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LETTER LXXXIV. 

Roaie« Dec. t^i 

I not a lituation more deledablj^ 

embarraffihg, than that in which I now 
find myfelf. Such is the vaft extent of this 
city, whofe walls defcribe a circumference of 
near feventeeh miles} and fo numerous. are 
the relics which yet cover, .in various -end 
divided heaps, this ground Yacred to tr^^ 
tion, that it is at once a wdr£: or time and 
addrefs to hefkow a fhare of attention on 
thofe which moH meiit felei^ion.* ' Though 
t have exjdbred the city with patient ai&* 
duity for more than twelve days paii, I ap* 
pear fcarcely to have made a beginning. 
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The Capitpl, as firft in hiftorical import- 
ance, was firft in the lift of my enquiries. 
The afcent to the Campidoglio, the name it 
now bears, does not difgrace the memory of 
its original magnificence. To the left, ftands^ 
the church of Araceli, elevated above a flight 
of marble fteps, once attached to the Temple 
of Quirinus ; — to the right, the abrupt and 
disfigured ruins of the Tarpeian Rock. The 
palace of the Senator in front, the public 
buildings on the right and left. wing, and 
the equeftrian monument of Marcus Aure> 
lius in the centre, compofe a groupe, which 
would not be thought wanting in dignity, 
could it be abftraded from the recolledlon 
of the glories that are paft. It was no or- 
dinary pleafure which poflelTed me, while I 
trod over this area upon which once refted 
the Capitol. “ Heavens ! faid I, and am I 
now treading the foil which once fupported 
“ the throne of univerfal empire? Where are 
** the Temples, and the Forums, the edifices 
*< facred tojreligion, to polity, and to arms, 

“ which 
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which covered this hallowed ground ? 
** Where are thofe altars, before which vows 
“ of peace and hoftility were made ? Where 
“ are thofe monuments ere£l;ed by the Ipoils 
“ of war, and adorned with the trophies of 
“ victorious leaders? Alas ! they are crumbled 
“ into lhapelefs ruins !” 

It would require a volume to enumerate 
the treafures preferved in the Muleum and 
different repofitories of the modern Capitol. 
They confift of ftatues, balTo relievosj fepul- 
chral monuments, deities Roman and £gyp<* 
dan ; wprks equally valuable for their ex- 
quifite execution, as the age they bear. The 
celebrated ftatue of the dying Gladiator, is a 
production worthy of all its fame ; and poA> 
fefles, in point of attitude and countenance, 
all that pathos whit:h*becomes the fallen and 
languifhing combatant. A very mafterly 
grpupe, reprefenting a Lion feizing upon a 
Horfe, and four baffo relievos, relating to. 
the hiftory of Marcus Aurelius, are admi> 
table productions. It appears extraordinary 
B a that 
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that fo many Temples could ever have exift- 
ed upon a fpot fo confined as the Capitolind 
hill. Certain, however, it is, that very con- 
fiderable changes have taken place in the 
form of this Hill, as the reduced altitude of 
the Tarpeian Rock fufHciently demonflrates. 
The old materials have fo filled up the val- 
liies, as to render it difficult to afcertain, ex- 
cept upon maps, the precife limits of the 
antient divifions. 

It is by a very mean and ruinous track 
that the defcent is made from the Capitol to 
the antient Forum, now known by the name 
of Campo Vaccino. It is humiliating to fee 
what reverfes have here befallen the proudeft 
atehievements of art. The Roman Forum 
oxifts no more. Its Arches are funk, and its 
Temples demolifhed : noble veftiges in 

each ftill commemorate their paft exigence. 
Columns furvivihg the general wreck yet 
totter on their bafes, and point to the travel- 
ler's eye where Rood the facred edifices 
ereded to Concord and to Jove. It is im- 
1 poffible 
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poflible not to feel indignant, in paffing 
among thefe fublime remains, at the barba- 
rous negled of the modern Romans ; who 
fuffer piles of rubbilh to embarrafs and de- 
form the mod precious relics of antient 
architecture. Deformed, however, and em- 
barraffed as they are, by the wafte of time 
and the indolence of their pofTeflbrs, they 
fhew traces of art and magnificence, at 
which the mind, intent upon modern com- 
parlfons, is filled with aflonilhment. 

The ignoble ufes to which this Forum is 
now converted, and the little relpe^ which 
its monuments or its hiftory feem to pre- 
ferve, aft ftrongly upon thofe feelings which 
arife out of clallical enthufiafm. 1 confefs, 
when 1 faw the drover and the vagabond 
occupy that ground which was formerly 
pofTefTed by gods and heroes, —when I 
faw the Temples, once confecrated to reli- 
gion and to elo(}uence, become haunts for 
beggars and flails for cattle; I could not 
fupprefs the figh of indignation* Who, 
B j that 
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that ha« read the ftory of antient Rome, 
iirould refufe a tear to her infulted 
ruins? 


J. E T T E R LXXXV. 

/Tp HE moft celebrated monuments, which 
now exift as objedls of the traveller’s 
curiotity, are, next to thofe glanced at in my 
laft, — the Temple of Peace, the Palace of 
the Casfars, and the Arch of Titus. The 
firft of thefe exihs in a fublime range of 
ruined arches, from the roofs of which Ihoot 
Up fome yet undeftroyed maffcs — ;the only 
remains of the fecond ftory. This’ Temple, 
built by Vefpafian, upon the termination of 
the Jcwifh war, was, agreeably to every teC- 
timony, an edifice of the moft fuperlative 
beauty and grandeur. A column which 
now (lands in one of the' modern fquares, 
affords a fpecimen pf its ufte and magnifi- 

ceuce. 
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cence. Its ruins are noble. The majefty 
of Rome hovers over its broken arches, and 
time has given them, by a loofe and gro- 
telque vegetation, a finifh, virhich fcarcely 
allows one to regret that they ever funk 
into decay. 

Oppofite to thefe — ^but little difcoverable 
in this fituation — ftand the remains of the 
Imperial Palace, covering the Palatine 
Mount j and exhibiting, when viewed from 
thefciteof the antientCircus Maximus, a very 
majeftic and-imprellivepiflure. I have vilited 
the vaults and fubterraneous paflages Hill 
exifling ; but, vapour and damp out of the 
queftion, one glimpfe of the ruins them- 
felves outweighs all that I faw within. It 
is not difficult, from a furvey of what yef re- 
mains, to fee how great and extenfive this 
relidence of imperial luxury muH in its 
zenith have been. 

The Arch of Titus is one of thofe monu- 
ments in which the valour of the Romans 
is more confjpicuoua than their humanity. 

B 4 It 
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It ftanda at ttie foot of the Palatine Mount, 
at the point of egrefa from the Gampo Vac- 
cino, and covers the road once known as 
the Sacred Way. It is, in its prefent ftate, a 
ruin full of beauty ; and was doubtlefs, in the 
sera of Roman proiperity, a monument of 
great talle. This Arch, we are told, was 
railed by a decree of the Senate: The dif- 
ferent circumftances fuppofed to have oc- 
curred in the lacking of the Jewifli metro- 
polis, are exquifitely exprefled in tablets of 
relief. It is, upon the whole, an edifice of 
confummate bpauty, though already confi- 
derably injured, and falling fall into decay. 
Fortunately for the hero whom it defigns to 
commemorate, he has a memorial in the 
bofoms of thofe with whom military monu- 
ments would find little refped. The Jews 
have formed a path round one of its fides, 
and thus evade the necellity which they 
would elfe be under, of palling through the 
Arch. But delicacy, not authority— !-as has 
be^n reported— 'has efie^ed this; and the 
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only edi£t they obey in this cafe, is that of 
their own feelings— cfcaping, by' this expe- 
dient, the cruel chagrin of beholding this in- 
fulting memorial of the pillage of their city, 
and the deftru£lion of their Temple. 

Bernardino B^ldi, an Italian poet, has a 
fonnet fo clofely conne^ed with this fubjeft, 
that I cannot refule myfelf the pleaAire of 
tranfcribing it. I have given it an Englifh 
dreis ; but Italian beauty is not eafily trans- 
fufed into Englifh metre : 

Soletta fiede lachrimofa e mella. 

Gran madre gia di facerdote e regi 
La Giudea vinta, e de’ pailatl pregi 
Mcmoria alto dolor nel fen le delta. 

Pi gemme ed oro a rinfelice tella 
Fan cerchio in vece orribili difpregl y 
£d in luogo ha di real manto e fregi 
Servil catena e lacerata velta. 

Da barbarica man^ d’empio tiranno 

Di Dio gi^ te fottraiie il braccio invitto. 

Ingrata e tu del fuo figluiol fai fcempio i 
pel ciel Tito^ ilagello al mondo fcritto» 

Moltra in quell’ arco il tuo perpetuo danno^ 
Priva d’onor^ di liberta> de teinpio. 

Lone, 
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Loiiej tearful^ fadj amidft the dreary plaint 
Great parent erft of priefts and kings renown’d^ 
Judea vanquiftiM fits— the joys which crown’d. 
Her happier days now wake regretful pain. 

Grief circles round that brow, 'and rude difdain. 
Which once the gem-befpangled chaplet bound ; 
Nor royal robe now floating fweeps the ground, 
But tatter’d vefi: obfcene, and fervile chain. 

From barbarous thrall, and grafp of tyrant fell. 
Thee erft Jehovah’s arm relentlefs freed j 
And doft thou, impious ! flay his rightequs fon ? 
Titus ingrate ! thy fcourge, "by Heaven decreed. 
Shall in this arch thy fhame eternal tell, 

Spoil’d by his arms of freedom, temple throne I 


LETTER LXXXVI. 

A MONO tUe ruins of the modern Forum 
is the magnificent portico of a Temple 
confecrated' to Antoninus and Fauftina, one 
third of which is funk into the ground ; but 
the vaft marble columns, and the exquifite 

work- 
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workmanfhip of the remaining frieze and 
cornice difcover its original grandeur. A 
temple of Romulus, and fome infulated co- 
lumns, are alfo among thofe which are held 
in repute. Upon a fpot contiguous to the 
Arch of Titus, St. Peter is reported to have 
performed a notable miracle. Here it was, 
that Simon Magus, by the force of his for- 
ceries, raifed himfelf into the air ; but Peter 
fell on his knees, and prayed that the magi- 
cian might be inftantly Rruck down to the 
earth, which happened accordingly. Upon 
this fpot, afcertained with the greateft accu- 
racy, the church of Santa Francefca Ro- 
mana was built many ages after ; and the 
very Hone upon which the ApoRle knelt, is 
ftill preferved. It is incruflied in the wall, 
and inclofed by an iron grate ; an infcrip- 
tion records the hiftory. 

1 muft now take you under the Arch of 
Titus, in order that we may contemplate 
the moft noble remnant of antient times, in 
the amphitheatre of Vefpafian. Though 

Goths 
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Goths and priefts have raifed in turns, and 
for different purpofes, the deftrudtive axe 
againft this' edifice, —it ftill continues a fub- 
lime monument of antient architedure, and 
would in itfelf fuffice to prefcrve the me- 
mory of the Roman name. It was upon 
his return from the Jewifh war, that Vefpa- 
fian built this amphitheatre. Twelve hun- 
dred captive Jews are faid to have been em- 
ployed in this prodigious fervice. The par- 
ticulars of this remarkable building excite 
the greateft aftonifliment. Enormous but 
uncemented mailes of Rone are in its form- 
ation adjufted with lb great fymmetry and 
compafknefs, as at once to contribute an ap- 
parent lightnefs and a, real folidity to the 
whole, The elevation of the foil has buried 
much of its bafe. Four orders of architec- 
ture in its perfe^ Hate rofe above each other ; 
and the magnificent appearance of what it 
'once was, can be but feebly conjedlured from 
what it now is. Its form is elliptical— fits cir- 
cumference two thoufand four hundred and 

fixteen 
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fixtcen feet, and it is efteemed capable of 
containing a hundred thoufand fpe^ators. 
The interior is now an heap of ruins. 

A friar, upon whom 1 Humbled in my 
walks about this Golifseum, allifted me in 
exploring fome of the more extraordinary 
palTages. My aHoniihment was indeed 
great, on vifiting the upper Hories, to lee the 
(lupendous malTes of wall and roof which 
have yet furvived. But my conductor, in- 
tent upon religious tradition, began to re- 
count to me the furprizing miracles per- 
formed here- — the edifice being now entirely 
appropriated to religious exercifes, and con- 
taining no lefs than thirteen chapels. A 
certain chri{l|an Emperor, as the friar in- 
formed me, though he knew not his name, — ‘ 
made a vifit to Rome; and was, by the Pope 
then reigning, conducted to the Colifsum. 
On quitting the place, the Imperial guefi 
rcquefted a relic. The Pope defired him 
to take up a handful of duH, faying, that 

this 
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this wa$ the ‘mod precious relic he could 
beftow. How, faid the Emperor in amaze- 
ment;-^this is but dull !” The pontiff then 
taking the dud into his hand, it liquefied 
with the preffure into a red dream : “ This,” 
faid he, “ is the blood of the martyrs.” My 
condudor affured me further, that the archi- 
tc€l: of the place was himfelf among the 
fird who differed martyrdom in it j and in 
confirmation of this fa£t, took me into a 
chapel, where a tablet afiixed to the wall did 
adtually record, that the architedt, being con- 
verted to the chridian faith, was himfelf 
expofed to the wild beads, among the fird 
whqfe blood was died within the walls of 
this theatre. This is, upon ^he whole, one 
x>f the granded monuments which the ima- 
gination can paint. Though the arm of the 
Goth has dript the ornaments of bronze, 
time has dreffed out its rugged walls with a 
precious foliage : and although the Porto di 
Ripetta^ the Palace of St. Mark, Farnefe, and 
5 others, 
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Others, have been clothed with its ^oils, it 
Hill remains, in its Hate of decay, ah inde- 
llrudihle monument of Roman grandeur. 

It is in the neighbourhood of the Coli- 
fxum, and upon the Via Triumphalis, that 
the Arch of Conftantine Hands. This is the 
moH perfect building of that kind which 
Rome preferves. But here, as elfewhere, 
the elevation of the foil has cut off the juft 
proportions of the ftruflure ; and caufed it 
to wear an appearance, difadvantageous to 
its juft charadler. The Portal of San Gre- 
gorio — a church crowning the Celian hill— 
aftbrds an admirable terrace for the profpe^ 
of Rome’s beft remains. Here the eye takes 
in a groupe ofobjedlsat once numerous and 
fublime j the magnificent Colifseum ftretch- 
ing upon its greateft diameter ; oppofed to 
this, the lighter cupolas of the Temples con- 
fecrated to the Sun and Moon. From thefe, 
extending over the Palatine Hill, the roofs of 
the Imperial Palaces — the mafly Arch of Con- 
ftantine, and the pitfturefque ruins of Aque- 

dutfts. 
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du^ls, compofe a wonderful fcene— a fcead 
which it is impolfible to view without ftrong 
and lively emodon. 

Coniider only the wars of thci Romans^ 
and you curfe them coniider their go- 
vernment, and you defpile them their 
religion, and you pity them but look at 
their archite^ural monuments,'— diljplaying 
all the majefty of genius, — and you muft, in 
ipite of yourfelf, admire them. For my 
own part, I can fet no bounds to my ecftafy, 
when I ftand amongft their ruins : I forget 
their vices, their idolatry, their cruelty, and 
exclaim, 

" Surely, furely, tbefe were famous men 1’* ' 
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Letter lxxxvii. 

Roine> Dec. 30J 1791* 

#-t-'hE ffcftival of the Nativity !s a very 
bufy time ,with both clergy and laity 
in this place. On the Eve of Chriftmas, all 
the ftreets of Rome were in extreme confu- 
fion, and the images planted in different 
parts of the city were fainted with loud and 
frequent invocations. It is my misfortune 
to lodge in a convent, not forty yards dif- 
tant from one of thefe Madonnas. For 
many nights previous to the Nativity, I was 
difturbedj at a moft unfeafonable hour, by 
very noify chauntings, intermingled with 
foft refponfes, from a number of children, 
who fupported, as I learnt, in this religious 
burletta, the character of Angels. 

VOL. II. 


High 
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High mafs was, bn the day of the Nati- 
vity, performed by the Pope at St. Peter’s, 
where, on this occafion, there is no admit- 
tance but in full drefs— f(k his Holinefs, 
though ftiling himfelf the “ Servant of Ser- 
vants,” will not play off his holiday farces 
to any thing but bags and fwords. In the 
- different llages of this ceremonial, the atti- 
tudes of the Sovereign Pontiff were as ridi- 
culous and varied as thofe of a pollure- 
mafiier. They placed him in a low chair— 
ftripped him to his flannel waiftcoat, and 
feemed difpofed to fhew him every indig- 
nity. This, as I imagined, — for it was pan- 
tomime throughout, — was to picture to us 
the humility of the Saviour. They did not, 
however, fuf^r him to continue long in this 
Hate of degradation. He was foon reftored 
to his former fplendor ; and paraded before 
us, as we knelt, difplaying his handfome 
leg and flipper, with much apparent fatisfac- 
tion. 1 happened to be polled in an avenue 
which led to the grand altar, and therefore 
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had an opportunity of obferving clofely 
every thing which was conveyed backwards 
and forwards by the numerous priefts who 
attended. It ’Was truly ludicrous to fee five 
or fix men in furptices, carrying with great 
folemnity as many difhes of drefled up nap- 
kins, and meeting an equal number, who 
were, with the fame religious grimace, carry- 
ing off thofe that had been ufed. 

I will not dilTemble the wearinefs I felt 
at the length of thefe ceremonies. His Ho- 
linefs was, it muft be acknowledged, an ad- 
mirable a^ior j but the Cardinals did not fup- 
port their parts with fo good a grace ; and a 
degree of coldnefs and indifferency pervaded 
the generality of the fpedlators — evidently 
portending fome great approaching change. 
Hevotion is certainly much on the decline. 
Subjedis are handled in general converfation, 
which have little'alliance with credulity and 
iubmifiion* In Ihort, the pillars of papal 
tyranny feetn loofening apace ; and its ulti- 
mate fiibverfion is 'an event which cannot 
‘ C 2 long 
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long be delayed. In the prefent Htuatipn of 
things, ihe energy operating from within 
will be aflifted by a powerful impetus from 
without } the majefty of Papal Rome is un- 
queftionably and irrevocably doomed to fall, 
and great will be the fall of it« 


LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Rome, Jan. 4, 1792. 

Tj' VERY day increafes my aRonilhment at 
^ the numerous remains which are ftill 
extant of anticnt Rome. I had expected to 
find in every pile of ruins “a rudis indi- 
“ geftaque naoles,”— fome rude and fhape- 
lefs heap, in which few dr no veftiges of 
their original beauty could be traced. But 
the treafures of thils city are not of that cha- 
rafter, and they are incalculable in number. 
I am every day travelling to fpme new Icene. 
Baths, Circufes, Temples, Theatres, Aque- 
ducts, Tombs, Obelilks, &c. call my attqn- 
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tion on every fide, and fcarcely allow me 
to twrftbw k moment's regard upon the mo- 
dern ornaments of this auguft city. 

Of the antient Baths^ the principal re- 
mains are thofe of Caracalia, Dioclefian, and 
Titus. Very interefiing parts of each are 
yet in exiftenee, particularly of the two laft. 
Thofe of Dioclefian covered in their original 
ftate an immenfe extent of ground, difiin£tly 
afcertainable at the prefent time by the roofs 
and fragments of its walls. One of its 
chambers is, by an happy exercife of art, to 
which the modern Romans have not been 
univerfally attentive, converted into a church 
of great tafte and beauty. The fubterra- 
neous chambers of Titus’s Baths, are yet, by 
the affiftance of torches, exhibited. They 
are preceded by feven long Corridores, and 
the number of them is faid to amount to 
thirty-fix. Some ingenious Arabefques are 
ftill difccrnible upon the walls. The Ipot 
where thefe Baths are fituated, was not a 
little celebrated in ancient times. In its 
c 3 vicinity. 
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vicinity, befides the famous Gardens of 
Maecenas, were the Houfes of Horace, 
Virgil, and Propertius. 

The Circufes of greateft fame are the Cir«* 
cus' Maximus, and that of* Caracalla. But 
the naked areas of them are all that now 
remain. Of ‘Temples I have Ipoken in part, 
when treading over the ground of the 
Campo Vaccino. The Pantheon, defervedly 
placed in the firft rank, is a building of the 
inoft: exquifite beauty, but enclofed in a 
lituation fo extremely confined, that all the 
efFeil of its fublime fa9ade is deftroyed. The 
magnitude of its columns and the fymmetry 
of its proportions, give, it a character beyond 
all praife. The interior has been fo often 
defcanted upon, and fo critically deferibed, 
that f fhall content myfelf with acquiefeing 
in what others have faid— as two opinions 
cannot exift in relation to that, which com- 
bines in one perfe<ff example, all that is mof^ 
excellent and admirable iq the feietice of 
architedurq. 

The 
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The Theatre of Marcellus, a confidcrable 
part of which enters into one of the modern 
ilreets, and fome rude remains of the Mili- 
tary Theatre, are, next to the Colifasum, the 
moft remarkable in this department : and 
the various arches and walls which once ex- 
ifted as Aqueducts, are fome of the moft 
ftupendous ruins in the catalogue of Roman 
remmns. Indeed the AqueduBs and Baths 
are among the moft furprifing tefti monies of 
that grandeur which Rome in her glory 
muft have poftelTed. All that this people 
undertook was deemed worthy of per- 
fection j and trifles the leaft fignificant ac- 
quired a dignity in their hands. Of the 
Baths of Dioclefian in particular, fo vaft is 
the extent, fo fumptuous the ornaments, fo 
commodious the apartments appropriated 
for ftudy, for exercife, for indolence j fo nu- 
merous the Cabinets, Libraries and Repofl- 
tories of the flne arts, as well as the Sanctu- 
aries for eafe and luxury ; that the feelings 
are rouzed into rapturous admiration at the 
dilplay of fuch amazing magniflcence» 

C 4 
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^■T^HE Romans were very ftridk on the fub- 
jedt of burials, and guarded very care- 
fully againU: the interment of human bodies 
within the walls of the city. On fome ex- 
traordinary occafions, an honor of this kind 
was granted, but it was elleemed a mark of 
fingular diftindtion. There exill.s at .this 
day, in one of the ftreets condudting to the 
Capitol, a fepulchral monument incorporated 
iri the walls of the houfes now inhabited. 
From that portion of the infeription which 
yet remains, it appears that Caius Bibulus, 
iEdile, was the man to. whom this honor 
vras decreed; and that the Hgnal fervices he 
rendered the hate, had procured him this 
rare and unufual tcllimony of public regard. 

■ It is upon the highways, and the differ- 
eftt roads which ilTue from the gates of the 

city. 
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city, that the antient Tombs are found; and 
there are yet extant fome very valuable re- 
mains of this defcription. Enclofed in a 
vineyard is a fubterraneous vault, which, by 
the affiftance of torches, prefents to the view 
a range of infcriptions to the memory of the 
celebrated family of the Scipios. It impreiTed 
me with fentiments of high veneration, to 
defcend among the manes of Rome’s antient 
Heroes : 

Quis te,magne Cato, taciturn; autte,Cofle,TeImquat? 

Quis Gracchi genus? aut geminos, duo fulmina belli, 
f* Scipiadas, cladem Libyse r 

Viac, 

Some loofe fragments of what once were 
columns, fcatter the ground under which 
this vault palTes ; and Ihrubs loaded with 
lufcious oranges, over-hang the avenue 
yrhich opens upon that fpot, ** thus facred 
** by their relics made.” 

The Capo di Bove, as it is now called^ 
and anciently the Tomb of Metella, is a 

Monu* 
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Monument of unparalleled beauty in Its 
kind, and Hands at a little remove from the 
Appian Way. It is a circular building, 
raifed upon a quadrangular bafe. By a fimi- 
larity of ftrudure to the Colifasum, the ma- 
terials of which it is compofed unite without 
cetnent; and refemble, by their accuracy 
and compadnefs, a folid block of Hone, 
chifeled into its prefent form. The Pyramid 
of Caius Ceftius is another fepulchral mo- 
nument of great eftimation. It is a build- 
ing of confiderable height and magnitude, 
in a pyramidical form, compofed of m'arble 
in its exterior, and overlaid with ftucco in 
the interior^-decorated with paintings of 
vafes, and various fymbols, allufive to the 
office of Septemvir, which he held. This 
Monument Hands by the Oflian gate, in a 
field, part of which is appropriated to the 
interment of thofe Hrangers and heretics, 
who, dying in the diffielief of what they 
tjannot underHand, are not held worthy of 
chriHian burial. The CaHel St. Angelo was 

itfelf, 
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itfelf* in its antient (late, a fepulchral monu- 
ment, and bore the name of Moles Adri- 
an! — a name which a fingle coup d'ceiU with- 
out any reference to tradition, difcovers it 
ethinently to have deferved. 

Of the Maufoleum of Auguftus, the mag- 
nificence may be conceived from a fight of 
the bafe, and the defigns given from the 
accounts of fucceffive writers. A large cir- 
cular mafs of wall, with paflages and arches, 
is all that now -cxifls of this edifice, intended 
to perpetuate the fame of a man, who fought 
to conceal the oppreflbr of public virtue, in 
the patron of the arts. But Time, the great 
ally of Truth, has pierced the veil which 
covered his real character ; and notwith- 
fianding the venal incenfe of the Poets, he 
hasjufily incurred that univerfal indigna- 
tion and hatred, which he appears to have 
been fo eagerly folicitous to avert. 



I ^8 ] 


LETTER XC. 

^^HEREVER the eye turns, the full in- 
tereft of the mind accompanies its en- 
quiries. The Fountain of Egeria, whofe 
remains are ftili extant, throw no new light 
upon the hiftory of Numa : yet it is impof- 
fible to view fo wild and grotefque a ruin, 
without receiving a ftrong impreffion of 
fa^ and circumftance; and familiarizing to 
the mind the deligns of that Legillator, 
in a manner which no tradition or recital 
can effect. There is a conhderable degree 
of romantic beauty in what has furvived of 
this antient cave. It is over-arched with a 
wild and pidlorefque Ihrubbery; and the 
ground is ftrewed with the fragments of 
thoie Ratues facred to the Mufes, which 
once adorned its niches. 


But 
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But of all the piElorefque ruins which 
Rome poflelTes, thofe of the Temple of Mi- 
nerva Medica are the mod delicious and en- 
chanting. In its perfect date this Temple 
was decagonal, with niches in each of its 
compartments, and covered in with a cupola. 
The form of this Temple is fufficiently pre- 
ferved in its ruin^s, and bears the marks of 
the moft chafte and perfect fymmetry. The 
cupola is condru£ted with an accuracy and 
lightnefs, to which I have yet feen no pa- 
rallel. Part is indeed fallen ; yet fo delicate 
have been the touches of decay, that all its 
proportions are minutely difcoverable. Ve- 
getation has healed the wounds of time, aiid 
fcattered a luxuriant verdure over its totter- 
ing walls and mutilated arches. A variegated 
foliage depends from the different chafms 
of the edifice, and adorn this charming 
reiic of antiquity with imperifhable tints. 

1 have made no mention of the Temple 
of Vefta, of Bacchus, of the Arch of Janus, 
the Forum of Nerva, and a hundred other 
y fuch 
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monuments. They are fubjeds indeed 
admiration and ftudy, arid though in* 
ci<ded for the moft part by walls and houfes, 
they have beauties which no circumftances 
of difadvantage have been able to deflroy. 
Such indeed is the negligence and ill talle of 
thefe degenerate Romans^ that the column 
of Trajan — the firft objed of its kind in the 
world— is placed in a mean and narrow 
ipot, Scarcely acceflible for the hlth which 
is fuiSered to furround it. The column of 
Antoninus, which is in the fccond clafs, 
has fortunately a more favourable polition. 
j[t is made a central ornament to a fquare 
'which bears its name — ^and is one of the 
handlbmeft in Rome. Veftiges of the an- 
tient bridges, and particularly thofe of the 
Pons SuUiciUs, are difcernible in the Tiber, 
< when its waters are funk a little below their 
ordinary level. And along its Ihores are 
yet vifible, the remains of various antient 
buildings. 


It 
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It Is among tfaofe pleafures which I valuo 
moft, to ramble along the banks of' this 
antient ftream« Doubtlefs its fands are im- 
menfely rich, and were it not for the appre- 
henfion of fome peftilence from fo large a 
mafs of ftagnant water, the Jews would 
have drawn an ample profit from their en- 
gagement to cleanfe the channel of the 
Tiber, for the chance of its treafures. But 
the air of the Campagna is fufficiently in- 
feded already by noxious exhalations, arid 
the waters of this river, if turned into the 
plains, would probably generate fo great a 
corruption of the atmofphere, as would nOt 
eafily be fubdued. The complexion of the 
Tiber muft have undergone fome changes 
in different periods of its hiftory. The 
name of Albula, which it once bore, has far 
lefs relation to its real afpedt, than the 
“ Flavus Tiberis,” which it afterwards ac- 
quired. The yellownefs of its furface is, 
indeed, fcarcely peculiar to the Tiber. It 

belongs 
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belongs in a degree to all the rivers in Italjr^ 
whofe waters are uniformly turbid. 

Independent of its claffical fame, the Tiber 
has little to boaft. It makes, before its ar- 
rival at Rome, a courfe of one hundred and 
fifty miles, riling among the Appennines in 
Tufcany, and receiving on its way the tri- 
bute of forty- two ftreams, till it falls into 
the fea at the dillancc of eighteen miles 
from Rome. Rivers, it fhould feem, par- 
take of the chances which their cities expe- 
rience. Rome had her reign j and fate 
allows no perpetuity to the fupcriority of 
ilates. Britain, once her vaffal, looks down 
with proud contempt upon her ruins 

4 

** And Tiber’s gods now bend to thofc of Thames.” 
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Rome, Jan. 6, 1792. 

^X“HE political convulfions of fo large a 
portion of the Catholic empire as 
France are not idly regarded here. Inde- 
pendent of that blow which St. Peter’s fuc^ 
ceflbr has experienced in the fouth, by the 
lofs of hi's hereditary dominions, the general 
apoftacy- of the country from the papal 
faith, and all its probable confequences, are 
faid to excite ferious commotions in the 
bread of the Pontiff. 

In the commencement of that revolution 
which has changed fo completely the afpeit 
of France, fteps of precaution were deemed 
necelfary in the ecclefiaflical dominions. 
The fpirit of change was thought epidemi- 
cal by the Floly Father, and the priefis were 
ordered to double their diligence. Maffes 
VOL. II. 


D 


were 



34 L E T T E R XCI. 

were, multiplied ; proceilions were more 
frequently repeated, and all the fymbols of 
impoling fuperllition were brought out, to 
retain the allegiance of a credulous multi- 
tude to the worfl: government and the moil 
corrupt faith in Chriftendom. It ihould 
indeed have appeared unneceilary, and even 
impoffible, to augment the fervices of devo- 
tion in a city like Rome. The ordinaries 
engage fo large a portion of the day, that 1 
am at a lofs to know where the extraordi* 
naries would find a place. 

For fome days after my arrival, I could 
not command the fervices of any manufac- 
turer — days of devotion, fafts, and feftivals, 
crouded fo thick upon them, that the plan 
of their labours fufifered a moft fatal inter- 
ruption. The conception of the Virgin, 
which fell in the firft week of my r^fidence 
here, was a day of great and folemn pro- 
cellion— monksj friars, prielis of every or- 
der and fraternity,, from the portly Bene- 
diflinc to the ghaftly brother of St. Francis, 

8 paraded 
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paraded the ftreets. Lighted tapers and 
prodigious crucifixes were the ornaments 
they bore, and the llreets reibunded with 
their anthems and chaunts. In this fuite 
was that poor and miferable ihadow of 
Rome’s antient authority, the Senator^ 
mounted upon his palfrey, and trailed be- 
hind this groupe of religious a£tors. It was 
new to me, and I gazed at it with that de- 
gree of curiofity, which, making allowance 
for fome portion of indignation, is not 
wholly without its pleafures. But how 
thofe who found no novelty, could find any 
delight in fuch a pantomime, was a myftery 
which nothing can account for, but the 
wretched credulity of the human mind 
when kept from the means of knowledge. 
To the plebeian croud, this grotefque pro- 
cellion communicated an involuntary im- 
pulfe; convulfed their countenances, threw 
them on their knees, and feemed to ** bring 
“ all Heaven before their eyes.” 

1 ■ 

P « 
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The churches, which approach very 
nearly the number of four hundred, are 
rarely without fome ■worlhippers : 1 have 
vifited them at ail hours, and been gene- 
rally obliged to mix with pilgrims and de- 
votees, in order to obtain a fight of their 
altars. The ftreets are lined with chapels, 
crucifixes, and altars : “ black, white, and 
“ grey i cowls, hoods, and habits,” with their 
wearers, fill every avenue of the city. Reli- 
gion is the ftaple commodity of the place — 
** indulgences, difpenfes, pardons,” are the 
only articles of commerce which have’ any 
repute at Rome; and to judge from the 
liveries of the cardinals, who are undoubt- 
edly the principal merchants, this has not 
yet ceafed to be, malgre the ridicule of half 
Europe, a lucrative traffic. Indeed, the 
clergy are fo interwoven in every condition 
of the ; they are either nobles, or related 

to nobles, and their houfehoid contains fo 
mat^ plebeian dependants, that if you 
take the church as a body, and add to it 

fome 
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fonie few fcores of artifts, maccarorii- dealers, 
lacqueys, and beggars, (the laft of which 
are in a very great proportion,) you will 
have the fum of the population of Rome.’ 


L.E T T E R XCII. 


RomCj Jan. io« 1792* 

I TOLD you in my laft, that his Holinefs, 
as not among the leaf!: interefted, was 
not among the leaft difturbed at the changes 
in the civil and ecclefiaftical fyftems which 
France has adopted. The projetSted efcape 
of Louis XVI. was therefore an event of no 
fmall moment to the court of Rome ; and 
from the very early intelligence, which this 
and other courts received, of this fuppofed 
fuccelsful expedition, it ftrould fecm to have 
been a meafure concerted in very high 
councils. The Pontiff is faid to have fur- 
D 3 rendered 
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rendexed himfelf, upon the firft intelligence 
of his Majelly’s efcape, to the tranfports of 
which he could not but feel. He pcn- 
, ned a brief expreffive of his congratulations, 
and difpatched upon this fervice, to the mod; 
Chriftian King, a nuntio extraordinary. As 
this curiofity may not yet have fallen into 
your hands, 1 will give you fopie extra£hs 
expreffive of the Pontiff’s joy; vouching 
however, no further for the authenticity of 
the whole, than I am borne out by general 
opinion, and by the internal evidence it 
bears. 

After declaring with what joy hiinfelf, 
the Cardinal de Bernis, the royal aunts, 
and the inhabitants of Rome, received the 
intelligence of his Majefty’s efcape from the 
hands of the outrageous and inhuman 
Pariiians, whofe barbarities, had fo much 
-difturbed his Holinefs’s quiet, he proceeds : 
** Nunc vero haec omnia tanto folantur 
magis, quod hoc ipfo egreffu tuo perci- 
piamufij qui tuus Temper animus fuerit 
; = .• “ erga 
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** erga religionem, atque ecclcfiam, ac erga 
“ egregios illos pen^ omnes Galliarutn an- 
“ tiftites, qulbus fumma eft, vel per exllia 
** difperfis, in fide, omnique virtute conftan- 
“ tia. Quid jam dicemus de immenfo bo- 
** norum virorum numero, de profuga prae- 
clara ilia nobilitate in te refpiciente, pro 
teque capita fiia devovente ? Horum om- 
nium te in libertatem vindicate, teque 
** fuo recepto rege cumulantur in nos gau- 
dia j eorumque de te vota, fpefque maxima 
“ in nos nunc ipfos redundant.” 

** Thefe our anxieties are the more com- 
“ plctely relieved, inafinuch as we perceive 
in your departure, a proof of that affec- 
tion you have ever born to religion, the 
“ phurch, and its dignified prelates, who, 
though difperfed and exiled, ftill maintain 
“ a conftancy in faith and virtue. Need 
** we . mention the illuftrious nobles, thole 
** numerous and worthy characters whole 
‘‘ eyes are fixed upon you, and who are 
ready to ferve you with the facpfice of 
P 4 ** t^ieir 
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“ their lives? The joys they feel at the 
liberation and recovery of their monarch 
“ .are ardently ihared by us : the vows they 
“ breathe, the hopes they nourilh, are our 
“ own.” 

'Oie Holy Father then adds, how fervent 
his thanks have been to the Deity ; and he 
concludes by the following prayer, to which 
is annexed the apoftolic falutation ; — “ Im-? 
“ ploramus tibi promptum, pacificum, glo-» 
riofum in regnum reditum, receptam adte 
prijlinam potefiatem tuam^ redudtas leges, 
juraque omnia rellituta. Te illuc religio 
** deducat, cum amplifilmo praefulum in fuas 
fedes redeuntium comitatu : tecum ilU 
“ regnet in populos, quorum jam contu- 
“ maciamlicentiamque fregerit j yolentefque 
animos ad mores, ad pietatem, ad oiEcia, 
V revocant,” &c. 

We pray for your fpeedy, peaceful, and 
glorious return to the kingdom of your 
anceftors ; a recovery of your antient au- 
thority; a re>efl;ablilhment of the laws and 

“ rights 
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rights of all. — ^There mayreligion conduct 
** you, efcorted by the goodly company of 
“ returning prelates: may this affift you, by 
fubduing revolt and Hcentioufnefs, to bring 
“ back the minds of your fubjedts to piety, 
good morals, and allegiance,” &c. 

I could not refufe myfclf the pleafure of 
putting thefe, which are the moft emphatic 
parts of the Pontiff* s brief, into an Englifh 
drefs. In what manner the counterpart of 
this tranfadtiou operated upon his feelings, 
and I might add — ^if fuch a thing can rehde 
in the bread of a Pope — his pride, the ex- 
tradts will enable you to cpnclude. — You 
will alfo perceive, if you had not already 
conjedlured it, that the Pontiff’s demands go 
to the full ^editution of the. antient autho- 
rity, civil and ecclenadical ; fo that the 
National Affembly and the holy conclave 
are pot likely foon to agree. 
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./^HE Famefe, the Borghefe,the Barberini, 
the Rufpigliofi, the Spada, are account- 
ed among the principal palaces in this 
vronderful metropolis, and moft abounding 
works of antient and modern art. I can- 
not avoid particularizing, among thofc fub- 
je^s from which* I have received the moft 
pleafure, the four Evangelifts by Guido. 
Thefe claimed the more attention, as Hmilar 
portraits by Guercino, have already been 
critically noticed in the palace Ricardi at 
Florence. Two ilatues, reprefenting feve- 
tally “ the Sleeping Faun,” and “ the Sick 
Satyr,** were diltinguilhed by the extreme 
accuracy of.their exprefiion, and delicacy o^ 
ekbcution. ** The Sick Satyr” would make 
a ve'ry excellent counterpart to “ the Dan- 
' “ cing 
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♦* cing Faun,” in the Tribune at Florence. 
All which 1 have now named, are in the 
Barbarini palace. 

The famous ftatue of Pompey, at the feet 
of which Caifar fell by the hand of Brutus, 
is a cololTal figure, of bold and manly cha- 
rader ; and is the principal treafure which 
the Palace Spada pofieiTes. The Rulpigliofi 
derives its chief reputation from that incom- 
parable work of Guido, reprefenting “ the 
“ Aurora.” It has been fo often engraved, 
that a tranfcript of its beauties— -fo far 
frefcoes can be copied into miniatures— is in 
the collegian of every one who is at all an 
amateur of the fine arts. The compofition 
is itfelf fulficiently poetical : Apollo feated in 
his flaming car j the rofy- fingered hours 
dancing around ; Aurora piercing the clouds 
before his courfers ; and Cupids gently 
“ fcattcring the rear of darkneis thin,” are 
images which the mind of the Poet mufl: 
have furnilhed to the hand of the Paintei*. 
h^otwithfianding . the criticif^s of which 

this 
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this painting has been the fubjeft, it is, upon 
the whole, one of the moft charming pro- 
du£tions I have ever feen. 

The villas are fcarcely lefs numerous than 
the palaces, and they are for the moft part 
repofttories of all that is valuable in the fine 
arts. The villa Albaui is a paragon of mag- 
nificence, virtUf and good tafte. The villa 
Medicis was once of great charadfer, but 
the gallery at Florence has been enriched at 
Its expence, and it is now falling faft into 
decay. The Borghefe is a fpecimen of ad- 
mirable tafte, as well in the diftribution of 
its grounds, as in the treafurcs of its cabinets. 
Tliere is in one of its faloons, a baflb relievo, 
reprefenting Curtius precipitating himfelf 
into the gulph, which is a moft mafterly 
work of the kind,— though the countenance 
is perhaps rather expreffive of the defpair- 
ing lover, than of the hero and patriot. It 
is in this collediion that the famous ftatue 
of “ David 'flinging the Stone,” by Ber- 
»ini, is found. The charadler of David 
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was never more grofsly conceived ; but as a 
“ (linger,” the ftatue has merit. When I 
entered the room, in the centre of which it 
(lands, I ftarted, and Teemed to feel an emo< 
tion of alarm and apprehenfion refpefling 
the iCfue of the throw. Of the far-famed 
fighting Gladiator, it may be faid, that it is 
one of thofe prodigies of art, which defy 
criticifm, and ftretch beyond the line of pa- 
negyric. The figure is thrown into an 
attitude moft favourable to vigorous attack, 
and fecure defence. The right hand is pre- 
pared to ftrike, the left to parry. Nothing 
can do juftice to the merit of this ftatue, but 
the filent contemplation of its excellencies. 
Countenance and figure exadly harmonize ; 
and the full energy of pofition is rendered, 
with the ftiiSeft obfervance of anatomical 
precifion. This ftatue was found at Antium, 
in the gardens of Nero ; and is no lefs in 
point of accuracy than effe£l:, one of the 
moft perfect remains of Grecian fculpture. 


But 
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But my difquindons upon palaces and 
villas, paintings, and ftatues, have run be- 
yond all roafonable limits. It is difficult to 
fupprefs thofe feelings of admiration, which a 
fiicceffion of fuch miracles of art is calculated 
to excite. I am enjoying a fort of para- 
difaical vition, not lefs enchanting than the 
vifion of Mirzaj and you may expe<ft, that 
on leaving this place I lhall conclude my 
narrative with faying, in the words of the 
oriental allegorifl, “And I awoke, and be- 
“ hold it was a dream.** 


LETTER XCIV. 

fT^HB cathedral of St. Peter would of itfelf 
fuffice to elevate this metropolis to. a 
diftinguilhed rank among the cities of Eu- 
rope. The ftreet which condu^s to it from 
the b|idge of St. Angelo, is one of the 

meaneil 
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meaneft in Rome ; but the open area before 
the church offers the moft magnificent fpec^ 
tacle that the eye can take in. Two fcmi^ 
circular — or femi-eliptical ranges of co- 
lumnS) feverally compofed of four rows, 
from the right and left wing. Two foun- 
tains of uncommon beauty play on each 
fide ; and in the centre hands an Egyptian 
obelifk, the only one in Rome which has 
cfcaped entire from the ravages of time. 

The fa9adeof St. Peter is rich, and flupend- 
oufly ornamented ; but the component parts 
are perhaps too numerous. The eye looks 
in vain for bold and prominent parts. The 
interior is all that wealth, tahe, and fuper- 
ftition can contribute, to create fublimity 
and beauty. Altars, walls, and £oor are 
overlaid with marbles of every grain and 
colour. One hundred and twelve lamps of 
filver, continually light up that hallowed 
altar, beneath which is imagined to repofe 
the mortal part of St. Peter, And the Ipi- 
ral columns which fupport the cafltopyj 

confift 
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confift of one hundred and ninety thoufand 
pounds weight of bronze — the whole of 
which was taken from the portico of the 
antient Pantheon. This circumftance may 
in itfelf fufHce to exprefs, what muft have 
been the wealth and magnificence of that 
Tefinple, confecrated to all the gods. 

The afcent of the ball and crofs is very 
commodious, palling between the exterior 
and interior cupola. Arrived at the fummit 
of the cupola, the ball is entered by a ladder ; 
and will, by computation, contain fixteen 
perfons. As the extent of curiofity is not 
readily alcertained, a lecond ladder is affixed 
to the exterior of the crofs, for the accom- 
modation of thofe who are dilpofed to 
firetch to its extreme length the chord of 
fafety. Of the Vatican it is impollible to be 
lilent, and difficult to fpeak. The chapel of 
Sixtus, the Clementine Muf£eum,the paint- 
ed Corridores, the immenfe Library, ate 
feverally fuch as might well conftitute the 
fttbjed of a volume. The Mufseum is daily 

receiving 
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feceivlng improvement. A large bath of 
porphyry is among the additions which 
Pius VL, who is a great patron of the arts, 
is making to this noble colledion of an- 
tiques. It may give you fome idea of the 
fuperiority of the artifts of Rome’s better 
days, to be told, that this fubftance, which 
in the vafes and baths of the antients re- 
ceived fo high a polilh, will fcarcely yield 
to any inftrument of modern temper ; and 
though numbers are employed to reftore in 
this bath the beauty which time has im- 
paired, the procefs is attended with great 
difficulty and expence. 

Of the Apollo, the Laocoon, the Antinous, 
&c. it is now too late to indulge in amplifi- 
cation : genius and criticifm have united in 
their admiration : the fculptor, the painter, 
and the poet, have tranferibed them into 
models, deiigns, and deferiptions, and the 
warmeft breathings of enthufiafm could find 
no term, hiit what has been already employ- 
ed in their praife. The countenance and 

VOL. II. E prefence 
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pf^lience of the Apollo, is, in my judgment, 
a better expofition of vrhat the antients in- 
tepded by $he term Numen, than all that the 
lucubrations of the learned have offered. 
The countenance of Laocoon has been 
thought too little expreffive of anxiety for 
his children. But the artift copied nature 
and Virgil, in making the feelings of the 
parent . fubordinate to the agonies of the 
man : 

** Ille fimul manibus tendit divellere nodes, 

** Perfufus fame vitas atroque veneno % 

Clamores fimul horrendos ad fidcra tolHt. 

.flSN. Lib. a. 

The Laft Judgment, of Michael Angelo, 
and the School of Athens, by Raphael, are 
Rudies Upon which the mind is more de- 
lighted to fix, than to expatiate. The plans 
which Ganganelli formed, Pius VI. has 
profecuted with much tafi:e» and at a vaft 
expcnce. Such is the fuperlative excellence 
of this repofitory of the fine arts, that how- 


ever 
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eve> the fall of fpiiitual l^bjr- 

lon is to be wi(hed/ one caniiot help {>ro- 
noOncidg of this emanation of its grandeur, 
“ Eftd :perpetuum !** 


LjETTER XCV. 

/-i^HE church of St. John de Lateran, next 
^ to St. Peter’s, is that to which the ad- 
miration of the traveller and the devotion 
of the pilgrim are principal!/ direfted. It 
is indifputably a Temple of great beauty 
and magnificence. The interior of this 
church is divided into five fpacious allies, 
the central being adorned with cOlo^ 
ftatues of the twelve Apofliles ; and the le- 
veral altars and chapels abound in orna- 
ments of great value and tafte. Rich as 
this church is in gold and filver, it is richer 
Hill in precious relics. They have the ge- 
B a nuine 
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Q^liie beads oif St. Peter and St.: Paul ; tbey 
liave the pillar on. which the cock crew^ 
%hep the /onner denied ,hif mailer; and 
ihanjjr othet things no lefs eftimable in the 
View of the believing and devout catholic. 

Appendages to this Bafililk, are the Bap- 
liftdy of Conllantine, in which yet ll:ands» 
If tradition tie -not — the very bafon of por- 
"phyi^ in which that prince received his 
hapdfin from the hands of Silvefter. I cotild 
not hetp feinarking, that over one of the 
chapels an infcription declared it to be a 
findtuaVy of the greateft purity, and forbad 
entraricC Of women. There is alfo 
~ kffiked to ati atitient wall, a ipecies of altar, 
Jbibvmby the name of the Triclinium. What 
renders this of importance is, the irrefragable 
. '|>r6of it contains of the juft Authority of the 
Chair over the States and Sovereigns 
' iOf (^hriftetldom. This is no other than 
an •antient mofaic, reprefenting the Goro> 
fUtCtOn of Qiarleitaagne, by Leo 111. who, 
the of ^vmg him the 
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edly tra^ferred to that famous monarch the 
empire of the Weft. Notwithftanding the 
idle cavils of heretics, this is regarded asi aqi 
unequivocal and unconditional acknow- 
ledgment of the pontiScal right, and a* 
complete refutation of the impious reafdn- 
ings of thofe who prefume to controvert the 
claims of the Succeflbr of St. Peter. 

There is, beftdes, immediately adjoining 
to the church, a curiofity deemed infinitely 
precious — I mean the Scala Santa. Twenty- 
eight fteps of marble, which uiicc conduifted 
to Pontius Pilate’s hojife, and which were, 
by that great importrefs of religious relics^ 
Helen, mother of Conftantine, conveyed 
hither from Jerufalem, no wform a Theatrefdf 
the moft ridiculous farce that ever aflumed 
a religious name. It is imagined, that to 
afcend thole fteps^with true devotion will 
infallibly bring down blelfings from Heaved 
upon the head of the climber. As the ftairs 
are too facred to admit of conta^ with the 
&et, the alceiit is made by a ipecies df 
13 njotion, 
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;i^a49>^* . ^Mch has no name in jf^guage. 

variety of perfons of all ages, fexes, 
aiui^pnditions, reforting hither, is aftonilh- 
ing. The altar to which it conducts, con- 
tains an image of our Saviour, begun by 
St. Luke and hnilhed by an Angel. The 
virtue which arifes from an union of this 
portrait with the marble ftair-cafe, is con- 
ceived to be more efficacious, than any thing 
of the fame dais, the holy boufe of Loretto 
riot excepted. 

Indeed, there are fo many mechanical 
ways of compodng the confcience at Rome, 
that I am at no lofs to account for the pro- 
fligacy which abounds on the one part, and 
^bm the religious artifice and induflry prac- 
tlfed on the other. Various tablets in the 
churches, and even in the public ways, an- 
nouncb' the promife of pardon for many 
days, upon a limple repetition of fome well- 
known prayer. The name of the Pope 
who h^s made iuch ^queft, is ufi^lly affix- 
ed) with as much formality, as though the 
j: pardon 
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pardon of fms were a fpedes of real eftate, 
a rtd could be willed and bequeathed in 
facula facuhruh, I am confident that tfie 
aggregate of pardons, which a diligent wor- 
fhipper might colled in a week from the 
different grants of the Popes and Pr'dates, 
would extend beyond the ordinary neccfli- 
ties of purgatorial purification. 
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^T^HE church of Santa Maria Maggiore, 

^ lows the Lateran in rank. Ricl^e^ap^ 
ornaments are lavilhed in profofion uppja 
this edifice. Oriental diafper, agat^ and all 
imaginable decorations, are the trappings of 
its altars. Among the important rdics! pr<^ 
ferved here, is the CuUa or identical 

Cradle uled in the infancy of our ,%vi6ur. 
^•“ 'is^eteyatcd among the" ceremonie<l of 
E 4 the 
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S<S 

tbe^Chriftnms Eve. The pridlhood' are 
very unwtUI^g to .allow a near view of the& 
pT«;ioi|s depoiits. Upon pfefling the guide 
to ^ant 'me a fight of it, “ Cofpetto !” exf 
claimed he, ** fi moftra foltanto ai re i. r, 
** It ia only flvewn to kings.” 

The church of San Paolo, out of the 
walls, is the fourth and lafi: of thefe facred 
edifices which have the Porta Sanfta, and 
hold the firft rank in the lift of Chriftian 
Temples ; and I have no where feen a build- 
ing which better deferves the attention of 
the curious. No lefs than one hundred and 
eighteen vaft columns of precious marble 
fupport the roof of this church. Thefe, 
diftributed into four ranks, divide the area 
of the church into five majeftic aiiles. Of 
thefe columns, twenty-four are of a choice 
ipecies of marble, caUed Pavonazzetto, of a 
iipgle . block each, in the manner of the 
mitient artifts. The reft are ?ekher of Parian 
marb^,. porphyry, &c. The arch which 
ten^nai^ the aille, refts upoQ ten of the 

* ’ largeft 
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largeft gi^nite cc^udins. lin one^of ^he 
chapels, a Gnicifuc is eredledyvery famousin 
the records pf the church, for having dnce 
harangued St. Bridget. The lordly Bene* 
difkines, to whom this church and mbna* 
ftery belong, have amafled immenfe riches 
by thefe impudent frauds. One is aftonifhed 
that the thunderbolts of Heaven delay their 
vengeance. Under the great altar of this 
church, the body of St. Paul is faid to be 
depodted ; though St. John de Lateran has 
the head of this Apoftle, and St. Sebafti^n 
his alhes. Pretendons like thefe are not 
eadly reconcilable. Upon the road which 
conducts to this church from the gate, and 
antiently known as the Oftian way, little 
altars pretend to adign the fpot at which* St. 
Paul bade St. Peter adieu, when going to be 
martyred j — that at which he received a 
bandeau, to cover his .eyes j and laftly, that 
at which he bowed' his head to the axe. 

Santa Maria della Croce is another of 
thofe retnarkable churches, whofe relics 

make 
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a figure in the fcrolls of fuperftition. 
ifelen, that great dealer in Jemfalem toys, 
brought over, among other things, the real 
and genuine Crofs. This fiie depofited there. 
The church is named from this relic, and 
the fathers of the monafiery, who feemed 
well fed and lodged for their fervices, guard 
'this treafure as the pledge of their exiftence. 
Tl is not to be feen, without ah order from a 
• Cardinal. Under the church of St. Sebaf- 
tlan, are the celebrated Catacombs, in which 
^e oarly chriftians fought fhelter from the 
barbarous rage of their perfecutors. The 
Bernardine who attended in fhewing thefe 
Subterraneous palTages, afTured ihe, that he 
bad made’ the tour of them about a -year 
Taking flint and fteel, ahd a fup- 
ply^of provifions, he followed their - '^a- 
”^ouS windings, which occupied’histoy ddys.; 
ahd' he found them penetrite fiife'fy-tiilrge 
miles under ground. 'Here' Sfe^ifiirb %ilt 
dontsuhing unque^iRtttabk''iQx^ of 
'Bft^f*St#tthd St. Pad!.' ''‘4- 


There 
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There ve three chi^rcbes confecrate^ to 
St. Peter, befiiicsthe grand cathedral. - The 
firft of tWe is in the Forum — and; h^. to 
ihew, under its foundation, the cell in. which 
St. Peter was confined. This church is 
called St. Pietro in Carcere. The fecond of 
thefe, is San Pietro in Montorio— a church 
iituated upon the antient Janiculum. This 
ipot is venerated as that upon which the 
Apoille fufiered martyrdom ; and the church 
owes its exigence to this tradition. Con"* 
noifieurs find in it a treafure beyond the 
merit of its hiftory. “ The Transfiguration,** 
of Raphael, is the great ornament of i|s 
altar. I have paiTed many hours in con- 
templating this painting, which, with the^. 
Peter and St. Paul at Bologna, pafs 
judgment for two of the heft paintings in 
Italy. From the terrace which CQnne^s 
with this church, one obtains a moft es^isn^ 
five view of the. city. 

St. Pietro in Vinculis is the laft of thele. 
This church is founded on a v^hiinfical trar 

dition ^ 
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dition : EudoHa, wife of Valentinian II. 
it is faid) built it at her own expence> in 
order to preferve the chain , with which 
Herod had bound St. Peter. The Pontiff of 
the time conceived a defire of meafuring the 
chain with that which had bound the fame 
Apoftle in the Marmertine prifon; when, 
lo ! on the experiment being made, the 
diimns miraculoufly united. .This wonder- 
ful depofit has given name and importance 
to the church. Here is the famous ftatue 
of Mofcs, efteemed the chef d’oeuvrc of 
Michael Angelo. 

If I could perfuade myfelf that you were 
not fatiirated with miracles, I could call In a 
thtmfand others to my affiftance: — ^fuch as the 
church of PrafTade, in which I have been 
ihewn ' the identical pillar to which Chrift 
iifras faftened, in order to be Icourged j— i*that 
of:the Sabina, in which is preferved a maffy 
.ihsne thrown by the-DevU at Su DoiUinick— 
and^ialily, wells filled with, the bipod of 
miti^vSiiand efficacwus for^the cure of dif- 
cale^ -through their holy intercelGon. 
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r^HERE are in this city numerous cofiee- 
houfes. 1 frequently pafs an hour at 
the clofe of the evening in fome one of 
them, and hear political fubjefts occafionally 
debated, tvith a degree of freedom and pub^ 
licity really furpriting. During the carni- 
val, thefe caffe’s are much reforted tOy after 
the clofe of the opera, or comedy, by all 
ranks and conditions of men. I have fre-* 
quently noticed the entrance of a clufter .bf 
the meanell plebeians, who called as authp- 
rltatively as their betters, for their cup of 
cofiee, or glafs of rofblio. A cup of cofiee 
is obtained for a baioccho, i. e. an h^f- 
penny Englifh ; and I have had pint glafles 
of iced lemonade for two baiocchds and a 
half. Roafted chefnuts, which are a very 
9 general 
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food throughout Italy, are tinlverial 
lit Rbme. Stalk abound iir every part of 
the dty, at which chefnuts and macaroni 
fmoke every hour of the day; and tbefe Teem 
to ferve the common people as the principal 
means of fubfiftence. 

The Romans appear to have a ftrong 
propenfity for ftage diverfions. This is very 
little to be wondered at, when it is conGder> 
ecT, that Theatres are only allowed during 
the carnival ; and that the whole of the 
year, that Ihort period excepted, is i^ent in 
the gloomy fervices of fuperftition, Occalion- 
ally enlivened by fome gaudy proceflion, 
which,' while it forwards the intereft of the 
priefttiood, ferves as a raree-lhow for the 
p^^le. The approach of the opera feafon 
is anticipated with joy. People of the 
nfeaheif condition will expend the income 
of ja week, or mbte, upon the purchafe of a 
ti^et for the firft night of the reprefehtation. 

Tfi6*^Veat Lords ufually treat their depend- 
ent^ #il^ ridkets bh this occafibh, and thele 
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are fold and jr^fold, till * ^®*'y 

price. A very , ordinary mechanic aflored 
roe, that he had difpafed of his ticket fdr 
what had enabled him to treat his friends 
with a handfome fupper. 

The ferious opera is grand j but the fevere 
edict which forbids, throughout the ed;lefi- 
aftical ftates, women to tread the ftage, ren- 
ders the comedy infuiFerable. The comic 
opera, or buffo, is that in which the Roman 
talent moft difplays itfelf. Play of mufclc 
and flexibility of voice render them perfed: 
maflers in colloquial and dramatic fing-fong. 
Two Virgins diftraded for the lofe of their 
lovers, flrft enter the ftage, and tell you in 
plaintiff treble, how the Nightingale flghs if 
fhe Ipfes her mate. A Valet de Chambre, 
prefently difeovers himielf, and utters in a 
bold tenor, the miferies of him who cannot 
adjuft the curls of his mafter’s hair. A 
Major-domo now takes up the fong; aqd in 
a folemn ftrain of bafs, exprefles the {dHic>r 
tions refulting from the non-fettlement of 
accounts. This , done— all at once ftrike out 
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In' a 4E|uartetto, moft moft tnelan<» 

clwly. Such are the ufual cdmbinations 
upon the Roman ilage. 

Dramatic ilnging, at leaft in the line of 
common incidents, approaches not in any 
town in Italy that degree of perfe<flion 
which it has attained among the Romans. 
Nature has given them a ftrong portion of 
genius; and though the bold traits of their 
great anceftors are nearly effaced, I cannot 
look upon either their countenance, or their 
charader, without concluding, HidXSiRoman 
is fbmething more than an Italian. 


LETTER XCVIII. 

Rome, Jan. id, 1792. 

jT^is furptiling to fee by how many arts 
the Romilh prieflhood ftudy to amufe, 
and to profit by the credulity of their fol- 
lowers. The feftival of St. Antonio, not 
the Paduan Antony, the patron of fifhes, 

but 
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but Antony the protedlor of horfes, mules, 
and afles, afforded me a ftrong proof of the 
artifices of catholic impofture. This cere- 
mony was performed in a public fquare. 
A pricft in furplice ftood at the door of the 
church, and with a long brufli, dipped, as 
often as occafion required, into a pail full of 
holy water, fcattered this undtion three times 
upon the horfes, as they entered into the 
court. Here all the equipages of the nobi- 
lity, no lefs than the horfes of hire, are 
driven, decorated with ribands. The prieft 
received from the votaries of the Saint, large 
wax candles, money, &c. according to their 
choice or means; while he gave them in 
return, a fmall print of the Saint, and a flight 
fprinkle of holy water. I treated the cere- 
mony with fome degree of levity, and re- 
ceived a rebuke from a true fon of the 
church ; who told me of many fatal acci- 
dents which had befallen thofe who refufed 
to have their horfes carried to the benedic- 
tion of St. Antony, ' 

VOL. II, F The 
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The church of the Jefuits alfo offers a 
fcene of barbarous and abfurd fuperftition. 
Within this church, the fcourge is nightly 
ufed ; and I have it from a catholic, who, 

I dare venture to affirm, has been of the 
number, that multitudes refort to the pe- 
nance which is here adminiffered. The 
lights are extinguifhed, and the penitents of 
both fexes offer their bare fhoulders to what- 
ever number of ftripes their fins may appear 
to deferve. I have more than once refolved 
to acquaint myfelf of the faft j but, under- 
flanding that the ffilletto would certainly 
difpatch me, were I found thus obtruding 
upon their folemn myfleries, I have con- 
cluded to admit the hiflory upon the credit 
of my reporter. 

I frequently encounter in my evening 
walks, funeral procefHons, attended by 
mourners, having whit^ mafques and light- 
ed candles, chaunting with hollow tones 
their Latin dirge. Whatever be the hour 
of the day, they equally bear the lighted 

candles. 
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candles. A gentleman related to me, that 
being indifpofed for a few days, he was fur- 
prifed to find that his valet had lighted up 
two wax candles of a collly fize during his 
confinement, in order to propitiate the vir- 
gin Mary. And yet in the midft of all this, 
nothing is refifted more ftrongly by thefe 
ignorant enthufiafts, than the charge of 
idolatry. Obferving a concourfe of people 
the other day about a fmall church fituated 
in the Piazza Colonna, I enquired the mean- 
ing; and was told, that a portrait of the Virgin 
there depofited, had lately performed a great 
miracle. The Madonna had, it feems, quit- 
ted her frame, in order to communicate to a 
Roman lady who had been robbed, fuch in- 
formation as led to the fubfequent difeovery 
of the parties, and recovery of the property. 
This report getting abroad, had given great 
fame to the picture ; and the devout are 
now crouding to the church, to pay it their 
daily homage. 
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Roine« Jan. 26 , 1792; 

Tt yry paflion for clafllcal ruins has lately 
been gratified in a very high degree, 
by an cxcurfion to Tivoli, the antient Tibur 
of the Romans. A bridge conducted us 
over the Anio, when fcarcely two leagues 
from the gates of Rome. At little more 
than twice that diftance, the ftrong exhala- 
tion from the Lago della Solfaterra began to 
alTail us, and we traverfed on foot two miles 
of ground, in order to fee thofe ifole natantly 
or fwimming iflands, which the violent fer- 
mentation of this fulphureous matter has 
detached from the contiguous foil. 

The antients annexed great virtues to 
thefe waters, and paid them a fpecies of 
worlhip. The cardinal d’Efte has a£led a 
wifer and more ufeful part : for he has cut 

a canal, 
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a, canal, by which their fuperabundant wa- 
ters, once productive of confiderable mif- 
chiefs, are now conveyed into the Teverone* 
The foil for a confiderable way round is en- 
crufted by the exhalations which arife from 
this ftagnant pool; and lefler lakes are 
formed, in which the bituminous matter is 
in conftant agitation. The Lucan bridge, 
which we next pafled, is remarkable for a 
monument to the memory of the Plautian 
family. As the day was but two-thirds 
fpent, we pafled the remaining hours of 
clear light upon our arrival at Tivoli, in 
viewing the elegant remains of the Sybils 
Temple. Time, which has preyed upon the 
building, has yet left it a femi-circular range 
of columns, in the face of that hill whence 
it is generally viewed. The verdure, which 
in fpring and autumn crowns this Temple, 
was not yet apparent, but the lightnefs of 
its ftruCture, the Angularity of its fituation, 
and the elegance of its decay, required no 

F 3 ■ additional 
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additional circumftances of ornament to ren- 
der it imprefiive. 

A very intelligent guide conducted us the 
following day over the various ruins of this 
romantic fcene. The villas of Msecenas, of 
HoracC) of Varus, Propertius, &c. once 
hung upon thefe delightful hills ; and fome 
indiftin£t fragments of the three firft are flill 
in exigence. Lucretilis has contended'with 
Tibur for the villa of Horace, and very 
bloodlefs battles have been fought upon 
paper to fettle this difputed point. For my 
own part, when I entered the few remaining 
chambers, and was told to recognize in 
thefe, the quondam abode of the lyric bard, 
I was happy to find the tradition encouraged 
by thofe emphatic lines : 

>-£go apis matinse 
More modoque 

Grata carpentis thyma per laborem 
Fturimum,. circa nemus uvidiqiut 
Tiburia ripas, operofa parvus 
Carminafingo. 
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Wines of antient celebrity were here of- 
fered us, and we gratefully poured out a 
libation to his manes. A Temple, very much 
upon the model of that of Minerva Medica, 
yet moftly inferior in iize and beauty, is 
*alfo among the elegant ruins at Tivoli. 

But the celebrated Fall of the Anio conili- 
tutes the chief ornament of this delightful 
ipot. This rapid llream precipitates here 
with noble violence among a clufter of 
rocks, burfting through feveral chafms form- 
ed by its own fury, till it finds a level bed, 
and an unobllru£ted channel. It was a 
luxury to pafs from point to point, in o^der 
to take in all the varieties which this noble 
cafcade prefents. The Anio, at the Ipot 
where the cafcade commences, is inclofed 
between- two mountains, covered with Ihrubs 
of perpetual verdure. On on^ of thefe 
Hands the little town of Tivoli, and the 
charming Temple of the Tiburtine Sybil. 
The oppofite mountain is that, upon the 
Hoping fides of which Hand the ruins of 
p 4 thofe 
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thofe villas once inhabited by the Poets } 
and they communicate, by means of bridges 
thrown over the Anio. The river rolling 
between thefe mountains, broken into dif- 
ferent forms and attitudes, tumbles from 
precipice to precipice; till, defcending at 
length to the vale beneath, it recovers its 
ufual tone, and falls without a murmur into 
the parent dream. We dood and faw, amidd 
a cloud of foam, the full body of the river, 
forcing its way through a hollow channel, 
with great force and magnificence. There 
we watched its branching dreamlets falling 
befide us, and fcboping from the folid rock 
paflages that refembled the effedls of art. 

The Gardens of Ede, the Villa of Adrian, 
&c. are alfo among the important curiofities 
of the vicinity — the fird for the fantadical 
didribution of its grounds, but more for the 
magnificent prolpeds which are feen from 
its terrace. The Villa of Adrian is a vad 
track of ruins, meriting an attentive exami- 
natioDr J^abourers are dill employed in 

turning 
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turning up this foil at intervals, and the 
fpeculation is found to anfwer extremely 
well. 

We accepted the propofal made by our 
Cicerone, of conduding us to the Comedy. 
A grolTo, /. e. three-pence, was the price of 
admittance to the boxes. The exhibition 
was truly ridiculous. The main part of the 
plot was a trick difplayed by Punchinello 
upon a great Connoifleur. A Cavalier, who 
was in love with his daughter, introduces 
himfelf to the efteera of the Connoifleur, by 
telling him, that he has in his poflfefllion a 
very fine llatue. The Connoiffeur intreats 
the favor of a fight. This antique flratue— 
which is no other than Punchinello himfelf, 
accoutred for the purpofe — is at length 
prefented to the view of the enraptured 
ConnoiflTeur. After fome ridiculous circum- 
ftances of extacy on the part of the one, and 
grimace, of the other, the virtuofo approaches 
to handle the god. Punchinello fprings 
from his bafe, and beftows upon the Con- 

noilTeur 
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noiileur a fevere baftinadoing, to the great 
'pleafure and fatisfat^ion of the audience, 
and the cuttain was dropped amidft loud 
and general plaudits. 


LETTER C. 

Roman jurifprudence does not appear 
to advantage in the mode of admini> 
ilering its civil puniihments. Independent 
of that partiality which connives at a mur> 
der, and wreaks its vengeance upon a fraud, 
what wifdom can you difeover in diflo> 
cutting the limbs of a felon, and then lend- 
ing him abroad to join the fraternity of 
cripples and beggars? In perform!^ this 
barbarous operation, a lignal is ^Pe, and 
the miferable vidlim is dragged ^ip by a 
pulley to a conliderable height in ' the air. 
lihiS is repeated three times, by llackening 
and drawing the cord alternately; and 

thas 
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that with more or lefs violence, according to 
the circumftances of the cafe. 

The 'ufe of the ftilletto, though greatly 
difcontinued, is by no means at an end. It 
is the invariable companion of the common 
people; and the meaneft raggamuihn in 
Rome has his pack of cards in one pocket, 
and his ftilletto in the other. Two^thirds 
of the afTalTmations which are committed, 
are fuppofed to take their rife in difputes at 
play ; and the knife is ever at hand to avenge 
a quarrel. Thofe who have been relident 
here for a number of years, report very un* 
favorably of the Roman temper, as vin- 
didive and unforgiving. 1 have heard, that 
aflfaflinations have fometimes amounted to 
Sixteen in a day. A Painter of repute here, 
fpeaks from recolle^ion of at leaR an equal 
number. He himfelf, as he relates the Rory,, 
had taken a pupil from a Roman family; 
and chancing ihortly afterwards to mi& his 
watch, he took an opportunity of intimating 
to the lad Hs fufpicions that he was the 
( 3 thief. 
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thief. The boy denied the fad:, and the 
matter feemed at reft. Some time after this, 
the Painter being at his bufinefs, difcovered, 
on accidentally turning round, the boy with 
a naked poignard, ready to ftrike. The boy 
ruftied from the room, and in quitting the 
houfe, ftabbed a female fervant, whom he 
fufpeded 'to have been the informer, and 
then took fhelter in fome fanduary. The 
Painter determined to profecute to the laft 
extremity fo complete a villain. The wo- 
man, after languifliing for fome time, reco- 
vered } and the profeeutor, finding the dif- 
ficulties of bringing the offender to juftice 
daily increafe, and being threatened with 
fome fatal vengeance if he ftiould perfift, 
was compelled to relinquifli his fuit, and the 
affalfin now walks the ftreets with impunity. 

I have myfelf feen a flagrant inftance of 
this nature lipon a late occafion, in one of 
the moft public quarters of the city. A man, 
who feemed to be tranfported with rage, 
was ftruggling with two or three, who found 

great 
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great difficulty in holding him. His knife 
glittered in his hand, and he ufed every 
effort and expreffion of violence. I had 
fcarcely turned into the Piazza del Popolo, 
when I faw a number of people hurrying 
away another, armed alfo with a ftilletto, 
who appeared the antagonift of the former. 
This lafl; quickly forced his way from his 
friends, and ruihed into the houfe occupied 
by the other, where in all probability the 
mifchief was completed. What furprifed 
me moft in viewing this circumffance was, 
that though happcuing in the face of day, it 
fecmed fcarccly to engage at all the attention 
of the people ; who, while I took refuge in 
ray apartments, chilled with horror," paffed 
to their devotions, or their bufinefs, with 
apparent unconcern. 

At the Theatre of Capranica I lately faw 
the reprefentation of a drama, which in- 
duced me neverthelefs to doubt the vengeful 
fpirit of this people, in the extent which 
fome have affigned. The chara^ers of this 

piece 
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piece were, the King of England, a Duke of 
Mompford, Milord Veal, &c. This Eng- 
liih Duke, a man cruel and inexorable, had 
in the rage of jealoufy confined his wife in 
a cell, where was depofited the mouldering 
ikeleton of her murdered lover — the fable 
is not original. — The horrors of this fcene 
excited great murmurings in the audience ; 
but when they faw her proftrate at his feet, 
difhevelled, and in tears, and witneflfed the 
unnatural violence of his repulfe, — they 
could no longer reftrain the emotions of 
their indignation, and the play could with 
difSculty proceed. At length, the hufband 
begins to foften ; and, yielding to the im- 
pulfe of nature and the return of affedion, 
be embraces her with a declaration of un- 
referved forglvenefs. The audience now 
broke forth into the moft pai&onate ex- 
preilions of joy and admiration. The ac- 
clamations feemed at once involuntary and 
univerfal. 


During 
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During the repreientation, I heard it olj- 
ferved, ** Per dir il vero queft Inglefe e un 
** po crudele.” “To fay the truth, this Eng- 
“ liihman is rather cruel.” — “ Si, (was the re- 
ply,) ma bifogna avere gran coraggio per 
“ efler cofi crudele.” “ True, but a man muH: 

have great courage to be fo cruel.” — ^This 
is a fentiment of true Italian growth. 

1 confefs, were I inclined to admit this 
obfervation as illuftrative of general charac- 
ter, I fliould conclude but ill of a people, 
with whom courage and cruelty are con- 
founded : and an indifpolltion to violent re- 
venge, confidered as a deficiency of fpirit 
and refolution. 



[ So ] 
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Romans make great ufe of the even- 
ing« In fummer, they are rarely feen 
abroad till funfet; and this is with them the 
fignal for enjoyment. The fong, the dance, 
the promenade, then commence ; and the 
greater part of the night is paiTed in thofe 
kinds of feftivities. I alked a Roman, What 
was his chief delight in the fummer months ? 
He told me, ** mangiare le fiche tutta la 
“ notte j” “ to eat 6gs all night.” And^of thefe 
they have, abundance, of an excellent quality. 
Even at the prefent, which is not one of 
their leaft fevere feafons, the evening brings 
out many upon the public walks. The 
wind has blown very lharp in the courfe of 
the laft month ; and they call it a hard 
winter, becaufe it fnowed for a little more 

6 than 
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than half an hour. I thought at the time, 
that the fnow would have fettled, but a 
Roman corrected my conjecture — “ non 
“ refta mai la neve qui,” “ the fnow never 
“ fettles here,” — which proved to be the fadt. 
The great cloak, which is worn by all when 
walking the ftreets, ferves as a fufHcient 
difguife for what is worn, or what is want- 
ing underneath ; and as this can be loofened 
at pleafure, it anfwers for every feafon of 
the year. When about to iffue from their 
chamber, they throw this cloak over their 
ihouldcrs, and bring it fo far over the lower 
part of the face, as to enclofe a fpace for 
breathing. This they do, agreeable to their 
own account, in order that they may re- 
Ipire the air of the chamber in walking the 
ftreets, and not be expofed to the natural 
element. 

The cpnfecration of days is a fource of 
great idlenefs to this people, as it is to the 
inhabitants of catholic countries In general ; 
and the iuipenfton of work fo frequently 

VOL. II. 
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commanded, mufl in its part contribute to 
the poverty which reigns among them. It 
is difficult to know what the ftate of fociety 
is, in the humbler aflemblies of this people. 
They feem fcarcely to feek any higher 
amufement, than that of gazing at the equi- 
pages of their nobles and cardinals. The 
higher ranks have, on their part, very little 
to boaft. Provided they are gazed at, their 
end ieems anfwered. Hence they drefs 
themfelves out in diamonds; or, where thefe 
are wanting, in lijangles: — ^fhow themfelves 
half an hour at the different converfaziones, 
and then retire to their macaroni and their 
beds. 

' The king’s aunts, the Abbe Mauri, and 
fbme celebrated emigrants are among the 
principal objects of attradlion, which thefe 
affemblies hold out to a firanger ; and it is 
Icarcely a fufficient recompence for being 
bound in velvet, and accoutred in the gaudy 
trappings of an obfolete age. Oecafionally 
ibme departure is made from this dull rou- 
■ ^ tine, 
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tine, and an academia or coiicert is given. 
At fuch times the Roman pride allows itfelf 
full fcopc, and the entertainment is conduc- 
ed with liberality and fplcndor. The Prince 
of Carignan was honored with a ceremony 
of this nature, and a very grand difplay of 
muficand magnificence at the Palaces Doria 
and Golonna. The peace between Ruflia 
and the Porte gave occafion to another en- 
tertainment at the Palace of the AmbafTador 
of the court of St. Peterlburgh. An ode 
was performed, in which the pacific virtues 
of Catherine were highly extolled j— —and 
proofs of her humanity enumerated: — -the 
Rorming of Ifmail was not in the catalogue. 
The ode was fucceeded by a ball, in which 
’ ah 'attempt was made to unite the Englilh 
and the Romans in a dance. It produced 
however fo great confufion among the lat- 
ter, — ^who content themfelves principally 
with inflexions of the body,— that, after 
many fruitlefs efforts on the one part and 
the other, the cuRom of the country was 
G 2 fuffered 
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fufFered to prevail, and the Romans , were 
left mailers of the held. 

The defed: of education is ftrongly vifible 
in the Roman ladies. Their converfation is 
confined to the moft ordinary topics. Few 
of the firfl condition can write their names ; 
at lead fuch is the report which I have fre- 
ijuently heard : and for fo much I can an- 
fwer, that an Englifh Lady has written to a 
Princefs of great beauty at Naples, who has 
caufed her to be informed, that Ihe is learn- 
ing to write j and hopes, in courfe of time^ 
to acquire the art fufficiently for the pur- 
pofe of correfpondence. Her filler is mar- 
ried to a Roman Duke — and the Neapolitan 
Princefs is faid to be the bell educated of the 
two. I remarked to a native, how extra- 
ordinary it was, that the education of the 
females Ihould be fo grofsiy neglefted. He 
replied, “ By no means — it was totally un- 
** neceffary j for that a woman before fhe is 
“ married, is clofely confined, fees little fo- 
ciety, and mud have no communications i 
4 “ and 
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** and that when fhe is married, il Cavaliere 
“ fervente fa tutto per lei, — her Ciciibeo 
undertakes every thing for her.” 

Morals are furely at a low ebb in this city. 
All circumftances concur to favor their cor- 
ruption ; and although it would be juft to 
ufe caution in pronouncing upon eccleliafti- 
cal morality, yet a life of fplendor and 
falhion under the law of celibacy, is not the 
beft fecurity for private virtue. The dark- 
nefs of the ftreets has been in itfelf alledged, 
as having an objedt not ftridtly fpiritual j and 
the reproof vvhich I received from an Abbd 
at a converfazione, for carrying a torch, on 
my return late in the evening from a Cafie, 
led me to infer — that the churchmen may 
have reafons for prohibiting lights, which 
it would be little to their credit publicly to 
avow. 
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Rome« Feb. 13, 1792, 

mind, that takes a pleafure in view- 
ing the contrails of charadler, will find 
a fingular gratification in vifiting this city 
at the different feafons of penance and de-^ 
votion. A long and uniform folemnity, in- 
fperfed only with a few private concerts and 
heavy converfaziones, had almoft taught 
me to forget, that there is — among other 
times-^** a time to laugh.” The gaieties of 
the carnival have quickened my recolledion. 
Since Saturday noon, all has been mirth and 
frolic in this metropolis* The whole length 
of the Corfo— extending more than an Eng- 
lifh mile — was crouded with ambulatory 
roaiks in its centre ; and double rows of 
carriages, on each of its fides. All forts of 

inven* 
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inventions, ufual on fuch occafions, were 
here exhibited ; and the air refounded with 
fongs, fliouts, and clamors. 

It feemed to be a point of religion with 
all perfons throughout this capital, who were 
not incapacitated by infirmity, to mingle 
in the proceffion of the mafks. The young 
and adive were exhibiting their poftures, 
as Harlequins, Quack Do«Siors, &c. — the 
old were feated in elbow chairs at the doors 
of their houfes, fhaking their aged fides at 
the humours that were paffing in review 
before them. It appeared very greatly the 
rage, for men to veil themfelves in female 
drefles. This is, I fuppofe, in revenge for 
the. liberty fo generally taken by the Roman 
women, of afluming, for fome convenient 
purpofe, the male habit. 1 am informed, 
that this is by no means unufual in their at- 
tendance even on the Theatres, 

It was not till late in the afternoon, that 
the whimfical races, of which you have 
heard fo much, began. It is difficult indeed 
G 4 to 
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to fneak of beginning y when tlie vrhole is 
ponfummated in the twinkling of an eye; 
and the commencement and termination are 
fo nearly coincident. A Iheet drops j ten or 
twelve ponies ru(h, like a guil of wind, 
through the channel formed by the carriages; 
and in a competition, which is ufually fatal 
to fome of their number, ftruggle for a pal- 
try piece of velvet. The eye has very little 
fhare in the gratification which this race is 
fuppofed to produce. But then, ample 
amends is made by thofe harmonies, which 
the clattering of the pavement, the jingling 
of the tinfel ornaments, and the fliouts of 
the fpe£tators, convey to the ear. 

The maiking and racing have been re- 
peated this day; and 1 willconfefs, thatlhe 
repetition of thefe fooleries reconciled me to 
the depree whiph fixes our departure from 
this place for to-morrow. Our profefled 
obje^ in this arrangement is, to catch a 
gleam of Neapolitan humour, in the clofing 
feeaes of this fefiive feafon*. Humour is a 

leaven ; 
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leaven; and, wifely adminiftered, it im- 
proves and benefits the mafa. But excefa, 
in no cafe more than this, forfeits and re- 
volts a rational mind. But Goldfmith has 
expreffcd this truth with fo much accuracy, 
that I fhall borrow his remark, as a final 
defcription of the efFe£l which a Roman 
carnival has upon my temper and fpirits. 
“ The company of fools may at firft make us 
laugh, but never fails in the end to make 
** us melancholy.” 


LETTER cm. 

* ' Naples, Feb. 18, 1792. 

KINGS have changed fince Horace tra- 
veiled. “ Minus eft gravis Appia tar- 
“ dis,” — he tells us. The maxim is now 
inverted, “ II n’y a (fays M. Dutens in his 
“ Itineraire) qu*a Piperno ou Gaeta, ou Ton 
“ puifTe coucher fur cette route : mais il 

“ vaut 
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vaut mieux voyager touts la nuit** Velletri 
vra# the firft place that oJBered us quarters ; 
and here we were wretchedly entertained, 
at the rate of half a guinea per head. The 
humours of maiking had found their way 
into this miferable place, and the night was 
confecrated to clamorous feftiviiy. Terra- 
cina bounded ourfecond day’s journey ; the 
chief amufement of which confifted in fpe- 
culating upon the Pontine Marfli, and pit- 
turing, as our carriage rolled over the Ap- 
pian road, the Poet’s journey to Brundifmm* 
At Tre-ponti, about mid-diftance be- 
tween Velletri and Terracina, labourers were 
employed in carrying on thofe works of 
public utility, which, amidfl: all his bigot- 
ted follies, the prefent Pope is indullrious to 
complete. As an Ater Palusy this tra£^ of 
xnarlhy country has experienced a very fa- 
lutary improvement : and though the com- 
plexions of the labourers and inhabitants at 
Tre*ponti indicated the fickly temperament 
of this region, yet advances have been fo 
1 far 
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far made towards falubrity, as to render 
habitable through the year, what was for- 
merly deemed hazard9us even for a night. 
As the falubrity of Rome arifes in great part 
from the exhalations which the Pontine 
marflies engender, it is a defign of no 
mean dignity to cleanfe and frudify thofc 
noxious fwamps; which extend between 
eight and nine leagues in length, and infell 
the whole circumjacent country with pef- 
tilential effluvia. The approach to Terra- 
cina announces a moft agreeable change of 
feene and climate. Fine orangeries, loaded 
with fruit, covered the hills, and gave us, 
in exchange for wildnefs and fterility, the 
higheft degree of luxuriance, fragrance, and 
beauty. “ Impofuum faxis late cadentibus,” 
is a very accurate defeription of this ancient 
town. This is more particularly the cafe 
in its prefent ftate, as Jupiter, its original 
patron, having apparently abandoned ita 
concerns,— nothing remains to fix the tra- 
veller’s attention, but the peculiarity of its 

fituation. 
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iituatlon) and the afpe£t of its roc^. The 
“ Gircaeum jugum,” or Monte Circello, as 
it is now called, (lands full in front ; and a 
dilh of figs, ferved up for our evening’s cn» 
tertainment, afforded us a delicious fpeci- 
men of its fruits. Its fame, however, prin- 
cipally depends upon its being regarded as 
the feat of witchcraft, and the ilrong hold 
of necromancy and conjuration. Our third 
day brought us, over great inequalities of 
country, to Mola di Gaeta. 

In ififuing from Terracina, the road ran 
along the fea coafl, under the frowns of 
fieep and abrupt rocks. Then winding 
among the mountains, it condu£led us 
through fcenery of the moft pifturefque 
chara^er. The hedges were almoft inva- 
liably of myrtle, intermixed with laurellina, 
yellow jefamine, and (hrubs the moft beau- 
tiful and odoriferous. Fundi, or Fondi, as 
it is now called, was.fituated in the very 
bofom of beauty. A vifit from the police 
and revenue officers of his Neapolitan Ma- 

jefty. 
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jeftyi upon our entrance into his dominions, 
gave me an opportunity of glancing upon 
the romantic and variegated mountains 
which furround this fhadow of a town. 
Whether the deformity of the Campania 
have fharpened my relifti for natural beauty, 
I know not j but my admiration was ex- 
cited by the fcenes of this day, to an extra- 
vagant degree ; and I feemed, in my enthu- 
fiafm, to have found myfelf in the midll of 
enchantment. 

Our inn at Gaeta was the center point of 
the bay, and commanded a grand fcope of 
profpe£l both over land and fea. Here the 
red mullet is, by epicures, faid to abound in 
great perfection. We pafled, on our fourth 
day, the marlhes of Minturnaj, famous as 
the hiding-place of Marius; and crofling 
the Gagliarno, defervedly called tacitumus 
amnisy indulged in a paufe of half an hour at 
San Agato, iituated in the vicinity of the an- 
tientSinuefia. Of this place I neither kno^ nor 
care more than its having been the rendez- 


vous 
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VOU8 of that meeting, facred to genius and 
friendihip, of which Horace has given ib 
rapturous a report. We entered Capua in 
a violent dorm of thunder and hail. Had 
Hannibal marched his victorious veterans 
into modern Capua, they would have been 
in no danger of being enervated by its lux- 
ury. Retiring early to our beds, we min- 
gled our murmurs with thofe of the ftorm, 
which played through the broken cafement. 

I could not quit this town without feel- 
ing a portion of that melancholy to which 
the retrolpeCtive view of human viciffitudes 
^ves birth. The whole extent of Italy is a 
field of fimilar reflection. Wrecks and mo- 
numents of antient importance are, through- 
out this country, the perpetual food of 
thought. Capua once held a place among 
the firfl: of cities ; and the ruined materials 
of what once exifted, yet catch the fpcCtator’s 
eye. The tradition of her greatnefs is, how- 
ever, the only monument which preferves 
its memory; and the traveller finds a dif- 
ficulty 
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ficulty in believing that this miferable town 
was- 

Altcni dicla olim Catthago^ et altera Roma,” 

A feconJ Carthage once, a fecond Rome.” 
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Naples, Feb. 24, 1792. 

JAM impatient to catch and convey the 
manners, drefs, air, and folly of this gay 
and glittering city. Fortunately for my de- 
fign, all is open and undiflembled. 1 have 
feen no place in which nature is lefs re- 
Hrained by the laws of morals, or even of 
decorum. That thin and flimfy veil, which, 
■ ilifguifing the groflhefs of vice, renders it-r- 
if not lefs criminal — lefs ofienfive, feems 
here to be either unknown, or unregarded. 
The palfions Ipeak a language of the molf 
licentious depravity. 

Notwithftanding the tedioufnefs of our 
journey from Rome, we arrived in fufficient 

time 
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time to catch the parting rays of the Car- 
nival. Feftinos, operas, and proceffions of 
xnafques, were yet following each other in 
rapid fucceffion. The tide of amufement 
at thefe places does not fet in till the day is 
clofed. With the light, yet perfedt difguifc 
of an artificial nofcy I mixed at midnight 
with an aflcmbly, diverfified by all the 
varieties of harlequin, fliepherd, mounte- 
bank, and a thoufand indefinable charac- 
ters. The opera houfe of San Carlos was 
the Tlieatre of Rendezvous ; and the lamps 
with which it was decorated, reflefted from 
the numerous mirrors, exhibited a blaze of 
ijplendor. The king’s guards, dreffed in 
their gala fuits, paraded round the theatre ; 
and fome fantaftical devices were played off, 
amidfi: the blended founds of mufic and 
clamor. Form was foon given up, and all 
ranks mixed without referve. I did not 
feel myfclf quite at home in this new ele- 
ment. The heat was infupportable, and the 
prefence of the king rendered it impoffible 

to 
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to untnafk. Among the various forms that 
moved before me, was a malk of grave 
and folcmn guife ; fpeechlefs throughout 
the night, and cautious in all his adlons. 
He bore upon his forehead the following 
inl'cription ; 

‘‘ Chi fono e d’ onde vengo io ignoro, 

£ la folitudine Io adoro.’* 

“ Nor who, nor whence I am, I know aright 5 
Cut perfeA folitude is my delight.’’ 

This feemed to convey a reflexion fufllci- 
cntly fatirical upon the multitude aflembled 
around him. 'My entertainment was con- 
fiderably abridged, by the difficulty I found 
in converfing with the natives, whofe lan- 
guage is a grofsly corrupt dialedl of the 
genuine Tufean; and habit, rather than 
ftudy, feems requffite to underftand its de- 
viations. The monofyllablc mo is ufed 
with a frequency and variety, for which I 
am entirely unable to account. It feems to 
enter into almoft every fentence, and is a 
VOL. II. H perfect 
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perfect catchword with the common peo- 
ple. A boatman, who conduced me acrofs 
the bay, uttered, with a loud and emphatic 
tone of voice, to a filherman at a diftance, 
Mo ! The other, lifting up two fingers of 
his right hand, and inclining his head, re- 
plied, Mo ! From the circumftanccs of the 
cafe, I was enabled to interpret this ambi- 
guous term, which meant in the queftion, 
“ Have you caught any fifli and in the 
reply, a decifive negative. 

I confefs to you, that this fingle circum- 
fiance has deterred me from meddling with 
a language in which fuch artificial variety, 
but real famenefs, prevails. It would be a 
hopelefs labour to feck in fyftem, what is 
firorigly connected with habit; and that 
language promifes but ill to a fiudent of 
rules, whofe terms depend— not only for 
their emphafis, but alfo for their fenfe — on 
nods and geftures ; on flexions of the muf- 
cles, and contortions of the body. 
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Bay of Naples and its environs form 
a draught of higher and more finiflied 
fcenery, than I have yet feen under any 
meridian. The Hotel w'e inhabit, furniflies 
every advantage to the eye, and embraces 
a fphere, into which enter all the objefts of 
any magnitude for which Naples is vifited. 
To the right, Puzzuolo, Mifenura, Baice ; 
the dulky and majeftic Vefuvius to the left ; 
and a fine opening of the fea in front, ter- 
minated by the charming iflands of Gapre, 
&c. compofe a groupe which the mind of 
the Painter, intent upon artificial arrange- 
hient, would find it diificult to improve. 

The Promenades upon the Quay, difpofed 
with more attention to regularity than 
beauty, have at leaft the advantage of a 
n 2 noble 
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noble and varied profpcdi. Indeed, I have 
not yet found, in all nrjy wanderings round 
this place, a fpot of ground wholly deftitute 
of natural or local beauty. Where the view 
of fea,illands, or promontories, hap^ris to be 
intercepted, this lofs is ahnoft invariably 
compel! fated by forae pidturefque enchant- 
ment. Some loofc and delicate fhriibbcry 
fixes, by its wanton (hoots, the fpedlator’s 
eye, and pi’events him from regretting the 
bounds which intercept the grander objedls. 
The whole of this country is indeed the' 
feat of beauty, and Nature feems to have 
beftowed one of her richeft climes upon the 
moft unworthy of her fons. 

As a tranfient traveller, I pretend not to 
afiign the beft inveftigated reafons 'fbr the 
charadters I draw ; but here the bold and 
mafculiue features of vice and profligacy 
render it only difficult to find terms fuf- 
ficiently forcible to exprefs the genuine co- 
lours under which they appear. Tliat the 
lower orders in this city (hould be corrupt 

and 
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and abandoned, is a matter of little furprile 
to thofe who fee the condition of life to 
which they are expofcd. From twenty to 
thirty thoufand Lazzoronis^ almoft un- 
clothed^ and totally unhoufed, ranging this 
great city for a precarious fubfiftence, are a 
fort of people well calculated for corrupting 
and being corrupted. It is natural to fup- 
pofe, that the evil commencing here, will 
have a wide circulation, and corrupt, by a 
powerful leaven, the great mafs of the com- 
mon people. For thefe Lazzaroni are not 
a loofe and diforderly number j they are an 
army of raggamuffins, .under an eftabliftied 
fort of difcipline ; and are confidered by 
the State, as an order not to be negle£ked, 
or more properly fpeaking, not to be op- 
prefled beyond a certain point. They have, 
it fhould feem, an invifible bond of union ; 
and, when their rights are invaded, endea- 
vour to make their importance felt. So far, 
however, as I can learn, they have not yet 
framed a Charter of Rights, which might 
11 3 not 
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not with equal propriety Include the dogs 
that follow them. Nakcdnefs, hunger, ex- 
pofure to the elements, are grievances which 
have never entered into any of their remon- 
flrances. The members of this Corps arc 
generally fcleded, as inftruments of per- 
jury and aflalfination, crimes very prevalent 
in this country, from the corrupt ftate of 
their Courts, and the tendernefs of their 
laws againft the fhedders of blood. If cre- 
dit might be given to the current eftimates, 
five thoufand have periflied in one year by 
the knife of the aflaflin. 

A conference is faid to have been lately 
held with his Neapolitan Majefty, upon the 
fubjc£t of alfaflinations, and the neceffity of 
punilliing the aflaflin with death, ftrongly 
contended for. His Majefty begged leave 
to differ from his learned advifers, on the 
propriety of this ftep ;— ** For at prefent,” 
faid the Monarch, “ I lofe five thoufand of 
“ my fubjedts by aflaffination ; if, there- 
fore, I were to put to death every affaflin, 
3 “I fhould 
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“ I ihould lofe double the number.” This 
reply will ferve to Ihew, that, in fome 
countries, at leaft, the executive and legifla- 
tive powers are wifely kept diftind. 


LETTER CVI. 

TN accounting for the corruption of the 
lower orders of people in this metro- 
polis, the fources were I'ufliciently appa- 
rent, and a fort of apology was at hand. 
It is not however fo eafy to find a folution, 
or excufe, for that barefaced profligacy, 
which the higher claiTes, without fcruple, 
adniit ; and over which it is fcarcely held 
neceflTary to throw a veil. The obligation 
of the marriage vow is treated as a mere 
illufion ; and the ceremony itfelf confidered 
in no other light, than as affording a fort of 
ian£tion to the indulgence of an unreftrained 
licentioufnefs. Indeed, the example of the 
H 4 Sovc- 
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Sovereign gives little countenance to the 
oppofite virtues. His favourites are known 
to be numeious j and, under this vicious 
meridian, all attention to decorum is dis- 
carded as fuperfiuQiis — if not ridiculous. 

The grand anmfement of Naples is the 
Opera, ferious and comic ; but at the period 
of our arrival, it was already much in the 
wane. The celebrated Banti, a finger of 
uncommon powers, filled indeed thel'heatre 
with the ftrcngih and melody of her notes ; 
but fcarcely an attraction fubfiiled bolides. 
Since the tennination of the Carnival, the 
Academia forms the only public rendezvous 
of the failiionablc world. To this noble 
Academy, as it is called, a ticket of admif- 
fion is without difficulty procured from the 
Englilh Miniftcr. I think I never palTed 
through quite fo many apartments, in order 
to arrive at one. This is a trick pra£lifed in 
an high degree at Rome. In order to im- 
preis the vilitor with an exaggerated idea of 
the magnitude of the palaces, the entrance 

is 
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is ufually fo managed, that its diftance from 
the rendezvous of the company may be the 
greateft pofiible. 7’his gives the pofTelfor 
an opportunity of exhibiting a countlefs 
fuite of chambers, and an extended alley, 
formed by all his houfehold in their gala 
drefs. The approach to the Saloon of the 
Academy was contrived with the fume at- 
tenilon to pomp and magnificence ; and the 
fervants attending were gorgeoufly appa- 
relled in liveries of crimfon and gold. The 
band is good, and, as well as the fingers, 
fcleifled for the Opera. 

But the mulic forms no part of the enter- 
tainment — if one may judge from the in- 
attention of the company — few of whom 
appear to know, or at leaft to confider, that 
fifty people are ftraining their arms and 
throats in their fervice. Converfation, in- 
trigue, and play, are the chief objefts of 
alTociating at this mufical meeting, which 
has. in fa£t, as little to do with mufic, in 
refpe^t to the company, as the Converfazione 

at 
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at Rome has with converfation. The name 
is however refpedtabie ; and thofc who have 
any of the purpofes to effeiSt which pre- 
dominate in thefe aflemblies, find rather a 
protedion, than an obftacle, in the little 
analogy that fubfifts between the real and 
the profefled defign of the meeting. 
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Naples, Feb. 27, 1792. 

JT was amongft my earlicft gratifications 

of curiofity here, to vifit that Mountain, 

whofe volcanic ebullitions have been fo lone 

o 

and fo dreadfully famed j and againft whofe 
ravages the potent arm of St. Januarius * 
alone has been able to lift a fhield. The 
bafe of the Mountain ftands at a very fhort 

* A ilatcc of this Saint is ere<^ed at the foot of the 
Mountain ; and it is by virtue of his hand extended^ that 
Naples is fuppofed hitherto to have efcaped. 


difiance 
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diftance from the town of Portici ; and here 
Guides, Cicerones, and Mules, attend for 
the fervice of the curious. We made free 
with one of the fecond defeription, two of 
the firft, and declined taking any of the 
laft into our fuite. A very little afeent up 
the broader part of the bafe, which extends 
down to the fea, furnifhed a noble view of 
the Bay — foftened as it was in that inftant 
with the beams of the fun. Tlie path then 
began to conduct us over vaft heaps of 
lava : it refembles ftriiHy a plowed field, 
the foil of which is thrown up in irregular 
diftributions of black and unbroken clods. 
Of thefe the age and circumftances are well 
known by the Cicerones, who explained 
the phaenomena attending them, and affign- 
ed to each their regular dates. Our Cice- 
rone was not however a philofophcr, he 
never intermeddled with catifes ; contenting 
himfelf with effects, he rchearfed his cata- 
logue of figns and wonders ; and had only 
anfwers for thofe queftions which were 


con- 
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conne£ted with what immediately preceded 
in the dialogue. 

The path we were now purfuing, was 
tnavked out as la Gacda del Re,” or 
“ the King’s Hunt.” The inequality and 
Iharpncfs of the lava rendered this part of 
the expedition particularly inconvenient ; 
and it was no confolatory circumftance, to 
find, upon advancing, the roiighnefs and 
the declivity confidcrably incrcalc. The 
half-dillance was marked by a ftone of 
enormous bulk, which was laft year dif- 
charged from the crater, and, fettling here, 
is eftimated to divide the afeent with tole- 
rable exadnefs. Some diftance from this, 
and not till a deep and rugged track of lava 
is pafled, commences what is called the 
Pain de Sucre.” This is the Crown of 
the Mountain, confiding entirely of adies, 
precifely conical, and extremely difficult of 
afeent. 

It is unucccfiiiry to infid upon the incon- 
venience of climbing over loofe and warm 

alhes. 


II 
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allies. The Guides girt on their belts, and, 
recommending us to hang by tbefe, afiilled 
our movements by thus fcrambling before 
us. The effluvia of the warm alhes was fo 
relaxing, as to render this part of the a/cent 
more fatiguing than any portion of climb- 
ing I ever underwent. We reached, how- 
ever, by perfeveriiig exertions, the Crater, 
and thruft our heads over that awful batin, 
from which has iflued the dcftrudtioti of 
thoufands. Clouds of thick fmoke, ftrongly 
impregnated with fulphur, rendered it im- 
poffible to make any difeoveries. The va- 
por was powerful to a degree approaching 
fuflbeation. The Guides called out, “ Faz- 
zoletti,” “ Handkerchiefs.” With thefe 
we defended ourfelves againll the attacks 
of the fulphur : and clinging round the 
waifts of the Guides, defeended with a 
rapidity which contrafted well with the 
tardinefs of our afeent. 

The Hermitage furnitlied us, upon our 
defeent, a grateful refreffltnent. This Her- 
mitage 
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mitage is fituated under the protection of a 
ridge, which fecures it for the prefent 
againft the lava. An old Regular, and a 
Secular, inhabit tins dreary abode j and of- 
fer their humble tribute of eggs and lagrima 
Chrifti, (a wine in fome repute,) to thofe 
whom curiofity draws to thefe tremendous 
regions. The Hermit has been fourteen 
years an inhabitant of this folitude. His 
companion has but lately become of his 
fociety. The firft of thefe has an annuity 
from Government, for refiding here ; and 
it would be difficult to conceive, how an 
adequate reward can be given for fuch fer- 
vices, were it not fufficiently known, that 
nature has fuited the propenfities of fome 
men to htuations which have no conceiv- 
able attradkions. I afked him, if he was 
not terrified at living in fo dangerous a 
neighbourhood. He replied, “ By no 
“ means. That the Hermitage had been 
“ eftabliffied more than two hundred years, 
** and no inftance had yet happened of in- 

« jury 
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« jury to the Hermit. The Hermitage had 
“ indeed once fhifted its ground, by a fin- 
gular force and diredlion of the lava ; 
but that tlie Hermit himfclf had found 
means of efcape.” 

Habit is doubtlcfs the parent of content, 
or it would be difficult to imagine how a 
being, endued with mortal affedtions, could 
fleep fecurely within the ffiadc of a moun- 
tain, wffiich has already buried whole cities 
in lava and affies. A fmall gratuity repaid 
the Hermit for his civil offices. Our names 
were enrolled in the Catalogue of Adven- 
turers, who had bent over the brow of the 
Crater ; and we rejoined, with fome addi- 
tional fatigue, our equipage — feeling very 
fenlibly, that Vefuvius is a mountain which 
it is more pleafant to have afeeuded^ than 
to qfeend. 
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Naples, Feb, 28, 1792. 

'n'ROM the Lava of Vefuvius, I have bee*n 
to vifit the Ruins of Pompeia ; and, 
having taken a peep intotheGulph itfelf,was 
defirous of feeing its deftrudlive effedls 
upon tliofe who are fo unfortunate as to 
ftand in its neighbourhood. Difeovered by 
accident, and laid open by induftty, part of 
^he antient town of Pompeia, deftroyed by 
a Ihower of burning aflies, now Hands ex- 
pofed to the fpe£tator’s eye. A fquare of 
fome extent, a perfedi ftreet, a fmall burying- 
place, and a temple of Ifis, are all that have 
yet been traced out beneath the incumbent 
foil. 

From .all that appears in the military 
prifons, the ikulls, &c. the fate of this town 
muft have been fo fudden, as to admit of 

little 
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little efcape ; and it is fomewhat extraordi- 
nary, that a period of one thoufand feven 
hundred years Ihould have elapfed without 
any difcoveries made of an entire town 
funk amldfl: the foil — particularly when it 
is confidercd, that the earth is not, in the 
deeped parts yet explored, more than twelve 
feet raifed above the buildings. The ftreet 
is the mod perfeA curiofity that Europe has 
to fliew ; and may indifputably be placed 
at the head of thofe monuments which pre- 
ferve the traces of antient dmes. The open- 
ing to this dreet is ornamented with a 
fountain, and it terminates in a burying- 
place, decorated with fepulchral lamps. The 
dreet is narrow, paved with lava, and worn 
into ruts by the wheels of the antient car- 
riages. There is on each fide a footway, 
confiderably raifed above the carriage track ; 
and diops of various charafter, in uninter- 
rupted fucceflion. Many of thefe are traced 
with tolerable accuracy to the particular 
profelfion,or merchandize, under which they 
VOL. n. i were 
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were antiently clajDTcd ; fuch as furgery, wine- 
vaults, cofFee-lioufes, &c. 

The houfes are, with very little variation, 
conftrudcd upon an uniform plan ; and 
coolnefs feems in all to have been particu- 
larly attended to. They are fo perfectly 
cleared of all thofe alhes under which they 
once lay, that the traveller can now enter 
every apartment, and examine them with 
the moft perfect convenience. The (hops 
are ornamented with paintings in ftucco, 
emblematical of their character ; and the 
chambers covered with groupes of a wanton 
and amorous defcription. To each is, for 
the moft part, annexed a fmall court-yard, 
having a refervoir of water in the -center. 
All the parts of this ftreet are fo accurately 
preferved, that it refembles more a model 
of what may have been., than a monument of 
what really exifted ; and I have yet vifited 
no ruins of paft times, in which the images 
were prefented to the mind more entire 
and confiftent. 


I for- 
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I forbear to comment on the temple of 
Ifis, and the military Prifons : they are fuf- 
ficiently known, as well as the other parrs 
of this fubterraneous town, by deferiptions 
already given. I cannot, however, forbear 
expreffing the horror I felt, at being con- 
ducted through a vault or cellar, which 
paired under the four fides of a quadrangular 
garden. What appeared moft hideous in 
this cellar was, that the large jars, containing 
the wines, without any difturbance of their 
©riginal arrangement, were filled with lava, 
and thus incrufted with the 'walls and each 
other. Some ikeletonshad been found upon 
the lirft opening of thefe vaults, doubtlefs of 
perfons who, feeking refuge in this imagin- 
ed place of fafety, were buried in the com- 
mon deftruCtion. I could not iflue from 
thefe gloomy vaults, without fhuddering at 
the reflection of a cataftrophe fo fudden 
and extenfive ; or congratulating thofe 
whofe “ lines are fallen in” more “ pleafant 
“ places.” Labourers are ftill occupied in. 

I a clearing 
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clearing away the afties ; and advances are 
making towards more complete difcoveries. 
It is, however, to be lamented, that for 
want of due encouragement among the 
higher powers, the bufinefs proceeds with 
very little alacrity ; and fmall chance appears 
of making further acquaintance with Pom- 
peia in the prefent century. His Majefty 
has not, as yety vilited thefe ruins, though 
they lie within half a dozen miles of his 
Mufxura at Portici. His vifit has been pro- 
mifed, and expeded, for a courfe of years 
paftj but except fome wild fowl Ihould 
hover over the ruins, Pompeia will have 
little fecurity for the fulfilment of the royal 
engagement. 

Our Englifh Relident at this Court had, 
as I have been informed, laid out for his 
Majefty an Englifh Garden, flocked it with 
plants from England, and added a Gar-« 
dener, who had ftudied the fcience upon 
Engliflr principles. Some fyeophant of the 
Court fuggefted to the King, that the 

ground. 



L E T T E R CVIII. 


”7 


ground, thus metamorphofed, would make 
an incomparable “Caccia,” or chace ground. 
This was to his Majefty of Naples irrefifti- 
ble, and a decree was immediately iflued, 
for converting the Gtardino Inglefe into a 
Caccia. Sir W. H., apprized of the delign, 
flew to the King, remonftrated againft the in- 
tended change, and continued to intreat him, 
that he would at lead make the Garden a vifit, 
before he fuffered it to be deftroyed. The 
King aflented j and the following day, ac- 
companied by his retinue, proceeded to re- 
connoitre the Engliih Garden. It happened, 
that on the way a wild-fowl fprung up ; 
this caught his Majefty ’s eye — a gun was 
demanded, and couriers were immediately 
difpatched for the Royal gun. This arreft- 
ing the cavalcade, produced fo great delay, 
that before the bird could be brought to the 
ground, it was judged impracticable to 
continue the route, — and his Majefty re- 
turned, without feeing the objeCl of bis 
expedition. Sir W. H. now prelTed his 
I 3 fuite 
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fuite on behalf of t'ie Garden, urging, that 
his Majcfty might boaft of having in his 
Garden plants which no other King in 
Europe poflefled. This fettled the bufinefs 
in Sir W’s favour : “ If that be the cafe,” 
(concluded his Majefty,) “ it fhall be a 
“ Garden ; and I will be the greateft King 
“ in Europe.” 
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Naples, 

/-pHE changes which have taken place 
upon the whole of this coaft,' are 
amongft the moft extraordinary atchieve- 
ments of Time and Ruin. Pozzuolo, Baiat, 
and Cumae, ftript of all their antient edifices, 
are now ftretched, like the wrecks of fhat- 
tered veffels, along the fea-fhore. The firft 
is yet vifited for fome indiftina remains of 
3 a tern* 
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a temple of Serapis, and a villa of Cicero. 
Over the former of thefe, volcanic flames 
have evidently paflfed j the columns yet 
ftanding, retain the ftrongeft traces of fire, 
and appear burned to the confiftency of 
pumice-ftone. 

Baiae is yet a more melancholy wreck. 
In crofling the gulf of Pozzuolo, to vifit it, 
all that has furvived of this elegant retreat 
fliews itfelf in the exterior of a few temples, 
whofe walls are bared and perforated by the 
wafte of elements and time. Landing upon 
a charming fpot, I rambled along the fhore, 
and reconnoitred thefe monuments of pall 
and perilhed beauty. A temple given to 
Venus, refembling in its form that of Mi- 
nerva Medica, has yet fome attractions in 
the happinefs of fituation, and. the fym- 
raetry of its figure, heightened by 4he ele- 
gant umbrage which overhangs its cupola. 
A temple of Mercury, covered in after the 
model of the Roman Pantheon, was doubt- 
lefs once an ornament to thefe llrores. It 
14 is 
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is now funk confiderably below the level of 
the foil, and yet retains the property of re- 
turning a prodigious echo ; and, like the 
Gallery of St. Paul’s at London, of ren- 
dering diftindtly audible the lowefk whifper. 
Foundations of palaces are further difcernible 
through the whole extent of the (hore, and 
fcattered fragments yet preferve the traces 
of the antient chilfel. Succeffive earth- 
quakes have however demolilhed the build- 
ings themfelves, and fo altered the pofition 
of the foil, that the fea now walhes the re- 
mains of thofe manfions, which doubtlefs, 
in their perfect ftate, occupied a fituation of 
greater fecurity. 

The village of Bauli, rendered famous by 
the matricide of Nero, — the Refervoi'r for 
the Roman Fleet, now known as the Pifeina 
Mirabilp, — and the Elyfian Fields, excited a 
fhare of intereft proportioned to their hif- 
torical or traditional importance. In the 
Erfl;, I was condufled, by the aid of torches, 
to a Cave, of which I can make no report 
7 beyond 
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beyond that of the conjefturc which has 
fixed it as the Tomb of Agrippina. The Pif- 
cina is a refervoir of prodigious extent, and 
fufficiently known for the fediment with 
which its walls are incrufted. This is found 
to bear an excellent polifii ; and gaudy 
tables, fnuff-boxes, &c. are made of it at 
Naples. The Elyfian Fields, and the Lake 
of Acheron, (Lago della Fufaro) have lit- 
tle to recommend them, beyond the faC- 
cinations which the pen of the Poet has 
hung around them. The flowery meads of 
the one, and the noxious vapour of the 
other, have partaken of the common fluc- 
tuations which their neighbours have ex- 
perienced. Yet enthullafm perceives no de- 
cay in thofe regions, upon which it has 
been encouraged to dwell. The eye yet 
views the Elyfian Fields in that pi^ure of 
perfect beauty, through which they were 
firft tranfmitted ; and confecrated to im- 
mortality by the labours of the Mufe, they 
** live in defcription, and look green in 
« fong.” 


So 
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So much has been faid of the Grotto del 
Canct on the road to Pozzuolo, and of the 
various phenomena, that I fhall content my- 
felf with telling you, that I found it a fmall 
cave, cut in one of the mountains that en- 
clofe the lake Agnano : the ground emitted 
a very warm vapour. I readily difpenfed 
with the experiments propofed, as I could 
not fee the propriety of torturing an animal 
in the fervice of my curiofity. The learned 
are, I perceive, ftill at variance upon the 
properties of this Cave ; and it is an arcanum 
hereafter to be difcovered-»— what are the 
phyfical caufes of that ftoppage of refpira-r 
tion in animals, and extindlion of flame in 
torches, which this Cave avowedly occa- 
lions. 

If I add to thefe the Baths of Nero, and 
the Pifciarella— I lhall have named to you 
the moft memorable of thofe curiofities, 
which have occupied me two feveral days. 
The Baths of Nero conflfled in a rock per- 
forated; an experiment pf the heat was 

made 
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made by paffing through this cavity, in which 
the air was heated to an unfufFerable degree: 
an egg was boiled before me in the natural 
water, and turned out perfedlly hard. The 
Pifciarella was alfo a rock excavated, and 
equally impregnated with natural heat ; the 
water bubbled and roared in it, as it would 
have done in a heated cauldron. Indeed 
the whole foil appears penetrated with ful- 
phureous fluid ; and wherever I fet my 
foot, I feem to be treading upon a foil 
perpetually heaving and finking with the 
workings of volcanic matter. Earthquakes 
and explofions feem here of natural growth, 
in alternate fuccefllon working new changes 
in the afpe£t of the country. 
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Mufaeum at Portici is the moft in- 
terefting cabinet in Europe, to a man 
not profefledly fcientilic. The generality of 
cabinets are I'chools of ftudy, rather than 
exhibitions of ftriking rarities; and the 
traveller, whofe head does not turn upon an 
antiquarian pivot, finds in them little to re- 
gale his tranfient curiofity. The Mufaeum 
of Portici combines, on the contrary, every 
ipecies of interefiing matter, with which 
the mind, uninformed of fcientific myfieries, 
yet tinctured with a knowledge of antient 
■hiftory, would wifh to be entertained. 

The court-yard of this building is de- 
corated with columns of difierent magni- 
tudes, which once fupported the Theatre, 
Temples, and public edifices of that town, 

upon 
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Upon whofe ruins it now ftands. Thefe arc 
interfperfed with a number of funeral ftones 
and tablets, bearing infcriptions. The Re- 
pofitory of Antiques is itfelf diftributed into 
various chambers, appropriated to diftindl 
clalTes of fubje£ts. The lirfl: of thefe con- 
tained the implements of facrifice, facred 
tripods, inftruments of killing, for per- 
forming libations, &c. Amongfl: thefe were, 
fomc utenfils of admirable worfcmanlhip, 
and the greater part were of bronze, inlaid 
with filver. One cabinet prefented a com- 
plete colle£lion of lamps, fepulchral, facri- 
fical, and domeftic. Thefe were wrought 
in every variety of form, and exhibited a 
thoufand fancies. There were diftin«^ ca- 
binets of chirurgical and of mufical inftru- 
ments ; alfo of penates and amulets : thele 
laft are moftly in bronze, reprefeuting the 
different acknowledged divinities, and are, 
in many inftances, executed with confum- 
mate tafte. 


In 
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In addition to thefe, are cabinets of huf* 
bandry, the inftruments of which have, 
for the greater part, preferred their original 
form; of Priapufes in every conceivable 
fancy ; — of manufcripts, in rolls ; writing 
inftruments, fuch as the Stilus and Tabula ; 
— of kitchen utenfils, pots, gridirons, fauce- 
pans, &c. — of bathing implements, the 
ilrigil, &c. — of weights and meafures ; 
and finally of cameos, ladies trinkets, in- 
ftruments of the toilet, needles, bodkins, 
fciftars, urns; a fpecimen of various eat- 
ables, fuch as nuts, pears, figs, dates, barley, 
and a loaf of bread. All thefe, though black- 
ened by the fire, are yet accurately diftin- 
guUhable. I might enumerate an infinity 
of other articles, but the whole of the 
Mufxum has been laid open to the know- 
kdge of the curious by artifts and reporters ; 
and the mindj fatigued with the neceflary 
attentions to fo copious a colledion, feels 
little difpofition to enter into details. 


The 
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The Ruins of Herculaneum, from which, 
as well as Pompeia, the treafures of Poftici 
are drawn, lie fixty feet deep beneath the 
level of this town. Excluded the means of 
natural light, they are now vihted by lamps 
and torches, and refemble a fulte of fubter- 
raneous vaults. Veftiges yet appear of 
chambers, ornamented with paintings ; walls 
and columns overlaid with ftucco ; and tliofe 
who have been fortunate enough to deicend 
with an intelligent guide, have been made 
to believe, that the ruins of this town are 
much lefs confufed than they appeared to 
me to be. The lava has entered into the 
inmoft recefles, and confolidated into one 
mafs, houfes, theatres, and temples. How 
direful muft have been that fiery torrent, 
which defolated this once noble and po- 
pulous city ! And how ftrong the habits and 
' attachments which can induce a new race of 
men to fix their refidence in fo dangerous a 
vicinity ! Yet here are no fymptoms of ap- 
prehenfion; the round of bufinefs and of 

. pleafure 
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pleafure is purfued by thofe adventurous in- 
habitants, -with as much indifference as 
though a league of amity fubfifted between 
the Mountain and themfelves. 

** Oh blindnefs to the future, kindly given, 

«* That each fhould fill the circle marked by Heaven 1” 

It is doubtlefs a part of the divine plan, that 
every region of the earth, not totally dc- 
itru£live of the fpecies, ihould receive fome 
portion of inhabitants ; and therefore it is 
not difficult to fee how wifely Nature admits 
of that difeipline which chaflifes her fen- 
fibility. 

Inhumanlifethere is no certainty, and much 
danger; but here uncertainty cannot exprefs 
how little certain all things are, nor danger 
how dangerous. All is hollow beneath uS : 
wherever I ftrifce my foot the earth returns 
a quivering found: hills and valleys are 
perpetually admitting fome change; and 
ixiount^ns themfelves are but the growth of 


a fttj 
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a mgbt *, On one hand, fprings are boil- 
ing ; on the other, liquid fulphur is oozing 
through the parted foil; here are monu- 
ments of what earthquakes have fcattered, 
there ruins of what eruptions have diflblved; 
the roads are bottomed by maifes of lava, 
and the lakes are enclofed in the craters of 
volcanos ! 


LETTER CXI. 


'T^HE Farnefe Bull and Hercules, which 
once adorned the palace of that name 
in Rdme, are now numbered amongft the 
ornWents of Naples. The firft occupies' 
a confpicuous place In the public walks^ and 
the groupb is defigned and Wrought by a 

* Moat« Nnofo it known to bave appeared in this fpaca 
of time. 


VOL. II. 


K 


noble 
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noble effort of genius and art. As to the 
fecond, fo gigantic is the bulk and pon- 
derofity of the Hero, that I much doubt 
whether the club, on which he is fuppofed 
to lean, would in fa£t fuflain fo great a 
preffure. 

From the Hall that boafts this celebrated 
ftatue, I pafled to contemplate the Tomb 
of Virgil. Grateful to me was the monu- 
ment which bore fo high a name. I em- 
braced with credulous joy, in defiance of 
the cold and captious doubts of the anti- 
quarian, a prejudice fo dear to clafiic feel- 
ing. I faw, in the monkifh diflich, a tri- 
bute of at leaft two centuries back *, and I 
blefled the tradition which bad confecrated 
fo fair a fpot to the Poet’s memory.. It is 
allowed on all hands, that no tradition 
could have, fallen on an objeA better cal- 
culated to cftablilh the fa€k. It unites aill 

'* '* Qui cinerei tamali bsc vefiigia eDflditarolim 
« Hie hoc qoi ccciait p«rcaa, nu-a,' ducet.*' 


‘that 
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that can be combined of fimple'and pic- 
turefque beauty. Situated upon an emi- 
nence, confiderably above the level of the 
city, it overhangs the entrance of the Grot 
of Paufilippo. Its form is quandrangular, 
and it is invefted with a foliage of ever*- ' 
green. The laurel flourifhes on its fummit 
confpicuous amidll inferior Ihrubs. 

The Cicerones of Naples are— -the ordi- 
nary ones at leaft— -beings of very rough 
manners and impoHng arts ; but it is dif- 
iicult, and even impoffible, wholly to throw 
oiT thefe ofiicious guides. A perfect under- 
handing is kept up between them and all 
in whofe cuftody are the objefts of fearch, 
fo that he who refifts with too decided a 
braveV^ their proffered attentions, finds 
him^f eventually entangled in that net 
from which their fervices can alone deliyer 
him. The Cicerone who attended me on 
my excurfion to Baise, was fo ftri£l a rc- 
ligionift, that he Teemed to avoid dining, 
out of compliment to the feafon. He drew 
K. 2 out 
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dtit of his pocket'a fcroll, which hh defircd 
me to read, as an anfwer to queftion 1 
had piit to him, refpe£ting the fpecies of 
food which he was permitted to eat. This 
fcroll was an indulgence^ purporting that the 
holder might — for pious confiderations — 
make free with an egg ; and for this he had 
paid his quota. 1 afked him, if he might 
partake of our meal? He hefitated, not 
having fufiicient cafuiilry at hand to fettle fo 
delicate a point. It was at length, however, 
decided by the boatmen, that mtzx given 
did not come within the meaning of the adl. 
This decifion fatisfied every fcruple, and 
duf Cicerone nlade one at bur table, in de- 
jfiance of the Pope and St. Januarius. 

One of this delcription, in the neighbbur- 
hbod of Fuzzuolo, is the tepcfted pofifeffor 
of aHotCj which he takes bare to ihew as 
a teMmony of his particular merks. The 
iubftanee of this Credential purports, that 
the bearer is the leaft of ^a Icouh'drel amongft 
tibe fiaternhy. TMs CertiHcatc is laid to 

have 
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have been given by Sir W. ^aniilton to.an 
applicant, t\vo removes from thq prefent 
owner, to whom it has defceode^i in virtue 
of two afllaflinations. 
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Motx di Gaeta, March 1, 1791. 

awived, from St. Agato, 
at our old ftation in the vicinity of 
the Formian Hills. So large a portion of 
the day is yet unfpent, that I fhall hope to 
bring up; nay report, without confuming the 
Inid^h^ oil. The fummit of Vefuvius had 
been enveloped in a cloud of denfe fmo^e, 
for fome days previous to pur departure 
from Naples ; and as no appearance of 
fiame had been vifible for a period of 
eight months, ftrong fymptoms of an ap- 
proaching eruption were remarked by thole 
K 3 who 
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phsenomena 'of the 

laountain. 

On Monday, towards evening, a £hout of 
•*, c’d fuoco,” or fire,” was raifed upon 
the beach ; and I had the pleafure of feeing 
the higheft obje£t of a ftranger’s curiofity, 
in the flames of an eruption. In company 
with fome friends, I proceeded to Portici in 
the evening, in order to afcend as much as 
ihpuld be practicable of the mountain. 
But the Guides refufed to conduCt us, and 
urged the danger of making this experiment 
in fp early a ftage of the eruption. In the 
interim we were led to a fort of terrace, 
front which a full and near view was ob- 
tained of all that was palling upon the lum- 
mit of the mountain. The fpedaclel was 
grand beyond deicription ; volumes of^’ed 
fmoke roife from the crater, and filled the 
atmofphere with fulphur. This was ac- 
companied with the repeated di&harge of 
hipt ftones, which iflfued with the r^q>oft of 
tbtmdcr. It feemed from the fymptoms of 

7 internal 
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iiiternal agitittioh, and t%e iniitibling fontids 
which, ihook the bafe, as though the fi^ry 
matter were impatient of confinement ; and 
the following day a , meflage from the 
mountain announced .that the lava Irad 
begun to flow. A fecond expedition was 
now refolved upon for the approaching 
night, and it was particularly favourable 
to the feenery of Vefuvius, that neither 
moon nor flar were difcernible above the 
horizon. 

The Crater of the Mountain was now 
wrapped in flames, emitting inceflant Ihow- 
ers of red-hot ftones, and vaft volumes of 
red fmoke; From its fide gufiied a ftfeatn 
of liquid fire, defeending flowly to its bafe. 
The^hole fpedacle, as viewed from Naples, 
an« particularly from Portici, was ftupon- 
doufly grand and impreflive. Furnifhed 
with torches, we began our march, and it 
was our intention to afeend, ifpolfible, to 
the very chafm from which the lava de- 
feended ; but after many ineflfeifiual expe* 
K 4 riments. 
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which )the darkneis rendered not a 
Ihde hazardous, this dehgn was relinquifh* 
ed. More than once, as we mounted, a 
ypUey of ftones, (hot, from the Crater, were 
feen rolling towards the parts over which 
W€ were climbing. The thick a(hes how- 
impeded the velocity of their motion, 
and rendered it fufficiently eafy to efcape 
the danger, by a due exercife of vigilance 
and caution. The Guide admoniihed us in 
all thefe cafes to halt, and ftridly conform 
to 1 his indni^ions. At length, after an 
' irkfome and circuitous journey, we arrived 
rat a> craggy point near the fiimmit, from 
twhich/*the the lava was diftindly 

while ^t^^ whole ftream itfelf j^oVed 
iiiToIemn majefty before us, Oiit iituilil^n 
WiS'fueh^ ' ib' ' alldw m^ td ‘ my 

'tfdrch froth th^e thattet^*' jHisie 

il6idk*lfuf ftaiid' df i^id ik^a, 
auii bbttbinpfatil" 

tdfcutiiftahce thaf^ti^rdd mtd (hislvonkerf^ 




■ iif 

iBia'gtf thfe tfilrtidlsiihg^lbdlQdi 

of rt^eatfed exjifofion^-^<r ’hcilfeSf Iftoi^ 
defcending from the Grat^,' io<f1lie gtifti 
of flame breaking forth at ihteri^alai 
you will have a faint idea of thoie- awful 
fublimities which no reprefentation of peU 
or pencil can adequately convey. The‘ fiery 
torrent defcends with great regularity, iahd 
difcovers no fymptoms of agitation 6r v^ 
locity. The orifice itfelf is by no meaiia 
uniform in the quantity, or modfs. of ite dif* 
charge. At intervals it vomits tt^ Inflam- 
mable matter with fucK violence, as grimly' 
to agitatc.-the atmofphere, and ihake the 
whole extent of the mountain. A gi^ 
portion, of the, night wm ipent in viewing 
^ tbid tpaj.cft^ fc^e. The vQuides having 
fUgg^^ |he .daqgervvhich a pqflibie change 
of wind might , . mitering the ^ 

region of the fmohe, took our kBsve of 
the mountain, and returned to ISaples before 
day-^break. An hour’s tolfing upon my bed 
was the only repofe I obtained, when the 

period 
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p8tJod*^6f ouri'^dparture was announced, 
asd'.lieft Najdes with a fentiment in vthich 
&ti8fa<£lioii and regret were almoft equally 
blended. 


^ R CXIIL 


V/i:- 



Rome> March 8^ 1791, 


re-entering the gates of Rome^ 
, , -Q ^my mind, glptwing with images of pall 
di|li^fVcyf#s fjlled.w^^^^ 


>yhich ,it had 
Oppyerfed, an^^ the luxury 

qC^reading-a fecond time the fame ench^nt^ 
i^ fpupd ; bu|, alaa l tb^ effent^ iqg^ 

fjl^oundingtdhjea^, %;fig^d tp j^nd: ,lhat 
“ ignorance is blifsk” A day or twrOfipm-o 
\jUHerminate my refidence in this capital ; 


and 
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and in leaving Rome I (hall find little fub- 
je£k for regret in ought but tbe'mdx|iumtot& 
of art and grandeur that I leave behind. I 
have feen here no difplays of hofpitality^ and 
'witnefled no circulation of friendly fenfi- 
bilitles. All is pride and oftentation ivith- 
out; all is coldnefs and referve withia< 
Splendid equipages and brilliant levees are 
the objecfls of competition among the great ; 
and the inferior orders appear to feel no 
higher ambition, than that of Haring ait lh|s 
one, or bowing dbvrn ait the' other. Wide 
is the gtilph in this hletrdpbiis batwe^ the 
great arid the> ineani and yet, great 'Mild 
irieari- "'aie^ orilyBfflarIred by^^hat riomirial 
diHt rifliriiii vvhiili,'’ aa by the forrife* of fome 
Gbl^ib erichahirinc^t^ e:^lts^^i eHh^Iei the 
civalier who pitt^^^ on macaft^^ 
arid '■exdrides froirit the elevated 6i^^ 
foeicty^ Idle' Is (iiuly addirig; 
by his tifcfril and active excftionis, to the 
wealth and prolperity of his country. 

The 



M<> ^ ’'Cj&i: ' 

;^e accent of tfie Rb^kh4 in prondun- 
cmiiftlieir language^ is with nie a fubjedl of 

n-,t ' • ' -r 

snuch admiration. There is an openneis, 
a ‘diftih€Eneil, and a rotundity. Which ren- 
ders the words, in the moil ordinary and 
Tajpid utterance^ audible, precife, and har* 
mbnibus; Their oaths, which have an ha- 
hlimlit arid di^ui^ing reference to the Crofs, 
tihe Vlfgwi, " &Ci are ftrarigely blended in 
common con^rerfation, with the “ face and 
of Bacchus,** and other remairis of 


heatheriidi impt^ecatiOri ’ " / ' 

**' biblhirig can repieierii> mrire -'ftri^^ 
*|^i|f?ii‘*of ($aihc M^^ ahera- 

' pf ‘ihe '(^kfdio^'dc.'Bkrrili.''^ Ttda^pre- 
'wvw^o'haafof*ir6 inariy'^ 

'of 

^an| wifei^ tpl(^ndid hbiptai^iy Ms Moii To 
'■^gaif jUi|^Tamedi-* 

entWrtiSrimdit^T^' 
lliflimbot of his dipld^^ 

Aiirits of Louis bbilii^y;'kpattmOtits 
in file fame palatial mandon, rind regUliirly 


make 





tnak(? t^dr,^ppes!ir»^cp bis public nights 
to r^ive tbje compiiments ^ : the ^circle. 
The Abbe Mauri, ouvbis arriva], fm.Wel- 
corned with warin congratulating aoj^ |the 
Conclave are fuppofed to be. pr^aring Yor 
him, thofe honours which his fervic€» elaim* 


He is a man of very cominanding p^lbn, 
of a hardy and dauntlers frqnt^tand appeals 
every way qualified, to fupport a^hilgh ^ui- 
raster in the church militant. The 
are models of all that is at oi^O i|>ntiqo^ aq^ 
venerable. Their ckjcsi^a are]^ 
their ^'countei»nces» closed; in iif 

griid^ render ‘ It iroppjffib^^ to i viesr , tht^ 
with any 6thqr:.«aqtion8 thofe of rif^ 
fpe^l and fyinpathy. Thq ag^Cardinal fe 
hito^lf a ih^dov? } q^^^riunfhas oy^ah|^n 

, in 


•tafce a.JltelTrift'^r®.'- ^ . ]P.^“ 

■ .■? . ’ di» *' • 


fpi^ xevetfes* , His agq iqq^y 




to 



*4* tET^TER Cmil^ 

: a peaceful detiiile j aiid thus the 
vfihgle. htebeln the Vatican now remaining, 
^^il^ynteceive the ftatue of Pius VI, But I 
' Canpot prevail upon myfelf to believe that 
another niche will ever be carved } or that 
• the Keys of St. Peter will have the virtue of 
ia iceptre in the hands of a fucceflbr. 

Great caution is.ufed in refpedl to the 
adonlbon of the Emigrant French } and 
Jli^g xredentials muft be produced to ob- 
tmn ^ 

llie dl^ulty>of diltinguil^ the Sheep 
from the Wolves is the great*%ndation of 
ith^ ^prec^tiom Whi^^^^^ and 

I apa.oot* obliged to fay. 
>Jlut, however difputable the apphcation of 
. terms, I dqjlore the fate of thofe whofe 
rank an# ^ were^ th^ only crimes. 
tWen^ 

thb tcndereft 
thofe 

■ Iw^c, ®ife uniPof pna^y charac- 
• tcime^y by fuffering^ : iefs operative of fym- 

pathy 
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pathy acd refpe^. Pride, yolatilityv and 
vain boaftingy are quaUtif^ which, ho’n^ver 
they may glitter in the funlhine of prot^nty, 
emit no Cheering rays in traverfing the ' vale 
of adverfity. v ■ 

Thofe who contemplate the great phe- 
nomenon of an empire convulfed by a re- 
volution the mod general and complete the 
world ever faw, find a difficulty in believing 
— that the butterfly corps, who with wiilf- 
bred apathy affedl; to laugh at the dlfliirit 
fcene, as of trivial moment and tranfieht 
duration, have themfelves been withbfles of 
the mighty ' explolion ; and have efcipe^ 
with imminent hazard front the'craffi of 
. national ruin. ■ ' • ’ ' ' 



■ri 


f J 
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1791, 

naw nearly a week fince we turned 
;^P99 ^9®%;and, ipnglit, aloHg 
^ Apenuine, tb^ route to 

waa not upon a 
were co^^ to Tub* 
f Tke 

Aj^^- 

, <ju tins .devoted 
atuatiourblowing with n ijegrce of yji^^ 





found ibuifelTcs Mely ho«sfed at ' 

city of Sienna; 

Thofe who have ekatniaed th<$ faritii^ bf ' 
this place»: irei^tt 

cufioHty are preferved in the archives -of its 
Cathedral } and thofe' who have reSded 


among its Itdiabitana, pay many compli- 
roents to their hoQ^itality;' idy? 


partv I : &aU nbt pi^^^ 

with the . one or ^he other^^^ Omf 

to . Leghpm:; '#ai-' 'eoihpii!md‘''-hy:''^]^d^^^ ' 

vartcesj'ia?’'twn^' addhit^sd'fdaii^''; - 

bad the 'gond fortune to 

imprb^b in an e^dal pfbpbiid6#^^M 

countiyf^ -^The''<ih(m:'iy^ted 

great forwardnefa« ahd the ^ 

hapfy eflfel^' bf a B«ugn aici iii«rai%b-"if 

vernment. . .■- 


'xnyf^l^B^leimry inci<^ht}t^^ 


ocehiiid%i 




■ -f ' ■;•■ ^ J.V. ^ v- i j'-. VV. - W ii 

; oidSmig^'9M 


.4t .' .<*■# 


L “name 




inn,i {>er(^ved H s&n^ -who, 

Re. 

tlf^ IM '^as" 1^ lyy 

Wbo ftreeiSj I took 

li^ii: eQQ9vnu^|r^^^j^^ order to 
#c 4»ad ifcegim. » As 
ly lpR^al^le to fol- 
,iRt^tiptioii;if: * (for 


ex- 

qmcati^sv L ^ He 

1‘vthat 

.illPken 






1^!‘H 



v#tfl»all 


** t&e^^g^eestoff FwidUb 

** m^ty ibe ^{leiied > alii%i my ' 

** br«tibrefiN!^iv 4 i^ 

*i - St. ' 

chiaye del Pava4Ubi9rAlmft;'ar&; 

** that^openaT^ttad^ '-■-■■■> .^•>'- 

Then* in^ag panTe^.he 

lowered Ida VQke*^'aod condtided^ niiitli^ Jo 
** fono poverehcH-r^I-^ ain: a poor jnswa^ arid 

needyowchantyi”:i.y;Hk:g 
leded the idrii8> Qf« ^^the hj^reW'^whiJe^ t^ 
pi%ach«ri'; eleFadrig Idf-TOk^'^ 
pitch* xecii^itidat# aU the i^ht^l 4^^ 
datioris Jie ^ad^hfifote ufter^^ agsdrift the 
undha^tahlc’ ' lia 

attendon If ^ one > e^g^y rahni- 

ha^^ hb ^ ridhipia'^ order jco > teire^ hy 
fo cheapo a» pdrehall^^dw future 7 of 








^Leghorn. 


pompa*^ 

bf '^^ fyftata bf'^gimrwi 

' Tfi^ afpe^3#4 i% bods 

IK^<^ boh i be 

•■■1 ■ .^. , * ■ ' 



tber^ quarters t; vin^ of - 

Iuxuria#gro#th foj^toed the bounda of fe** ‘ 
paratiott ;£and^cbrn| wine^ atid' oil feet&ed 
the growtl^ijot^ e^ryr viUagea 

were clean and chearfnl j ? the were 

fcattered in due arid convenient diftribu* 
tioh and the eye, in: paffing over/ a trade ; 
illununediby ithe face ; plen^^>^olc in 

view tbatxtvaaaaed t^.^^att. ’ Int.ti^^llng 
through ;^elilLonianlMea|^aUt^at^^ . 

fenta:4:'dr«a^Undu»«<^»^ 
tmtwmntedj'i hulik motivated, j and 
the ^faee of vfodety (i»f here 
fanned 


* (lin aeeodilting Ibm this ppUtu^ai ptoldc^^ 
«wa^apitdi«itoraln; the goyemi%;^fy^ 
oa^ hotto be 

is, the high aieddiff^i^gi^ letied 






« 


not 


ihe#%ibdie©^^ 

pwei^i fuljjea®; o^ 

e^ratcifit Blatter of 

/ likktbMk i -^r-tlie'.^ fABeq^s-isf^t ■ Reafbns 

feel^ 

wHh. :%liai^ 





ifeill^n tK6j?y«]naiia^ 


'/ffB , ; ^ ' .;,5,jfi-; , f 




in feeldNptgiiibj^ijfOi^ In4);#i^ ;tO;ilfUbip!y 

his; crops. ^sWould !the? idgmtig."^ 

fome meafu^; £dlipftrceHtng> oujt^ 

to^i aad ii^($tig?tbttTfa^ tbiy> 

in aiddidonito Tthisi apply; 

ther ta theipropbmionrof the laniH 

the ihroduc^ 

pbCfeiObn teim 

the rouniif 'inigh&^^ 

:t&iich^in;p)re(d ;■■ . 

f 'Poj^^ileaaohied aj^uahy 
"^'^etyj^ahd/wasideCjjthta ctf^ifyi^ 

"•^ahiilityi 
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4out poUi^ iiyUl; -tberefore fi^er 

Us itnpofe^ roof, tl»n feokj; re* 
i; its defe<fls, to hazard its fall. « 
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5 V.' 


U a chearful yivscUy loathe afpeO: 

P4ce, which .oonftitutcs to. an 
a4|iiU«>^ of local cqriofities, itartprinaipal^, 
aod alojoft its only yaiue. One.,;ftrait aad- 
hati^fttne ftreet* “of a ®>j 4; ftrii^ure 
bordering , upon , magiuficenc?, is,,4^^ fa^ 
tha .tQwi^r and: it is iik-this, that njercha^ts - 
of natiQQa find .a ^rende^syousi ' and iw?gPi?* 
ciaifi the, .great hufi^efsapf coi>it9eKce../This: 
fiieet ia enliyetned. .by ^^.ertj^fure pfr>mer-| . 
chandize,cfi9r^gn lah^^EngllUh-; ,.§qdia^;W 
■ l^i ^rpud'^Pf'. trader^ i^|the r dfefai^x'ilfly ' 
d^ent nafions^;^^: 
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very 

fmall ih^ off the public attention, iu thus 
mart of cbaimercci r Rumours ere .how^ 
gone out, of great confuHon exifting in 
Tufcany, iipbn the fudden demife of the 
Emperor. The Grand Duke is departed for • 
Vienna ; an^ general opinion iii thefe parts, 
regards the change as injurious in a high 
degree to the emigrant ariftpcracy of France^ 
whofe hopes weie fhongly flattered tiy tli^ 
tradable and complying humbdf of Leo- 
poldi- V?hether his' fuccefibf may adi^rt^ 
the fame line of intrigue, it is yet tb'o fearijjiv 
to'^cbnjeSure } difficulties hbwevv’ri infepa*" 
rahlc from the' conitnencemenj: of a hew' 
reigny muft, for the moment STleafty fhroW- 
obflacles in the way of bffenfiVe pibceedings^' 
The ^ Netherlands, that thorni in the ^ 
rial fidey wilF prObah^ hdce advantage • of 
the weahhnfs, which eveiy defpotic governi 
xnetfi Abels’ oh the of its head ; and ' 

put <^ir rfbihe relaSm^t ihoonveniint ;^p’ ‘ti^e ’ 
quiet . ef^dijiluninb a 

will- 



■ IJ4 ' ' 

■ .or 

- change ; -'^hicb i^parently 
'. Py finifter naeaas# muJi have 

feme objea, difeoverable Only int ite accom- 

pHihj^rentor - v > , 

V 1 :j t^l|cfe^eculaiioha iatcreft i^a very fet»an 
tife ibhabifants 'of a free port j to 
• by. ^^bappy policy, the commerce of 

r They rarely inter- 

illMdle wlth |he ;^ueffioo6f till it, bears 

;^pdn their own immedwte eoneetns j ,:^nd 

threatens, by raifing ^he rate of infurance 
-«»* 4 Rterropting tho the Teas# to 

;^ng its b^cful mif<*ief8 iiito^^ t^^ ‘ 

It is an amufement in.whieh 
,I^; find 4io ordinary plea|arei > to mm with 
t^ multitude wbfeh ^aily^^^ j^^ 

>^nd laogiiagci added 40 
0 ^ne 

, . derives 
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1 cantic^&il to taakei otge^ 

00# iii^^ #itK #felch I 

hav^ f<3» thife liift three jaomKs 'cbft«> 


The ehti|cb, in her jjaure and iiniUeil 
eftabiifhhiient, is a national good||^hd: aM^‘ 
ply, repays the r^enues Ihe tecelVbsj’by the 
influence Ihe pdfleflTes over the morals bl'^the 
community. But the Romam chhrch is 
characterized only by aviarice and luft of 
ddminibn^- under a" clOak of ianCtity and 
apoilolic prefcription. What its real virtnes 
are, and what the grounds of its heft ' de-^ 
fences I pretend hot to kno#. I canhot 
find the one or the other, in theifiiOrals it 


promotes, Or4he light it diffuifeS ; 1 Cannot fee 
themi/ih the cghitjr ilb^* 

raUty*^of itS' gos^ihnithenti; lis foots h^#6 


ihdOt^-ftf hek d^j^'ihtcr the feMi M ' Which 



and coh-^ 


■■ any -yioki'ht ’-efl^s 




be 
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|feitiia^;Pr#^4enci ahay> enij^ofyvt^^^ 

event, ^raflindft wilJ alontfKpt>«!ia. 
I tremble for the arta* I tremble ^ftill i more 
fer thei guiltlefs iridividuala w^ feDay^be 
Sorbed in its vortex ; but I have , too 
mueb-refpea for the happihefe of mankind, 
aiidreiiafi^ on the credit of prophecyi to 
deprecate the fall 6f Babylon. ' 


v;. ■ '•••.•.'••./ •./ r * j ‘ j y >j_ I 

indulge^ a curip^jy 

] has neyei; abandoned 

. -v . ,:^.;^h^5^^•^oppqf:tunj|yr, pf , . ^ ffi- 

lMcca,bpund % that. 

liaa an*»unci^^to5me[t|y,acc^^^ 

%MdaEerdia|n4a,,s.JvpJ)E^e^^ 

.«P<>a !yecyi Bjod^at^t^^ 
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dufk'&f' fia^ 

the whpte^of -the 'highr, and morning found 
usMlinlitghtdftbecoafti - ^ V 

It iff iiTt^fSble to itna^ne vtfTelsMefi 
adapted to the, purpoies of convenieno^ 
than tbofe wEich pafs under the namei<^ 
feluccas A) fmall portion of the deck ;1$ 
indeed covered over with an awning of 
hair*cloth. This is however open at both 
ends, in order that the pilot may have a 
proper view of the courfe he is fteering* 
Three miierable mattrafles were provided, 
upon which myfelf and two comrades, 
whofe faces r had not yet diiiin<9:Iy feen, 
threw our weary limbs^ expofcd to the riidc 
and chilling bhtfts of nighti* The'Kght of 
the day adified die in’indking acquaintance 
the ‘'countenances 0 thOfe id whOfe 
fOcie^ Hlad pad^ - the night.' The firft 
wa^s-<i^eghornrtt€r<dwnt, -native >6f^ 
eftny^ whoJMid urgtot hudn 
ihejr^oSenoa^ andha^d theref^ 
vefiehn^ ;«ondhioD^‘^^i^ to 

> 101 ^ ^ be 



lie 
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iC ^ : laltded ■ at« O^ o a 

t|je arriy^ of die , coiirian Qur 
otiier coinpamoQ was one who, like rnyfelf, 
Ipj|n4 it more wnyenient; to pa^ for a part, 
the whole of a yeOel j arid th^- 
fore Hepped in at the ^ 

;^ppp the ftrepgth of a. fniaU gratuity. H 
lyasa tnan ofa c|o:fe and fubde countenance, 
vemarkahly tall, and fomewhat emaciated. 

'Th.^ fubicft lottery, which 

Leghorn merchant had ftarted, and 
^whieh i« amongft Italian* the r prevailing 
topic of intefeft aod. conver^tion, loofened 
;M*?/fongue:cf our Pied monitele yirtu/b ; , for 
4l|fih ^*lt®rwards found hiin tOfbe^i “ W^ifh 
*’^pe^ V«o the^I^ « 

]^MeUyoufona^repa4^bIe turn* of .fortune 
^ *tathaveiIa^eIyfaUenmit. A»ongftothe», 

a c^yali<*r:h^ gained 

18 , 000 or^najvlJ^ 

wkyifed thejfaigl^v^ ^€ai%?^ tiaA 
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« fbcJb^a'^avmiv 
A fibnoe d# cottiUlerable en- ' 

fued^ when one c^ tha failors be^n jEo deC^ 
cant upon tbe French Reroludon^ He ar* 
gued tjbe point, as though it had bean «& 
feded by a company of merchants^ . His 
harangue appeared to excite great attehtiod. 
“ Before this event/* faid he, “ the no- 
“ bles and the cavaiiers had all the 7 R ; 

but now the people have got it into thek 
“ ownhands-^JEctfo /a There might 

be ibme truth in what he affirmed, but. he 
neverthelefs explained the matter fo ill, that 
the Piedmontefe, who had fat all the time 
without appearing to pay him any atten- 
tion, notv unfolded his mufcles, aiidr having 
.haughtily andi peremptorily contradi&ed in 
the Qptbt |ati :^3t had been fdd, fa^^^ 
proceedidir . Somenmdenmla 
th ing' tniptnioffi Cfittaid 

%dht/af’pi^ple'-..c#ed^Hi0ni&i^7^^ 

wealth,' 
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*? v wealth, and number, to a vaft degree i 
% and no one was confidered a» of any 
“ confcquence in the kingdom,- who could 
**r not boafl: of his blood and family. Thefe 
** were dillintfiions very oppreflive to the 
“ nation. At length the body of the peo- 
pie became fenlible, that fuch didinfiions 
were neither natural nor reafonable. 
** They united, therefore’, and did as every 
“ enlightened nation will do, threw off the 
yoke?-!-Ecco la RAOIONE I’* 
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jyjY attention was, npw pointed tp the 
marbles of Carrara. Theif . qu^rties^ 
yarioufly veined,, mahe, . a figui’C 

f«a< ..Frpna- thesa; 

tl^Jfetyaries, 
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the materials of their art ; and blocks of 
prodigious lize are frequently feen entering 
the Tiber. It was not without extraordi> 
nary efforts that we reached before night 
the port of Lerici, the entrance of which is 
not without its beauty. The town is difpofed 
in a femi-circular form around the bay. 
The gulf of Spezia and Porto Veneris enter 
into the compofition of this pleafing pidfure. 
The Leghorn merchant undertook to con- 
du£t me to a flielter for the night. It being 
in the calendar of my fcrupulous compa- 
nion a Jour maigre^ we fatisfie'd ourfelves 
with a broiled filh, for which the landlord 
had the moderation to demand of us only 
a crown a-piece. We received at the alba, 
or dawn of day, a fummons to go on board; 
and, by the time that we had cleared out, 
^e rays of the fun were beginning to play 
upon the rocks. 

In paffinjg the gulph of Spezia, the failors 
reminded iis of thofe happy days they had 
paffed, when the Englilh fhips of war were 
- VOL. It. M ftatjoned 
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ftjitioned there ; and exprefled their wiihes, 
that Tome event would bring the navy of 
England again upon their coaft. This led 
to panegyric upon the drave Englijb : and, 
dire<9ting themfelves to me, they intreated 
I would telate to them fome particulars of 
the great Capitam Cook. When I re- 
counted his voyages, tbdr number, and 
extent ; when 1 enumerated his heroic qua- 
lities, his intrepidity, his amiable manners, 
and laftly his end, they liftened with admi- 
ration and fenfibility. The captain of the 
veflel, amongll many inquiries concern- 
ing the wonders of Britain, faid, “ I have 
heard that you burn in your £ngUn\ 
** lamps, oil made out of the fat of whales : 
** e vero ? is it true ?” I replied in the af- 
firmative, and worked up his aftonifliment 
to the higheft pitch by alTuring him, tha^ 
there exified in England fuch an e^bli^- 
ment as the Greenland filhery:; , and that 
npt only the fat was converted intq oil? for 
our .lamps, but that the, bon^ . th^iafi^vof 
i,..., . were 
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^verc ufed uj) in drcfles for the ladies. As 
iny credit might have been weakened by 
proceeding in thefe aftonifliing relations, I 
took advantage of the filent furprize of the 
company, to inquire of the virtuofo re- 
fpedihg his abfence. He anfwered laconi- 
cally, that he had palled the night at a houfe 
where he had eaten of eggs and foup, and 
paid in the morriing twenty fols of Genoa 
for his fupper and bed. 

"Ehe converfation now turning upon the 
different taftes of men, the virtuofo deli- • 
vered- his opinion, that the more rational 
pafflon, in relation to fubjedls of tafte, was 
that for precious Hones. “ For,” faid he,“ if a 
“ man is fond of pictures, prints, and ftatues; 
“ what infinite difficulties he finds in the way 
of enjoyment ! If paintings, they are rent 
y'ih the carrying; if prints,’ they are da- 
“ Maged in the folding ; and if ftatues, they 
** are injured by the fri(Stion.” I mentioned 
to him theiucky adventures that the Englifh 
banker made, in the line of 

. . 2 vertu : 
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vcHu : Ah !** faid he, ** I once bought a done 
“ of a lad in the fields for five paols, and 
** afterwardsfolditforfixtyzechins.” “Yours 
“ then,” faid T, “ mufi; be an admirable 
“ trade, and highly lucrative.” “Ah, Sir!” 
replied he, “ thefe are occurrences that 
“ happen once or twice only in the life of a 
“ man: I am fearful I have had ray (hare 
“ of good luck. Two of thefe fortunate 
“ events have already fallen to my lot : the 
“ fecond of thefe was with a prieft. When 
. “ I was in Calabria, a certain done, for 
“ which 1 had given a few carlins, was 
fancied by this pried, who ofiered for it 
ten zechins. In addition to this, I de- 
“ manded, and he acceded to my demand, 
“ of felefting in exchange any done in his 
“ collection. The done upon which I 
“ fixed, I afterwards fold for forty zechin^, 
“ and this,” concluded he, “ is the fird time 
.“ I ever got any thing by a pried.” 

Calabria having been mentioned, I took 
occafion to remark, that , the prince of Ca- 
. 5 “ rignano 
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rignano had been on a vifit to Naples and 
Rome ; and that he appeared a man of 
very awkward and unhntfhed manners. 
“ Such,” faid he, “ is the folly of our court. 
“ They exclude the princes from aflbciat- 
“ ing with the reft of their fellow-crea- 
“ tures : and if they fend them out to tra- 
“ vel, put them, as is the cafe with the 
“ prince of Carignano, under the manage- 
“ ment of their mother. Hence they 
“ learn to be both proud, and awkward. 

When at Geneva, npt long fince, I ufed 
“ to go on a morning to bathe; and, after 
“ fome days, I found that a fon of the king 
** of.England was bathing at the fame time, 
in a place feparated from mine, only by 
“ a flight partition. “ Cofpctto I” ex- 
claimed he with warmth, ** a Sardinian 
' “ dared not approach fo near the prince of 
** Carigoano’s horfe-pond.” 
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T^TOTHING but a fucceffion of rocks and 
mountains is to be feen the whole 
length of the coaft from Lcrici. The di- 
rect paflage to Genoa by land lies over 
thefe precipitous trads, acceffible only to 
mules or horfes of the country. Thefe 
Wilds ajfford a nurfery for the moft daring 
robbers. The failors, who pointed to me 
the various windings, aflured me, that 
piftols were the only arms by which a tra- 
veller in this route could expert to oppofe 
with any chance of fecurity thefe plun- 
derers. The head of the gang is a man, 
known it feems by the name of Francef*. 
coni, a’ very intrepid and artful villain, and 
the terror of the country. A. ^entleipan 
who was travelling frpm Geno^ ai^ofs thefe 
ippuntains, flopped at a hpufe jvhpfp Fraa- 
T pefconi 
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«efconi was taking Tome refreHifnent. Pro- 
ceeding on their way, the traveller remarked 
upon the robbers in this country, and parti- 
cularly on Francefconi. ** For my part,” 
faid he, “ I carry in my pocket a brace of 
“ excellent piftols, with which I think t 
“ know how to defend myfelf.” On this, 
Francefconi requefted to view them ; with 
which his companion readily complied. 
Then taking off his hat, he made a low 
bow, and thanked him for the piftols, add- 
ing, with an odd mixture of pleafantry and 
generofity, “ The man you now fee before 
“ you is Francefconi, head of the jobbers.” 
Tie then left him thunderftruck at the 
event, but fatisfied with having purchaied 
his life at the price of his piftols, 

A fair wind had by this time blown us to 
i point, from which Genoa was not efti- 
mated to lie more than twelve miles; bu( 
a fmall portion only of day-light remaining, 
and a flight fall of rain portending in the 
ca)[)taih*s judgment a change of weather, we 
M 4 could 
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could riot prevail upon him to p^fs a little 
port over which we then flood. Here we 
brought to, and the flxore being rocky and a 
perfefl: fhoal, we were mounted upon the 
failors backs, and thus carried to the beach. 
The name of this port was Camucci, and 
all that exifled of it partook greatly of the 
barbarous. While our fifli was broiling, 
an old corpulent Genoefe factor forced me 
into converfation ; and uttered, in a voice 
like thunder, the praifes of the Englifh. He 
ieeraed, however, to think the Englifh could 
not be properly praifed, except the French 
Were firft execrated. The French,” laid 
he, ** are common thieves. The Turks 
♦‘ call' them falfd falfe head, and we 
** falfo cruore^ falfe heart. They flole Cor- 
” fica from us, arid they robbed you of 
“ America, and how they are robbing each 
“other. Oh!” exclaimed he, clapping his 
hands with violence, “ they pa^y for their 
“ crimes, they pay for their crimes ! ’ They 
“ talk here,’^ continiied he, “ df league 

“ betwe en 
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«* between .them and ,your nation, but that’s. 

impoflible. I wonder you . do not take 
“ this opportunity of deftroying, them. 

Here, Sir, we deteft a Frenchman, but.it 
“is a proverb among us — Che Tirpla 
“ degli Inglcfi, e I’ifola degli angeli — ^Tbc 
“ ifland of the Engliih is an ifland of. an~ 
“ gels.” Thefe expreflions he delivered with 
great noife and emphatis ; and his oracles 
were uttered in the midft of thick clouds of 
tobacco- fmoke. I thanked him for the ho- 
nor he did my nation j and wilhing prof- 
perity to the Qeno^fe, mounted to the apart- 
ment in which my fellow voyagers wqre 
preparing to regale on the broiled fifh. , 
The virtviofo expanded as the day declined, 
and after fupper drew from his pocket an 
intaglio, which he laid before us. . -.We 
• handled it .however with, fo little Ikill, and 
praifed it with fo little fcience, . that he 
proceeded no farther in his exhibition. The 
weather had b^cpme tempeftupus, agreeably 
, to the predidionj and the fea 

had 



170 L E T T E R CXIX. 

iit^^ ^cquif^d in the morning a very formi- 
d|i|>|e appearance. The condition under 
iQ^hich our captain was bound determined 
him to put to iea if poiHble ; and we did at 
let^th, not without much ri& and difficulty, 
get clear of tha ihoals. Our virtuofo had 
much refpeft for himfelf and his trea> 
fures, to be of our party any longer ; and 
bidding us adieu, refolved to hniffi his ex- 
pedition op foot. After nearly live hours 
t(^ng upon a iea, which threw us at its 
pleafure in every direction, we at length 
reached the point, to and from which we 
had been alternately tending and receding ; 
and a little after mid‘>day, floated with a 
gentle current into the harbour of Genoa. 
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u cii has been, pnd too mudj cannot be^ 
* faid of the grand d'rnl^ which 
the bubour of Gen^ prefents to 4hie fea. 

The 
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The fcetiery for many miles is of a veiy 
charming character, gardens and country 
manfions covering the coaft to a great ex- 
tent ; and the town difcovers Itfelf upon en> 
taring the port, a perfedl theatre of regular 
and majeftic beauty. A very decent man 
tendered me his fervices in difembarking 
from the felucca ; and under his condud I 
was rowed to that part of the fliore which 
connected with his hotel. 

The remainder of the day afforded me 
ample leifure to examine thofe parts of this 
fuperb city, which are moft ftriking to the 
eye. A very charming promenade is 
formed upon the walls of the harbour, from 
which, on one hand, is viewed the city with 
the hills riling behind it ; and on the other, 
the veffels riding at anchor, and a boundleis 
Extent of the fea. The houfes are carried 
to a furpriling height ; and, owing to the 
fhelving foundations on which they reft, 
rife one above another in a manner fingu- 
larly ftriking ; I counted as many as nine 

ftories 
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ftoties in feveral of thefe; which, in addition 
to their habitable floors, were turreted with 
galleries, or otherwile crowned with fome 
ornament of fancy. Paintings in various 
characters and colors, fuch as arabefques, 
ehiariofcuros, &c. covered their fronts ; 
and, though deflitute of all pretenfions to 
tafte and elegance, gave a glow to the ge- 
neral view, and rendered them collectively 
gtand and iinpreflive. 

1, The ftreets are univerfally narrow, and 
almoft as univerfally clean : thofe efpecially 
in which the traffic of the town is car- 
ried' on, have only the width of a foot-path, 
but are rendered lively by the apparent ac- 
tivity of trade,; and the variety of brilliant 
;and crowded (hops. The whole city is 
built upon the brow and (helyings of moun- 
tains ^ and (lands, in its different qitarters; 
;‘ «pon bafes fo various and unequal, that no- 
icthiing but art and induilry^ llimulated . by 
* the-powerful impulse 

have connected at ail the feveral pacts. 


or 
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or have imparted any thing like com- 
xnodioufnefs or uniformity to the whole. 
Sometimes the ilreet defcends and paiTes by 
the cellars, at other times it mounts and 
coaHs along the roofs of the houles; and 
all this is effeded without that portion of in- 
convenience which might reafonably be ex- 
pected, and with little or no detriment to 
the general view. 

It is impoflible to tread among thefe mo- 
numents of human induftry, without en- 
tertaining exalted conceptions of that energy, 
by which they were planned and efieded. 
The Ponte di Carignano is really an effort, 
which may well be claffed with the exer- 
tions of the moft renowned times. Thb is 
a bridge of an aftonilhing height, pafling 
from one mountain to another, with the 
' boldnefs of Roman architedure. Formerly 
a river defeended along the valley, which 
feparates thefe mountmns. The courfe of 
the river was diverted, this bridge was con- 
firuded ; and thus a communication being 

eUablifhed 



174 LETTER CXX. 

eftablilhed between the two parts of the 
city, the valley was quickly rendered, by 
the lame Ipirit of induftrious enterprize, 
conveniently habitable, and it is now co- 
vered with houfes, and populoully inhabited 
in every part. What renders this work ftill 
more.furprifing, is, that it was the delign 
and atchievement of an individual ; and it 
Hands as a perpetual monument of what may 
be efFed:ed towards the removal of local diffi- 
culty, by the powrerful impetus of commer- 
cial induilry and public fpirit. 
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RAPID excurllon through the cham- 
bers of half a dozen palaces* left on my ' 
mind a confufed impreffion of aloipft RS 
mauy beauties.- The genersd c^ih of the^ 
magnificent 5 and eithibited* ^,in the 
muititude of thclt apattiacots*ithe intcicacy 

of 
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of a labyrinth, rather than the inconveiii- 
etice of a manfion. The palace of Fran- 
cefco Baibi, to which I was firft conducted, 
had little to boaft in the line of architecture, 
or decoration : its moft valued excellencies 
lay in the collection of paintings ; and yoti 
will not expeCt that I fhould deliver a fo- 
lemn leCture upon productions which re- 
ceived from me but a tranficnt contem- 
plation. 

The Palazzo Roffo, or Red Palace, re- 
ceived me upon ifluing from the Palazzo 
Baibi ; though they were no otherwife con- 
tiguous than by that pofition which they 
occupied in my lift. The exterior of this 
palace, as its name denotes, is daubed with 
a red colouring ; and ill expreftes the extent 
and magnificence which prevail within. I 
cannot forbear remarking, that amongft the 
paintings in this palace, which all who view 
Rinft admire, there is one that it is difficult 
tn endure. This is the decollated and reek- 
ing H^d bf HbldftmcSi iii the hatid of Jti- 

dith. 
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dith* The pencil of Paul Veronefe had 
doubtlefs given to this revolting fubjeit, all 
the proper touches of nature and circum- 
ftance ; but it would demand the blunted 
feelings of an anatomift, to contemplate and 
approve. The chambers, the ornaments, 
and the decorations of this palace were fur- 
prifing. Beneath the apartments of ordinary 
relidence, were chambers formed exprefsly as 
an afylum in the feafon of heat j thefe con- 
fined in alcoves, baths, receifes, and all the 
conceivable inventions of luxurious opu- 
lence. It fliould feem that one fuch palace 
would be judged fufficient for one pro>- 
prietor j it appears, however, that this is only 
one of three, which conftitute the property 
of its owner. 

The palace of Durazzo was the next 
which fell in the order of my tour j and the 
entrance to this announced its character 
with an air of magnificeace, to which no one 
1 had yet feeii could pretend. In addition 
to a cbuntlefs fuiie of apartments hung, with 

paintings 
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paintings of every fchool, here was a gal- 
lery, the pannels of which were overlaid 
with refledlors, and which was itfelf fur- 
nlflied with a colleilion of ftatues of antient 
and modern workmanlhip : the palace 
opened behind upon a terrace, which con- 
ne£led with a handfome theatre, form- 
ing itfelf an appendage to the proprietor’s 
domains. An event, ftrange and unnatural, 
has lately caufed this noble palace to change 
its mailers. The prefent pofleflor was de- 
fccnding at the moment in which I entered 
the hall j and oblcrving him drelTed in a 
mourning fuit, I tookoccalion to afk the 
caufe, and learned, that the late benefaflor 
vras a man of great avarice, who refufed even 
the neceflarles of life to his own family* 
This feverity was particularly exercifed 
againft his youngeft fon j who, wearied 
with repeated attempts to foften his father, 
refolved to murder him. For this purpolb 
he repaired to Genoa, folicited an interview, 
and agrin implored the compafGon of his 
VOL. II. N father j 
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father; which being refufed, the fon drew 
out a piftol, and ihot him. He is now 
under confinement for this atrocious a£l; 
and no one pretends to conjecture what 
kind of fentence he will be called upon to 
fuifer. It is not however apprehended, that 
any extraordinary feverity will be employed 
againfi a man, whofe only crime is affajfi- 
nation\ and there are ftronger rcafons for 
fuppofing that lenity will prevail, as the 
affair is hufhed up with all convenient in- 
-dullry, and the elder fon, who was the 
peribn I law, is enjoying quiet pofleflSon of 
the hereditary fortunes. 
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lyATiGUED with the glare of palaces, I 
intreated my guide to indulge my cu- 
riofity with a fight of thofe public inftitu- 
tions, in which iplendor and utility are 
V Qombined. 
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combined. The ** Albergo de Poveri,” or 
Poor-bonfe^ was the firft to which I was in- 
troduced j and it offered a feaft to the bet- 
ter paflions of the heart, to be told, that 
two thoufand individuals, men, women, and 
children, are fupported upon this liberal 
foundation. The building is, in its prefent 
unfinllhed ftate, of confiderable magnitude ; 
and, when brought to the projeded per- 
fedion, will be without parallel. 

All inftitutions for the public good have 
tlicir fliiduations, and human management 
will partake of human frailties, not to fay cor- 
ruptions. This charity does not appear to 
have funk into any notorious abufe, nor to 
have forfeited, in any great degree, its claim 
to public refped. I have heard it laid, that 
under the adminiflration of a particular Doge, 
its ufes were rendered eminently great j the 
poor of all defcriptions were received into 
tthis afylum : thus the ftreets were cleared of 
beggars and vagabonds, and thofe who re- 

fufed 
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fufed to feek its protection, were compelled 
to feci its reltraints. 

Amongft the collection of buildings ap- 
propriated to thefe hofpitable purpofes, are 
a church of fingular neatnefs, and chapels 
for the daily and diftinCl devotions of the 
different fexes. A very exquifue relief of 
Michael Angelo, exprefling the Virgin and 
her dead fon, is efteemed, as it well dc- 
ferves, an invaluable ornament of the Pau- 
pers Church. It was fortunately the hour 
of dining when I paffed through the wo- 
men’s apartments ; and I had the pleafure 
of feeing a long proceflion of children, 
under the conduCl of the lady abbelTes, dc- 
feend to the hall. On their way, they fung 
a facred fervice ; and when they had taken 
their feats, I was permitted to move along 
the ranks, from one extremity to the other 
of a fpacious faloon, and witnefs the great 
and comfortable provifion v/ith which they 
were fupplied. The houfe is by no means * 
filled equal to its powers of accommodation. 

In 
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In the laft war, I underftand, the Genoefe 
quartered eighteen thoufand prifoners on the 
women’s fide. Allowance muft however be 
made for the little indulgence, which the 
courtefy of fome countries make it neceflary 
to fliow to thofe whom the chance of war has 
thrown upon the State. 

From the “ Poor-houfe,” I pafled to the 
“ hofpital.” This is an inftitution, which, 
in point of liberality, has no rival in Eu- 
rope. Dcfigned as a receptacle for dif- 
trcflcd humanity^ it receives under its pro- 
tcdlion the fick and maimed of every com- 
plexion, country, and religion, “ La fala 
de Feriti,” or Ward of the Stabbed^ was a 
fight which I knew not how to contem- 
plate. This apartment was of conliderable 
length ; four ranks of beds, filled for the 
moll part with miferable viilims of afialli- 
nation, varioufly wounded, and in difierent 
ftages of fufiering, was a fpedacle full of 
horror. I gladly turned from this groupe, 
whofe cafes are a reproach to the laws of a 
N 3 civilized 
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dvilized ftate, and fought, in the church of 
Carignano, one of the nobleft produftions of 
modern fculpture. This was the celebrated 
llatue of Saint Scbaftian by Puget. The 
Saint is executed in a ftile which defeription 
cannot charaderi^Se, and conveys to the 
mind an expreffion which can only be felt, 
Of this and the other churches which I faw, 
1 cannot fpeak in any terms of particular 
commendation. They have indeed a fpccies 
of grandeur-— but Rome has taught me to 
fee^ in churches, what Genoa prefers to exi* 
hibit elfewhere. 

The ftreets of this city are, as I have 
before remarked, fingularly narrow. Hence 
the fedan is in more general ufe, if I may 
judge from the experience of two days, 
than wheeircarriages. The chairmen who 
bear them have ufually the livery of the fa- 
mUy, and arc followed by two others, ca- 
parifpned with equal richnefs. The cavalier 
of the lady parades bcHde the chair ; and 
thuft tb? whole cpmpofe a groupe^ which 

dazzles 
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dazzles as it moves. The Doge is called 
facetioufly the Public Prifoner, as his office 
fubjedls him to continual confinement, and 
his authority ceafes upon his quitting the 
town. There is in this city much to ad- 
mire ; and from the narrownefs of the 
ftreets in general, are to be excepted thofe 
in which the palaces of the nobles (land. 
Few cities can fhew ftreets, upon the whole, 
fupcrior to the Strada Baibi, Nuova, and 
Giulia j and if to the palaces, public build- 
ings, and pier, we add the general air and 
exterior of the wharfs and factories, I can 
fee no reafon for refufmg to this city that 
diftindion, which it has long enjoyed by ge- 
neral fuffrage, of Genoa the Superb.” 
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A FELUCCA mafter, bound for the port ot 
Leghorn, threw bimfelf in my way, 
at tlie hour of my return from this excur- 
fion; and having balanced the chances of 
waiting another opportunity, againft the fa- 
vourable occafion which then prefented it- 
felf, I reluftantly yielded to the laft. By 
jfunfet we cleared the harbour of Genoa, 
with a fair and brifk wind for Leghorn. 
It is ufual upon this coaft-— and how far it 
may extend befide, I know not — to utter a 
ihort prayer upon putting to fea j and the 
fame is obferved upon entering port. This 
ceremony was performed with great feri- 
oufnefs in the veflel which brought me to 
Genoa. The moment of prayer is invari- 
ably that which precedes the veflel ’s entrance 

npoti 



LETTER CXXIII. 185 

upon her courfe. A fail or ran to the ftern, 
and taking off his hat, repeated aloud the 
form, which was fealed by the Amen of the 
crew. The thankfgiving was pronounced 
by the fame perfon, and with the fame for- 
mality, upon making land. The Genoefc 
diale£l: rendered it impollible for me to ad- 
mire any thing in their devotions, beyond 
the pun£luality and gravity with which 
they were performed. 

The wind continuing to blow fair, we 
arrived in the afternoon of the following 
day, before the port of Lerici. Our in- 
treaties to prefs for Leghorn not availing, 
I found myfelf reduced to the alternative, of 
palling another night upon hard package, 
or paying a fecond crown for fleeping upon 
hraw. In the moment of deliberation, an 
elderly man addrelled me in Englilh, and 
requelled permiilion to conduct me to the 
Etiglijh lodging, I followed him, and upon 
entering his houle was faluted by my old 
felIo<v adventurer, the Leghorn Merchant, 
Z who 
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who was alfo upon his return from Genoa, 
and, like myfelf, was brought afliore againil 
his inclination. He was fitting down to 
coffee with a welUdreffed faftor from 
Genoa, and a tall itinerant German. Our 
party foon received the addition of a fmart 
Italian Abb6, a member of the univerfity of 
Pavia, who difcourfed with much franknefs 
and volubility. At the dawn of day we 
put again to fea. An accidental flip, in 
palling from Ihore to the veflel, brought 
me into the water amid the rocks. By the 
afliflance of the failors, 1 was however hap- 
pily refcued from circumftances of extreme 
danger; and this is an event of my life 
which I record, in grateful acknowledgment 
of providential protection. 

Oh leaving the port of Lcrici, we encoun- 
tered a ftrong contrary wind. After com- 
bating, during the whole day, with fruitlefs 
oppofition, the violence of the waves, night 
brought us back to our old ftaiion, with the 
comfortable aflurailce of a probable deten- 
3 , tion 
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tlon on thefe miferable fhores for fome days 
to come. Repairing to our former rendez- 
vous, I found my Leghorn friend and his 
companions in the a6: of confultation upon 
a land expedition. Upon an invitation 
from them to join company, I difcharged 
my account with the Captain of the Felucca, 
and agreed to put myfelf under the condudl 
of the Leghorn Merchant, to whom, from 
his fuperior knowledge of the country, the 
Genoefe and German had configned the foie 
management of our route. On our way to 
Sarzana, to which we travelled on foot, we 
eroded the Magro in a ferry-boat, and en- 
tered, by the diredtion of our Tufean con- 
dudtor, a quarter of the town which did not 
wear the moft civilized exterior. Having 
introduced us to a homely landlord, and 
commanded him to prepare fome kid for 
our fupper, he proceeded in queft of the car- 
riages, which he had undertaken to procure- 
By the time that our kid fmoked upon the 
board, he returned with the pleafing intel- 
ligence. 



iSg LETTER CXXIII. 

ligcncc, of pcrfca fuccefs ; a countryman 
having contradicd to furniih two Barrochios, 
for the fum of forty Genoefe livrcs, (twenty- 
feven fhillings Englifli,) to convey us to 
fifa. 
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^T^HERE are moments In which thekecneft 
politicians may be found ofl' their guard. 
It was furely in one of thefe that Colmo the 
Firft, of Tufeany, prevailed upon the Ge- 
noefe to exchange Leghorn for Sarzana. 
It is true, Sarzana was, at the time of this 
projed, in polTeflion of a flourifliing com- 
merce, and this was the bait upon which the 
wily Duke had relied for his hope of fuc- 
cefs. His policy appeared in the refult ; 
Leghorn had capabilities of which he knew 

how 
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how to make a proper ufc ; and by lus 
prudent rneafures he laid the foundation of 
tliat commercial profperity, which has con- 
verted- an inlignificant village into a mart 
of general traffic. Sarzana funk in pro- 
portion as its rival advanced ; and now filent 
ftrccts and negledlcd fortifications exhibit a 
melancholy picture of faded importance 
and ufclefs defence. 

J3y ten o’clock, having fupped to our en- 
tire fadsfidion, \ce entered the carriajres 
prepared for us. It would be departing too 
far from the line of truth to fay, tha’t any 
end, beyond that of oiconomy, was anfwer- 
ed by thefe wretched vehicles. Each was 
formed to contain two perfons upon feats, 
one .behind the other j an empty fack re- 
ceived our feet, but no provifion whatever 
was made for the back. Myfelf and the 
German took our ftation in the firft, the 
Tufean and Genoefe preferring to follow. 
The night was dark, and therefore conceal- 
ed from our view the wilds through which 
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we paflcd ; and fatigue uniting with the 
violent motion of the carriage, brought the 
German and myfelf Into frequent, and oc- 
cafionally forcible contact. 

Day-light difeovered to us a cottage, the 
chimney of which feemed to be fending up 
its firft fruits of the morning. Here we 
reftored ourfelves, in fome meafure, by the 
aid of a blazing hearth, and then re-enter- 
ing our cars, we refumed our journey j and 
being ihortly overtaken by rain, continued 
to encounter this additional calamity till 
about *mid-day, when we arrived before the 
gates of Pifa. Upon the ufual demand of 
our names and qualities, the German an- 
nounced himfelf Signior Capitano ** * ***; 
but what farther, neither myfelf nor the en- 
quiring party could tell. Scared by fuch an 
aggregate of gutturals, and having his ear 
tuned only to the liquid founds of a melo- 
dious language, the Italian flew with pre- 
cipitancy from the Capitanoj and returning 
with an inkhorn, requefted him to put it at 
• full 
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full length upon paper, which, amidft the 
deluge of falling rain, was a tafk of no fmall 
difficulty. 

Our Tufcan leader had direftcd the 
drivers to an inn where a plentiful ordinary 
afforded us very fufficient means of recover- 
ing our good humour. A carriage for Leg- 
horn was readily found, which, after taking 
leave of the German Captain, who had re- 
folved to pafs fomc days at Pifa, I entered, 
in company with my remaining friends, 
and arrived at Leghorn before the doling of 
the gateSk 


LETTER eXXV. 

Florence, April 2, 1792* 
pis A, through which we pafled on our 
route for Leghorn, is a city of no mean 
afped, or low pretenfions. Like Florence, 
it is pierced by the waters of the Amo, and 

preferves 
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prefcrvcs a communication between its di- 
vided parts by bridges of more antiquity 
than beauty. I'bc gates o'" their Cathedral, 
though of pouderous brafs, arc faid to have 
travelled to tliis place from Jerufalem, and 
the fqil which forms the Campo Santo*, was 
itfelf imported from the Holy Land. 

The “ Torre Pendente,” or “ Inclining 

Tower,” was a curiofity, whofe hiftory, 
not conne£ting with the legends of Paleftine, 
feemed to be held in the fecond clafs of 
wonders j though I confefs for my own 
part, I had not for fome time feen a monu- 
ment capable of infpiring half fo much 
ailonilliment. As I had glanced only at the 
exterior of thofe at Bologna, I iitdulged in 
a more intimate examination of this, and 
eafily fuffered myfelf to be condudled quite 
to its fummit. It has feven circular gal- 
leries of columns in perfect condition, and 
the fteps by which the afeent is made arc 
perfectly horizontal, fo that the inclination 

* Burying-ground* 

formed. 
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formed, beyond difpute, a part of the arclii- 
teft’s plan. Knamoured however of fafety, 
I could not feel perfedlly at my eafe, when 
hanging over the parapet of a tower one 
hundred and forty feet high, and inclined 
thirteen feet from its perpendicular; my 
recollection was refreflied indeed by thofc 
mechanical laws, which rendered all fccure 
where the center of gravity was duly pre- 
ferved ; yet, with all refpeCt for the fomid- 
nefs of the doCtrine, I felt feme reluCtance 
to be involved in the chance of the ex- 
|)Criment. 

The Baths in the vicinity of this town 
are pleafantly fituated, and arranged with 
much attention to delicacy and health. 
Under cover of a mountain, which affords 
them fhade and Ihelter, thefe buildings are 
diftributed into two diftinCl fets, containing 
feverally hot and cold, private and common 
baths. The walls of the apartments are fur- 
nifhed with inftrudlidns fuited to the cafes of 
the different invalids; and the cuftomary dou- 
‘ VOL. II. 
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,ceurs of ball-room, cafinos, &c. hard net 
been forgotten. The vilits of the Court 
have given the ton to thefe Baths ; and 
there is fome judgment at leaft in fixing 
the refort of pleafure fo near the fprings of 
health. 

In leaving Pifa we entered upon a route 
which condu<fled us, by a flow movement 
of two days, tp our old quarters in this 
capital. The country prefented a more 
cheerful face from the advanced (late of the 
feafon, and wc contemplated in filent ad- 
miration, as we moved along the vale of 
the Arno, that delicious variety of verdure 
which clothed its Hoping fides. The road 
purfues a track conformed to the various 
windings of the ftream, and which leaves 
no part of this beautiful valley concealed 
from the traveller’s eye. It was a gala day 
when we entered Florence, and the road 
was crowded for a league from the gates of 
the city, with the peafants of both fexes, in 
their holiday attire. Nothing can furpafs 
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in extravagance the flaunty trappings of the 
females ; ribbons, tinfel, and artificial 
flovvers, were laviflied upon every part of 
their drefs, with a profufion which funk the 
ruftic into the morrice-dancer. This is the 
prevailing tafte among the Tufcan girls, 
at leaft in the vicinity of Florence — and it is 
difiicult to imagine a drefs in which the 
happy features of natural fimplicity are more 
ingenioufly difguifed. 


LETTER CXXVI. 


Bologna, April 8, 1792. 

^T^HE aufterities of the Quarefiraa*, and 
"** the death of the Emperor, had thrown 
a veil over the pleafurable afpe<Sl of Flo- 
rence, and drefled the city in all the fo- 
lemn exterior of gravity and forrovv. The 


* Lent. 
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feafon alone refufeJ its conformity to the 
general cdi<Sl:, and gave a cheerful luftre to 
the gardens and promenades, in defiance of 
Lent, and a public mourning. The fame 
fullen occafion which mafleed the face of 
amufement, had alfo flint up the cabinets of 
Vertu ; and it was not the leafl: afiliiSling 
circumftance to learn, that during thefe 
public demonftrations of grief, the door of 
the Gallery was not fuflered to turn on its 
hinges. 

A large portion of two days, fpent in re- 
viewing thofe objedls to which admittance 
could be procured, revived a thoufand de- 
Icdlable impreffions, and made me regret, 
wldi double feeling, the decree which pre- 
vented my paying a fccond tribute of 
homage to the Venus di Mcdicis. I con- 
fefs that a fecond view’ of this lovely city 
Icflencd in no rcfpcdl the impreffion I had 
before received of its general beauties. The 
“ Ponte della Trinita’’ is a bridge, whofe 
rival for fyminetry and elegance I have not 

yet 
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yet leen. Formed upon • srec elliptic 
arches of the moll gi'ccfu! proportionSj^ 
and crolling the Arno in the vvideft portion 
of its bed, it prefents to the eye a ftrmSlure 
at once of majelly and bcau*^y. 

The police of Florence appears to be un- 
der prudent regulations ; and, excepting in 
the feafon of puldic malking, the ftreets arc 
rarely dillurbed by any fymptoms of dif- 
order or outrage. That licentious com* 
lucrce, which the policy of fome ftates has 
judged expedient to protedl, is here reprefled 
by the mofl rigorous laws. The fair fex 
of this city, in the higher ranks, are par- 
ticularly graceful ; and few alTcmblies com- 
bine a more potent union of attradions, than 
their places of public refort. By a lhare ot 
good fortune, which the Roman noblelfe — 
proverbially ugly and coarfe — have not met 
with, the nobility of this place appear to 
hold an equal pre-eminence in beauty and 
rank. 
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So high an eulogium can fcarcely be palTed 
upon the morals, as upon the accomplilh- 
jnents, of the fair Florentines. That falhion- 
able appendage to the married ftate, the 
Cicifbeo, is here admitted to all the vifible 
rights of a privileged lover ; with what real 
referve, it imports but little to know. Ex- 
ternal decorum is the ftrong fecurity of na- 
tional morals ; and there are cafes in which 
the public fentiment may be as efFe<flually 
corrupted by examples of doubtful virtue, 
as by thofe of confirmed guilt. 
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■tT rE left Florence on the 5th, and have 
traced back the route we formerly 
purfued along the chain of Apennine. The 
nature of our equipage compelled us to flow 

and 
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and tedious movements ; and it was not till 
the clofe of the third day that we reached 
this city. Though few habitations are to 
be found upon the higher parts of the Apen- 
nines, thcfe mountains, wild and defolate as 
they appear, arc not without their accom- 
modations. 

In paffing through the village of Pietra 
Mala, I had an opportunity of making a 
vifit to that fmgular fpot from which ilTue 
the volcanic flames. The ground which 
emits this extraordinary blaze is a level, 
fituated at the bottom of a confiderable de- 
feent, about half a league diftant from the 
village, and approached by a track fmous 
and ftoney. The brightnefs of the fun (it 
being mid-day) prevented my feeing the 
fire till I arrived upon the plain, in the 
center of which this phenomenon exifts. A 
number of lambent and difconne<fled flames 
were rifing from the furface of the ground, 
like the dying flafhes from the embers of a 
bonfire. Thefe flames might cover au' 
o 4 area 
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artea of fix feet fquare. The ground was 
in no' place difparted ; and in raking 
away any part of the foil, no eifeft what- 
ever was produced upon the fire. It kin- 
dles rapidly any combuftiblc fubilance, and 
is not extinguiihed or ditninilhed by any 
violence of weather. “ Non fi fpende mat*,” 
was the catch term of my Cicerone. He 
could give me no other reply to all the 
queftions 1 put. It was to him what the 
** tutto di marmore” had formerly been to 
my learned conductor at the Cathedral of 
Modena. 1 could not difeover, by firiking 
with my footi any hollownefs in the ground } 
nor was the flame in any refpedi fulpliure- 
ous. My intelligent infiru^Ior was defirous 
of carrying me to fome new wonders, and 
talked with a very fignificant emphafis of 
boiling water ifluing from a contiguous 
rock j but not having the befl: opinion of 
bis Ikill in topography, I entreated him to 
pl^ 'me where he firft found me. 

• “ It never goes out.** 

Loiano, 
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Loianq, where we paifed the night, gave us 
but a cool and uncheerly welcome. It was 
the Eve of Good Friday, and all the prtefts 
were upon duty. A rattling found was 
heard through every part of the town, which 
my acquaintance with the Catholic rites did 
not enable me to explain. I found, upon 
enquiry, that it arofe from a wooden in- 
ilrument, founded through the (Ireets by 
the ordinary bell-ringer, it being held pro- 
fane to pull the bells during the Holy Week. 
The effect was at once grating and ludi- 
crous. The duties of mafs were collecting 
under the roof of thfe churches the whole 
population of the place; and a large por- 
tion of the night was pafled in thofe con- 
feilions, which are fuppofed, like thole of 
the Chiiftmas Eve, to derive a double ef- 
ficacy from the landity of the feafon. 

There is % powerful xrharm in that fpecies' 
of devotion which profeffes, by a fort of 
mechanifm, to cure the diforders of the 
foul. It affords fo great a convenience to 

the 
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the pailions of mankind, tha^ the moft de-» 
praved will yet refpe£t thofe oiHces of re- 
ligion, which procure them abfolution at fo 
eafy a price, and allow them to fliare the 
pleafures of vice with the merit of virtue. 
“ Non c*e is the only reply we have been 
able to draw from thefe gloomy penitents, 
tipbn every demand in favour of our he- 
retical ftomachs. So rigid is the law of this 
felf-impofed penance, that the butcher will 
not plunge the knife, nor the filherman 
throw the net, during the fuppofed en- 
tombment of the Saviour. To-morrow will 
loofen the bonds of denial, and Proteftant 
and Catholic will feaft upon the fam^ 
luxuries. 


f “ There it none.’* 
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/^HE Fundllons (as they are called) are 
the foie amufement a traveller can fmd 
in paffing through Catholic towns at this 
feafon of the year. Two of thefe were 
announced to us, as about; to take place very 
early after our arrival. The firft, at the 
church of the Frati Celeftini, was the con- 
cluding adf of a drama, equally fplendid and 
folemn. The church, which was imall, 
had received a rich and tafteful decoration. 
Gold crape, the manufadiure of the place, 
was wrought intp clouds about the roof^ 
and other devices of fanciful ornament. The 
fcenes (or fcene, for the appearance was 
uniform) had their place on the grand altar, 
reprcfenting the Sepulture of Chrift, as the 
former two had his Pai&on and Crucifix. 

The 
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The ceremonies opened with a rich I'ym- 
phony ; after which, two venerable monks 
delivered, in fuccelTion, orations relative to 
the event commemorated, with as much 
energy as the whining tone, univerfal in 
Italian orators, would admit. A defire of 
partaking in a mufical repaft, wliich 1 had 
tinderftood was to accompany a Function at 
no great diftance, took me from the church 
of theCeleftini before the clofe of thefe cere- 
monies. The attractions of the mulic had 
not been without their efieCt j for, though 
a full hour before the opening of the fer- 
vice, I found great difficulty in forcing an 
entrance through the crowd. “ Ave Ma- 
“ ria” having been firft faid, the band, pre- 
vioufly tuned, ftruck up ; and an oratorio, 
compofed for the occafion, was performed 
by the firft fingers from the Bolognefe 
choirs. The heat was exceffive j but this 
is a general drawback upon public exhi- 
bitions. Thefe devotional folemnities (for 
5 fuch 
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fuch they would be confidered) did not 
conclude till the approach of midnight. 

As thefe Functions did not take place till 
evening, I had a fuflicient portion of the 
day at liberty for inveftigating thofe churchea 
Vvhicii my former tour round this city had 
not included. I found many fubjedls of 
admiration, particularly at San Michaele in 
Bofeo. This occupies a fituation without 
tlie walls of the city, and ftands upon a con- 
fidcrable eminence. A terrace in front of 
the convent aflbrds a very chai'ming pro- 
menade, and the eye from this point can 
range over the whole city below. The 
beat is. in this quarter lefs fenfibly felt, and 
the air mo#e" pure ; hence the vicinity is 
crowded wi^ Cafinos and Palazzettos, and 
the inhabitii^hts of the more confined difi- 
tridls refbft to this, terrace, for the frclh 
breezes of the evening. A vifit to the 
Sampieri Pilace terminated my labors of 
the day. I Was ambitious of applying the 
rules I had learned, to the fubjeiSls of my 

early 
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early enthufiafm. But, alas! the drawing 
up of the curtain put my fcience to flight j 
and I gave myfelf up without referve to 
thofe feelings, which abforb in one fenti- 
xnent of tranfport all the rules of criti- 
cifm. 

Opinions are, I have found, by no means 
uniform upon the fubje£t of this ftupen- 
dous painting ; for you will not need to be 
informed that the St. Peter of Guido was 
now before me. Peter is, in the judgment 
of all, lamenting his error ; but whether it 
be his denial of Chrift, or his prevarication 
with the Gentile converts, is the queflion at 
iflue; appearances in either cafe wil}^ be 
analogous — fo that I cannot allow the merit 
of this produdion to be at all detraded from, 
by any conflrudions that may be put 
upon its lubjed ; and I muft continue to 
regard it as the firft painting in Italy^ though 
unable to decide, whether it deligns the re- 
buke of a brother, or the fymp^hy of a 
friend. 
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Ferrara, April 9th, 1791* 

^T^IIE city of Bologna was crowded on 
the eve of Eafter with pilgrims. I en» 
countered them in every quarter of the 
town. They were varioufly apparelled ; 
fome in the habit, or rather the difguife, 
peculiar to the kind of penance in which 
they were engaged ; but others, and by far 
the greater part, in the tattered drefs of idle 
vagrants, who find their account in a {fum- 
ing the character of pilgrims. Ample en- 
couragement is held out to thofe journies of 
Penance. Alms are defiributed at the 
clofe of this feftival ; and during its cele- 
bration,. the convents rival each other in 
fupplying the pilgrims with foup. This 

6 intelli* 
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intelligence enabled me to account for a 
bafon which hung by their fides; and as I 
paflTed among them, each Tainted me with 
wifliing me “ a merry Eafter.** The dead 
of the night was difturbed by proceffions 
of religious orders; and a mixed multitude, 
bearing croffes, tapers, and all the inhgnia 
of the church. They filled the air with 
their religious incantations, and were only 
filenced by day-break. 

The folemnity of Eafter-day called me 
to the cathedral. A grand mafi, and mu> 
fical fundion, were exhibited before the fu- 
preme authorities of this city. The car- 
dinal Legate was feated on a throne, fup- 
ported on his right hand by a brother car- 
dinal of the Benedidiiae fraternity, in* the 
habit of his order. On either fide of thefe, 
but upon much lower and lefs conl^cuous 
thrones, (at the ciVil governors, the Gonfa- 
lonier and his afiefibr; the fenators occu- 
pying feats on each fide of the altar. A 
fele£l; band of vocal and inftrumental per- 
formers 
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formers ftruck out fqme delicious harmo- 
nies, and enlivened the procefs of thefe ab- 
furd ceremonies. The cardinal legate made 
a very fpleiidid appearance. The equipage 
in which he left the cathedral was inagni- 
hcent, and his retinue filled a long fuite of 
carriages. He appeared a man of middle 
age, and may polTibly live to fee the office 
he fills annihilated. It was in an hour of 
diftrefs that Bologna threw itfelf into the 
arms of the Pope, and it is now lai.d under 
heavy contribution to the Holy See. The 
legate reigus but three years, yet his autho- 
rity is reuewable if the people are fatisfied 
with his paft conduil. 

The.cityiof. Bplpgn^is very rich, if a judg- 
ment may be formed from the magnifieence 
of its buildings, and the a^^ivity of its mar- 
kets^. 'it has indeed a fituation peculiarly 
advantageous to, .growing wealth. It ap- 
.pefars pofiefs. a generous foil; its lands 
are warnied by a kindly fun, and defended 
by the lofty Apcnninc, under which it is 
VOi.. II. p Iheltered 
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flieltered from the ravages of wintry ftorms. 
The little Rhincj that flows befide it, and 
the canals which communicate with the 
Po, aflbrd every convenience of a commer- 
cial nature. Yet the ends of nature and in- 
duftry are greatly defeated, by that fuper- 
ftitiOn which rules within, and- that papal 
authority which domineers from without. 
The loweil computation fixes their churches 
at one hundred and fifty, extremely magni- 
ficent for the moft part; and out of this 
number, two thirds at leaft are extra-pa- 
rochial, and belong to convents and reli- 
gious incorporations, which abound within 
jthe walls of this city. * The fplendor of their 
monafteries evinces the uhhiatural wealth of 
thefe bodies; and the bnlliancy of their 
equipages de'monftfates, that if ihdufi^ ahd 
commercecreate-opul^'ce^ihddlehce ahd'fe- 
cluiion divide the fpoH. . 

The fervitude they ate U&der'to thie’Rb- 
inan lee, is equally a fptilce' bf OppreMon 
and expehce. By fupiradding to their civil 

confti- 


4 
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conflitution an ecclefiaftical governor, they 
have opened a channel for the enlargement 
of that authority, Tvhich had alreadypafled its 
proper limits. The pendon of the legate is 
annually receiving augmentation; and more 
than whifpers are circulated, of the inconve- 
nience of the papal yoke. Projects have been 
rumoured with no particular fecrecy, of re- 
fuming, on the demifeof the reigning pontifi*, 
the independence they fo ralhly ceded. The 
alarming indifpofition which his Holiuefs 
lately experienced, is faid to have produced 
fome meafures preparatory to fuch a dellgn. 
Few difficulties appear in the way of its ac- 
compliihment from the military, who may 
be fuppofed atTleafl: as much in the intereft 
of the civil, as the ecclefiadlical power / apd 
ifaf^ Swife halberdiers be excepted, there 
remains only the peaceful band of monks 
and. friars, who havijng renounqcd the world, 
would douhtleis be very cautious, of inter- 
fering in its di^tes. 
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Mdntfellis^ April ti» 1792* 

route from Bologna to Ferrara, lay- 
through a country highly incommo- 
dious to carriages of any bulk. By fome 
xn(lru£fcions too readily admitted, we fuf- 
fered ourfclves to be drawn from the high 
road ; and palled over lands which had 
been walhed by floods during the winter, 
and were now hardened into the moft incon- 
\venient furrows by the a^ion of a powerful 
Tttiii Ferrara received us in all the trap- 
pings of holiday pride. Poftmafters and 
poftilions w^ arrayed in jackets trimmed 
with gorgeous lace j and all ■ conditions 
> feemed to hare brought out the heft of dieir 
wardrobe in honor Eaftcr. ^'^is city 
has furvived its fame ^ sm:^r of dignity yet 
h>d]g$ upon its bwldingsi its llreets are 

wide, 
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wide, airy, and majeftic ; but the grafs has 
overgrown its pavement,* and “ all the bufy 
“ flufli of life is fled.” The fanftity of 
the day had fllled its churches; and both 
thefe and the cathedral were croud ed with 
worfliippers of every rank, confecrating, 
as they imagined, the pleafures they were 
about to partake of, by fome preliminary 
vow. 1 glided amongfl; thefe induftrious 
worfliippers, (who covered the facred floors,) 
in order to gaze upon the paintings ; but 
clouds of frankincenfe interpofed between 
me and the objeds of my curiofity, and 
confounded all the diflindUons of light and 
fliade. 

Avery charming road c 6 ndu< 3 ed us from 
Ferrara to a point at no great diflance, where 
we rejoined our old acquaintance the Po ; 
upon: wflofe broad and cultivated banks we 
travelled, till pafling with our equipage in 
a fen^ llDat, we turned our backs upon this 
claflical ftream, rand toiled through a pain- 
ful track to the yilligq of Rovigo., The 

p 3 fun 
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Tun was iidw letting, and the peafants were 
to relak in the humoUrs of a dance. 
'Ah eldefly man was ftriking the guitar, to a 
duo fuhg by himfelf and a little fignora. 
The country was romantically beautiful, and 
all the objedts around meTeemed to wear the 
featured of natural fimplicity. The liftening 
cloWhdid not catch more eagerly than my- 
felf, the happy melody of that popular 
ballad, ** Dice la itiamma che I’amor’d un 
^‘^mbihelio.** 

We left Rovigd this morning ; and hav- 
Ing croffed the Adice in Ponte Volante, or 
Tlymg Bridge, entered lipoia a delightful 
route. The eitceilive heat which prevailed, 
induced ufto Ihorteh conliderabl^ our jour- 
ney of this day i and to take iip dbr quar- 
ter^ with ati hoheft landlord, l^hdifb itige" 
hudUs feattiriss recbtnmeh'ded 1^'e hbfpita- 
iities of his hbuie. Italy has 
the a yillage mqre; J^licjdi^fiy^'^^ It 
Wretches at the 'ife'ot djf 
t^hedee it borrows ifti hlniel'and near^ con- 

nedls 
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nedis with another of almoft equal magni- 
tude, whofe fertility has obtained it the ap- 
pellation of ** Monte Ricqo.” Qur land- 
lord poured out to us fome lufcious wine, 
the produce of the doping declivities. Other 
mountains of leder dimenfions unite with 
thefe, and form a fort of chain, the centre 
of which is occupied by this romantic vil- 
lage. 

I had flrolled over part of the larger 
mountain, and fought a path to its 

■ . . . H.’;. .. ' ■ 

without effeiSl. My landlord was, at the 
moment of my return, catching, in his eafy 
chair, the breezes of the evening, I related 
to him the fubjeft of my em^rralTment j 
when, rihng from his fautcuil^ he took, me 
by the arm, and conduced me to the en- 
trance of the beaten track, “ This moun- 
tain, XCaid my guidfy for Tie .wafted no 
** time In prcanible,) was anciently called 
** jMqntfellis f it now bears the name of 
, ** Monte deiie Ifitte Chlefc, from the feven 
** churches built upon it, and which are dp- 
p 4 ” ugned 
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“•<figpaed to cofrefppnd to the feven bafilifks 
Rome. Gh !’* exclaimed he, as we 
jdetinded together, ** what a treafure does 
this mountain poflefs, and what lights are 
“ Ibmetimes to be feen upon ith,^ad you 
.“ been at Montfellis dif^.the feftival of 
“ Rafter, you would have feenta proceflion 
“ the whole height of the mountain. 
“ =That church, Sir,” pointing to an obje£t 
before us, “ contains the bodies of five and 
*IWeMy &ints,perie£t andAentire as in the 
«* days of their flelh : Tliefe, and more you 
**l m^ht have feen, at the procefiion of 
. “^Eofter.^’- ^ ' . 

^ fWe -had npw afcended about half 'the 

■ . . ifi' ■j?* 

Ke^ht, and were entered upon a terraoe cdiu* 
maadingagltHious profpeidlt* My old landlord 

ielf^“ isra- deHghifisl |ds^lfdi?Vtbt^ ? w^ho 
‘^lifceto '.fit I ■ 

the ' cavafteit lb) ilba 

j-y -'i 7 “ oool 
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« cool of the day, to fip their coffee, drink 
** their rofoglio, and divert themfelves.” 
He was arrefted in the middle of his ha- 
rangue by a fight of the gate which opened 
to the feyen churches. Here he crbffed hiin- 
felfas many time^ and lowered his tone to 
a pitch of gravity which he never, altered 
during our continuance within the facred 
limits. The gate . bore an infcription of 
“ Septem Romse Bafilicis pares.” The 
buildings within were rather fanciful thlti 
grand, and borrowed more from the faints 
they preferved, than the architedure they 
difplayed. My guide drew me into ohe 
oftheie ; and dipping his fingers into Kbly 
water, fprinkled me with a portion, and I 
knelt i down, in compliance with his 
ample;. ■ I'. waited with: impatience the/fig- 
nal'for nfing) which w^asi at f length givens 
and I waS: dragged to a ^cohd altai^ Where^ 
poiriltiog'^^htlus huger, the old gentleman 
affured ihe,|lthat^ahe -faidts 

wetd^pref^e#. T wlfiked'it^avoid' the fight,- 
^ but 
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Imt 4ared no( difcover my fcruples. Fortu> 
ilftf:ely, however, the ktenefs of the evening 
j^evented his obtaining the key of this pre- 
cious cabinet. We had reached the fummit 
of the mountain ; and my guide, yrhofe af- 
fe^ipn was riyetted to the feven churches, 
COjndu£kedme, in all the gravity of religious 
filence, to the village below. 
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April 15. 

JpouR days 'Only, have interyeited, fince I 
' eommumcated to you the mi^ulous vi- 
fiohs which- were brought, before: 
iiafi mmtmn ibe jef^ 

0iort inMvjih^as fuffifcd to |hpw 

me a fpci^cjle* '?^iph P?t|Soeds,- 1^5^ 
fmatipn.though^^P^^^ 


It 
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It was in the mornitig of the day fubfe- 
quent to my defeent from the holy moun- 
tain, that our equipage moved on to Padua; 
and having contraded for a private boat, 
we defcended the Brenta by the force of 
the current, to its point of jundion with the 
canals. Horfes now dragged us, with 
Dutch velocity, to Fufina, the extreme 
point of terra Jirma, The banks of the 
canals had been pleafantly variegated with 
villas, gardens, and cadnos, the fummer 
afylums of the noble Venetians ; and there 
were not wanting, among thefe, fome build- 
ings upon a fcale of magnificent architec- 
ture. All before os was now fea; and pur 
faith in maps and biftories feemed but jufl: 
fufiieient to fupport the gravity of our 
fekr-ch', in looking for an opulent, a popu- 
IduS) and 4 poweifdl city^ in 'the bofom of 
' the'vvaters,'- ' 

tis from the land, 
afi^^the eyeniUjg iiuercepted our 

view' both of FujSna and Venice, fill the 

lighte 
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ailid torches glittering from the laft 
ahhounced biir approach to the Grand Ca- 
liai... ^e eledion of a Procurator, which 
had taken place on that day, was celebrat- 
ing throughout the ctiy by various demon- 
ftratiOnS of public rejoicing ; and we were 
landed at the Albergo Reali, amidft the 
il)lendoi’s of illumination, and the explodon 
of fireworks. 

In making the tour of this extraordinary 
iclfy,! was compelled to employ a rapidity, 
which rendered a view of its minuter cu- 


ribfities impoifible. Every convenience is, 

i-, 'v' - / f'" ■ 

indeed, at hand, for travelling with dilpatch. 
CSrphdblas ply at every avenue ; ' and thefe 
^re conduced with a fwiftnefs and d^te- 
xity which wbnderfuiliy facilitate thb ebUi- 
municatibn between thb' dififeii^nt pai^S^bf 
the city. The iOace Of Mar^," as fffiflilh 
rank Vnd general 


je5ft bf my atteniibtff 

i^g[c I ’thuft call it) l^refcnt afe imagoof 



greater 
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greater brilliancy and vivacity. The church 
of St. Adark, and the palace of the Doge, 
compofe one hde of this dignified ^ea ; be> 
tween this and the other three fides, there 
is a confiderable opening, at the extremity 
of which, towards the fea, are two columns 
of granite, crowned refpe£tively with the 
image of Theodore, the antient patron pf 
the city; and a winged lion, its more recent 
emblem. Between thefe columns, criminals 
are executed on a temporary fcaffpld : this 
interval is called the “ Piazella;** and it is not 
till this is pafTed, that the piazza, or grand 
fquare, commences. * centre is formed 
by the church of Saint Germiniani, fup- 
pprted on either fide by a range of build- 
ings, which : Cohne£t . v»^h the wings. Thefe 
laft cpnfift pf P^ce?, called tlic Pro- 
cumtie : tbeyjjteavp ^pep pprticp^^ and are 
bpUyina flUc p| rcguil^j^ majeftic airchi- 

,a^- 
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throujg^out^ e^eat 

ttiefe porttcpeSk 

1 . This fquare is the gfeat readezvotis 
perA>ti8 in every condition ; and a mixed 
afiembly, of every rank and nation, make it 
their daily refort. The hour of greateft 
cdncQurfe is from Kix to feven ; at that time 
the. open area fwarms with the numbers 
which pour from the narrow avenues they 
inhabit, and the porticoes refound with the 
mixed melody of laughter and converfation. 
The caflno’s are then crouded with perfons 
of both fexes — ^for the privilege pf fex is not 
known at Venice j chairs arei arranged for 
ihbfe who wi(h. to catch the breeze, and’ the 
utmofl; eafe and freedom leems to peffl^fs' 
this people, who ate conlidered ^as prover* 
bially jealous and referyn^ > 

, The facade of ;St, v|^ 
tiges of Fopote ant^t^ty^;^£q^ hprfe?.of 
brot^ht, 
ftom 

cefeful 
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of the republic. Among the- 
treafures of the church ate ^atues by Sr. 
Luke, pillars 'from Sotbfnon’s temple, tmd a 
fragment of the rock 'Whence a Ipring of 
water gufhed at the COmm&nd of Moles* 
An a!r-of uncouth majefty reigns throughotit 
this venerable building, which is powerfully 
felt, however remote its ornaments fronr 
the purity of Grecian tafte. 


L E T T E R eXXm 
■ ■ ■ *. 
np HE churches of Venice are not, fo far 
ns l am able to' judge, entitled to any 
extraordinary encomiums. Some which 
aiti'liild itt'fhe higheft Cltimation, found a 
place in the -■lift of ; my enquiries. The 
ehtireh of San'Zddyatia^ to'^ I was firft 

ObhdUQed^ had on the fcore of 

' I%ks billed upon to 
• admire 
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adjpofire .a boafted prodqdlion of Paul Ve** 
xonele ; but my eye had previoufly fixed dn 
the whimfical reprefentation of a virgin and 
child, vtrhom an angel was entertaining with 
an air upon the violin. This fingular con- 
ceit belongs to Jean Belin in the year 1500, 
and the church has had no fcruple of receiv- 
ing it upon one of its moft conipicuous 
altars. 

, 3 an Giovanm e Paolo is one of the largeft 
churches in Venice ; the altars are covered 
With ornaments, and the walls decorated 
with fepulchral monuments. A father of 
the Dominican order, with whom I made 
' an accidental acquaintance^ was at the pains 
of eondu6:ing me oyer the convent, of which 
this church is an appendage. , The Supper 
of our Saviour with the . Levite, which 
jadorns the refe^^ thelle fathers, is fufii- 
ijently known as a very paafterly pmnting 
ffom the pchcU ,, of Paul ^^j^etonefe. , 
';:^h^ 8 ... 9 f .its. beauty 
■-.albiy;,' .defisyed and- 


are.^.|o^wcyef: ...eonlhict'’ 
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prdacKMg Mit fatts % whitK «!! tlie pro- 

dudlbns of this art ^re e?^oji4* 

St. Rbche is a church of ioihe beauty, 
adorned in its exterior by a handfonie fa- 
9ade after the manner of Palladio ; and reti- 
dered valuable within, by four bold and vigo« 
rous paintihgs from the hand of Tentoretto. 

Santa Maria della Salute is a monument 
equally of the gratitude and good tafte of 
the Venetians. It was raifed to the Ma>- 
donna, upon the deliverance of this city 
from the ravages of the plague, and is 
conftru£ted with much attention to Sym- 
metry and e3e£t. Its form is octagonal: it 
Hands upon the Grand Canal, and pfefents 
a fa9ade and portal of good and iniprelfiye 
architecture. In addition to thefe advan- 
tages, the paintings it contains are’ not h^d 
in inferior ieputei I cah add nothing to 
thdr praife, f0| the day 'w^^ not fuffibiehtly 
dear toi ■ alld#‘ ine' thcf nOeefE^ Hgbt. - ' 

■ -^‘^IPhldidteh'OfSc^ ■ 

.. \ Rome- 



«x^ieptedi ’have 1 feen fo raft a pfofa- 
oimaient add deooratioQ. It is co* 
Tired iatemairy with the tnoft choice and 
i^lendtd marbles ; every altar is a cabinet; 
curionty is, however, all that will find its 
l^atification here : for, with the exception 
of the portal, which is one of the hand- 
Ibmeft in Venice, there is little in the 
cbdrch of Scalzi to entertain the man of 


The church of the Frari, which termi- 


nated ray toiir, fliall conclude ray report 
on the cycle of churches. If it be any 
pr^fe to an edifice, that it is the largeft in 
i|8 kind, that praife belongs to the church 


ifaf, the; Frari. The architecture, is Gothic, 
and holds but a middling rank in buildings 


of riiaC^delcriptra^ My condu^or, who 
ihad / at i leaft; as n^ enthtdiafra as good 

hurried ntO^^n^ 
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dr&witfg iSde etn^^n^ Which di&xfvtn a ' 
few phials, be exciaimed with ibine degree 
bf emphafis^ *^Ecco il Sangue del bened^o 
“ Ghrifto!” .The day was clofing, ot 
guide would have detailed the articles of^ 
this precious cabinet. 1 readily acquiefi:ed ; 
in his propbfal, of deferring it for a better 
light, and retired. 

In quitting the church, I trod over the 
Jftone under which repofed the aihcs of 
Titian: but for the inftruftion of a by* 
Hander, I had neglected to notice the hal^' 
lowed fpot, for fuch I efteem the grave Of 
departed genius. I felt indignant at the; 
obfcurity in which Venetian ingratitude 
could fuffer the relics of fo great a man 
to lie. “ Admirable colorift,” laid li 
“ thou copyift of nature’s fofteft tintal 
“ (hall no mark of honour crown thy- tomb ? 
** But thou hafll a fame. Which ho hOi^r can 
" incrC^i^ which do hegledk can ditninifll.' 

of 
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■' irrCft " tKi^^fleng^earis ' tMr 

^‘‘ wi&c the artift^^^ fympathy.”'- ' ‘ * 
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>^HE palace Pifani is the only edifice of 
’ which I had curiofity or 


ittfdre to vifit. The apartments and fumi- 
ftiire had little to prefetit of beauty or tafte ; 
but I found my recompence in a fight of 
that pMiiting by Paul- Vcronefe, of which 
has beeUi and too ihuch cannot be 


^^ikidi 'The family bf Darius' at the feet of 
SjWexaiSdbr^^^i^^ patho? and 

dighi^.^^^ T^ paid/ aa/ equal 

tb; b^ and > infpM {his groupe 
;;’s^ith'lodkt'r^h?d;; . moT^sitt'stho as 
;;|t1i(ey'did'^.^;t^'.hdrb>;^b^^#^''^^':^ 



Opble proi^^on^ th<e beft .,moft 

perfect prefervaljop. , ' ■ v ;y 

It was from the Pifani palace, that I paffed ’ 
to the little iiland of San Georgio Maggiore. 
The whole of this territory is the property 
of a Benedictine fraternity, whofe convene 
and church conftitute the chief ornament of 
the ifland. “ The marriage of Cana,” a 
painting of Paul Veronefe, into which en^er 
no lefs than one hundred and twenty 
iigures, ennobles the refidence of thefe holy 
fathers. The painter appears to haVe bwn 
fo intent upon adorning the bride, whom he 
has drelTed in the full attire of the graces, 
that he paired with culpable negligence 
over that divine • gueft, from whom the 
marriage has received ah its celebiityii ^ The 
inhabitants of this convent are itiagnij|- 
cent!^ lodged' t va tetraco; and’garden afiprd 
theith^ta aocdnamt^ to which the in> 

are fhanget&; < ^e 
' IhnutieC'hFtheh table are^^^^ 

' ■' to 

\ ■ -fleeip 



If ^ 
<^ljl^,cKi%ch,-:^nd no JQtrj^tii^t PO^Id p^eT 
the Uyferior officgr, to lizard the 
his Aiperior, h^ bre^l|;^i^^ his {lutp- 


r |lp :r^uriUQ^ &pm- the ifle of Murano^ 
<K^f|^^t«;d for its nianufa<3:ory of mirrors^ 
f ^waa coodjud^d the whole length of the 
0^^ll4i Qsnalv|tnd it is not eafy to imagine 
a vivacity and magnificence. 

%|||^ptu|eiii: its lined on each 

l^l^d f^it)i,a cjofe arrapgetoent pf l^ptifes, 
psdace8,«and public buildings^ it opens* 
eveiy adyapee* a.fncceifiop of new obje^ : 
itf. fi;^aee,,is eoyered with gondolas, ; crpiTr 
ptfier and en- 
tering or ifTidng.IrpiB ;tl^ ayenoes, 


w^leh.f^ciintupieaieiwith 

.r.lh«v':eelebr^^£Fbhca':^i^.:|^ 




1 $ .t>.,.r . '■' 



r0W8 *each bf :t#«We^- 

forms tlfc beatfal ftroet bver . thra' bridge, 
i^vhofe afebbt is eafjr and 
the back 6f tbefe &bps and the balii^de 
of the bridge is, on each fide, a narrower 
paflage, and the h^heft point nf the Whble 
is crowned with a Ipecies of arch. Jud^ 
of archite^re pay no fmail tribute to 
the merits of this bridge ; and thb V^ehi- 
tians confider it as a prodigy of art and 
beauty. This is the only bridge whifeh 
erodes the Grand Cana) : comiDunicatidn 
is in every other quarter kept up by gon- 
dolas, under the authority of government : 
three fqis is the price of pafiage, as fixed by 


the fame authority, and which is Htde'ihore 
than three fartldngs Snglilh# ' 

The i^ptUariOn- of this is prodigiis 

oufl^lgreid^ #ads|s '^ef^ at more than 
tWo;j .toadred fi^fertfo 

Ufeepdiry diTpatch 

of <^dv n(^ 1^ 



If^great n^ber« and 


; various 



r\v;-v ■ yi ■'. i 

t E'^T Etc- CXEXirf. 


'1^ '^Ke ilaiB of 'the " 
fortiiflr- V ifittftl^e of 


tibe afliftahee of th| gon- 
the diviiaiM the cir- 

-of "httfinefs;^^ 

&ha^^fete \i^ich Venice fuch 


‘ le their ntirtther* aa weii as that of their 
^ndblaSy , that a Fioreotihe p6et has made 
the'^airay^ff^ 

foriioi iin Afno tanti Pefinblini, t ^ ■ 
f ^ '■;■ -f^ate'-ia "Venc# GMdeU c Cm»i.t0‘ , ■ . r. ■ 
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ctitioisi, . pf • Atdl% aniQpg the iboaU and 
inat^hcs at tlie Ijottom of the Adnatic gulph. 
Neceflity had preyipufly driven a nuinber 
of fifliernien to con(lru£b fpme hoyels upon 
one of: thefe little iflands called Rialtt^, 


Padua encourages her citizens to aflift this 
infant fettlement ; it afiumes the ihape of a 
regular colony ; takes a name from the 
Veneti; who formed the majority of its 
members ; and thus, increating in opulence 
and numbers, fucceeds at length in difmem* 
bering itfelf from the Paduan authority, and 
becoming an independent date. 

It is difficult, in traverling this lingular 
city, to credit the miracles which hiftory 
affigns to its arms and its policy. One can 
fcarcely imagine a people, immerfed in 
waters, and exifting by the mere fuffierance 
of' the oOean, forming thofe plans of battle 
and cohqued, "which their enemiea have fo 
^freqtftmdy had csaufe to deplore. The 
" the/Botahards' itrto while 

that coun- 
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fome <?«^tip^i, tp tike ^rengtli .of this 
]^(W tjipukli^^ JNone chofe to c^y their 
irms into a atyt cofindered of io foiall im- 
PQrtance, till policy on their own part, and 
contempt on that of othiirs, gave feppe for 
thofe^exertions, which enabled them to ex- 
^nd their commerce, and build their jBotas; 
and thus maintain by their ftrength, what 
bad been panted to their weaknefs. They 
^njoyt indeed, fpme local advantages, which 
they have, not negle&ed to improve, : The 
mke% by which they mark out the (hoals, 
afford an admirable fyliem pf defence: by 
theii^ r which , are extended as far as is pracr 
iieah>le into the rea,v conrioa are marked out 
for yeffels of different burden j and the re- 
>d9Tfd- upon , the apprehenlioa of 
a^llt^k^ yrould ren^^^^ 

to thn in,ynd«r8#;r 

|^;Th,e Yeivedaictt a a pepple ollgrcattpet^ 
begj|yj,.tail;,.fo|.)^?-m^ 

digw^y 



jdignity ' 'ij^li'l^-:’:' :v::|i»H(Bdiy : ’ jbatural.;' 

Thjwr dK& aflSrjts'; t&Js j>krt of 

their chkra-aer. 'ilheilik clpa&^ 
is linivetial among the mem Blacki White, 
and fcaricjf, are the e^ldrs moft gefi^^ 
worn^ of which white appears- td be- the fa^ 
roritev The Aik cloak is exchanged in the 
winter for one of clothe The women 
have no peculiarities of dreisj beyoiid the 
Zendadpo, or Aik veil, excepting at thd 
ieafons pf mdAcing ; for the fafliidn of ap>> 
pearing maiked dn every oecaAon'is-groWn 
CpnAderably out of ufe* Society is repUteil 
to be ip this city upon a very liberal foot- 
ing ; and fo abundant are the charms of 
Venetian amufement;; that many who have 
entered Italy by this route, have been in- 
duced to^AtctiAce much pf their eurioAty th 
tlm indulge of ' their pleafurPs; The 
hou^»4f amuibment uuiyerfa^^^^ 
amiitlkt lSde of gaiety feems icarcely to fet 
ihllittfm^dlght has given the Aghaf ; A’Om 
thai^^h<iWr/iher bhf^ canials ih-^ 

creates;^ 







■::||Wfo'':tl^^ ■■a'- 

:gbn4ola the carriage 

thf 3greiy;^p^^ and 

pi^r^ ifH*h»bera^ a 

filJgond^ 'Fhe gcM<^a is - jtfelf 

cpnvemfn# ][tv ^ 

»ad p^i^^tf!^. iwitb a fort, of - iron feather, 
which, ferves . at once as an ornament, a 
defence, and a regulator. Every accom-r 
^odation is prodded within for eafej and 
it afTorda^, by the. ^ e of its .motion, 

one of the pleaiimtefi vehicles in which in- 
dolence ever reppfbdi The gondoliers are 
%:<ace of meni. difiingbifhed by t mulcular 
,^|CPr‘.an^ fhim» :They ftand, in 

;thje[Qar,:, 

aca peSirngi '^he^nde^ons of d^ 
arc; p^eidatli^^^aife? 
^1, and. they , <condu%,the!^^goj[^Q|a^^ 

:||)d;l^addfefe- jrP^ 

. vernm^t; 
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4ike Ath^ > 

Valet^ de ^ 

meats of information rerpe^mgAt^ dim 
racers of ftrangersr V This featifto' howi^r 
in the Venetian gpveilinnent^*^^^^^ to 
have foftened cohfideraHy. No vifible 
ftraints exift ; and where domeftic : politka 
are not made the fubjeA Of anitnadverfioii^ 
freedom appears to fufier hO violatiooii * A > 


LETTER CXXXV:"^ 



HERE are defe^is in the poliee of Vor 
ir nicei from which fp vigilant and 


a gcweinmeht might reafi>nablf Tuppo^i^ 
mecunpt. fo common thron0i» 

ont Is fnfi^ed to vim wmn a^ 
ln^t|hoipll^-ftfectsl'-> #8$ -C v^ni^to ^an 


Which 



A , , peace 



Ir^*^ ineltur^^ vs^hich tif^ufl^ ‘witfibot a 
hav'e«ndbdin f^ -^he Scla- 

t^oMans, wlk>: trade Here ift great nutn> 
^rs* and principallj take their ftation near 


the Bro|Moi have,* I Underffand; very fre- 
^TOt' Ikirinifiitee. Though occupied in 
trade, they wear very long fcimitars ; and 
hpon a iUght ground of quarrel, divide into 
^krtiesi td the terror of the vicinity. The 
Shitflj Whole office it is to keej) the peace, 
«f§ 'too ’ iriuch awed by the length of their 
iWords, to interfere; and, nOtwithllanding 
that thefe^olitragee ate frequent and noto- 
lihhs, the govemnient will not interdict the 
;^1iKrh^e of the iworil 
• ^ ff ija fcarceiy reconcilable alfo with the 


“^ a^re^lar police^' to fee the Windows 
i0*';'ceftaltt' hjiiafttnehta tHrdWh ■ iipi'‘'an'ii''fe- 
lides of chfe 
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face 4«^y*Ught itfelfj and all the pluirma 
of mulic engaged, to give ^pngtH and fuo- 
.cefs to the fpelK- Multitudes, neverthel8% 
pafs and repafs, without paying the Ipaft 
attention to the fyren, or long* is, J 
prefume, a part of the policy in this, as ip 
arbitrary governments in general, to offer 
no violence to thofe pleafures whii^ relate 


not to meafures of Hate. This artifice ia 
founded on the beft experience ; for nothing 
can render the mind fo fit for the yoke of 
fubje£lion, as' a free indulgence pf tlie.ppf: 
fions. v. 


In leaving Venice, we hired >a gondola tp 
Fufina, and finifhed our journey to Padi^ 
by land. At about . midrdiftance hetween 


Fufina; .^nd Padua, wp .had occafio%to 
and wpre diverted by a vaft varipty of 
trappings, fpr.rwhich it vras ;dilficult at j&jdft 
tp,>,acepuntfcf ;:]l|veiyi^hQn^ 
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upon the 'wallSy addrefTed 
to the prieft, congratulating him on the 
completion of his Lent-labours. I found* 
\On enquiry, that this ceremony was a part 
of anticnt . on the firft Sunday after 

Eafter ; that it was intended as a compU- 
jpent tO theXent-preacher ; and that in the 
fyenit^ §11. .tbpte baJloons would be qpn* 
.ycrtejd int%llee(tpst au<^;poor asSd I'kh unite 
ii]^.pityingj^^ public refpeifi; to the 

;tUe%^bo had di&harged the laboriou8<du> 
this.feafqn p • ,; 5 ,. ^ 

to the fame effe^iweie^ t^^ iouad 

§n4 fpme atC: al|b iq ^cijrculatiQn 
tbut the hiilj^de of gratitude 
< be ; feen^^ at^ this; yillagpi » I 
j^yf^uld.^adly:hayesv^^ hnaieyof 

* theiicaieiolet; ypoidtcjl'^^ 

i;:i(edua. 
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Veroot^ Aprif 17» 1792. 
'pAOUA is a town of greater pretenfions 
than effe^, and owes more to its fame 
than its beauty. Antenor and St. An- 
thony divide the honours of patronage over 
diis ancient city. The firft is vouched ibv 
by a miferable farcophagus, in which the 
afltes of tbe Trojan are laid to repofe: the 
laft is cothmemorated in a church of noble 
architedure and coilly decoration. Altars 
covered with riches^ and illumined vvith 
filvet lamps, confecrate his relics, which 'afe 
yet reported to fend forth the moft gratefal 
odours. Antiquaries have long been occu- 
pied in difculling the claims of Antenor, 
but the pious Padua|i)s feem contented with 
patronage of their tutelar An-- 
Vot. it. R thony, 



- ' .!:■ EtTjT.i. ^ -^csaacvi. ■ 

ftjiiler. l^e Jipnpufs of 
^ b^0rp ;tp be funk m thQfe.^p^ 

Iftif'he beft church fat Pad^ h under the 
latrohage'j^ Santa Juftina j and it is, for 
a happy union of grandeur apd Simplicity, 
one of the moft .perfedf edifices in Italy. It 
i$f covered in by no lefs than eight cupolas; 
and its fioor cpnfifts in a pavement of If- 
trian Anne, vrbofe parts are dlfpofed with 
tbatatteution to fymmetry of plan and har- 
mony of colours, which produces a perfefb 
efie€l;. It is in the neighbourhood of this 
church that the Prato della Valle is fituated. 
This, which prefents an open and orna- 
.mented area, confticutes the chief beauty 
and boaft of Padua. A canal is formed, 
which defcnbes a confiderable oval; four 
bilges communicate Iwtween the interior 
apd exterior drpumferences ; each of which 
laft is, according, to the .original plan, to be 
f^led . up with ftatues pf /iljuftrious 
w:|^JFadua;Jhaa ^ 

""aItVd, ' 
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alted, Kvy, tliie" Padiiati>^heret6f6re ho^ 
noured onijr By a paltry monuintint iti the 
town-hall— »-i8 fufficMntly dlfcermble. The 
llatues when ^mplete will amount to 
eighty-four: but much is wanting in this 
arrangement to render it a finifhed draughts 
The imiverfity prefents a mafs of old and 
ruinous buildings. Its cabinets are valu- 
able, but its literature and profperity ‘are 

efteemed to have fallen beneath thofe of its 

* 

rival at Pavia. The town, generailly taken, 
is dull ; its commerce, like its learning, is 
now at a low ebb ; and, though fltuated 
mod advaiitageoufly at the confluence of 
the Bacchiglione and thb Brenta, it retains 
little more than the fhadow of its former 
traffic. We left it fKis morning, and^^- 
rived at Vicenza fiifficieUtly early to 
an ekcufion through its moll; material ci^o- 
fities before the letting of the fun. 

As'ViceUzk was the birth-place of Palla)^* 
did, it ia adoiiiidd with lUa^ of ar- 

chite'a’ufdj, * coi^rUlfted upon \hi8' beft dei- 
R a ligns. 
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« cart 
* 530^1^ b^tiUdlrt'^^ df la higfife^ cKaifttder. 

i^yc finds a iih^ular ^l^fure in 
“'^ttis^iftg the OlyMpit Theatre. - Whatever 


' ^hP' mrttilattd'^drfcs of ’the sincients have 
■•dcfcHhed aa parts of the (jrt'ecfan theatre, 
. att in ^ this elegant building conibined and 
'brought into a whole by the genius of a 
'"matter, its form is that of a felhi-oval ex- 
tendi j the oval extremity is mbanted 
' witli 'thirteen rows of feats for the fpec-* 
'“Wbi'S j below thefe is the parterre^ ‘^he 
' *flage prefents the interior of a Greek-city ; 
* ft ven flreets diverge -fromf the - fpedtator’s 
‘'ifye y the'eehtre bfr Wh pafles und^ an 
" areh of Hercules, which covers the Profee- 
and' is; ■ addrnedJ' iwitb - charaderiftic 


llBferttyft3ctf’‘lbe:a 
'1^1^ ddp!cdi’*;ftr it' is r^ulaif^ 
tained; though probably 
' .idid'''lE«:^''behd%:4ffSt^ 


i^l- 
ce 
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deyaut; company yvhp wcije, ;afceii^iag . a 
very pleafant hiU, in or^r.jtp per^m^their 
veipera / to the Madonna del Monte 8er- 
" rico,*V Thia pilgrimage, if of 

nearly two mil^a; and pafles for the greater 
part under Arcades, refembling in dellgn, 
but deferving no further comparifon with, 
fthofe. which condud to the St. Luke oCBo- 
lognap The Madonna who proteds this 
church, is held in high repute ; and I have 
fddom feen an altar more completely in- 
vefted with ex-votos, than that which ia con- 
fecrated by the facred image. The wpr- 
fhippers vyere fufhciently numerous, and 
fucc^ded ea.eh other with, greajt regu- 
. larity . They appeared, top intent; jup^n 
theSir fervices, to comment on jphy ctrrio({0 j 
fnCered hip to ftroll amioog their 
^thpul-t^ryationr-vvu: 

#i;y“en 2 a. ^»e j^ppa- 

pmj? ahowiCw noWesi vho haVfc more to 
’ R 3 boaft 
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■ of -.isye^Itb. 

had JeifnEe to cuhiyate 
ttj^if focMtty) repoct advftntageouily : of their 
hofpitaWe viiiuee. The, « Ga^ de*; Nobili’* 
ii the evening jendezvous of a|l who com- 
pbfe the falhioiabk^^^.d^^ aod, Jby a re- 
fiOi^eat. littte known in other countries, 
both fcxes partake of what is elfewhere ex- 
ciafively appiqpriated to one. i / j , * 
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:jp^po|f 'V^trenza to Verona we enjoyed k 

Tjhei^tar 

^^5^le<iii^j!.0!tHafidetayy adyant^i^di ‘land 
thO^heat b^di toxhcTery^ibaadyfeife^i^ 


:30i? aittte^ Ajdfdihti^alOi'Of '‘3i?^|bay ■ 



and 
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and gives, Tvfaen combined with andd 

tbe Ruins of Nifmes, ,a very tolerable but’- 
line of this article of Roman; luxury. 

The interior is for the moft put accu- 
rately preferved. Five and forty rows ©f 
feats, compofed of huge blocks of beautiful ^ 
marble, furround the Arena ; and twenty- 
two thoufand perfons might be here ac- 
commodated, upon a calculation which af* 
ligns eighteen inches to each individuaL 
At each extremity of its greater diameter-— 
for it is of an oval form— are tribunes, en- 
clofed by a balullrade* which appear to have 
been appropriated to the principal ma- 
giftrates. . It is, upon the whole, one of the 
moft noble and perfedf remains of antiquity 
that Italy can Ihow. By a piece of fin^ 
gular good fortune, it has been deenied an 
objoft of care by its Veronefe pofleflors, 
who are induftdous to defend it from dila- 
pidations. The churches in this town are 
only iipon an ; ordinary fcale j ' but the: Pa- 
lace of the. Gbuhdltuidicdds the importance > 
R 4 of 



^ in 

iF^om ,ii has 
i«r^* ,A^g^|hc|k- aj-e, owmbered 

this leWer Pliny, Vitruvius, Cornelius 

Catullus, &c. ; . ; 

?rom Verohl <9 our backs 

iipou Jftaly, and a^ppr<»ch the mountainous 
parts of the Tyrol, bn our fecond day wc 
pained the line of deinarcatiqn, and ilTued 
rtb'tn' fbat delightful country, whole nainc 
■^Hl t!Vir be aflTociated in my mind with 
ihia|;es of grandeur and beauty. It is im- 
]^^bl6 to bid adieu to Italy witliout great 
ahd' Ibhiible dthotidhs. In quitting it, I 
. leaW^behihd dhe oPthe noHrtl mbhunie^^ 


orintietii art, the' proudeft prodii^iona of 
j^pius ahd labour. I turn, my l>aclc,..pn 
^«lte»^eridied claliic owii^and 
h^' ihMde jfrbnx^ injuries of 

##Wer;-yet>rtPeht 'to,,^ 

.31 >.<aaM3 liB USS'iJr. ' 


lW^e--'tBea 


" probably 





k k ekixfiii 

probablyihbt 
(hall Havfe diftbliiRii* 

all that rifiw^aftonliiiissf 
mept behind, ■ ‘ 

In quitting the Italian terntorics, we 
paired a mduntain brigihally 
which has Been lowered' by vaft iabt^r and 
expence, fo as greatly to facilitate t|ie^^f- 
fage. The courfe of the Mice marked pii^ 

our track the whole diftance to Brixen, and! 
from Verona to Trent the country wore a 
. charming afpedl:. Numerous yiljages wrerc 
fcattered at proper intervals alohg th^ 
groupe of mountains j. and the eye was de** 
lighted by. Icenes which bore, nn eyery- 
hand, the marks of fuccefsful labour. , Ja. 

; tbe^mpuptamR^ 

appear i fuid vw? 

this route has aforded J^igh and cuU 

‘ to JiiclofA. tho^ 

town, belide which the Adice rolled a ftrong 

and 
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. torrent.1 The. landlord was 

; te : divert me from thefe pidlu- 
r^fque .obje.($s to the hiftory of that cham- 
ber from which I was taking my view. 
The fum of this hiftoiy was, that within its 
walls, the, late emperor Leopold had flept 
•— ind^d it be true that emperors Seep;— 
ihat .his imperial majeftyfs illuftrious pre- 
deceflor Jofeph had alfo there been lodged; 
and, in j^ort, that it had been dignified, at 
djijferent periods, by the prefence of almoft 
the whole houfe of Aufiria. 


^ ^ ^ brought us to Brixen. The 

face of the country, which had continued to 
ii^prpve, prefented, in the journey of this 
day, ,a fuccelfion of beautiful and roinantic 


varieties. , The valley appeared to imprefs 
iis op every hand, and the mountains were 
cidtivat^ and in^bited to the very fum- 
itiaifs.'- Every httle chafm was filled up with 
a'bouf^ a chtheh,' The G>m- 
teffe de Protence, ,and a numerous fmte of 
Epai^^^s^ had anneipated us at Brrxen, 
II and 
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and we fome^ difficulty in finding ao 

commodations unoccupied by tht^ baud of 
noble fugitives. In leaving Brixeoi we 
gradually pafied from a rich and cultivated, 
to a coarie and barren part . of the valleys ^ 
and at Sterfingham, where' we repofed for ' 
the night, we found ourfelves fituated in 
the midft of mountains whofe fuUimtts 
were enveloped in fnow. The heat of tfie 
fun, which had been, and continued to be, 
exceffive, appeared to have produced ho 
other effedt than thatof poIiOiing thMt fuir^ 
face, and giving them the charader of 
glaciers.' Wc left Sterfingham fufficiently 
early, and having paflfed the Breinar, a 
mountain of no ordinary declivity, arrived, 
after a journey of half a dozen hours, at 
InfprucK. " 

1 have been inuch entertained, during 
our progreis through the Tyrol, by the 
habits and coftunie of the inhabitants. .The 
Sunday or holiday head>drefs of the women 
is of blsiek gauze, and the £»riet ftbcking is 

univerlal. 
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vniyerfal* The men are in general of .^ 
good height, and of a robuft and manly form. 
The broad green ihoulder>ftraps, which pafs 
over i^hehfiiifaiftcoat, conned -with a belt of 
the faipe : colour j and their green hats of 
ftraw, tied with a band of ribbon, give 
'^ehi an air 6f rural fimplicity, which recals 
"'l^e manners of antieht timb. Thefe peo- 
.pl <5 Sfpjpear^ '^ moft part, profperous 

' 'liliH ii^dhtented. They are afiable and cour- 
Hfoui^lhSihcir manners : though funk in 
lk>foUi ' of mountains, aiid confined to 
'^'i)ie|r dbmcil^c circles^ they feiih" to enjoy 
idbibiTge of civilistiSd life^and are 
’^jplobiibl]^ ignorant only of that refinement 
filteil plbfure’in^^ and renders 
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' 9. 

Aoglbourgt April 30 «J 793 * 

A VISIT to the Theatre qa my swriyal 
at Infpruck, convinced ,me^^ thqu^h 
little acquainted vjrith the language, |^at 
German tragedy does not want, charal^er. 
The founds were indeed barl>arou%. 
conveyed, no intelligence to my 
there feetned a harnaony between, tljie words 
and the feelings, and the naea(ore8 
mournful mufe. appeared impaffip^d; apd 
expreflive, Infpruck, dilappoinj^d 
pe^ations. It makes a good, hgure 
avenues by which it is approached, but has 
no pretenfions, when examined, to beauty, 
vivacity, or extent. The population iS' 
fixed at twenty thoufand ; but if any judg- 
ment might be forined from' general ap- 
pearances, this calculation furpafles the faA. 

The 
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The ftreets pirefcnt but 'a dull exterior ; and 
as the town is principally inhabited by no- 
blesV no a£tivity is communicated by the 
!Q)irit and bullle of trade. The river In 
rolls rapidly here on its way to the Danube; 
and it is from the bridge which crolTes this 
river— in German i?r«eif-r-that the town 
ideiives its name. The mountain began to 
Idwer as we receded from Infpruck} and 
haring "conquered the difficulties between 
this tbWn and Murnau, We entered upon a 
niore equab country, and moved along a 
snore level road to Augfbourg. The coftume 
of the women has varied with the change 
of cbUi^ry, and black gauze head-drefies 
ate Succeeded by cajps of gold or filver tiffue. 
Thefe ornaments of the head are, 1 am told, 
riot promifcuotilly worn— the iilyer being 
al^ropfiated to the virgin^ and the gold to 
the married fair. 

In looking hack Upon' the Tyrbh from 
ti^hich we have fo lately emerge^ I cannot 
bUt h^ard it as a route full of intereft and 

beauty. 
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beauty. Every imaginable variety occurs 
in that finuous valley through which it is 
traverfed ; and its mountains prefent all the 
poffible diverfities of figure, complexion, 
and culture. In addition to this, the track 
itfelf is no where perilous, and for the mdft 
part even commodious. The road is con- 
dufted with much labour and art ; and 
though tolls of a confiderable amount ace 
exa£led, yet the convenience enjoyed am- 
ply gratifies the demand. Accommodations 
are abundant, and all the reafonable wants 
of a traveller find a ready and competent 
fupply. Villages, towns, and inns, are 
numerous; the higheft population prevails, 
and every fymptom appear8,pf eafe, abund- 
ance, and content. Subjedls occur at every 
turn in which every tafie and pafiion may 
fii^d delight ; and equal matter is furnifiied 
throughout the whole of this route, .to oc- 
cupy and intereft the poet, the painter, and 
the philofopher* 

. .-.I have, 




. havl^ ^fn arrefled continually ia my 
^jb^rcryations upon the country, by vaft ob- 
je^s of iTuperilttioua worihip, erected upon 
the high road. This cuftom, common to 
all Catholic countries, is no where conform* 
ed to on fo large a fcale as in the whole 
extent of the.Tyrol. Independent of what 
ckxurs on the open road, every little village 
has,, at its entrance, a complete groupe of 
the Crucifixion, into which enter all whom 


the hiftories relate as prefent at that event. 
Thefe being executed in lmitatioi| of nature, 
prefent a very ghaftly fpe^acle. The Ma- 
dohna is the bbje<A of particular devotion in 
It^y, but here the' Saviour has . very pro- 
perly obtained the upper rank. Roads are 
however Very liftle benehted by fuch mo- 
nthhenfs. ' Ih Proteftant countries their 
plaices are very wifely/uppUed by polls of 
dire^ion and diftan^c. ^ * 

At !Land|bergi^'^ this 

day conate,.t was delighted with the p^eafing 
4K^^haraC^eriftic%hJe£ls of ft, churfh-y^rd, 
: ' into 



into whic%f I had by accident ftrollc^; The 
tombs were numerons, and ihterfperfed 
with a fort' of wild verdure in many parts, 
which rendered them piilurefijue. A iSionfe 
covered the ground in, which thefe rude 
forefathera of the hamlet llept. Thefe' 
ftones were crowned by a crofs of itbn, 
worked with various art, and more or lefe 
decorated, according to the tafte or tlie 
means of the parties who erected it. To 
this crofs tvas appended, by Catholic ufage, 
a veflel formed of the fame metal, which 
the friends of the deceafed take care to fup- 
ply with holy water. In this veflel is a 
fprinkler for the convenience of thpfe who 
wifli to beftow a requiem upon the tomb. 
The place of this lali is fupplied in tlie . 
poorer orders , by a Ample fprig of ever- 
green. Eycry time that the furviving ref- 
lations tread the church-yard path, they 
ftep afide from the worn track to ^finkle 
with foihe pious 'drops the grave of a father, 
a huflbfand, or a brother.' 

VOL, II. $ 


Nor 
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'ix; Noriai^e thefe good offices confined to the 
kindred of the deceafed. Generofity and 
afiedion equally demand this fervice ; and 
tnariy repair to acknowledge, by this laft 
office, the benefa<flor and the friend. Even 
the ftranger, who glances bis eye cfver the 
tablet, rarely refufes this fimple tribute. 
This rite is clofely allied to poetic enthu- 
iiafm, and, barbarous as its origin may have 
been, it breathes the Ipirit of refinement 
and feeling. As I trod among thefe ve- 
nerable. monuments>^for fuch I deem the 
repoiltories of the dead — I feemcd to be 
botind ,by the fame facred necelfity. All 
feemed to check iny hafte, and demand the 
pious fprinkle; -Each appeared to addrefs 
me in the language . of Archyt^ : . 

V ;Q;uanquam f<(ftina^;(non eft mora longa).’’ 

Or to breathe the mbre eieganit prayer of the 
firft of poets'-: ■" 'i,:; ‘ • ■ 

/ ** So xnay foiac gentle in^e> 

“ With lucky words favour my deftin’d : • 

** And as flie pafles turn, 

** And hid fair peace be to tnj fable ihrowd^’* 

The 
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The fignal for departure from this village 
hurried me away from thefe filent Icenes, 
where recolle^ion will frequently foothe 
and gratify my mind in moments of folitary 
refiedion. 


LETTER CXXXIX. 

Con fiances May 

A ugsbourg is a town of no particular 
magnitude or beauty; It enjoys but 
few advantages of fituation or afped, the 
circumjacent country being flat, open, and 
cheerlefs. The folemnities of a faint-day 
had clofed the (hops, and the population 
Was only, to, be read in the churches and 
promenades. The Proteftants Ihare with 
the Catholics the liberties and immunities 
of this; town : by a convention entered into 
hy both parties, equal privileges are granted 
s a • to 
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toreachv. and the public offices are divided 
between them. 

The gold and filver head-drefS) of which 
1 h&ve already fpoken, here obtained almoil 
univerfally } and it was a fubjeffc of amufing 
obiervation, to fee the crowds aflembled at 
the churches^ bowing their golden heads 
before the altars. Thefe flaunty caps arc 
an article of no mean expence; in fome 
their value is faid to exceed ten louis^d’ors. 
They are however of fo durable a texture,, 
that, like articles of famUly plate, they fre- 
quentjly, pafs thr9ugh. two or three gene- 
rations./ AU tongues are bufy in announ- 
cing thf; d^laratitm ^of war on the part of 
France,; againft the King of Bohemia. The 
decre^ of the, Aflembly, to, t]W;a efief^ is faid 
t0 haye }been ratified by ,Lon|s, , an,d hoftile 
,operatiooav ar0 on the . eye of , commence- 
ment. TJh^djB ju^ed ^ politicians of 
this place r.to be an event of fo great mo- 
^ment, that , all , the lefier mpideots ar# fwal* 
Jow^. t»P; Ml, y<Wex j,.anC nothing Cnr- 
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ther is to be beard of the aflallination of 
Guftavus, or the fufpicious exit of Leopold. 

The country difcovered a gradual im- 
provement in proportion as we paiTed from 
Augfoourg to the confines of Switzerland. 
Mindenheim, Memmingen, and Wangen, 
were the places at which we refted the 
three nights which intervened between our 
departure from Augfbourg and our arrival 
at Lindau. Plantations of hops and deli- 
cious pailure grounds accompanied us to 
this latter flage; but what was added to the 
beauty of the country, was taken from the 
excellence of the roads. A long wooden 
bridge conducted us frona the extreme 
boundary of the land to the town of Lin- 
dau, which ei^oys a fltuation perfeAly in- 
fular, and prkents, wheri viewed from dif- 
ferent points, an object truly pidturefque 
and fingolar. ' The- ’Water, by which it is 
furropnded, fOrms’ part of the Lake of 
Conftanccj ' a lake of very fpacious extent, 
larger^’ ^et-lefs beautiful than the Lake of 
s 3 Geneva* 
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Ggneya. It is here known by the name of 
Boden See y a name derived from its prodi- 
gious and unufual depth— Boden fignifying 
depth in the German, which is here the 
vernacular tongue. 

By a very delightful, though circuitous 
track, we coafled along the lake to Con> 
fiance ; and found inceflant occupation for 
many leagues, in contemplating and com- 
paring ths very rich and varied feenery 
through which, we were conduced. The 
road pafied alternately upon the borders of 
the iLakej and among the devious windings 
of the vaUies; and I found difficulty in 
perfuading tnyfelf, that what 1 had hitherto 
admired in tbo tnajefiic Inequalities of the 
Tyrol',; not reelipfed byi the bold and 
changefiil^: landfbapea of thia romantic coun- 
try; At the difiant^^ fimriO five leagues 
from Lind^mwe e^fijed the Rhine in a 
ferry-boat. This river, though io near ks 
ihurcc^ is of confiderable width, and de> 

frendt( ‘ wkh great fotce towards* j unl^^on 

with, 
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with, or rather its entrance into, the Lake. 
It is foihewhat extraordinary, that two of 
the nobleft rivers in Europe, the Rhine and 
the Rhone, (hould feverally form, within 
the Swifs territory, two lakes of a magni- 
tude and beauty which have no parallel. 

The Rhine, as it paflfes into the Lake, 
marks out the line of boundaries for the 
German and Swifs territories. A very charm- 
ing village, by the name of Rolbach, gave us 
the firfl hofpitalities after our entrance upon 
Switzerland ; and we were amuied, during 
our flay, by various iceaes of ruftie ftmpli- 
city and village innocence. A route of a 
few hours brought us toGonftance, enlivened 
only by the influx of French Emigrants, and 
a Polifh fuite. The retiitd and peaceful 
ftate of this to wft has attra£iad many of the 
Emigrant families } and various houles have 
been purchafed for the aceommodatkm of 
thole who can difpenie with* the gaiedes of 
poliftied life, and fubmit to the petty' feve^ 
rides ' of Swift ' difeipline. What the iron 
s 4 feourge 
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adverfity dfed, it is not 
eafy tb: calculate ; but fo much 1 will affirm^ 
r^hat if it teach the volatile Tons of France 
to enjoy domeftic life, and peaceably to fur- 
render the “ Bagatelle,” I fhall then know 
nothing whicbr it can Mt efie^t. 


E'R -XXL. ■ 

;,5 ;v.i^ , J2urfch>- Mayji, 1792. 

'QyMPATHY'W doubtlefs the moft arbitrary 
- ; ! psdiion ; in 1 hatiian nat urCi Taught by 
iny theory to hold; in abhorrence that cruel 
&perftittpn .whichrairumes to itfdf the dif- 
lin^iiQO ofvfbn.’t^tholic. faith; T daily 
compeUe4!ft».t^r^o;my^fom fome of 
itt haoft fup|tQf^,4and exercife 

tbo moft chaiil^e i^t.^mvards its monks, 

. its. pri^ftsv and its" coide^R>r8<--<^Mi8fortanc 
liiitnp. g;inlt. The '^^goxous t ipAreeaudons 
adopting in various parts of Switzer* 

land, 



L E T T E R CXL. x6f 

land, have driven numbers of thefe unfor- 
tunate exiles to Conftance. The difiereat 
ftates of Italy have refufed their hofpitaUties, 
and it is difficult to fee where thefe titled 
fugitives will end their miferable pilgrim- 
age. “ Quel malheur,” — faid an old Prieft, 
who fat next me at table,-— d’etre oblige 
de voyager le monde pour trouver un peu 
do repos.” A meagre Marquis, who had 
left every thing behind him but his politelTe, 
recounted to me in the evening the enter- 
tainment which the Table d’Hote had re- 
ceived in ray abfence, by the arrival of a 
Polonefe princefs. “ Madame, (faid he) 
“ parloit de la Liherte ; et nous primes le 
“ parti contraire pour mieux jouir de Jon 
“ c/pritf'^axi expreflion ^hich' could only 
have fallen from the Ups a Frenchman. 

The Polonefe Friittefs df-whom the Mar- 
quis fpoke, is purfuing, asTunderlland, the 
fame route with ourfelves j and tjierefore 
it is not? improbable but time and fubfe- 
qiient events may unravel her biftory and 

charaSer, 
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cS^ra^^er. At prefent it appears that ihe is 
a woman of great beauty, ' is travelling 
from Warfaw to the Pays de Vaud, and 
:^>ounding in vivacity and political know- 
ledge. It w' as in her laft charader that flie 
principally figured at Conftance. The 
Bifhop of Langres, and other Emigrants of 
difiin<£lion, were the fubje£ls of her attack { 
and the pufillanitnous flight of the Nobles 
at the commencement of the revolution, 
was by her pourtrayed in all thofe ridi- 
culous colours which fuch an event might 
be fuppofed to receive from fuch talents. 
But with the Marquis, relpeft for the Sexe 
annihilated the ienle of refentment, and 
the of his ahtagonifi was no lefs the 

theme of his mlmiratibn and his praife, for 
iporting at once with his mi^of tunes and 
"his^dilgrace..^ 

, Enough is fcho'wn of Conftance, when lit- 
tle is faid. An mr of dulnefs hangs over 
it, t^haradteriftic of' the Swifs towns. Its 
population does not feem to bear a reafon- 
II able 
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able proportion to its extent ; and this pro- 
portion will not be eventually increafed by 
the addition of thofe fugitives whom the 
laws of their community condemn to per- 
petual celibacy. At the poftit from which 
the Rhine iffues, a wooden bridge com- 
municates between the refpeftive banks, and 
gives the eye an opportunity of pervading 
the whole extent of the town, as it lines 
the bank of the ,Lake. Viewed indeed un- 
der thefe circumftances, the town prefents, 
in union with the contiguous feenery, a 
pidure of no mean beauty. The Lake it- 
felf, meafuring a length of feventeen, and a 
width (in its wideft part) of fix leagues, 
would fill aiiiyilandfcape with fublimity. 
Add to this, the clear and rapid Rhine, 
burfting froth its extremity, and the floping 
mountains running as it were into its 
waters. Thefe are the ornaments of Con- 
ftance ; and thefe might give it as import- 
ant a mnh in the fchools of painting, as 

its 
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its /ynods and councils have done in the 
fchool of theology. 

By a circuitouss and pi£turelque track wc 
paOed from* Goji fiance to SchafFhoufe. A 
trefpafs committed on the way by a part of 
our equipage, produced a demand from 
fome furly peafants, which not being 
iiqniediately, or indeed at all complied 
with, half the , boors of the country were 
afrembled to fupport the demand of the 
claimants. As blows had preceded words, 
the affair was foon put to iflue : and the 
(words which had dangled befide the velvet 
fuhs^ to compliance with Italian etiquette; 
■were now, for the firft time, drawn from 
their peacrful fcabbards. A worthy veteran, 
whbn^ the , uproar ha^ brought out, inter- 
poied with His hecellary authority, ahd by' 
his good offices we were trelx^ed from‘ the 
unequal’- ehcouhteA' " 
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A LITTLE difcuflion of French politics 
with fome cheerful ftrangefs at the 
Table d’Hote, foon reftored the equilihriuni 
of the paflions, fomewhat difquieted by our 
adventure upon the road. The Fall of the 
Rhine was the grand lure to SchafThbufe ; 
and therefore the earlieft light of the morii- 
ing w'as embraced, to view, under the mbft 
advantageous circumdances, and with the 
greateft leifure, this glorious phenomenon. 
A fliort ride from rthe town brtftight us to 
that point at which the Rhine is firft feen 
rattling amongft thofe broken rocks which 
didurb the uniformity of its parage, and 
communicate turbulence and impetuofity to 
its current. Difraounting at the level from 
which it falls, we pafled, after a momentary 

glance 
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glance at the brink of its defcent, to the op- 
pofite point, from which the whole cafcade 

feen in all its majefty and effect. Na- 
ture has, it mud be admitted, fcoopcd out 
the rocks in a manner admirably calculated 
to aflift the impreffion, by diftributing the 
ilream, as it falls, into three branches. The 
height of defcent is efteemed to be eighty 
feet. 

Various pofitions are reforted to by the 
guidjes, to edablifh the admiration of the 
traveller, by all the diver lities of afpedt 
which this cafcade prefents. Not the lead 
tle^ightful is that which fixes the fpeidator 
beneath the Chateau of Lauden, and en> 
clofes him in the foam of the reverberated 
waters, feut the point mod favourable to 
general contemplation, is the bank which 
faces the whole defcent. Here it is that the 
eye embraces a mighty.river^ wKofe dream 
has the forced oppofing rock, two maffes 
of-’brhich have alone withdood its fury, and 
now. divide its waters. 1 imagined, as I 

contem- 
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contemplated this auguft fcene, the procefs 
by which the phenomenon is effeded. The 
rocks appeared for a moment united, and 
the flinty barrier feemed yet folid. I paint- 
ed to myfelf the action of the ftream, the 
refiftance of the craggy phalanx, and the 
gradual triumphs of the more powerful 
waters. I faw nature prefiding over the 
combat, and turning in her own favour the 
fortune of the day. 

In addition to the bolder traits, this caf- 
cade abounds in minuter beauties, which 
might be particularized in its favour. The 
pyramids of rock by which it is divided, 
are pierced into hollow's, and lhaped into 
forms of uncouth and irregular beauty- 
The Chateau of Lauffen overhanging its 
fall, is an additional ornament to the fcene ; 
and when the bulk and force of its waters 
are considered in conjun£lion with thele 
dependent circumllances, height is the only 
defeA which criticifm can difeover. Did it 
fall through a fpace equal to that which 

the 
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the Velino defcribes at Terni, it might then 
claim an attribute — perhaps in no cafe 
wholly -deferved— that of perfection. 

The bridge of wood, which is among 
the varieties of SchafFhoufe, is a fubjeCk 
equally of aftonilhment and regret — of 
aftonifhment, that a bridge of fuch extent 
{hould have been conftruCted upon only 
tv^o arches ; of regret, that it ftiould have 
been conftruCted upon more than one. This 
laft arifes from the tradition, fufficiently 
authenticated, that the builder’s original 
plan and private wiflr were to throw one 
arch of wood acrofs the Rhine. This was 
ov^r-jfiuled by the prudence of the citizens, 
who wpre fufficiently phlegmatic to prefer, 
fafety Xq / peculation. 

Qnr journey from Schafflioufk. to this 
place, though not amounting to more than 
nine^ leagues pf ground, was utiatroidably 
divided into two Rations ; and the village 
9f. )^]|£glifau terminated the labours of the 
firii day. Mifcbief and induRry combined 

could 


m 
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could not have rendered the track more ’ 
completely inconvenient, than heavy rains 
and a loofe foil had already done. It was 
fome recompence to find, that the fcenes in 
which we were compelled to reft, had many 
beauties to fhow. Our landlord was a man 
of information beyond his calling and his 
fituation, which was a perfe^ folitude. He 
placed me in a pleafant attic, and pointed 
to my indiftin£k optics a thoufand charming ’ 
objedls in the landfcape before us. When 
the fun had done his laft offices, my Iand> 
lord diverted me with a feries of anecdotes^ 
refpedling the cynofure of Switzerland, 
Lavater. The portrait of this extraordinary 
man formed the central ornament of his' 
mantle* piece ; and he- feemed as proud of 
having lodged him within his humble ca« 
baret, as the ignorant Tyrolian, who 'had 
done, the fatne honors to the whole hOufe of 


voi. II* 
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Geneva. 

•^n^HEN the mind has determined upon 
an object as eflential to its fatisfaif^iionj 
,it is not readily prevailed upon to conde* 
feend to leiTtir gratifications. Lavater and 
Zurich had been fo long aflTociated in my 
mind, that the report of his abfi:nce in- 
verted the vrholc fyftem of my pleafures j 
.^nd rendered me difpofed to quarrel with 
. o|}jed|,pf fufficient, thotigh fubordinate, in- 
I tereft. If fituation c^n confer beauty, and 
^ ^nquilUty he adopted as a fiibftitute for 
Wpin^ls, Zurich wants no charm for the 
ifya, or |he, heart. Placed at the extremity 
a tr^i^arent ^ke, v^hpfe hapks are liue<f^ 
^tp.the ve^^ Wip]^ of the wager yrigh the 
^^piceft cultur^ X a thoufiind 

h^auties of local pofitipn^ The interior of 

,'-thc 
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the town is neat, without any extraordi- 
nary ihare of regularity ; and its prome- 
nades and terraces, though fufBciently re- 
moved from finiihed talie, have yet a deli- 
cious variety of profpe^ and ihade* 

The countenances of the fair fex are much 
below the character of their underftandihgs ; 
and, if I may judge from a ihort and im- 
perfect experience, they borrow cbniider- 
ably lefs from the charms of perfon^ than 
the graces of the mind. The government 
of Zurich has the property of ftriCtnefs and 
vigor, common to the Swifs goyernmenta 
in general. Regularity is doUbtlefs eom- 
mendable in a date, and a well-ordered po- 
lice is indifj^utably the bed feature in civil 
adminidratibns. But the exceUeace of the 
end will fcarceiy jiidify the fcverity 6f the 
meane. The la#s of Zurich are rigid add 
■ Inquifitorisd i'^hey hang a fbd ovdf ithe vA» 
dhdd lto^ the thoft oirdinafjr levi- 

A dog^^^^^^^ nor a com- 

pany i^hce, within the walls of the city. 

' T a Tranquil- 
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Traitiquillity and order are poffiWy pro- 
dtteed by thefe municipal precautions; but 
they ire littlenefle^, which debafe the dig- 
nit^y oif the mind, and annihilate the fenfe 
of ireedOm. ' 

; The public fentiment is greatly agitated 
wilbih this town by the political commo- 
tions of Europe, and conliderable anxiety 
is felt and expreifed upon the iflue of that 
qiielltohV 'irhich Is to decide the fafety, per- 
haps ^the fate, of Switzerland. Neutrality 
is indiiputably the line of choice, for which 
three-fourths of the country would deter- 
mine^" '^The ariftoCT^ is too prudent to 
wifh a rupture, and the democracy too fec- 
hle td'feek^ aliiapce with their revolutionary 
meighbours; and ’a* neutral charaAer is 
d^hhcla thi^t], by which tbey are ih^ likely 
to maifitam^at once tl^r commercial inte- 
rtils/ and their cryil independence. The 
public tables' refoutided iVith political do* 
■bitie ; in this, however^ f he priidcnt n^ 
:to<^ l^t litde (hare. Emigrants of various 

chara^er 
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chara^ier were daily^ enterings and, aware 
of the limited term by which their refidence 
is confined, feemed defirpua of, t;aking re* 
venge in the freedom of their difcuffioiis,. 
Berne and Laufanne were crouded with the 
fame fort of travellers ; and it, was not 
among the leaft amufmg incidents which 
prefented in thofe feveral places, to fee, the 
public tables furrounded with a mixed for 
cicty of princes and roturiers, ariftocrats and 
jacobins, cavaliers, end fans culottes-^men in 
fhort,wh 9 fe politics were as oppofite as their 
conditions, and who had no principle of 
union bnt that which arofe from an equality 
of fuffering. 

The jealQufi« pf this little republic ap^ 
pear to haye received a confiderable iqcreafe 
by the ,'||ite eYents,. and the extreme precau- 
tion, bpth civil apd nulit^^ whicH is daily 
obferved, . feeros to indicate fyd* 

toms of alarm and. difunion. ! Its to 

$ayoy: op |He one hand,^ and o® 1^**® 

other, l^tween which fomc underAandihi; 

' T 3 " 'Appears 
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to fubfift, is i fufiident ground of 
ii{>^tfhe0.(ion ; and it feeras to require the 
‘WBote pblicy snd firmnefs of the governing 
eduodl, to titaintim' its good iaith with 
Stvitzerland, aod its own independence, 


Sj^nft ftich a ihuliitude of dangers and faf> 
^utettidhs. . Already its a<^ive commerce has 
]« 9 l$i^a^^eek« and that cheerful vivacity 
lyhich oo^ $lled its Breets, isnow no more. 

but; tbe grand obje^is of na- 


tUrj^P S'Ke its tranfpa- 

,nq^ the §den;^c its duiky grandeur. 
■^ 0 .. i^akti yet j^tfejito; a^^ fhrface, 

the ftiowy bo- 
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' LatilkKne. 

JT is not eafy for imaj^natlon to fe!^ a 
villa of more pi^urefqiii^ eitcHantme'nt, 
than that from which I now ivntei‘ ’IFis 
iituated at the ele^vation' of a 1el^|ae^ab^e 
the waters of the Lake; i^hd ^lah^ amdh^ 
thpfe charming inequjilittes Wfiic^ abound 
in ruftic heauty, and give a never ^ending 
variety to the furrouhding ' {cene& ' "The 
pleafure arihhg frdm this refidence, is bhly 
embUtpred by the re^Uedibh Of thdfe who 
once occupied tt» and thW^trhii 


^nces which have^damra'frbhifo'd 

a retreat its ancient 

tical fadipns which tome tihto rent 

afunder the inhabitants of the Fays de^^ V^ 
compelled to jemigradpo foitM of 

T 4 '' ' ' "the 
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the firft diftin&ion. Amongft this number 
colonel dc P ■■■ ; and in him the 
country haa /uftained a lofs nor eafily re- 
paired. He was a man of frank and liberal 
manners,; his knowledge - w correct and 
general, and his mind ^^s expanded by a 
long and adtiye intercoorCe with public life. 
Umted » wpntan, whofe beauty, though 
pretethinent, was yet her loweft praife, he 
was not^r eonfuming the evening of life in 
rural piUrfuitS'r'exerciling his tafte in the cul- 
tivation of his grounds, and his virtue in 
domeftic hofpitality. From this retirement 
and thefe purfuitai the cnrfe of party zeal 
has tiriyen him : and the villa, which he 
raijfed foi: . his ; pleafure, is now abandoned 
to the pui^ofes of.hirc. r , 

K^its of change, if they accomplidi not 
their < end,, ufu^ly terminate in an, tncreafe 
of the c"^. ?Such has been the > fa£fc in re- 
fpe^ .tp. ^aufajp^..! J^e^ipOy^l of ahuf^ 

the late comhi- 

nations. 
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nations. The defeat of thefe has led to new 
precautions, in which the comfoTt of the 
individual is furrendered to the lafety of the 
{late; and the reiiraint which before was 
vilionary, is now become real. "A law’ has 
been enacted, which bihda the traveller to a 
requeil of permilSon, when his intentiooB 
^are made up to a fummer relidence. This 
fgives to the bailiff, who is the fupremc 
ivernor, a power of oppofing the contifm-^ 
ance of obnoxious charadlers amohgft his 
immaculate fubje^s ; and of keeping the 
foil of Switzerland, free ffom the induC* 
trious expenments of theif Oallic neigh^ 
hours. A Ruflian pridcefs, who occupies 
an extenfive villa contiguous to our owh^ 
has lately received intimation of the Baron’s 
difpleafure ; and aS the decree of exile Is 
laconic, fhe is left to cohjefkufe, thair her 
Paris conned:ion8 have cbhftituted her criine. 
The line of ^licy which adopted 

throughout :$he Is de- 

puted to halve bi^fecd-ffi nf ita ieve- 

rity. 
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the Hif, 

6f ihe l^onp^n How &r this 

ld!% or not, I; pretend 
to am dirpofed to decide, 

whether 4t!;|na]r^ho ejptee.ipod a reproach or 
9 paoegyrice^ijpoa So much 

certain, the floods of ven- 
;geanjce^hiite;been .k^^ loolfe wUh little regard 

of exculpation ; 
humbled by 

'Icai-fc cs};e|e9,ojf,ibfolHte pl^ 

.llf ATerf^ j^^aipts y political 

ierl|w^ift<)p«esgr!^^ 

of ,li- 

i^rai^ apd enli^^^ converflition b^ re- 

dPly be healed 

by^idbe 4efl^ and fuipicipn. 

one 

co^ conje^Vire^^orifiderably 

e^n- 
^any 

Thefe 
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Thefe.evils, it muft be are Utd^ 

felt by the mafs^of the inhabitants. Inured 
to habits of toi!^ and accoftonied to the &• 
dufion of an a^icultural life, thty rarely 
intermeddle mth the regulations <^ 'ftiite. 
Political debate is confined to the enthfU 
fiafm of a narrow circle^ The reftiddtions 
of government aSed: alone the' evening^ dU^ 
cii/nons of the cbiFee^hottfe, and the pit^ 
menade ; ' Whilft the ' hulbandman- add the 
farmer cah dilcover ho chan^ in: t^^^ 
tures of the'^^erhmeht/i^ ho di** 

minution hf their hahitti^ }ibeity‘-^h ‘pre- 
cautions which difturb hot' the progrcTs of 
their lalkjursf . hr • the-’ w thtir 

' gain^ ' . 



* Jii, i- \f .. -4 ii - • V. ■* *■■ *.> * ^ :■ ‘ Jl"' . 


Rients* ttis ih ithe^ 


tha& 
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hatiire ' IKbws her par tictilar features } 
^d the grauine charader is then beft af> 
•cettaihetHi when there ia the leaft tempt- 
ation to caution and diiguiie. It is on this 
principle, that ‘I am atHtiott^, in the vari- 
ations olF thy tmui're, oceailotiaUy to aiTodate 
with tKe' dilfd^ent aflemblies which unite in 
thO |)tOfefled perfult of pleafure of diverfion. 

SWitzOrfatfd' has probably lefs to fliow in 
the lirft of i5nj|lnal entertainmeht, than any 
couhtiry in Europe, Iloliand albhe excepted. 
PoffelTed of little Br no" Obnilitutibhal ardor, 
the laboribbs ^tives feem content to lead a 
life ol’' |fltieht 'inBuftry and domeftic regu- 
larity^ NjvilHbut bhy ’ideiiS Of 'indul|;ence be- 
yohid thdff ^ Eallk ‘and t^e- V I 

have penetrated but little into the idtt^ior 
of the cpuhtry j I pretend ?t0 ■ ^ of 

y. the'-gdiet^tafle."'.-:. om^wh^hb^iverha^ 

- latitude 
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latitude of iuterpretadon, eontmon to th<5 
inhabitants of the Cpntin^t, Sunday is 
eileetned the day of relaxatioti r aqd, f^{li> 
vity ; and it is on this day that, the Swifs 
unbends, and lofes the ordinary feverity,of 
his humour, in the moft gay and feftiye di~ 
vcrfion. The effcifts of the bottle are uiii- 
verfally feen upon the ftraggUng pcafants, 
who are encountered in every quarter of the 
vicinity of Laufanne, perfuiiig their eccen- 
tric courfes towards their refpe^^ve abodes.. 
All the iheds and hov:^s arc,, on the fame 
e%'ening, occupied for the purpofes of the 
valz ; and it is difficult to find, a retreat, 
which is not difturbed by theidffihnaii^e of 
a wretched fiddIer,;and; the <:latterihg of ruf- 
tic fect. -‘M- 

The ; amiiTements .of the hi^bjer claf? are 
very much>.uponva.;leyfl vviffi , the. general 
diverfions of poUflied . foci^ies j,, and,, the. 
great; intercdurfe^whicb fabfti^s- hptween the 
i<au&ftnoi6:;(nd iheir^n.ejghl^nrs the Ewofch, 
has: introdiiced atnopgft^^be. .former ajl 

‘ iitticf 
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ibcial recreation fo fa-^ 
latter. . The fbcicties are 
inoftly nfdeaij and the diverfions which 
RniicipaU^r are ex- 

iidlu4ed»> oonCft in ingenious evolutions of 
'ihtjfit de r Epittgle^ and/allieeof wit at quef> 
tivm eireponfes. What niay be the virtue 
or antiquity of this laft, I am unab^’ to fay. 
It appears^ however, to have had ex:iftence 


in ehkr dayl|^ ' and I cannot but fuppofe 
that Ariofto aUuded to a di^rerndn of this 
^ture aitiongft the gambols placed off by 
the^'feiry 'iUcina : ^ 

■ ’ ■ fur le namfe e !e vivande, 

'•A * ' Eacean-ciedeado in Cerchio ungiuoco lieto, . 

Che ndl’ oreecHo l’un I’altro domanda 
Come piik piace; loro qi^che fecreto.' 

' OatiiifDO Fva'mso, dasf. 7. Stan. 21. 


The ha]|.^Qip riands and'hom^hi^^d^^ 
ntey form, in circle raided,, a J^p^ye |^me ; 
With gentle WhUpt^ ejli^^^ 

Some a&v ^ 

Thefe are evideQtl3f^^e«)^^v|4ediantni^, and 

dot' hot ftridly hkthitIhiiziW did%ravity 

fesri 
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and phlegra of the 

lenfe appears in general the laft bounda^ 
which nature has aiHgned to tfa«r infeUec* 
tual talents; and genius and wit ate Quali- 
ties of which they are dedined to partalce in 
a very inferior degree«*^ Exceptions have 
exifled'-to this obiervation and the names 
of Haller, Gefner, Euler, and Lavater, are 
fufEcient to refcue the nation from literary 
oblivion. A repartee which is now in circu- 
lation, will poflibly convince .you, that the 
rule which decides againft their -piealantry, 
is not wholly without exception. MonC 
R. having drank too freely, in riftng from 
table had the misfortune to fall^ and uttered 
the following impromptu : 

Qn dit te vin pins fort ^ae l*eaa, 

Et je le crois fans peine, 

L’eau detrttit tout, inaUbn, troupeasr, 

St deraciiw une chhie } 

Or, fi dans fon defibrdement • ' : 

Rien lie wlifte i & 

V: '-/h 

lihaU' 
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' ihajl give you a tranflation, in lieu of a 
)gfe)0^fcript : 

? Winc t$ more ftrong than water dccmM, 

Nor is the rule a jokcj v 

Tor water levels houfe and flock, ^ 

And rends the' ft unborn oaki / a 
If then its overfl^qwi^ 

No obftaclexari bound, ' ' " 

What wonder that the ftrongcr wihe k • 
lias laid me on the ground ? ^ ^ 
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romantic feenes which I nov^ in- 
habit, and the very piflurefque cha- 
radfer. of all which furrounds me, have al- 
moft entirely cut me off from general fo* 
ciety. , Abforbed in the viHons of Rouf- 
feau, and enclofed as it were in the ^here 
of. his mighty magic, I feel content to live 
fequeftered amidft tUs deliti^^^^ 
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hioft forcible addrefs to the paflions that 
human genius ever produced; and perhaps 
the capacity of man for delicate tranfports, 
could in no cafe find a better meafure, than 
in thofe effedls with which it imprefles a 
I'enfible mind. ; Local circumflances contri- 
bute greatly td the influence which works 
of feiylitsg poflTefs ; and he is competent to 
judge of this obfervation, who has the 
name of Veray continually founded in his 
cars, and the rocks of Milleray projedling 
to his view. 

It is indeed a fubjefl: of no fmall regret, 
that the Hcloife (hculd appear upon revifal, 
of corrupt and injurious tendency. The 
attempt of RouflTcau to draw it to a virtu- 
ous clofe, is feeble and unnatural. Let it 
be owned, that the paifions are too induA 
trioufly profelyted to the fide of moral 
frailty; and that the general impreffion is 
little in favour of human virtue. Confi- 
dered as a work of genius, it is beyond all 
praile : bitt as Jo^fon has faid of Cathe- 
,VOL. II. u tine 
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rtne in Henry the Eighth, the geniu^ of 
RoulTeau appears to go out with "Julie ; and 
be muft fupply much from his own imagi- 
nation, and the recollediion of paft circum- 
llances, who can be equally interelled in 
Madame de Wblmar. The fadl: is, that the 
novel (lands upon the (ingle ground of its 
pathetic excellence, by which I mean its 
power of operating in an extraordinary de- 
gree upon the pallions : it ought therefore 
to have ended with the event which deter- 
mines the feparation of Julie and St, Preux, 
vi%. the marriage of the former to Monf. 
M. Wolmar. What is added, deftroys in 
fa£t the unity of the work ; while it 
weakens the fird: impredion, it produces 
no material change in favour of virtue j and 
it offends the critic, without fatisfying the 
raordift. 

Such, however, was the charadrer of the 
writer# that he neither lived nor wrote in 
conforniity to received rule ; and tbps neither 
bis actions nor bis vroxjfit can be fentenced 

without 
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without an.altnoft equal mixture of praife 
and cenfure. An intelligent woman has 
put into my hands an epitaph, expreflive in 
no ordinary degree of this fingular hu- 
mour ; and as it is the produce of Laufanhe, 
it will probably difpofe you to think, that a 
bel efprit is not wholly a prodigy in Swit- 
zerland : 

Ci git Roufleau ! chez lui tout fut contrafte, 

II aima les humains, mais fe fut pour les fair : 

II perdit fa patric cn voulant la fervir : 

Modefte avec orgueil,~il fut pauvre avee faftc 

Nc fut pas vivre, — et fut mourin 

How far my tranflation may approach the 
original, I am not anxious to know : I 
have only attempted to tranfpofc its fpirit. 

Here lies RouiTeiia, the flave of truth and fiction. 

Who lived and died a fplendid contradi£tion. 

With love of man he fled the world, and gave 

His country wounds whene’er he meant to favc. 

Haughty, though poor, and modelt, yet with pride. 

He. liv’d to folly, and to virtue died. 

As 1 am now upon the fubje£fc of epitaphs, 
I fhaff clofe my lelier with One upon Vol- 

V 2 tair^, 
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taire, from the fame hand; and follow it 
up with an attempt at tranflation. 

O ParnalTe fremis de douleur et d’dFroi 

Pleurez MhCcs, brifez vos lyres immortelles. 

Toi dout il'fatigua ies cent voix et les aides, 

Dit que Voltaire eft mort — pleure et repofe tol. 

Voltaire is dead ! ParnafTus hufii thy quires, 

And break, ye mufes, your immortal lyres ! 

Fame, let thy trump the laft fad note difclofe. 
Then midil the tearful forrow feek repofe. 
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r-ir HE Polilh princefs, who made fo confpi- 
^ cuous a figure at Conftance, holds an 
equal rank in the coteries of Laufanne. She 
is the wife of Prince L- »— — , and appears to 
be fuffering a fort of political exile. The 
fuperiority of her talents, rather than the 
caft of her principles, have recommended 
ber to the notice of pei^bns of condition in 

this 
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tills country ; and flie has fucceeded in pro- 
curing the bailiff’s permi/fion to fix her rc- 
fidence for fix months, in a fplendid and 
extenfive villa upon the borders of the Lake. 
A refidence at Paris during the epoch of the 
Revolution, communicated to her mind a 
glow of liberty, which kindles at every re- 
turn of political difcuflion ; and the pecu- 
liar circumffances of her own country ren- 
der this enthufiafm ftill more fympathetical. 
Her vivacity and her information cannot be 
too highly appreciated ; and Ihe betrays an 
exccfs of romantic fenfibility, bordering 
upon extravagance. Though admitted into 
the circles of this place, it is eafy to fee 
that her levities are not wholly unfufpe^ted 
by the grave and cautious Swifs, whofe re- 
gard for decorum is among their firft quali- 
ties, and who have every merit on the fcore 
* 

of private morals. Staniflaus appears to 
have anticipated fome excentricities in the 
bon-mot which he uttered, agreeable to the 
Princefs’s report, M^pon delivering to her 
u 3 fome 
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ibme recommendatory letters ; “ Voila,** 
faid he, “ des lettres de creane pour des 
nouvelles folies.” 

• The lot of this amiable Princefs— -for fuch 
amidfl: all her eccentricities Ihe is — contains 
a moral, from which the heads of families in 
many European ftates might derive, if dif- 
pofed, condderable advantage. “ A qua- 
** torze,” faid ihe, when enumerating fome 
particulars of her hiftory, ** on m’a marie. 

Je fus mere a quinze: je refpedie mon 
** mari j c’eft un homme de merite ; mais 
** je ne I’ai jamais aim6.” The arbitrary 
union of fortune and rank, by thofe who 
alTume the difpofal of the fexes, may juftly 
afligned as the ground and occaiion of 
thole gallantries whieh di%i'ace the man- 
ness of the Continent, It is judging im- 
perfe<fl]y of human nature, to l^pole that 
iplendor will fatisfy every paffioh ; or that 
thofe chains will he worn with content, 
which are impofed by force. The States 
pf Ihdy abound in lefibns of fimilar in? 

ftruftipos i 
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ftru€tions ; but fuch is the infamous law of 
family etiquette, that marriages muft be re- 
gulated by rules of aggrandizement, and 
the torch of Hymen muft be kindled at the 
ihrine of Plutus. Hence the profligacy and 
licence of faChionable manners ; hence the 
ciciflbeo, the cavaliere, and all the iniqui- 
tous expedients for fupporting an unna- 
tural yoke. 

The family of the Marchefe L at 

Rome, prefented an inftance of this fort of 
paternal deciflon. As public concerts were 
frequently given at the palace, I had re- 
peated opportunities of feeing the young 
and unconfulted female, ordained by her 
parents as a^vidim to a prince, whofe con- 
dition was his only recommendation. As 
the parties were not fuffered to commu- 
nicate, this itfelf would be fuflicient to con- 
demn the union, had it n<^ been equally 
forbidden by the difparity ages. I aiked 
an attendant. Upon what principle the union 
was deiigned ? “ Adcflb,” fjud he, “ ^ domo 

u 4 “ dc 
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“ de Marchefe, allora fara domo de prin- 
“ cipe.” ** It is now but the family of a 
“ Marquis, then it will be the family of a 
“ Prince.” This violation of nature’s moft 
manifeft law, in the total negledl of affedion 
and choice, is an uiurpation more criminal 
than the very worft excelles of their civil 
tyranny. Ariofto muft have had other 
models to write from than thofe which now 
abound, when he affirmed, 

« Fui di pater fetnpr^, e cofi dettp 
** L’ho piu volte, che ienza moglie a lato 
*< Non puote uomo in bontade eifer perfetto. 

I’ve ever thought, and oft the truth expreft, 

That without wedlock, man could ne’er be bleft. 

From the contemplation of fuch laws, 
fuch habits, and fuch manners, it is a relief 
to reflet upon another nation, and find the 
faith of matrimony revered in public opi- 
nion, and regarded in predominant prac- 
* tice; to find its pleafures celebrated by the 
firfi: of poets, and the beft of men ; and to 
obiferre its efie^ difUn^y vifible in 

circula- 
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clrcuktion of virtuous love, an4 thp efta-r 
bliihment of domeitic harmony : 

Hail, wedded Love, myftcrious law, true fourcc 
Of human offspring — 

By thee adulterous luft was driven from metis 
Among the befiial herds to range by thecj 
Founded in reafon, loyal, juft, and pure. 

Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known. 

Milton. Par. Loft, Bookiv. L. 750, &cU 

But happy they ! the happier of their kind 1 
Whom gentler ftar$ unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blenjl, 
Thoivison, Spring, L. mo, &c. 
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T BB melancholy events of the loth have 
been fubje^s of no fmall grief to the 
fympathetic Swifs. With a tendernefs 
which does honour to their feelings, the 
saunicip^l authorities proclaii^ed a feafon pf 

mourn- 
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mburning ; and invited the citizens* to fuf. 
pend for a fortnight their diverlions, in 
honour to the manes of their brave and un- 
fortunate countrymen. The ilaughter of 
this intrepid band is a circumftance, over 
vvhich all the dlvifions of j>olitical opinion 
muft unite in one common fentiment of 
forrow. The Programma which enjoined 
the public mourning, was affixed to all 
places; of general refort ; and “ The’s” and 
** Gouty’s’’ were interdicted, under the pe- 
nality of extreme difpleafure. In addition 
to this, a paper has been circulated, pur- 
porting to proceed from the ruling Powers, 
and calculated to inflame the minds of the 
Swifs with the flrongeft emotions of hatred 
and revenge. Thus watchful is power to 
improve thofe advantages which the crimes 
of its adverfaries afibrd. Tlie cool-blooded 
carnage of the Thuilleiies will be recorded 
among the crimes of llbefty-^for liberty 
ittay have hef crimie^--‘ahd arbitrary po^ 
trUPbe not a little gratified, at hkidng the 

narrow 
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fiarrow ftock of its argument fo materially 
increafed. 

A profpeft of reparation from Mr. L~ — , 

whofe health is judged to demand a refi- 
dence in the fouth, has opened to me fome 
plans of travel, which 1 am anxious to exe* 
cute ; and the very dUbrdered date of 
France, which might feem to conftitute an 
objection, operates with me as an induce- 
ment to purfue, if poHible, the route to 
Paris. 1 have delayed my expedition a rea- 
fonable number of days, in Order to feel 
properly releafed from an obligation under 
which 1 might yet appear to lie, and the 
difcovery of which has occafioned me. much 
anxiety. Mr. H. from Amfterdam, with 
whom I formed acquaintance while at 
Home, had conceived a projed of travelling 
to Egypt, and dilpatched an invitation to me, 
according to the heft addrefs he could pro- 
cure» to accompany him. By the Bulure 
of poft, bis jcomtnunication never reached 
lUOi and it was not without an accident, that 
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any. part of the fubje£k was ever made 
known to me. I know not a track upon 
the globe, which I would purfue in prefer- 
ence ; and I confider it as one of the moll; 
adverfe events in my life, that the propofals 
of Mr. JH. never fell into my hands. As I 
have written to his banker at Naples, and 
waited a'fufficient time without reply, 1 am 
induced . to fuppofe that he may be re- 
moved ^ beyond the reach of regular com- 
munication; and that the negociation, fo 
fax as regards myfelf, is at an end. The 
advances of the Buke.of Brunfwick, and the 
thunders of his manifefio, are confidered by 
my Swils friends, as bad precurfors in the 
route I intend to purfue ; and a few emi- 
grant counts, with whom 1 occafionally 
mingle, have wilhed me ** bon voyage,” 

* I have Alice been informed by Mr. H. that upon his 
viAtihg theifland of Malta, be was diAfuaded from pro- 
ceediiig to Egypt by the advice of i he grand- iriaAer, who 
^fibred him, that the, plague hi^d bi^fc^n QMta and, that on 
this a<:c;punt he returned to England by Spain end For- 
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and piteoufly recommended me a la Ian- ' 
«terne.” 

An engagement v^hich 1 have entered 
into with fome Englifli ladies related to 
Mr. L. will detain me fome few days, in an 
cxcurfion to the Glaciers j and my pur- 
pofe is made up, in accommodation to their 
wiHies, to leave this place on the 23d ; and 
the next communications you receive from 
me, will probably acquaint you with the 
particulars of my fecond vifit to the Gla- 
ciers of Chamouni. Geneva will prefent, 

* X'.' 

in its prefent diftradled ftate, but fet^Kob- 
jeds capable of detaining me; and my de- 
flgn is now, to feek a place in fome public 
conveyance for Lyons. The general palTage 
of the diligences is, I underftand, at an end ; 
and, excepting for fome purpoles of bufi- 
nefs or of emigration, the banks of the 
Rhine are feldom travelled. I anticipate 
in the journey before me a fund of varieties, 
and thofe not always of the moft agreeable 
caft : obje^ of ufeful Ipeculation are fome- 

times 
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times found in fcenes of danger and dif- 
gufl ; and thofe who have matured their 
wifdom, have rarely done it but by a dif- 
qipline from which the gentle timidities of 
nature would be difpofed to revolt. 


LETTER CXLVIII. 

Geneva, Auguil 28, 1792. 
TT was on the morning of the 25th that 
^ ' parted from Geneva, and entered 
upon the road to Salenchcj under the fairefl: 
wCpices of fun and iky. The whole range 
of the Jura fopn exhibited itfelf before our 
eyes in great and extended majefty. Some 
loofe fragments of light and undidipated 
clouds hovered upon its breaft, and con- 
trafted delightfully with the duiky lhades 
of its general furface. Geneva alfo forms a 
very enchanting figure, when viewed upon 
this route ; its buildii^S feem. to rife in a 
theatrie, order ; and; though not difiiuguilh- 

ed 
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ed by any individual majefty, conftitute a 
very ftriking and agreeable whole. 

A new and lingular tra£l of country foon 
opens upon this route; and though the 
general train of 6bje£ls were fuch as my 
mind could anticipate, there were details 
with which my recolledtion was not wholly 
familiar. The approach to Bonneville is 
fuch as few cities can boaft. The Grande 
and Petit Saleve gradually falling back, the 
yaft and ftupendous Brezon is feen in all its 
ample majefty, (haded with vegetation in its 
declivities, but bare and craggy in its fum- 
mit. Contrafted with this is the Mole, 
whole rounded fummit, oppofed to the 
flinty battlements of the Brezon, give a 
fofthefs and variety to the fcene. The road 
purfues a linuous track along a precipice 
elevated above the torrent, whofe impetuous 
• motion fills the ear with majefliic founds. 
Strong Tyftijptdms of poverty appear on 
every part of this mpuntainous route ; and 
the town of Bonneville was itfelf crowded 

with 



304 LETTER GXLVnr. 

with ragged and hungry beggars. We met 
however a number of priefts, whofe portly 
imlen Teemed to indicate that they at leafi: 
had the art of keeping poverty at a diftance. 

Proceeding from Bonneville, we pafled 
thfough a tra& of no extraordinary beauty, 
till, the clofe of the valley announced the 
approach to Clufe. The mountains round 
Clufe are prodigioufly bold and grotefquc ; 
they rife to a noble height, and are hewn 
and rent by nature and accident in a thou- 
iand wild and magnificent forms. Here 
clpfing upon each other, they feemed to 
fcHrni' h majeftic, yet awful, barrier againft 
the' filrther progrefs of the moft intrepid 
ybyaiger. The narrow road, by which the 
approach to the town is madej appeared to 
hal)^ been ftolen with difficulty from the 
, prominent rocks ; and the byerhanging 
mafles frowned tipbn us' iii riide and tre- 
mendous fhapesl We crbffed'the Arye to 
enter the town, which iis formed 'Of two or 
thiie dirty ftre^ anilkb^ as wretcht^ as 
■ ■ •' •' - -poverty^' 
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i)6verty, catholicifm^ and an unbenign go- 
vernment^ can mak^ it. Deicending now 
along the valley of Maglan, we were 
charmedj in contemplating a delicious, yet 
incpnOderable cafcade, which ilTued from the 
point of interfedlion between two moun- 
tains, and of whiph I do not recolleft to 
have taken any notice upon my former 
tour. A few faint and refracted rays of. 
the fun were yet lodged upon the fummita . 
of fome barren cUffs, which rofe above thofe 
whence the waters defcebded. The ma-. 
jeftic hardinefs of the latter, contrafting with, 
the foft lighte of the: former, conveyed tp 
the eye a pi£ture of exquifite and enchant** 
ing beauty. Under this impreflion 1 ar- 
rived at St. Martin’s. As the town of Sa- 
lenche lies on the other fidp rof . the valley, 
at fome diftance frop^ the regular track, :;aa 
mn, by -tlie name of, Mont Blanc, *is newly 
built, for |hc epnveidencp. of travellers, on 
the eftabUfoe<l A gfoupe of^<titled 

travellers, had pre-oceupicd the beft quarters, 
voi. II. V X But 
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hj? who is bent upon .travelling into 
'.Sa\^py, muft not expefl: to walk upon car- 
pets or recline upon beds of down. 

We left Salenche fufficiently early the 
following day, to obtain the moft advan- 
tageous view of the cafcade of Chede. Its 
fcattered waters were now coloured by a 
beauteous rainbow* andi the hollow rock, 
which jreceived and reverberated the defcend- 
ing jthpwer, was charmingly illuinined by 
the faine tints. In addition to the elegance 
wfth which th qfe waters are expanded in 
theiV fall, the natural ‘ formation of the rock 
from which they are precipitated, the ca- 
vefft whic^ receives thern, jaud the general 
face of the furpunding objefts, give tp this 
calcade"^ a condderable portion of pic- 
tui;ef^ne.. ptnameqty ,>,Xhe I»afca of Chede, 
tranfparent' »nd~ cerulean^- ^#<Mdnt St; Ger> 
vaiSV'dlPth^d'^hR/ibi^^^^ . 

dure, and the 

tention. 
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tcntion. The iotrtnt l^oir^ which is at cer- ’ 
taiii feafbns of the year fo ftfohg and for- 
midable, was now neither fwolh nOr rapid. 
Meeting with Pere Cachat, denominated 
L’ Aiguille*, at the village of Sarve, I re- 
tained him for the fcrvice of the Montain- 
vert. This man is ohe of the heft Guides 
of Chamouni, extremely tall, and of great 
force, and feenSed likely to prove an exOel- 
lent fubftitute for my old and refpedted 
Guide Balmat, who was now abfent from 
Chamouni upon an expedition into the . 
interior of the Alps. We made the ufual , 
afcent of the Boiflbns previous to hnifhing 
the journey of this dayj and the glafly 
pyramids of the elegant glacier had loft 


• Th« Guides of ChamOBn! have ill eertidn cbatadter* ' 


illic naii^a^ {oa|ijaji^atii>k peffona, «|he«( ; 

from their atyhiev^Vie^nta. . Jae^of a Balmat , ia ,f«fi^med 
tie Mont Blaac, hom having firfi afcendd that ter* 
nble moohtaiif. ‘'^aihat ia liiffiiiguilhed by the ippel** ' 
laudn ofrhe bltiiKiomkdH^ftreBBtli in 

genetal, eash JiaaBMi aolB j^hi^Bhe , 


hoowo than by the name of hit family. 
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of their former tranfpitency 

and luftre* 

The afcent of the Montainvert was en- 
tered Upon with the advantage of the morn- 
ing breezes j and oUr female fuite, affifted 
by the energy of ciiriofity; and the a£tivity 
of their condn^tprs, accompUfhed this la- 
bour without any material portion of ap- 
pfehenfion or fatigue. Our conductors, in 
addition to Pierre Cachat, confided of Mef- 
fat, father and fon, the former of whom has 
heen more than thirty-five years in the 
office of a mountain guide, and abounds in 
that fori; of information which is necefiarily 
acquired by fo long a fervid Gachat, re- 
lated to ‘the Gw/ir/ Of that name, is himfelf 
a" yery gigantic ■ figure j has BeeU long in 
the habit of combating mountain dangers, 
ahd acquired confid^ble reputation ' in this 
kind of atchievenieats^ He 'is one •of ihofe * 
liiho have been called upon iii; all attempts 
■ .^ja tod>‘the f of 

14 ■ 0eps 
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fteps for their feet, the morning before 
his conqueil of this formidable mountain. 
Cachat related that the whole of this fervice 
was more laborious than imagination can 
pidure. When encamped upon the ice, 
one tent was fpread to cover Monfieur Sauf* 

. fure, his fervant, and eighteen guides ; fo 
that with refped to himfelf, little more re> 
mained under cover than his head, while 
his feet were abfolutcly frozen to the ice. 
Men of the mo:^ robuft make, accullomed 
from their earlieft infancy to the air and 
the toils of the mountains, were feen to 
tremble and faint under the oppreifion of 
thefo accumulated fatigues. Bourrit, who 
fucceeded SaulTure in this arduous enter* 
prize, confirms in genierd the truth of thefo 
reports. 

Reafon and humanity appear to difooun* 

• tenanqe, except for feme definite purpofe of 
utility, .expeditions upon this| hazardoua 
mountain. Baufiure was a, philofp]^r, and 
hi^ af^eufiou to 

’ X 3 afeertain 
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afcertain fome points of moment, refpedling 
'■ aftituHes of tHo mountains, the rarity of 
" the air, and other phyfical phenomena. A 
recent attempt was made, by four EnglKh 
gentlemen, to climb this mountain; and the 
ifljje of their expedition ought to render 
- this the lali example of Hmilar curiofity. 


^^hen afcended oiily to the bafe of the ice, 
they were ^arrefted in their prpgrefs by a 


^i:eat;,fall of rain, and the rifing of a denfe 


. Ipg, .which expofed them to imminent dan- 
s, ...Tger. , Twenty guides w employed in 
, tbi® abortive expedition, two of whom were 
. the.yiftin)s of an ardent, in. cpofeguence 
^.pf y^bich one languifli, in 

uncertainty betw^eg^ bfe, . and de.at:h the 


, fgd)d|5n, laH an ft^pexFas tbP; pirr 
; ; jpun^nce.v whiefc, aedtjent, 

wWph j^d the. 
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Aiguille de Dru. It is, as you have been 
already informed, a pointed rock, rifing 
from tbofe mountains which overhang the 
Mer de Glace, and exhibiting the boldefl; 
pyramid in the realms of mid-air. Nothing 
can furpafs the tremendous majefty of this 
objed^. All the mountains which furround 
it Teem lowered by its afpirihg height, 
and foftened into delicacy by its rugged 
aipe£);. Its furface, of the hardeft flint’s^ is 
never decorated by verdure, nor enveloped 
by fnow. No track can be defcried in-'its 
awful declivities. The conquerors of Mont 
Blanc regard its height as unattainable ; and 
formed for eternal decbratioh — ftbrihs and 
tempefts aflail it in yaiii. / 

Our day Was jpafl^d as bfukl dpoti the Aini- 
mit of the ihbuntain, in the dontemplation 
of its vai^bus aiid ‘ intereftihg ' Wobdewi and 
fidiibed by a defeefti fodree bf the 

Arveron. But here the ^fbefle' has fKSered 
W‘‘&faf*ehan^bFpiad^ ahd'bha^ra " The 

X4 • w 
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isr doifedy th6 ftream has forced a 
l^age thrdiigh a portion of the ice, at 
nearly an hundred yards from the former 
*point, and in a ;poikion infinitely lefs ad- 
vantageous to its beauty. The arches of 
thu year are not |taif forined, the caverns 
oCthta year are not half funk, the tints are 
ho loQgervVivid.and cerulean, the waters no 
naqre impeti|OU8^^^4^ majeflic. I left the 
fc^e ^ith 4 feeling of difgufl;, propor- 
don^ to that admiration , with which 1 had 
h<^ld. thpfe beauties in its former ftate, 
which, however they may have ceafed to 
exift;in fad;, will preferve a late and lading 
exhlence in my recolledion. An early de- 
panure, and difpatch upon the road, enabled 
ine tP reajdi ,Geneya oil : the following day 
befpre tho ^ohng of the gams ; arid I am 
japw in. the >isd of prepwdng fpr a^^^ exper 
di^ipn in yifhich . my mouncams of will 
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Larons, Sept. 8(liyi79af. 
JAM now fafcly, that ia to fay, finally 
arrive4 at this celebrated, yfet dcpopii-- 
lated city; and 1 am impatient to digeft, 
while all is tranquil around me, a journal of 
what has tranfpired fince my laft commu- 
nication. The rumours of Geneva, for 
fome days previous to my departure, were 
pregnant with tales of difcord and murder, 
as raging throughout this department. But 
my refolution was previoufly made up. A 
define of finding a convenient winter refi- 
dence in the fouth, had induced the ladies 
whom I accompanied to the Glaciers, to 
•adopt Qiy determination, and meditate a 
journey, by the way of 'Lyons, towards 
Montauban, and the foutherh extremities 

of France* It was doubtle& a circumftanee 

fuffi^ 
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'to 'find a party dif- 
^eafuresi and to divide 
^ihe^expenc5*4 6t the journey j and the pre- 
^iheditated d^fiSn of a lady who had the 
carh of att only daugh^^^^ and the expe- 
iti(fhce%f fotty years to confult, was at lead 
■I' fdfficitht grohh for compliance on my 
■]f«irt.* - Hitherto ho events have occurred 
of that nature which could difpofe them to 
if^^nt 6f their enterpr ize. A V oiture- a- 


places was contraded for at Geneva, 
‘Und^ii^ffportS fitled up with all precaution. 
’Hifefe^afrangementS being made, the morn- 
'ing of the\ 5 th Was fixed for commencing 
th'e 'ldurhey. 1 had previoufly bid adieu 
‘lb thy old’ the Patriot, who finking 
aac'pn the hack as I; quitted him gave me 
heifrtiefi benedidion, and concluded — 
^ AUez done, tnon cheir aipi, vous y verrez 
de hel^ choites.*'^ 

The diftnbutioa. of pur journey being, 

1C laws pf Vpiiunersu .vefied in thpm- 

l :: io 

we were 



to a Iprt of 
cabaret 



L E.T T E R C;KL?X. 

cabaret ia the viUage pf jPoJ[ongc?|, at the 
diftance oC only three poRa from Geneva. 
A few mileratle guards hac| in the morning 


announced to, us our entra.Qce upon the 
French territory j and being occupied in a 
confiid with an enraged horfeman, whole 
pillols they bad feized, gave but a rapid 
glance over our paflport, and fufiered us to 


proceed. 

Colon ges gave us a very warlike. recep~ 
tion. The village, which appeared to cpn- 
Ull of about twenty dilapidated hpuieS, was 
under arms; and a guard compoftdp of 
about a dozen ragged and crippled ruftics, 
were performing their evolutions before the 
aCbonilhed eyes of about as many fpe^atprs. 
A foup-maigre and nighfs repple haying 
tianquillized our fpirits, dilpompofedr ,by 
thefe military terrors, and the .intrnlion of 
fotne cuHorh-houfe opcers into the ,lanc- 


tua^ of our luggage, we proceeded next 
dk^' i^d a 

ifdm 
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from attending to the pidurefque courfe of 
thcRhone, by a long train of national troops, 
who were marching to the frontiers. They 
were in number eight hundred ; and ap- 
peared to be for the moft part recruits, who 
had not yet experienced the difcipHne of 
the drill ; a few fa-tras were the only fa- 
ittte we received from them. Our paffport 
was demanded at Nantua ; and, after a very 
ihoft delay, returned without any fort of in- 
atlUty. Our hofiefs at Cerdon feemed to 
otofider us as lawful plunder, and did not 
US till Ihe had enforced a very am- 
pfe! exa6don for the privilege of fleeping 
Jur les'terres de la liberU. A few verbal in- 
fults, and an bccafional cry of ariftocrats, 
wefa tbe-only inconveniences we fuftained 
on way tq Montiuel. The matron who 
attended upon us here, was fomewhat more 
hfumanized than, thofe with whom we had 


hithertb conyeife^ .She harangued us dur- 
^er^upm the Rate of the epuntry, 

Duke 
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Duke of Yorky whom flie hoped td fee very 
fpeedily Tested upon the throiie of France* ' 
Lyons, flie aflured us, was profoundly quiet, 
and ftrangers would find it a very tranquil 
afylum. Three pofts were all that divided 
us from Lyons, and thefe we conquered ia 
half a dozen hours. 

The eye is not ftruck by any prominent 
grandeur in the diflant view of this city, and 
its entrance does not appear to announce &• 
fecond capital. We drove, without any^ 
interruption, along ah elegant quay, whi^ 
flanks the Rhone, and entered the famoui 
place Bellecourt, or Louis le Grand. Thtar 
is the moft i’uperb area perhaps in Europe.' 
It confifts in three fides of regular and ele- 
gant building : the fourth> is fupplied by a 
range of promenades. Our voiturier was 
direfted to condufl: us “ aux armes de 
** France.** But the deftru^on of armorial 
bealdngs Ead Cfiaced the antient^ diftinCltons^ 
of 'hotels } iihd therefore,' aftet a 'Irtlitlefs 
enqui^^%« h^ 

from 
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flfboi ^fhich l naw write, and which appears 
once; to bare been knowo as the Hotel de 
PtQVencci^^; It is lituated in a very com- 

s 

manding point of the fqnare ; and wears an 
air of. njagpifipence,. which does not fet me 
perfe^Ilyrat e^fei No rooipj however^ ap- 
p^rs for- fnlpicion ; the ftreets are only dif- 
turbed by the holiday groupes, who are ce- 
lehrasting vthe feftival of Notre Dame, a 
Iadj5i.l5fhQnt I thought they had politely dif- 
eardedri and the Table d’Hote, which l am 
Ihprtly ,to atrcndi will: probably enable me 
in , my ne^t .tp furnifli you with fomc prog- 
nol|i9s pf iny future deftiny. 


V ■ 
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ever, an, inftanice in which the rule failed, 
and I have feldom carried my pctit-ecu to 
fo barren and unproductive a market. The 
company confifted principally in oifficers, 
and fear or policy feefned to have rmpOfed 
a general filencey in rfefpedt to affairs of 
ilate. ' Military topics occupied the whole 
of the difcuflion ; and the fubjeCl at iffue 
was, whether infantry or cavalry were mbit 
formidable to the enemy. The queftion 
was fupported by the officers of the different 
parties with confiderable fpirit, and finally 
decided by an appeal to the ladies. It w 
unneceffary to fay, that the cavalry ob- 
tained the vote; and the. officers politely' 
acceded to the decifion, by affirming, that 
thoib whom the ladies patronized, mull be 
invincible. s 

I vifited, in the evening, different parts of 
•the city j and ^annot pronounce that it ap- 
proaclhes the ^^^pe^atiqb: had; formed froai { 
a peruf^l*Qf il|8;^ andi the id^Cstiptlon ' 

i dern 
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ddftt' ^ft 'of the t<^h proffeffefe cdrifideraWe 
eli^gentie and heaiity j but the antient and 
tnoirt extenfivfe part has little' to lKow, be- 
ydftd what is ordinarily fouhd in cities de- 
voted to manhfkif^ure'ahd cbmmerce. Al- 


lowing for the buftle of a'feftival, I could 
not eoniider the populaition as bearing at all 
an equal proportion to the extent of the 
city. 'This niay be readily accounted for, 
by' d^nfiderinig the number of emigraddns, 
ariff 'the caution which perfoni of prdpierty 
and chkrader are compelled to ohferve. 
Ndn€l%ere to feen upon the public walks, 
or itt'iitty of the places of getieral rehdez- 
voiis,' hut Mtizens of'the loweft'brder j and 
from ^hat l hithertd feen^ my^^ 
net^’ ^re^ not-.^ifc^ to itiapr<ri^ * fey the 

fodiety- df the place. ^ 

The I idhafelt drhMfvhhed ^ 


celG^'erdWd^^ (%n6fei 
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ftdtuc la bronze, ruTed upon z loft^r pedef- 
tal ; and.muft, in its entire ibtte, liaire at- 
tributed greatly to the ornaoiient: of the Place 
Bellecourt. Since the events of Pims*.' an 
order had palled in the Municipjdity. :0 
Lyons, to dempUlh this auguft ftatue. The 
zeal of the populace anticiptuted theTegulat 
execution of this decree ; and the V^zen , 
idol was levelled with the grpund^ in the 
night previous to the appointed time. Ad-, ; 
vertifements for the fate of its materials are. , 
polled at the corners of the public .ilreata* .i 
and all feem anxious to exprefs tiielr appyorV^*' 
bation of the deed,by aflembling tptratnple , . 
upon the prollrate fovereignt.and veht their 
bitter execrations tipon bis royaf peipory, 
Athirlft ^he refle^Upns wBie^ fuch a feenp 
awakens, It is not poifible wholly to ftifie a 
fecret filing of {atisfaStion* Popular rch 
venge^ ja ever, tpmultnons,. and cxtreme|r 

■rapid Ae ; , 

tO|«tV ; outragea 
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outrages and lamenting this reverfe, the 
miiid is fufpended, by the recolledion of a 
man, who received the incehfe of praife for 
the meafures of mifchiefs; who has filled the 
hiftdry of bll ^mes with bl6od ; and whofe 
only apology for fporting with the lives of 
hit iTnhjeffs, and the revenues of his king- 
ddm, was the mlferable confedion amidfl the 
tt^bf bf'^e^th, Ja*i aim^ trop la guerre.” 




interruptfed by a confufed pro- 
is how pafling under my 




■ it is— ^as 1 underftand from the 
^mme' de‘ cli'athbrc~ procefliion of 



-tatofs*., 

^ a^if me witii era ^^hte ; 


•UM my cnrfohty m bb #ereht at the cere- 


.#mOQlC8 Dt tulS MP- fcMv ;,v***/ " 


I 
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Ljrons, Sept. 9th. Thicc b’cloefc. 
npHE proceflion, of which I fppke in my. 

laft) foon found me in the number of 
Its train. I loft no dme in mimng wkjh 
the crowd, and informing myfelf of their 
plan and intentions. It appeared, that the 
portraits of their kings, and all the books, re- 
cords, and reg^ftei;8 which regarded the efta- 
blifhment were already candied 

to the plfce df r repdezyou# : and the cere- 
mpny of^^cpnfuining thefe upon a funeral 
piie,!Wj|^ to be conduced in the prefence 
•of die national military. The j^rd, which 
compofed a numerous bodyj, 
the grpund^ dij^nt al^nt ht^a imgim'i&om 
the city, in detM^ments rq>ri^ehdng^^^^^^ 

Y a quota 
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difl^ri^furni(hed; When 
iEh^j' 'fileMi ' tlfey ‘ were drawn up 

in the 

^8 'a pile- -of Wood fur- 
pblnticd^^ci^ • rouge^f 
dilB&reilt ftandards, and 
ftrcattt^* at ‘ rt^lar intervals proclaimed 
%aEaiertddalattton.” 

"-^'iignat^^un the torch was 

land almoft' inttantaneoufly the 
pile* #a:8 fechiri a blaze. The por- 
fTaiiii and hooka were then thrown upon 
tlll'ra^Mg hiliteiials; aird' the name of the 

pronbUttcal* as each 

^^^oki^hleB ale ihto the air, ex- 

of die exttlt- 
^Ihldieit pla^dv-their 
ba^Onebl^^ and^iitiiied^ them 






d^e^-i'pppibce * 

" (uch 
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juch it may >bte ;y<raj» renewed, ^pon 

every facrific«v Vh|ch Hani!^ r€caiyqd| 
but when the nan)i€ of >Qga|pr?e 

was annouaced, the (hou^ of pppuj^ce 
were beyond^ meafure /uriops. , .The. i^ 
of his portrait mounted aiiudft; the groaof^ 
and curfes of forty thoufand j^edators. , 

I cannot fay that the countenances ^o£ 
cither the military or thp populace difeo^ 
vered the moft benevolent bumpur. With 
the . di&d vantage of wearing a . wh|te hat, I, 
bad.alfo the additional inconvenience pf a 
tolerable fuit ; fo that I was not clpar th^ 
iny prefence, or even^ the elevation of my 
white beaver, was perfe^y . agreeable^ to the 
fans-culottes. . I changed my j.placc more 
than once, in Order to iavpl 4 i;>hfi|ng< : 
at ; for fuph 1)^ tp wa® 

the : when mtips .i^d 

* other^fcyeritieijwcrp 

, ' .v.- . '^3 ibingi 
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fai^^ a counte- 

^i^nce full pf fcrenity and iktisfa^ion, « c’eft 
Aid bteau jour^^ he al- 

idd^ to tfie the wea- 

tnei: ^ I told him, tbat aefigned vifit- 
^iiig the Hotel deVille, in order to view thofe 
Di^ur^ which wale now confuming ; “ Eh 
‘V.bien, (faid hej^^ ici en plus 

,‘*|«ll€| copli^ura#” It was in the moment 
, the portrait of Louis Foun 

tj^hth} |hat 1 had entered into converfaiion 
,wi{h .^is yeteran and the impetuofity of 
^^men, add *childr«3i» to prefs round 
abhorrence pf the 
^ranj^a m^ory^w^ almpft an over-match 

oid man 

me . thei'ejfet'e to withdraw from 

me, en 



talents. 
I learnt 
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I learnt fron;| ^e, captain, that the ka- 
tional gpat;d,J(x>rm^ the Bouii^ebis of 

Lyons, cpmppfed a body pf thirty thousand 
xnen» 1 mentioned to him the ^ of 

the Auftiian andJPruman armies; he fmiled: 
*VLet them advance, (faid he,) let them go 
** to the gates, of Paris— et d’abord ydus 
“ verrez, qu*aucun Autrichien et Prui^enne 
reverra fon jpayS.” “ Nothing,” He^'added, 
** could equal the enthunafm which 'the 
common people every where difcovcired, 
** and the ardor with which they flew to 
“ arms.” Their pay in his own TeiSiion 
was thirty-five fols per day, and clothing 
from head to foot. In ; thp ' laft article I 


ihould fcarcely ruppore hiiri accurate, or at 
leafi: admit hik rPport as appljnng only to 
his particular fedtlbn ; for fcarcely One third j 
of the troops lihder arms were drb^S^ in 


]^tlitai^'nti$irniii 


diatoghlc Was no 


inieiynptea 


■,of.''t{cU'’^i^ 


through a . 




%6n 

AP 4 /Ipiro^^ of 
the 

A ®.?fe‘^i?^B|?f4; |«t?ip|t of. ^qic^ and 
b : pf(|S¥Poo|?,,? ai>4;^ 





i . I<y9nn’8ept4:rt, I79gii 

;%i^^i3PWP9^8 ^Pll:®yi;,firft,: , •day’s,. ■ refir . 
;? ^J«!?%lmye thetr^ay to 


with?* 


'la^^hQiy'detath^f.^^ 
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the el^reflild ‘^ah 'ap'pteh^fibta 

wbich^ did ‘ not leavtt < Me, wh’oHy' frce^ from 
anxkti^f. ** The ‘0^7 'evil- (Md noii^ 

** to be dresided isj that 'ihe'^pi^ty 
** rife, iatid^'inaflabre thb^ whdjn tli%* 

“ fider as their enemies ; ahdi ' in fa< 9 fc,*’ si^ 
vertifethetlta haiVe already iiTubd; iri^^n^ 
in ambiguous terms, fuch a fort of rinfrtii^ 
“ redlion.” Then, conducing me through 
a part of the town, with which I was not 
yet familiar, “ Voila, (faid he,) le quartier 
des gens (hlpe£tes 

I . reported fo favourably of the general 
ftate c^ the town, upon my return from this 
V excorfionj that the ladies were 'dllpofrd 
vifu ;^e theafre^anditWasin'this^fiiiuiitidn 
that We reorired the firft intelligence of an 
a^uftl;io£iltre£rion, '/and of the^ mdft 

brutali.;. eriieh^toaJi!«sd^ pei|»etratedi- « The 

adapted? Was ait^ 

hildt^$ 

from t:.the jihdieiM^ W 

^ with 
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confi^irable The progrefs of 

^ repir^feotatiOT war frequently inter- 
n^te4 by , yppiferojis Remands for fa /ra, 
• ||(nd:*tbe Matfeilln^^ is a 

•ioiiom War ibng, the air of whichin a mi- 
O^ t^africal fingularly noble 

^ The . words which were 
'4Un|t^ two/old^rs at A of the 

are nota little fanguinar^ vin- 
T^ did : not exhibit 

^ttertng j^inptonis. ILadies were 
)jnbJ^tiye4 quitting their bo^ca in fuccellion, 
;>a|id Jvite began^ ourfelyea nearly de- 

|jiint<fd.>iiln the ^raeaii time the Petits Sa- 
iWoiyil^s^' the after^pieee, Teemed 

rftb iwigiigc ho,pait of the au^iende'^ atten- 

5^nf 

\ were 
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were now bearing tbefe heads in proceffion 
through the lireets. The apprehenfibn of 
meeting this inhuman proceilioh was a 
fubje<3: of cruel anxiety, till isre atrive'd in 
the Place Bellecburt. 

Having efcorted my charge to their apart- 
ments, and trimmed the lights, which the 
palpitating valet (who Was an Auftriah) had 
ranged at the firft- call of the mob, 1 ’tie- 
fcended, in order to inform iriyfclf of vrhat 
had been a^ied in this bloody drama. ' It 
appears, that the poptilice were firft' exalted 
to ihfurredibn by* fome volunteers firom 
Marfeilles j and that, at about five o’elbck, 
they alTembled and forced a guard-'boufe, 
from which they dragged an officer of rank, 
who, in company with fiX'Others;''had been 
arrbfted by the municipaiity, upon fuf]>ieion 
of cOirefpbnding' With thb enemy* aiid con- 
fined for tidal. He pltinged info the Saone 
fh to eibape %heir fury j' but they 

fired%|i6n him,'' and havfog him ^ 

cutcd 
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cutcd the fame vengeance upon the remain- 
ihg fix. By this time, nine o’clock, the 
mob had acquired confiderable ftrength ; 
and were celebrating the moft outrageous 
orgies before the Hotel de Ville, round the 
heads, which they had elevated upon a pole. 
All the ftreets were illuminated throughout 
the city, by order of the mob, and ftrag- 
gling parties were parading through differ- 
ent quarters, and vociferating “ Vive la 
“Nation!” 

I fiiall not intrude upon your fenfibility, 
by painting the fituation of my friends in 
the interval of two hours, which paffed be- 
tween the time of our return to the hotel, 
aild that of the mob’s procelhon. At eleven 
o’elock the tumult, which had hitherto been 
confuledly heard, became more diftindtly 
audible; and the gradual increafe of up- 
roar feemed to announce feme change of 
feene. A few minutes only allowed us to 
conjeAure, when the whole body of the 
mob entered the fquare. They formed a 
■ long, 
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long, and to appearance, a regular train; 
the foremoft of which bore torches and 
pikes, upon the points of which laft were 
the trophies of their vengeance. This pro- 
ceffion, I fpeedily learnt, was founded upon 
a new event: thirteen priefts had been fe- 
le£led out of two hundred, who were con- 
fined ; and it was the blood of thefe that 
now provoked their cannibal joy. Yells 
and groans accompanied their march 
through the fquare, and the very tone ot 
their fliouts conveyed the exprellions of 
murder. It had appeared upon enquiry, 
that the officer, on whom the firft vengeance 
fell, had been apprehended in our hotel, a 
fortnight previous to this event; and the 
firfl entrance of the mob into this quarter 
admitted of an interpretation, which did not 
tend to diminifh the alarms for our fafety. 
The heads were, however, fufpended upon 
the trees, and the populace filed off to their 
head quarters before the Hotel de Ville. 
By this time fome active meafures were 

taking 
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taking by the municipality, and a pa- 
trole of horfe, between the hours of 
eleven and twelve, was Jfcouring the prin- 
cipal ilreets. A gradual calm enfued^ and 
by two o’clock the danger Teemed to have 
fubfided. 

The earliefl; hour of the morning was 
employed in deliberating upon the means 
of efcaping thofe mifchiefs, of which what 
has already happened feem only the prc- 
eu'rfors. My inquiries refpefting the neigh- 
bouring towns, determined me not to ha- 
zard the fafety of my companions, by any 
other experiment than that of withdraw- 
ihg them entirely from a land devoted to 
popular phrenzyj and therefore my firll 
meafure was to fecure the grant of pafP 
ports. For thefe it was neceflary that each 
fhould attend in perfon j and perhaps a 
feverer trial of female fortitude, has not 
often happened in ordinary life, than that 
ofpalling through a populace intoxicated 
as it- .were with the blood of their fellow- 


creatures. 
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creatures. Through fuch a populace it was 
neceflary to pafs, in order to enter the Ho- 
tel de Ville. My entreaties— for this was 
the feafon of condeiceniion— could fcarcely 
fecure the ladles a paffage, or prote£t them 
from incivilities. “ Voila des.ariftocrats I” 
was the muGc with which we were enter- 
tained as we moved amongd them. I 
urged that they were des Angloifes, and 
that they were going to procure paflports. 
** Qu’elles s’en aillent, (faid they,) il n’eft 
“ plus le temps pour les etrangers.” At 
this moment numbers were engaged in de- 
molilhing the ftatues, and other monu- 
ments, which were to be found upon the 
afcent to the hall. 

The office for paflports was crowded with 
claimants, many of whom were rejected. 
A miferable being preferred his fuit to me, 
aj5^d requefted that I would ufe my influ- 
ence to obtain him a paflport en qualite de 
domeftique. But our affairs were too criti- 
cal to admit of fuch an cKperiment : and it 

II was 
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was not without confiderable difficulty, and 
an attendance of twQ hours, that cogni-» 
zance was taken of our features, llature, 
and deftination, and that our pailports oI> 
tained the requiiite lignatures. Thefe be> 
ing at length efie^ed, we returned to our 
hotel ; and my next fubjeft of anxiety is to 
procure a conveyance. The inquiries I 
have hitherto made, have proved firuitlefs ; 
the afFrighted priefts have engaged every 
carriage that was to be obtained ; and I am 
going to fee, when I have fealed up this, 
whether any expedient can be devifed for 
fecuring a fafe, if not an honourable re* 
treat. 


LETTER CLIIL 

Lyons, Sept, ii, 1791 ^ 
1* SHOULD fcarcely have delerved your 
■^.thanks,' or my own acqmttal, had I fuf- 
fcied the packet to have pafied from my 

hands. 
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hands, without waiting the ifTue of another 
day. From various fources of intelligence, 
I ycfterday learnt, that the intentions of the 
mob had afllimcd the fliape of a plan ; and 
a merchant of fome eminence aflured me, 
that a projcdl was actually entered into, of 
letting fire to the houfes — a lift of fix hun- 
dred having been feen in the hands of an 
inl'urgent. Our landlady, whom grief and 
fear had clofely Hint up during the firfl: 
night of the tiunuit, was prevailed upon in 
tlie courfc of ycfterday to make her ap- 
pearance ; and from her I found, that the 
young officer whofe melancholy fate I have 
related, was a colonel of the regulars, a man 
of fine perfon and engaging manners, and 
only two and twenty years of age. The 
lady, whofe apartments conne<3:cd with 
ours, had been particularly intimate with 
•him during his refidence in the hotel j and 
had vifited him the afternoon previous to 
his afTailination. He fpoke in very con- 
fident terms of his innocence ; and, in the 
vpL. II. 2 profpedt 
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profpe^t of a fpecdy relcafe from confine- 
ment, engaged to make his firfl: vifit to 
Madame. 

The affair of the infurrediou had taken 
Its origin from fomc Marfeillois volunteers 
belonging to the camp at Dijon ; and it ap- 
peared from a very animated remonftrance 
iffued by the mayor the next day, that 
no negledi was imputable to the officers of the 
police. In this remonftrance, which appeared 
at the corners of the public ftreets, the 
mayor expoftulates, in very pointed terms, 
with the inhabitants, upon the difgrace- 
ful tranfa£lions of the preceding night. 
“ Never, (faid he,) till this epoch, were the 
“ hands of the Lyonefe embrued in blood. 
“ No refiftance was wanting, (he conti- 
“ nues,) on the part of your mayor : he 
“ threw himfelf between the murderers and 
** the murdered, and did but efcape with 

his life.” He then addreffes them upon 
the probable confcquences of fuch difor- 
derly proceedings j urges the vanity of con- 

ftitutions 
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llltutions ia general, if fuch ineafures are 
admitted ; and finally invites all citizens to 
unite in defence of order, and appear under 
arms in their feveral feftions j “ for (he 
“ concludes) if thefe murderers are not re- 
“ pelled, the country is loft'' 

Counter advertifements were alfo circu- 
lated, inviting to deeds of mifchief, and call- 
ing the attention of the citizens to the clafs 
of fufpe£ted perfons, with whom, it was 
infinuated, no terms ought to be made. The 
orders of the mayor were, however, found 
to prevail ; and by five o’clock all the ftreets 
were lined with the inhabitants under arras 
before their refpe£tlve houfes; and very 
llrong patroies were mounted for recon- 
noitring the different quarters of the city. 
Ill returning fronn a diligent, yet unfucceff* 
fill enquiry after a travelling carriage, I 
paffed through feveral ftreets at the com- 
mencement of candle-light, and the utmoft 
regularity appeared to fubfift, in the gene- 
ral fyftcm of defence. The mob, it was 
z 2 under- 
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underflood, in the courfe of the night, at- 
tempted to colle£t ; but by tlic a£livity of 
the guards, was prevented from entering the 
city. This morning I have engaged a cha- 
riot, for the purpofe of returning to Ge- 
neva ; and, in order to give our departure 
as little as poflible the refeinblance of an 
emigration, our luggage is to be committed 
to the mejfagericy and we are to proceed by 
flow marches under colour of an excur- 
fion. This precaution is fuggefted by the 
owner of the carriage, wlio reports, that 
the volunteers have made no fcruple of 
firing upon thofe who have attempted to 
elcape. It is furprifing, to how great a de- 
greCj and, with what rapidity the feelings of 
man may be brutalized ; I look around, as 
I walk the llreets, and fee no remaining 
traces of that urbanity, whjeh once diftiu- 
guifhed the manners of this people; every, 
countenance is clothed with ferocity, and 
every look feems. to meditate vengeance. 
The dialogues of thofe who walked 

ftreets 
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ftreets the night of the maffacre, were fuch 
as revolt all the feelings of nature ; women 
were wafhing in the very view of my win- 
dow, their hands ftained with the blood of 
ilie unhappy vidtims. I went to examine 
in the morning the trees upon which the 
lieads had been fufpended j and not per- 
ceiving them, I alked an old woman who 
was among the fpedtators, “ ou font les 
“ tetes ?” “ On les a emporte,” faid Are, with 
perfect calmnefs, “ et on eft allc en cher- 
“ cher d’autres.” 

But preparation for our departure now 
demands my attention ; and I think, my 
fate wears a better afpedt than it did fix and 
thirty hours ago. The perils which may 
lie between me and Geneva, I pretend not 
to divine ; they are recorded in the book of 
deftiny : and I am not without my hopes, 
that the lapfe of a few days will allow me 
to receive your congratulations, upon hav- 
ing efcaped, from a land of liberty, to a 
land of fafety, 

2 3 
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Geneva^ Sept. 15^ 

A FTER a tedious and critical journey of 
four days, I have at length accom- 
plilhed my purpofe ; and refeued by va- 
lorous exertions the ladies with whom I 
was charged, from the hands of a people, 
who are not likely to re-aflume the yoke of 
peaceful fubjedtion. A fecond advertifement 
from the mayor appeared in the morning 
of the eleventh, in which the Lyonnois are 
reminded of their antient pacific charadler ; 
they are exhorted to throw a veil over the 
difgraceful tranfadtions of the gth, and ftre- 
nuoufly unite for the reftoration of that^ 
order and tranquillity, without which laws 
and conftitutions are ineifedlive names. It 
further apnounced, that at noon all Ihould 

afiemble 
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affemble under arms in their feveral fedions, 
to renew their oath, and fwear to facrifice 
their lives in defence of law and order. 
This ceremony was afting as our carriage 
moved out of Lyons ; and we pafTed by 
various parties, who were drawn up in a 
circular order, and taking the oath. 

As the avenues of the city were thofe, 
from which the greateft danger was appre- 
hended, every precaution was ulcd in the 
difplay of national ribbons, and other marks 
of patriotic fympathy, during the three pofts 
connedling immediately with the city. Some 
parties of recruits were occafionally encoun-' 
tered, drawn up in the high road ; but their 
demeanor was peaceable and orderly. Our 
landlady at Montleuil was not fo communi- 
cative as upon our former vilit : fhe afforded 
us the accommodation of her houfe, with- 
out demanding the reafons of our fudden 
return. As we had been the two preced- 
ing nights in the habit of illuminating, we 
requeued to know whether this night might 

z 4 be 
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be f^fcly paffcd in ob£burity- Qur hollcfs, 
amired us, that the firing of platoons, whicli 
at that raonieut was taking place, need not 
ala^m us., for that we fhould receive no mo- 
Icjfetipn while under her protection. 

The journey of the feeond day to Nan- 
tua, brought us into company with two fu- 
gitive priefts ; who, notwithftanding all our 
efforts to avoid them, contrived to move in 
our train: Nantua, to which we were 
bound, had terrors which they were not 
difpofed to encounter, and therefore w'e 
entered this town without our convoy. It 
was^ a late hour when we arrived, and the 
carriage was quickly furrounded with young 
volunteers, who were not eafily prevailed 
upon to believe, that their fervices in clear- 
ing the carriage would be, difpenfed with. 
Every chamber, except the fett . which we 
occupied, was filled with thofe fpirited and 
untra<Sable lads ; atjd though , non violence 
was offered, it, was not without much ex- 
hortation and fijm.e. largefs, that a company 

of 
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of them were pqrfuaded to march on the 
following morjiing without paying their 
compliments to the ladies. Pofitive affu- 
rances of our democratic virtues, in addition 
to the landlord’s wine, reconciled them at 
length to give up the determination they 
had entered into, of obliging the ladies to 
take an oath, and kifs the point of the fword, 
a ceremony which has been impofed upon 
fome lefs. fortunate ftrangers. 

In quitting Nantua, our pafs was exa- 
mined by a military guard. Some of the 
recruits Ihowed me the arms which they 
had taken from the emigrant priefts : and, 
among the reft, a brace of, piftols charged 
to the very muzzle, which they had feized 
at an early hour of the morning, in the 
hands of two fugitives, who anfwered per- 
fedly ta the defeription of our purfuers. 
They cautioned me againft admitting fuch 
into our fuite, as no diftindion of treatment 
would then be made. “ They attempt,” 
laid the orator of the party, “ to impofe 
• 13 “ upon 
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“•- upoo US by long queues, party-coloured 
‘^ clothes, female habits, &c. but no dif- 
“ guife can fave a pricft — ces gneux la ne 
“ b'y cachent point — nous nous connmf- 
“ fons bien cn pretres.” 

A fracas with fome loofe and diforderly 
ihragglers, at fome dillance from b^ntua, 
did not promife fo fair an ilTue. The horfes 
were flopped, and a fierce fon of Mars drew 
his fabre; aiid, approaching the carriage, 
demanded the object of our traveHing. I 
told him, that having been to fee about 
what his brethren were engaged, and hav- 
ing feen enough, we were now upon our 
return. I offered him the paffports; upon 
thefe he fet no value, and vowed that his 
blood fhould not be Ihed for thefe who de- 
ierted the country. When he had finifhed 
his harangue, 1 begged to knovv of him 
what claim the country had upon us, Eng- • 
lifh, his friends and allies. He feemed 
foothed by this, fheathed fils fabre, and re- 
quelled my hand. This ferviee 1 was con- 

ftrained 
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{trained to undergo with all his alTociates ; 
and, not wifliing to improve the friendlhip, 
took the earlieft opportunity of bidding 
them adieu. 

Colonges afforded us an unmolefted 
afyluna the evening of the 13th, and by 
noon of yefterday we arrived at Ge- 
neva. A halt was commanded at the 
point of crolfing the boundaries, and an of- 
ficer was preparing to infpe£t the carriage 
in queft of arms. I afked him, whether 
that was the bell method of teftifying his 
refpeft for the E.nglilh. “ Monfieur cfl: 

Anglois ?” interrupted he haftily. I re- 
plied in the affirmative. He defcendcd 
haftily from the ftep of the carriage, clofed 
the door, and wilhed us a bon voyage. 
The eyes of the Genevans were fixed upon 
us at our entrance, and for four and twenty 
hours that I have been in this qjty* nry 
principal occupation has been replying to 
the curious and inquifitive. 

What will be my next line of travel, I 
am not prepared at this moment to conjec- 
ture. 
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ture. My thoughts arc revolving the dire- 
ful events which have hlled up the laft ten 
days. Their recoiIe£tion haunts me in 
every moment of Iblitary reflediion, and 
introduces a gloom, whicii the natural buoy- 
ancy of my fpirits can with difficulty fuf- 
taiif. The recreation of a few days will 
enable me to decide upon fome plan for 
rendering my view of Continental manners 
more complete. I have a thoufand pro- 
je£ts( yet to a'ccompliffi, and a thoufand cu- 
riofities yet to indulge. I feel as if my 
buHnefs was as yet but half effedted ; and 
my mind is impatient to grafp what yet re- 
mains behind ; a checquered path is the route 
I anticipate, and fuch is indeed the def- 
tiny I prize. A fettled calm is more fatal 
than a llorm. Adverfity has lefibns of 
great and wholefome inftru£tion, and my 
heart is |;»ot fufficiently correct to leave that 
ufefol fchool. 
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Schaft haufe, Sept. 24, 1752. 

•7% /yy expedition into France having con- 
vinced me, that this is Icfs than cve^ 
the moment for travelling in that country, I 
formed my refolution of chufing a lefs em- 
barrafiecl route, and faking my courfe through 
Germany. This choice was not a little 
flrcngthened by the hope of acquiring fome 
ilight knowledge of a language, whofe maf- 
culinc accents have recommended it to my 
eftcem. I w'ould not weary myfclf with 
conftrndling a plan, as it was more than 
probable that circumRances of danger or 
caprice might induce me to depart from any 
preconcerted courfe, and render my line of 
progreflion not a little ferpentine. Laying 
down therefore no imperious rules for the 

conduct, 
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conduft, or rather the control of myfelf, I 
engaged a place in the Berne diligence for 
Broug ; and, taking leave of my friends on 
Wednefday, I quitted Geneva. 

Some few hours before my departure, 
new# were brought that the French troops 
had entered Savoy: I had no reafon to 
doubt the authenticity of the report, as I 
had heard it rumoured at Lyons, that an in- 
valion of Savoy was not very remote. It 
was differently received at Geneva, as the 
fpirit of party has produced two irrecon- 
cileable interefts in that petty republic ; and 
the rival jealoufies of ariftocracy and demo- 
cracy render it perpetually expofed to new 
revolutions. The diligence travelled with 
much expedition, and by nine o’clock the 
following morning I arrived at Berne. Un- 
derllanding that two or three hours would 
be allowed for refrefhment, I tranfported 
myfelf and my luggage from the poft-houfe 
to the Crown, where I had fropt on former 
occaifrons. Here I found an officer of the 
lo Chafleurs, 
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Chadeurs, who was juft arrived ; he had 
deferted, in company with iix more, from 
the camp at Pont Beauvoifm ; he was a man 
of a fine military appearance, and had been 
at Lyons, the day preceding that maftacrc 
to which I was witnefs. Having heard the 
fubje£t of the Paris maffacres of the fecond 
and third of September, held out as worthy 
imitation throughout the whole kingdom, 
and aware of the probability that himfelf 
would be among the vidims, he left Lyons 
precipitately, and repaired to the camp. 
The realization of his apprehenfions having 
taken place in the maffacre of the Sunday, 
he found it no longer fafe to continue in 
France ; and therefore, communicating with 
his fix fellow officers, they attempted the 
hazardous enterprize of defertion. 

They were well mounted and fuitably 
armed. They left the camp, fword in hand, 
under the diiguife of a patrole. In order 
to avoid the danger of purfuit, they climbed 
the rugged mountains of Savoy to Evian; 

frona 
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from thence crofled the Lake of Geneva to 
Nyon, and fo to Berne, with a view to join 
Monf. de Conde. I mentioned to him fome 
a£ts of violence which had been exercifed 
upon the emigrating priefts. He told me 
a circumftance of that defeription, which he 
had himfelf witnelTed. A poor prieft was 
about to crofs the frontier on the fide of 
Savoy, in order to feek fhelter in Cham- 
berri. A cannonier feeing him about to 
pafs, drew his fabre, and direifted a ftroke at 
the prieft, which mu ft have proved fatal to 
him, Ivad not a volunteer of the national 
guard interpofed his arm. This generous 
and manly Frenchman bad his arm Ihat- 
tered by the ftroke; and when the grateful 
prieft would have prefented him bis purfe, 
the latter rejected it with thefe heroic words 
— Allez ! Je ne fuisque trop pay e' en vous 
“ ayant fauve la vie.” 

1 alked him in what condition bor^ had 
left the army. He pi^iured it asivery lau- 
tinqusj^snid difcontent<^:;rairured^ me, that 
'■ , .be 



L^ETTERCLV/ 3^ 

he eottki have^ brought over' two hui^red 
meo, had he been piloted with money ; 
that Monfl Goinde had recommended him 
and his friends to continue 4n -Fnemce as 
long as po£01ble, and be conceived thai^th^ 
had fulfilled their commiflion) to ‘tiheir great 
perfonal rii^ue. My converfadon with this 
officer prevented my paying -a att^ew- 

tion to time j and the diligence went off 
without me* 1 had been phoinifed fome ' 
notice, which was not given,‘and was- the^'- 
left to^xmdnfie my journey in fbttte other 
mode. I applied to the ppff'rdioufe' 'ahii 
Hated toy complaint, but was calmly affui^^^' 
that the fault was tny own. But on my' 
exclaiming with vehemencO againH; the in- 
civility and injufUce cff this treatmeht^'thiiiy " : 
laid their heads d>gether, ' ^d-^^^^^ 
informedme for my fatisfa Aic aii ■ that they " 
would tranter my name t^ a heaSy^oM^, 

to AamMW^K-toili^ 

Bouei^' 

VOL II. A A have 
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ha^ conveytd/mei' £ bowed^gratitudd, and 
rdtnrned to^the'lGrov^* 

I never was in ia tbwn ‘which vapdnre me 
fo mudi aS' Berne. ‘ ItS' bntidings are noble, 
ita aieadea cd1hmodi»us^;and its ftieeta clean. 
It l9')>pknttki 4Q~ tl^ of a delicious 

by fcenery of great 
: niagnifice|0(% i think that 
fai!Tdunds)nie, the evident marks of a Itern 
I'gcrvernnniehti and^'a jealons police. The 
general aipeft dP' the city is "Without move- 
* tnmnt, and‘ without aiaiviiyi The pleafures 

are 

'Qaidtl^ ?pibliiibite<^^ and ' ^ i' putHie ba^io is 

t^nly^^^i^ teOeiVes the 






> ’ ' ft . , night; 
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night : I therefore was fet down at an inn 
on the way, where the condufl:hr acqnaiiited 
me I was to repofe titt the; next morning. 
This inn proved excellent, as the generdis^ 
of inns in Switzerland are* ■Tfae shoufe*^ 
full of foldiers, who wensindulging iia every' 
kind of^ feftiwity. Th» was ia rcgioient^ 
whofe campaign being .now expirsdi ■ the 
foldiers were returning to the toils, of agriN 
culture, from which they had heeil' takep 
to defend the ftontiers of th# country. 
The profpeft of repofe upew their xatiye* 
mountains, and amidft the embtaces ofitheir 
families, gaye. birth to th** mbftiiiyely ienid^ 
tions of joy. As I foundfe theiOfficers fopped 
alone, I requefted the:htmor,qf jbiidA&^ 
party. They received ■•me very politely* 
and though they fpofce a barbarous and ah- 
moft unintflUgihle diaje^ w^ had 
werfetion feme length* I fo 

them tW 

rancfi,|n 

AA2 
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iljfe 


p^ti^ con- 

tlalie4o^3^iiy»le:it^^^ .whole 

the op- 
They 
Ja- 


of Umjted mo- 

aw^yj^aod, ^fjl^rtjf^ ; 

^Qppofei^ pf qpprpilion, and the 

defirous of 

^e^-p|>^pd;C5f^^^ |Wle?gue againft 

that 

1^ in 

IP d<)%U!^lqB t;v9e&ty|fiye millions 

’.V^. ».■•■ ■>■ i'- ^ ' ' '■•*”- ’ <4 ' ' ji.-.O. . "t .. , ,,, » , ; 


j.-hijr ’j^yfef^'^an^'-^ in my 


way tihe jiitiiei of A'iortfefi fitu- 

aifysdMp0!Ot Jbf brow of ai rdo^ an^ foSelTea 


loiut ex-. 
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a book- 

feller, he^ o^ldiotiljr fell 

it to ftringereV it b«^ 
of tbofe booki frotn 'Which ' tbb iMitivi^^ a 
excl uded . EvCi^ public catalOj^b bf bOoka 
ilTued at Bernb, is arranged accqfdihg to the 

■ '■■ " r - ' > - ‘r ; ' * ■; 

political views of the gbvernoi^ ; and thole 
publications of which they difapprove,’ arO' 
branded with ah afterilkj threatening with 
the penalties 6f%e law ihofe Who purchafe 
or read theni. This treatil^ of l^abinid ap- 
pears Ito be written with a faithful attention 
to fads, and certainly pblTeilfes a Hire andf 
energy which enter into few conipofitiona 
of a linailar nature.. It iSt tranllated into 


German, and has, ' Tam informed; a' vciy 
extei^iive,. though' clan^leftine circulation. 

i arrived at Aaraw ih the evening; and 
was icfdged at an inn w^ere hi>t|im^ hut 
German, was iipt^en. As t Ihiil -^ht jiift 


was f^uelled bw of few phraes; 1 was not 

a little 




;e; ‘ and 


A A 3 
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ii After'-wattijerihg fome 

I en- 

■ for 'tfie^ffel^d^iftg illght in the 

j^eriib^diligertSe, cbtiVey nie to 

&bujg/ ;'|$£llbd ' ‘fHofe^'md 

^ ddy d till toWn. I was 

ibttify^rb^id^iiyd to' ^ and fpent 

th« principal part of my time, in ranging 
amtong fotne dreary wilds and quarries 
which furround this place. The arrival of 
the' ^Berpe cqaph :at midnight relieved me 
, my melancholy, iind conveyed me by 


fhur o’clock to Broug. After fleeping two 
'*oi(ttii^ ^ot:^,T m fefp'e£ting a 

carr^ag^ ' an13 hoft^^^ Scha]0fhahIb.: The 
' exori^dce^ 0^^^ deiiiihd“ ihide ' by the 
'hbil^tSjppciredlil^l^^^^^ he 

v’thj^^h^Waa' the 

a ' l-£k^ . jT- 

4^pii5 


.V.-ISi 
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he afiured inie {plq expence, 

excepting j^deed turnpikq#, ipaiTagjes by 
water, poftiUqm,... drink- money » and other 
fundries, vvith which he had nO concern. I 
paid my money without a inurmur j and 
thankingHeavenl was no exto^lpner, leaped 
into the chaife, which immediately drove 
off. 
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; I . - ■ , : _ , '' ' ■ • ' 

T WAS haraflTed the whole journey between 
Bourg and this palace, by the^ daring im- 
pofulqus of iunkeepers, poftilions^ &c. In- 
depi^dent ..o£,t^o pafiages by vrater, for 
■ whiishl pmd h^fon^^ Tome ** droits 

*• de -^heminiV w^h, I; fuppofe were de- 
. maided f^tent^an attempt 

WS8 m^.^t p^cc whpe I 

^^S.!Cp|p,^nd 

A A 4 and 



3<ip L E T T K R CLVII. 

jtbat 1 ,ga] domplete trl> 
umph. From this half-way F came 


pgft | .Tlikis wajs* tpcluded in my 

ccmtra;^ on the 

way. jtp , b{Ut his . l^prfc;, after giving 
th^ wjiatl to laft for the day, 

apptieii to me/or payittcnt. FlujChcd with 
the yi<^bigr gainii^ over the poftmafter, I 
began, to pombat with equal violence this 
d^and of th^ Myfuccefs was 

not to my expeAatioq. . He was per- 
ill his cUim, ^nd r^fufed to mount 
his Wrfe till the bill was fettled* This was 
a threat too ferious to be re.h%d > I.th.ere- 
fere ,paid the fcore, and mttttering .ipdig- 
n^ion, was whirled to SfchajBFhapIb. , . Thote 


l^pg. no poft eft^tifhed betwe(:i^JBrptigim<i 

thi? place, , it ,.nnderRarid^,a^ ]jCbm 

t^^^ ipnkef^r.and.thlBflpQlft- 
ihlRer*to|>ia^'|i}j;p e 
t6 cq^mit.th^ 
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of the el^ln^y thfe; hoble tafcade 

I kooW hbt" wftat t6' ib|)i'radd to ihy 
former eiilt^iubis of thia- maJefUc ^^acle. 
Though the body of Water Was hot i^ulte ib 
great as lifloh my former Wifit) its tumuttu* 
ous waves were tumbling over the - rocks 
with ftupendous' violence} and the roar of 
its fall was that of accumulated thunders. I 
feated rhyfelf In front of it, and regarded 
with fixed attention the three magnificeht, 
branches into Wbleh the river is divided. It 
feems ihrprifing that the columns which 
fepairate thele branches, Ihould be able to ^ 
fift the rapidity of a river, whofe violence 
is hot to bd 'defcribed, whofe bed is at- 
rea<%'‘ftrisfwtrd’ With^fb* many trophies of its 
fury;*? ‘The 'htSght from which this river U 
pretjphhtedy'-'lt'ifitdt be cohfeiSed^ when 
• cdhif^^' Widi many othisr £dis,is very in- 
oOh^3iiab}4 ^ - ‘'What lendem this' ihOre ap' 
piheht^^lKt^-dxWeme'w 

narrow* 
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ipd ^tKe height the* only dimenfion 
^tWiicK^ftrifee^^ the j fpe^ator- 6 eye. In the 
here' eschibitedi' the breadth of the 


the Vater form the 
' ¥hete' arti hbwever, a thoufand 
^ which an atten- 
cfefe and in the 

' Miteffi^iiatiort:' bf ' whitih‘ !a mind open to 

feel a fovereign 
: r which the 

:^0H,]^eVi6u8tb their them 

%ritS»"ahd vatleiies of the xnoft ex- 
. quiihie beauty. Thefe waters do’iAbt fall in 

ft iroick^by'^hich they defcend, 
Some fall un- 
iropidfe ; 




increafe 
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increafe that ftupendous tumult, which , fills 
the paiad with folemnity, and. the fur- 
rounding fcenes with its echoes. I have 
before remarked, and had occafion to feel it 
again, that the fcenery around this, jioble 
cafcade gives it a number of pi^urefijue 
beauties. No pencil could defign a more 
happy choice or diippfition of obje^Sf. than 
enter into the circumjacent landfcape ; all 
the parts of which . aid that ,encbanti|ient 
which thofe regions infpire. r I quitted 
with regret thofe delicious fcenes at t^ let- 
ting of the fun. -■ 

I have found Schaffhaufe, in itfelfi^ ex- 
trenciely . dnlh The houfe' is not yt^y full, 
. and the Table d’H'bte but ill at^nded. Peo- 
ple ace veey referved het’e nponiih^.liib^ 
of French ptditics ^ may judge of 

the genetaUty froffii tonn of w 
iwfadm 4;«0nverfe^fthis part of i 3 ^«rta^land 
is notaywju bpftik’ to^rFrench^ 

bamlh ^gaze^s if to|l>g^oce 

which 
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which might hold out to their fuhjc^s, that 
the arms of the combined Powers are not 
invincible. An Abbd * from Strafbourg 
aimifed us i^th the information/ that a 

A 

meeting had been lately^ called in that city, 
in oasder t^ economy of reli- 

gi^}^#pdvmao 5 |.pi^na^s^ prefented for 
Tedodng/l|ie numbeif chprches^ and 

cfmtmtiag ilhe to the 

u^M tibe)%ite* ,vQne>prQpoied that the 
ol«;te^ re4uced to 

jthe CathpllM, a fecond for 
tho^m^ants, an.4 o- third Jor the Jews, 
Ano^il^ifi^u^jly Uberali and^ yet mpfe eco- 
m»hiti^|:eni»ihe4) th^t thf cathedr^d .might 
• .be^ 
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. '•■■' -■ • >-r ” - 

^ Ulm, Sept, M 

J^URiNG my ihdrt refidence at SchaiS^ 
haufe, the weather was y^ry 
able, and very little company in the 
fo that I found' myfelf at a bfs to fiH uj^' 
thofe leifore faouraW^ch l^ufuaHy iiletieta' 
to cheerful converfatidn^ ahd iS^e a^l^aactag 
aiiiufemeht. Much depends upon the^^O't' ^ 
meter, in a Svtifs town. ‘ Eveiy 
this ftupendoUs country po^dQ^s imiuiet^^ 
which the unvitiated' tafte emiftufeaft luponl 
with luxury.^ mounudffit ae^ 
promomori<^*Hhd>eaie»die8^ 
under the aufptees of i^^enial - ficyi 
alone be enjoyed in .a temperaU^teHhff 
fphere. The Swifs towns pofielsjhOHire*' 
fources <^yunll.the ftorm-^no afylum againft 

the oppreffbee tapours trfti foggy air. 

theatres 
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QQfiib^hCfufeei; ace allowed, and 


jnociO of |tlH^e > impoitaat levities permitted 
r^Ueye the/pUnetic mind. 

I was confined to > my : quarters by Cata- 
lans of rain ; and, e;icceptiog the firft Even- 
ing* of my arrival, :have not obtained, a 
gUmpfe of the fun.; My .prihcipal occupa- 
tion .w^defigning plans of my intended 
*QRtc, ag^^^eatfiog fome crabbed; words 
sfrpin.- ;tlKB 00rman yoeabulary. . I find this 
ipecies of matter. Ima- 


^gmet^jthe fdifficui^ of commencing a lan- 
guagi^ .whole terms fiur the moll part bear 
aoij^mPance^to thofe of the languages- 
lilisall^fB^Kiidied,-^ you 

t4|looviih:init^ ewigheit/’ to :£ter- 

Q.£termtd, or^.'^Eternita ? 



isititetohetween 


felicity tl^elicitaS, 
te|i0sfieUririb^^lEhi;2^^ 





fail 
common 
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common necefTaries df life, in ^hich it ac- 
cords almofl; accurately with the Engliih, I 
find it a language new in all its particulars. 
In defpite however of its difficulty and its 
harfhnefs, 1 am determined to take thet^ly 
fure and infallible method of acquiring it, 
by mixing with the natives. ■ ; , 

Befieged by the florms of Tuefday, I di- 
verted my fpleen, by meditating fome p^ahs 
for the accomplifhment of this end^ ai^ 
refolved upOn one’, in the execiitloft Of 
which I am already embarked. In- <ny 
eager curiofity to run over a wide tr^ck of 
country, my eyes faftened upon Vienna. 
Defire fees no dtfficulty*-<4reflefrion muf- 
tered up an hoft. 1 at lengtb determined 
to avail; myXelf , of the cour^el ofimy huad- 
lord, andrcequeftedttd know how 
from yi^finaf ? t He : tpld^ ni^ : ahotMr £piie 
hmdred f^nnaSh jxriliii, or above iive<iiuh- 
■ dred- EoglHlni ’ I vrifh^d' ^ 

Wharkin'd^tif ot^^yinbepaffiid^oitf 
to thatleaj^tali'imd the leaiS ekpehflvrriie- 

■ ■ thod' 
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thed of .^avelUDg. He :aflured me that I 
]^onded the ieafon was not too far 
atb^^atieed, perform the journey without 
miieh coft. In order to this 1 muft take 
the poft waggon to Ulm, which was about 
thirty' leagues^ and then embark upon the 
E^msbe for Vienna. This pleafihg intel- 
hgmice elevated my fpirits, and decided my 
IH^ofe. ' 1 fought out the poft-houfe, todic 
a place in the waggon for Wednefday, and 
returned to dinner urith hilarity. 

’Our Tabie d’Hfite was not numeroully 
attended, but the converfation was fpirited. 
I wUS tiot a Uttled amufed by a coachful of 
French^ travellers from Stralburg, who en- 
tered the room, dreffed in the fanciful habits 
of players. They qsn fur- 

roUdiidX h table near us^ and chatted. 


lat%hidj i and dined, without foHcitude or 
teliNe. ■ iTie recktnih^, which 

in the 

mij^h <IM1 the 


Of inpediofiiy were dealt 
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out againft the iniquity of the hoft, who 
received, or rather reverberated, the fliocks, 
with the phlegmatic fturdinefs of a Swils 
landlord. The bill was at length difcharged, 
with an alTurance, that though a thoufand 
accidents might bring them into that quar- 
ter of the world, no inducement {hould 
prevail on them again to enter his houle. 
“ Gardez votre parole, Meflieurs,” retorted 
the landlord calmly; “ Je n’en ferai pas 
“ fache.” 

I had an opportunity in the afternoon 
of obferving the impatience of an Engliih- 
man, who appeared an ill match for con- 
tinental embarralTments, The tardy move- 
ments of the Swifs produced a feries of in- 
temperate reproaches, which fell harmlels, 
and appeared neither to wound their ears, 
nor accelerate their motions. When the 
horfes were put to, and he was about to* 
enter, he difeovered a horfe faftened be- 
hind. He wifhed to know the reafon of 
this, and was told that the poftilion having 

vpL. II. B B occafloa 
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occafion to take back a horfe, had faftened 
him there for that purpofe. The Englifli- 
man wifhed to know why his permiffion 
had not been previoufly alked — ^adding, 
“ En Angleterre, on n’oferoit faire cela Ians 
“ m*en demander la permiffion.” “ Oh I” 
replied the landlord, “ quant a cela, on ne 
** s*en foucie pas dans ce pays-ci.” “ Adieu, 
“ mon ami,” faid the Englifliman pointedly, 
“ nous fommes bien fur un niveau and 
fpringing into his carriage, put an end to 
the dialogue. 


LETTER CLIX. 


J LEFT SchafThaufe on Wednefday morn- 
ing, under the evil aufpices of a de- 
luging run. I had never yet feen a Ger-* 
man poll waggon, or at lead had never re- 
garded it with the attention which my 
prefent intereft In it now dilpofed me to 

do. 
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Jo. I was fummoned about eight o’clock 
to attend at the poft-houfe. The whole 
money was here paid, and I was left to 
(lifpute for myfelf the priority and prece- 
dence of place. The waggon was made to 
contain eight perfons, and though called 
by this name, which is here a general term 
for all carriages, it refembled in form a 
coach or caravan. Underneath pafs two 
leathers of vaft ftrength and thicknefs, 
conne£led at their feveral extremities with 
fprings, and upon thefe refts the body of 
the carriage. Having, not without feme 
difficulty, taken my- feat, and the machine 
being put in motion, I began to reconnoitre 
my company, and form fome conje(3:ure of 
the amufement I was to derive from this 
fingular expedition. Our carriage had got 
its complement. The vilenefs of the road, 
and the inceilant rain, rendered our motion 
very fluggifli, though drawn by fix horfes. 

I could not help obferving the eafy man- 
ner in which every paffenger- accommo- 
fi B 2 dated 
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dated hlmfelf, upon alTuming his feat in this 
machine. He took off his hat, drew from 
his pocket a night-cap, which he inftantly 
put on, and then kindling his travelling 
pipe of ebony, prepared to enjoy himfelf. 

I was not fufFered to continue long in 
mute obfervation; fome queftions were 
addrcifed to me in German. I was jud 
learned enough to acquaint them, that if 
they intended to converfe with me, it muft 
be through fome other medium. There 
happened fortunately to be among the com- 
pany, a Swifs, who Ipoke French. He adfeJ 
as interpreter between me and the German?, 
and explained to me occafionally thofe parts 
of the converlation which appeared the mod 
amufing. Though I had pafled through 
different parts of Germany, I mixed fo lit- 
tle with the natives, that I had not formed 
by any means a juft conception of their 
character. The German Swifs is indeed a 
filent and a fullen animal; but the true 
German appears to me, though cool, yet 

capable 
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capable of animation ; cautious, yet com- 
municative : he can be cheerful without 
levity, and grave without ftupidity. 

The calm of our fociety was fcarcely 
eftablilhed, when one of thofe accidents, 
which the uncouth fyftems of German me- 
chanics not unfrequently produce, threw us 
into the utmoft condcrnation. One of thofe 
immenfe leathers which pafs under the body 
of the carriage burft, and the machine 
plunged inllantly on one fide, and rolled for- 
ward in this manner for fome f^w paces. At 
length the carriage being ftopped, we feram- 
bled out, and in the midft of a horrible quag, 
and under a driving rain, we remained, till 
by chains, ropes, &c. a fubditute was con- 
ilruiSted for the broken leather. After being 
again ordered in, a fudden crack brought 
the conductor again from his feat, and we 
were re-ordered into the cold rain and 
mire, to wait the efied of another effort of 
German mechanics. 

B B 3 


.1 mufl , 
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I muft confcfs that this fpecimen' of tlie 
poft waggon, and its cmbarraflinents, rather 
chilled my ardor, and alarmed me with 
evil prognoftics. Decided, however, to 
await the iflue, I refumed my place, after 
the neceflary reparations had been made, 
and we moved cautioufly and fafely to the 
port town, where we Hopped at the poft- 
houfe to dine. Here I learnt, with mut!i 
dilTatisfaftion, that I w’as to part with my 
company. The carriage in which we came 
was bound (or Stutgard, and parted imme- 
diately after dinner, leaving me to wait, in 
company with the German Swifs, the ar- 
rival of the Ulm coach. As I could neither 
underlland here, nor be underftood, after 
making an experiment in my new lan- 
guage without fuccefs, I felt myfelf fur- 
rounded by barbarians; and dreading pe- 
culation and robbery, I gathered up the 
articles which belonged to me, wrapped 
fpyfclf round in my travelling cloak, and, 

tl^rowjng 
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throwing myfelf on the ground, pafTed a 
long interval bclide my property in inter- 
rupted flumbers. 
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have read of voyagers caft by fome 
evil chance upon a defert ifie, where 
the rude accents of the natives convey no 
fenfe to the ear, and where all communi- 
cation has been maintained by external 
fymbols. Such was the fituation into 
which I was plunged at this miferable 
houfe, and in which 1 continued till a late 
hour of the night. The arrival of dif- 
ferent waggons, and the entrance of feveral 
companies, rouzed me from that torpor 
which my helplefs condition had generated. 
I now began to direct my obfervation to 
the carriages arrived, and was vigilant to 
difcover if the name of Ulm Ihould be 

B 4 uttered. 
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Uttered. Various carriages were announced, 
and different parties entered and difap- 
peared, till at a very late hour the name of 
Ulm was loudly proclaimed, and I was 
made to underlland that the carriage bound 
to that city was now arrived. I foon ob- 
ferved a man bearing off upon his Hioulders 
my portmanteau. I followed him with 
my ecritoire, cloak, &c. and attended him 
to the waggon, in which he packed my 
portmanteau, and delivering my ecritoire 
into his hands for the fame purpofe, I re- 
turned. He Ihortly rejoined me, reftoring 
me the writing-cafe, and uttering fome un- 
intelligible words, diredked me to go up 
ftairs. I tried various ways to divine what 
this might mean, but in vain. I obeyed 
him at length with reluctance, but foon 
defeending a fecond time, placed myfelf 
befide the waggon, when the knave, as I • 
had pictured him, came up to me, uttered 
again fome rapid expreilions, and taking 
Qte by the arm, re-conduCted me up ftairs. 

II I was 
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I was now embarralTed and enraged. I flew 
to the office) addreffed the Commiffalre in 
French, and entreated him to explain this 
matter. My language was Coptic to him ; 
he returned me no anfwer, but gently 
fliook his head. 

Thus baffled by ignorance on the one 
hand, and circumvented, as it feemed, by 
knavery on the other, I once again repaired 
to the waggon, took my defk under my 
arm, and my cloak upon my fhoulder, re- 
folving not to abandon my poll, till I 
fliould comprehend the deftiny of my port- 
manteau, in which my own was involved. 
While I was thus torturing myfelf with 
imaginary fears, the company bound for 
Ulm were fupping. At length, my perle- 
cutor approached me a third time, took my 
defk from under my arm, not without fome 
refinance on my part, put it into the feat 
of a fmall uncovered cabriolet which flood 
near, at the fame time diredling me to take 
my place in this carriage. I obeyed; the 

German 
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German Swlfs followed, the polliHoii crack- 
ed his whip, and we rolled away with great 
velocity. I now conlidered all as loft. My 
refiftance had been exhaufted, and ray re- 
ftediions upon the fuppofed iniquity of tlie 
people whom I had juft quitted, fupplicd me 
with matter of anxious occupation till we 
arrived at the poft-houfe. The cold was 
rather violent, and the only defence I had 
againft it was an immenfe cloak, which T 
had purchafed at Geneva. This was five 
clls wide, and altnoft a quarter of an inch 
thick. To this I added a fur cap, and, by 
way of defence, a tolerable weapon of Ge- 
neva manufacture. Such were my travel- 
ling accoutrements, and fuch my armour 
againft ftorms and robbers. 

I could not help obferving how little im- 
preflion the chilling air of the night ap- 
peared to make on my hardy companion. 
He had neither cloak nor gloves, yet never 
uttered a murmur. Our carriage was very 
and the poftilion drove with great 

violence. 
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violence, not appearing to have any choice 
of track. We ran over all the obftacles of 
a rough and flony road without difcrimi- 
nation, and at al)Out two o’clock in the 
morning w^ere fet down at the poft-houfe. 
Here we were left to £hift for ourfelves. 
Obferving the Svvifs loading himfclf with 
his luggage, I took my ecritoire and the 
other few articles I poflelfed, and feram- 
bling in the dark through piles of mud, I 
reached the door of the poft-houfe. I 
threw myfelf on the ground when I entered 
the common room, and wrapping royfdf 
in my cloak, flept till four o’clock, when 
the very man who had fo perfecuted me at 
the laft ftation, awoke me, by announcing 
that the waggon was ready to proceed, and 
intreating feme trink-gclt^ or drink- money, 
for his fervices, ' I now made feme figns 
refpeding my portmanteau, which he com- 
prehended, and made me underftand that it 
was fafely ftowed in the large waggon. I 
l)egan ppvy to comprehend what had fo 

greatly 
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greatly diftrelTed me, and what was after- 
wards more fully explained. The waggon 
having more than its complement, an extra 
carriage had been taken for myfelf and the 
Swifs, and the luggage divided, in order to 
charge both equally. 

It was now four o’clock, and the great 
waggon being fet oiT, myfelf and the Swifs 
were put into a cabriolet, with two others. 
One of thefe was a man of no ungenteel 
appearance, and feemed to poffefs great 
wit and pleafantry. 1 underftood fcarce any 
thing of w'hat he faid, yet the exprelllon of 
his countenance, and the humour of his 
manner, provoked, not lefs in myfelf than in 
thofe who underftood him better, uninter- 
rupted laughter. The mirth occafioned by 
this Kvely traveller operated as an antidote 
againid the chilling fogs of the morning, 
and we arrived at Moefkirch in great ipi- 
rits. Here we wei'e brought together round 
a liirge table, and, the c(mdu<3:or preliding 
at the meal, a very good repafl: was ferved 

up. 



LETTER CLX. 381 

up. We had fcarcely more than ninepence 
each to pay for coffee and dinner. Our 
company was numerous ; the feveral mem- 
bers of it were Jiere rallied ; and dinner 
being ended, and accounts fettled, the fame 
arrangement was obferved as in the morn- 
ing, and the carriages being feverally 
charged, were again put in motion. 


LETTER CLXr. 

TTpon re-entering the cabriolet, our wit 
^ renewed his vivacity, and began to play 
off his jokes with as much rapidity and 
humour as before. The fourth member of 
our party was a merchant, native of Ulm, 
who fpoke forae few words of French, 
and interpreted occafionally fome parts of 
thofe lively fallics which produced fo much 
diverffon* My paffion for the German 

language 
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language increafes in proportion to the em- 
barraflinents to which the ignorance of it 
expofes me. I employed all thofe moments 
in which mirth languilhed, in ftudying 
thofe parts which are the ground-work of 
converfation. Next to the uncouthnefs 
of the terms themfelves, upon which I have 
before infifted, the lingularity of arrange- 
ment becomes the moft important difficulty. 
The firft is fimply the work of memory, 
the latter of habit; the firft may be con- 
quered by ftudy, the latter can only be fur- 
raounted by obfervaiion : the firft may be 
combated in folitude, the latter mull be 
met in fociety. Some rules, I obferve, are 
offered to diredl this arrangement of words, 
and fome few analogies to account for it ; 
yet fo many exceptions cxift to the firft, and 
fo many obje£tions to the laft, that the ear 
appears ultimately to be the arbiter ; and 
the ear can be no farther accurate, than as 
it is corredled and formed by habit and ex- 
perience. 



LETTER CLXr. 385 

We flopped in the evening at Kiedlln- 
gen, and had fcarcely commenced fuppec 
before our pleafant companion, who was 
now at his journey’s end, approached to 
take leave. This he did with a fpecies of 
ceremony, which in England would pafs for 
a very uncivil freedom. After fupper, I 
had an opportunity of fpeaking to a gentle- 
man and his family, amounting to fix per- 
fons, who formed the principal part of the 
waggon company. I found them to be na- 
tives of Bafle ; and to my great fatisfadion, 
bound equally with myfelf to Vienna, This 
•gentleman fpoke Engliflr and French re- 
markably well j the former he had learnt in,, 
the Weft Indies, where he had palTed much 
of the earlier part of his life. He had a 
very ftrong predile«3:ion for my country- 
men, in whofe fociety he had mixed at 
Copenhagen, where he had alfo pafled Home 
years. The liberal encomiums beftowed 
ttpon the Englifli charaifler, attached me 
To him, and gr4ve him in my eftimauoii 

cre^C 
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credit for (Qualities, which a farther acquaint- 
ance will, I truft, confirm. Our couverfa- 
tion was interrupted by a fummons to re- 
fume our feats in the waggon, and thus 
through an intenfc cold we travelled till 
eight o’clock in the morning. My cloth- 
ing was infufficient to counteradl the feve- 
rities of this night, which penetrated my 
limbs, and banilhed fleep from my eye-lids. 
We only flopped fufiicient time to change 
horfes, and then proceeded to Ulm, through 
a denfer fog than I almofl ever witnefled. 

Upon arriving before the gates of the 
city, our names were demanded, and we 
were then fuffered to pafs. We were driven 
to a comfortable inn, where my limbs after 
ibiiie Kttle repofe began to recover their fen- 
fibility. We had been two complete days 
and nights making a journey of not an 
hundred miles. A great part of the co.un- 
try was laid under water, and the roads 
were niiferably ploughed up, and deluged 
by bkrriages and rain. As I have already 

‘deferib^d 
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defcribeil the poft waggon, I (hall only add, 
thsLibefe carriages travel with poft horfes, 
are under the'^ire^Jiion of government, like 
the £ngli(h mail-coaches, though certainly 
not Co light nor fo rapid. The price of tra- 
velling in them is extremely moderate, the 
fare did not amount to more than feven or 
eight iliillings, and at every ftation fix 
kreutzers are given. to the poftilion. 

Ulm is a town of great antiquity, and 
ranks next to Auglburg in the circle of 
Swabia. It appears dull, though populous ; 
and pofiefies neither beauty nor adjtivity. It 
has the reputation trf very fuperior manu- 
fadxures, in ftufFs, linen, cotton, &c. I have 
heard its clock-work mentioned as one of 
its moft produ^ive branches of commerce. 
I took a turn round the town, but dUcor 
vered nothing of importance in its archi- 
te^ure, except the tower of the cathedral, 
which is a very fine edifice. Judging, of 
this town from its hiftory and genQrail..iglia- 
raCter, 1 am inclined to fuppofe thajb^ .t^<^ 
little external appearance of a^lvity arifea 
VOL. II. c c from 
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from the number of inhabitants occupied 
in the different manufadorics; and. that tbe 
hour which I chofe for reconnoitring the 
town, was one in which the ftreets were 
thinned, to fill the work-fliops and ware* 
houfes. 

I am now preparing to take advantage of 
a barge, which is this day to fet off for 
Vienna. Though I was more difpofed to 
reft thah to travel, and am fufiiciently fa- 
tigued to wifti for fome intermiflion, I have 
lengaged myfelf as paffenger in the veffel; 
of which if I ftiould n^leA to profit, 1 
muft wait another week, and run fome 
rifque of letting the feafon go by. The 
paffengers are faid to be very numerous, 
and ^ what the viciftltudes of this voyage 
give birth to, ihall be tranfmitted when 
oecaftOh offers. 1 move too rapidly to ob- 
ferve with accuracy, or write with precifion;* 
of this ^you are aware, and in this conftder- 
atlop 1 find my acquittal* 
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Donavert» Sept, ig, tygi^ 
j0ETWEEN two and three o’clock on the 
Friday, I proceeded, in company with 
four Frenchmen, down to the place where 
the barge was moored. Thefe Frenchmen 
were young ftudents at a neighbouring uni« 
verfity, and were infufferably riotous. "They 
dined at the inn from which I ftarted, and 
faftened themfelves upon me fans certmome* 
This was a circumilance by no means' in 
my favour, as Frenchmen are, I find, gene* 
rally difliked. I had an early prodf of the 
difadvantage occafioned by it. I had icarcely 
entered the barge, when one of the pro* 
’prietors addrefied me with fome-deg;ree of 
rudenefs, aiked me if I was not a Fiefich- 
man, whether I had a German pt^Spbtt, re* 
peating frequently and fternly, that, if I 
was a Frenchman, I ihould not pafs, and 
c c 2 that 
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that a French paflport would anfwer no 
end. I replied fullenly, that I was an JEnijr 
lifhman; and upon being ' prcflTed, pro- 
duced a German paflport, which { had pur- 
cKafed at SchafFhaufe for a few kreutzers. 
This appeared to fatisfy them, and I replaced 
‘ it in my bofom. 

I was afloniihed at my arrival upon the 
banks of the river, to obferve fo large a 
cospfvthyt at leaft fifty pafiengers, many of 
whom were accompanied by their friends 
and nelations, attending on the ihore to bid 
adhm, to fee us loofe our cables. All 
pre|«ra.uons being finally amnged, luggage 
fioM^, ,ahd pafictigers on board, the fignal 
WM giyeUf the Cable ioofened, and the cur- 
rent the river began to : bear us along 
frofu tbe croud of ifieidlators which covered 
the &ori^ 4hd who prayed aloud to Heaven 
m tts'a prosperous voyage,r; The Da- • 
which t^fes ifr ho d^hee from 
F*h50^ig, for vcflels 

Ir^h^bar^c wa in by 

rough ''j^hklj ah har is di^bfed at' each 

extremity, 
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extremity, whofe. principal ufe is to aflrft the 
current againd the wind, and is feWora ufed 
but when tnti^ latter is contrary. Thefc 
barges cannot proceed in the night, nor 
when the wind is very violent, on account 
of the bridges under which they have to 
pafs. As the day was far advanced before 
we left Ulm, we made but five leagues, and 
brought to before Gunfburg. On landing’ 
here, we were inftantly accoded by a com- 
miflaire, who demanded our country, cha- 
radcr, and paflport. The four Frenchmen 
were immediately flopped: the failors had 
reprefented to ^ them the impolfibility of 
paffing, but they, had treated the notice 
with ridicule. I found afterwards, that not 
without cqpfiderable delay, and by virtue of 
their being ftudents, they did at length efi- 
feifl a pafiage. As they were not at prefent 
allowed to proceed, I here took my leave of 
them with no great regret. In general, no- 
thing is more difgufting than a young 
FrenchmauT-empty, volatile, and obtrufive. 
The Freqchipaii of a ripened age is a com* 

, ^ c c 3 panionable 
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panionable man. He has ufuaUy much 
knowledge of the world, and abounds in 
yjmecdote. The fober gra;K:> of age % 
animated in him by the embers of his 
youthful pafiions. Experience has tranf. 
muted, volatility ipto vivacity, and taught 
the rebel fpirits to flow within their juft 
current. 

But to return — The inns at Gunfburg 
would fqarcely contain us. We moved in 
bodies up to the town ; and feparating into 
different companies, fought accommodations 
in different quarters of the town. We flip- 
ped at the Table d’H6te j where, finding a 
German, inhabitant of the place, whp fpokc 
Engllfli, I enquired pf him fome particulars 
pf the voyage.’ He affured me, we had 
nef r fiye hundred rniles Englifli to go, and 
,^t the number of days in which we may 
c^pelft to perform this voyage, is uncertain, 
foreigners, tajhen in the general, have an 
inquifitivenefs whiph,.fuits ifl the conftitu- 
tional referye of an Englifhman. This ap- 
pear^ he confiderably augmented, if not 

aKoIutely 
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abfolutely created, by the liberties of a Table 
d’H6te. It would Teem in England not a 
little impertiiifcnt, to alk the bufmefs of any 
gentleman who is travelling to any definite 
place : yet, upon being told that I was on 
my way to Vienna, a member of the com- 
pany made no fcruple of afking me with- 
out circumlocution, “ What was my ob- 
“ jedl in going to Vienna ?” As I was not 
difpofed to develope my plan, and knew of 
no law which bound me to a pofitive an- 
fwer, I contented myfelf with an evafivc 
remark, and fhortly retired* 

There is fomething very cheerful in the 
nature of a Table d*H6te; it is a pomt 
around which the fcattered individuals rally, 
and find here the amufement of a diverfi- 
i^ed and periodical fociety. In moments of 
fatigue and languor they are lefs grateful; 
the flagging fpirits are, in.fuch a cafe^ befl; 
reftored — ‘hot by fociety and ejcertioit— but 
by retirement and repofe. 

cc 4 
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Donavert, Sept. 29, 179?. 
TttT'V^fiEN five and fix o’clock this morn- 
ing, a fuhinlons was fent for all to rife, 
and hold themfelves in readinefs to renew 
thfe voyagte. After a cup of coffee, I joined 
the ^afffittgers, who were affembling and 
crowding down to the vcflel. I was 
cHafnied'with thefcehety on quitting Gunl- 
btitgi The banks of the river were clothed 
a" varied aiid charming verdure; 
v^o4aand moifiitains, fbftehed by the gen- 
deliiFbigence-^^ .fun, exhibited a 

|fieafing fffefliadev ' We^v^^ brought 
on'iihOte t30 dine ar a towft oil bur way, and 
aj^lti' came ‘ tb an anchot tKis evening, in 
ofder ;.to pa& the night at Pomtverti The 
Imi- to yvh cphdutSedf' is very 

f^E»fimdy:fiti^ bani» (bf ihe 

inodati^ini ^ 

. This 
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This d^y has paiTed in a variety of amufe» 
merits ; the paflengers have begun to form 
a fpecies of Iboiety j and, throwing off the 
referve of ftrangers, to intermix with fome 
degree of confidence. From the profped; 
of a long continuance in each other’s fo-'- 
ciety, each has been zealous to difcovi^r 
fome recommendatory qualities. Anecdotes 
and enigmas filled up the greater portion of 
to-day ; as I comprehend but little, I did 
not fuffer the time to elapfe without a ftu> 
dious application to my German elements; 
This was occafionally relieved by diverting 
experiments in the line of converfation. 
The family from Bafle, before announced, 
appear^people of refpedtability. All that I 
have yet learnt concerning thetn is,that the 
fituatioq of political affairs at Bafle has im- 
pelled them to this emigration. Tbreat- 
‘ ened by France, on one fide, and urged to 
bofttle meafttrei by' the combined Powers On 
the Others 'this difivaSed town is between 
two batteries ^ and thofe.who ptefer the fe- 
Cnrity of their families to the pro^werhy of 

their 
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thdir fortuaes, are amply juftified in aban- 
doning their agitated countr y. The el^e ft 
" daughter of this family is « girl of a very 
pleafant countenance, and genteel manners. 

The next acquaintance to whom I lhall 
introduce you, la a young man, native of 
Hungary. He has been to BrulTels, and is 
on his return to that Idngdom. The objed 
of his expedition was, to acquire the French 
lahgua^ ; and the expences of it were de- 
frayed by leilbns in the German during his 
relidence in Brabant. He difcovers a very 
conllderable portion of good nature, and is 
not dellitute of talents. The next is a 
thiadame Vogel from Zurich, of whofe cha- 
xa£t%r I am perfe£lly ignorant. She has, 
however, attra£l;ed' cOnliderable attention by 
the fuperioriry of her converfation, and by 
repeating from memory, tales, anecdotes, 
and verfes of nncomuian length. She is a • 
wbman of an agreeable height and figure: 
dtcr' counteni|hcei nrftt^rpnireifin^^ 
ijiiyet intiwelMngi^'ahd plays her fine 
eyes ** dorr heavcmp de coquet iShe is 

attended 
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attended by a man, who has the appendages, 
though not very much the air, of an officer, 
' Betides ihe(e, there is a Lieutenant of 
Huflars from Darmtiadt, a man of a very 
refpedlable appearance* To judge from an 
early acquaintance, he unites to the qualities 
of the foldier, the virtues of the man. He 
appeared ftudious to enter into converfation 
with me, upon our getting on board ; and, 
as he fpeaks French, pur acquaintance w'a$ 
not long in forming. He profefies himfelf 
extremely attached to the Englifh nation, 
as his father, who was alfo a military man, 
pafled a number of years among thofe Hef- 
fians employed in the Britifh fervicc* : He 
bore a confiderable part amongfi tfie a^ors 
in this day’s amufement, and ric^d occafion* 
ally to the company fomc of Lavater’s 
aphorifms. There are many others, whp 
have not as yet made any figure, or difco-r 
vered any qualities fujPSciently noticeable^. 
^ Swifs has indc^ forced himl^clf upon my 
pbfervation, by tbe fingularity pf his phy»r 
fiognomy, an4 ibe forwardnefs of his maft* 
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ncr. He is a German from the canton of 
Zurich, has a countenance of the mod dub- 
born and inflexible" cad, talks with mucli 
violence, and in a very barbarous dialed, 
and takes an immoderate quantity of fnufF. 

The; Huflfar ofiicer undertakes the ar- 
tangeoient at the inns, and is, by general 
cbnfent, ereded into mader of the ceremo- 
nies. He and myfelf have the preference 
in beds and accommodations ; a compli- 
m'eiit paid to him in confideration of* his 
fank, and to me out of refpccl to my nation. 
There is fpmethmg very whimfical in the 
fpedacle which oiir barge and crew make at 
■debarkation. We are fb numerous 
and fd Idended, difler fo in complexion and 
cha^iiinr,^ that the "e^aenatiott 0 the ark 
cduld hot ■ have dilpfay ed a more motley 
fcene ; and thd form of obt veflelj which 
appears condrudted' upon ' the antidiluvian 
model, favors very ^ this analqgy. 


maz'in 
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Ingoldiladty Sept, ^o, 

/^NE great fource ofpleafure to a traveller 
^ exifts in the ilirvey of thofe fcenes, 
which have been rendered famous by the 
memory of fome great event. The battle 
of Blenheim, as it is ufually regiftered 
in Englifti chronicles, was foqght in feme 
plains bordering upon the Danube, in the 
neighbourhood of Hochftedt. Here the 
cool intrepidity of Marlborough triumphed 
over the precipitate ardor of Tallard } and 
fortune united with talents and, bravery, to 
humble the pride of France, and exalt the 
fame of Britain. The feene of aaion was 
pointed out to me as we pafled ; the plains 
(hewn in which the French encamped, and 
on which they periflied. A vaft extent of 
territory was moiftened with Qallic blood, 
and the Ihores of the Danube whitened 

with 
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v^ith human bones. Of fixty thoufand who 
entered the field, not more than twenty 
^houfand are computed to 'have efcapcd. 
Such is faid to have been the confufion 
which pervaded the ranks upon the capture 
of Tallafd, whofe ihortnefs of fight threw 
him into the hands of the enemy, that 
whole battalions prefied down to the fiiorc 
in cdnfiernation, and were fwallowed up in 
. the waters of the Danube. I caft a look of 
hotror on the awful fpot where “ mifta 
fehum ac juvenum denfantur funera.” 
My ears were allailed by a thoufand imagi- 
nary phantoms in the fupplicating ftrains of 
the unburied ancient : 

tu nauta, vagse ne parce maUgnus arenn, 
Oilibus et capiti inhumato 
Particulam dare. 

This c^ehfated fceiae of nation is fituated 
on the confi^s of, >the curqle: of Swabia j a 
territory whticbi thpiaigh^ inouotai^ . in 
naany parts, M Jn. genetal^^.f^^^ 
lariy in the^at^uifate JBadep, i 
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bourgt of which I have before fpoken, is its 
capital, and occupies a very confiderable 
rank for beau&y and commerce among the 
cities of Germany. The wines moft in 
circulation in this part of the country are 
the Rhenifti, which bears a good price ; 
the Tyrol, which is a red fweet wine, of an 
excellent flavour, and extremely cheap. 
The great centre of this latter article of 
commerce is Auglburg, from whence it 
is exported to the different parts of Ger- 
many. In addition to thefe, is the Necker 
wine, fo denominated from the river of this 
name upon whofe banks it is made. 

Donavert, which bounded our fecond 
day’s voyage, is the firft town upon the 
Danube, in the circle of Bavaria. The 
break of day was the figUal for quitting 
Donavert, and we were allowed the privi- 
lege of going afliorq at Nehberg, in order to 
dine. ' The troops of the Elector make a 
very Mfftaty iappearante. They are nu- 
merdtisi ahd^lh genefaf of a flhe make and 
fteiii 'couhtehlaince. This Warlike air Was 
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not a littk augmented by large -wbilkera, 
9nd crefted helmets. They had, beiides, a 
narrow kind of frill round their necks, faf> 
tened dole under their chins, which gave a 
good finilh to their portraits. A circum- 
ftance which fell out while we were dining, 
had nearly thrown us into Ibme embarralT- 
ments, and threatened fome delay to our 
voyage, A corporal of the guard entered 
the room where we were dining, and de- 
manded of the officer of Huflars his name, 
which he took down. ‘He alked farther, 
in a tone of fome importance, his regiment. 
This the officer treated as an unauthorifed 
liberty ; and, upon the corporafs uliug fomo 
peremptory language, called him curious 
and impertinent. We had Icarcely dined, 
when a foldier entered, with, a fummons for 
the officer to appear at the- guard-houfe. 
He hung on his fabre, and requeRing me 
to accompany him* we.> were eondudied 
through ranks of ibldlers to the guard* houle. 
The commandanr^ who was very- much of 
a gimtieman* and a foldier, Hated the ground 

of 
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of complaint as brought before him, which 
the Hufiar explained to the perfect fatis- 
fadion of the bavarian officer. The Heli^ 
iian was, however, too much exalperated to 
excufe the infult, and defired that the cor- 
poral might be brought to confront him and 
apologize. The officer confented, and the 
corporal prefented himfclf, with an air, 
however, of the mod unihaken iirmnefs, and 
when commanded to apologize, he alTumed 
a look of the mod fupercilious defiance. 
The Huffar was fo irritated by the deter- 
mined obdinacy of the corporal, that he 
affijred the officer, he would demand fatis- 
fadion againd himfelf, if he did not pro* 
diice an apology for the.infult offered. The 
officer requeded him not to purfue the mat- 
ter farther, faying, that a complaint to his 
fuperior might be of confiderable differvice 
to him. He then gave the corporal a fevere 
reprimand, and taking the Huffar by the 
hand, hoped he would confider htmfelf fatis- 
fied. Thus ended the affair* 

Sq 
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In quitting Neuberg, we pafled under a 
bridge, where the current was extremely 
rapid. The firft we pafled excited fomc 
alarm, as the fituation is undoubtedly cri- 
tical. On thefe occafions the oars are indif- 
penfable, and are worked with great vio- 
lence, to guard the veflel from (Iriking 
againft the piles. As there is ufually very 
little width to fpare, and the velocity with 
which the veflel is born is extreme ; the 
moft vigilant attention and the moft adlivc 
exertion are neceflary, to preferve the equi- 
poize of the veflTel, and erifure the fafety of 
the paflengers. 
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Viltzhofena 0 £tober 4« 17921; 

xTTE met a gang of barges early in the 
’ ' afternoon, labouring againft the ftream j 
it was furprifmg to obferve the yaft exertion 
yfitlji which their flow movement was ef- 

feSed. 
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fe£led. Four or five and twenty liorfes 
were employed in this laborious fcrvice : to 
tliel’e were added all the auxiliaries of 
ihouts and whips, forming a moft tremen- 
dous clamor- I am aftonilhed that fuch a 
bufinefs can at all anfwer; the advances 
are lb flow as Icarccly to be perceptible, and 
the number of horfes ncccffary to the 
draught, muft render the tranfport very ex- 
penfive. Towards the evening we ran 
over fome fhallows : the river wras here con- 
fiderably overflowed, and the wind blowing 
with fome violence againft us, occafioned 
fome ferious alarms, which were however 
of no long duration. 

The approach to Ingolftadt is extremely 
beautiful. It is fituated on the north bank 
of the Danube, and forms, with its environs, 
a very delicious feene. Upon landing here, 
•the gates were clofed upon us, and an in- 
quifition of the cuftoms took place. Our 
paflTports were colledled, and fent to the 
guard-houfe j and we were left to attend in 
a body without- the gates, till the validity of 
D D 2 eur 
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our claims to entrance fliould be afcertalned. 
We were at length admitted, and accom- 
panied to our inn by feveral officers, who 
palTed the evening with us in great convi- 
viality. Tliey were men of a very genteel 
appearance, and of much manly politenefs ; 
they treated me with more than ordinary 
civility, from a prejudice in favour of iny 
nation j and bore without a fymptom ol' 
derifion, the broken accents in which I ac- 
knowledged their compliments. I have in- 
variably found the Germans, in the interior 
parts of the country, very refpefiful to the 
name of an Englilhman. I was not equally 
flattered whenjtravelling up the Rhine, upon 
the confines of France. You will recoiled 
the fevere judgment I pafled upon the na- 
tional charader, from a very flight and par- 
tial knowledge of it. To fuch errors muft 
all general obfervations be expofed ; nor* 
can the charaderiftics of a great nation be 
fuccefsfully fliudied, but by attentive com- 
parifon and much experience. The offi- 
cers at Ingoliladt took great pains to point 

out 
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out to me the fimilarity of their language 
to^ ours : of this I was fufficiently aware. I 
have however obferved, on more occa- 
fions than one, how great a pleafure the 
Germans take in infifting upon this analogy 
between the languages, and foinetimes of 
cxlending the analogy to the characters of 
the two nations. 

The evening was pafled in a variety of 
ainufemcnts. Some were occupied at drafts, 
others with pipes, and fome of our com- 
pany diverted us with feats of agility. An 
unlucky idea has gone out with refpeCt to 
me ; and I am, it feems, regarded by the 
whole crew, as a rich and prodigal Eng- 
lilhman ; qualities to which neither my 
appearance nor my conduCt bear tellimony. 
It was in vain that I denied thefe charges ; 
and cited my mode of travelling in contra- 
diction of the firft, and my general ceconomy 
in oppefition to the laft. Wealth and pro- 
fufenefs were, I perceived, in their theory 
of alTociation infeparably connected with the 
idea of an Englilh traveller ; and this notion 
p D 3 or 
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or pretence they converted to good account, 
apportioning, in reference to this, my quoja 
of the expenditure, which -was ufually cal- 
culated in round numbers j while my good 
friends who partook of the fame fare, had 
their accounts made out to a fraction. No- 
tice was given us at Ingolftadt, that the 
voyage marked out for the following day 
would admit of no dining on the way, arul 
that therefore provifions mull he laid in lor 
the day. The Huflar who fuperintends all 
thefe concerns, alligncd to every man his 
fhare of this duty; and I was not a little 
diverted, when the feveral articles were 
produced the following day, to find, that 
while I was required to contribute a couple 
of ducks, the generality of the company 
efcaped with the production of a penny 
loaf, or at the moft a flalk of ordinary 
wine. Before we quitted Ingolftadt, each 
was obliged to prefent himfelf at the guard- 
houfe, and re-demand, propria perfona^ his 
paflport, which was then returned. I had 
an opportunity of obferving, in traverling 

the 
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the town, its extreme neatnefs; independ- 
ent of which, and the good appearance of 
the military, IngolAadt has no claim to at- 
tention. 

The whole of this day was pafTed in the 
moft cheerful merriment : the provifions of 
each were thrown into one common fund ; 
and the repaft made univerfal. After thefe 
feftivities, all tongues were loofened, and a 
thoufand vocal pleafantries were played off* 
Songs, chorufles, and catches, in all lan- 
guages and. manners, fupported the general 
mirth. The Hungarian diverted us with 
the barbarous airs of Sclavonia, and the 
Swifs with the wild ballads of the moun- 
tains. Our hilarity maintained its vigor, 
nor ever relaxed its tone ; the boatmen re- 
garded our boifterous orgies ivith furprize. 
They caft a look of curiofity towards the 
narrow cabin, in which we were crouded, 
or rather comprefled into one compaft mats, 
enveloped in clouds of fmoke, and con- 
■vulfcd with peals of laughter. 
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boifteroiis feftivities of the cabin 
were on a fudden terminated by a no- 
tice from the captain, of fome objects of 
magnitude to which we were advancing. 
We came immediately upon deck, and our 
attention was in a Ihort time arrefted by 
fcenes, whofe parallel in their kind I have 
never feen. It was, as near as I could con- 
jecture, within about three leagues of Ra- 
tiibon that this grand fpe^acle commenced. 
The Danube here appearing in all its ma- 
jefty, purfues a ferpentine courfe between a 
double range of rocks riling in a wonderful 
variety of forms. Some are perpetually 
barren, others are fcattered with a light and 
beautiful verdure : Ibme rife in pyramidic 
columns of fublime dlmenlionsy others pro- 

jea 
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iedl as bulwarks againft the impetuofity of 
ihe ftream ; and, while they oppofe its ra- 
vages, augment its violence. On the fummit 
of this rocky fliorc which overhung the 
waters, devotion had raifed an altar. A 
chapel elevated above the higheft cliff, in- 
vites the pilgrim’s vows, and gives an air of 
pidturefque and folemn grandeur to the 
fccne. The river at times appeared to be 
tenniaated by the rocks ; and the veflel 
moving with rapidity, feemed refolute to 
force a paflage for the obftrudled waters. 
Every opening prefented new phaenomena, 
and excited frelli admiration. All eyes 
were fixed upon thefe magic feenes, and 
each gazed attentive, as though the gates of 
Paradife had been opened to give a mo- 
mentary glimpfe of the celeflial regions. I 
was flruck by the manner in which the 
, Huffar was ^affe<Sfed : though habituated to 
the toils and tumults of war, he poHeffed a 
fine fenfibility of natural beauty ; and tears 
flarted from his eyes, while abforbed in the 
filent rapture of contemplation, Thefe 

rocks 
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rocks lowered gradually as wc advanced ; 
the country opened into a wider expanfe, 
A profpeci: more rich, but Icfs fublimc, fuc- 
ceeded to the fcencs now paffing from our 
fight ; and Ratifbon received us, exhaufted 
with admiration. 

Ratifbon, or Regenfburg as it is named in 
Germany, is a town of confiderable magni- 
tude and traffic. It derives its name from 
the Regen, a fiver which here falls into the 
Danube, and W'hofe navigation affifts very 
materially the commerce of the place. The 
Elector of Bavaria, vrithin whofe dominions 
Ratifbon lies, is a very opulent prince. All 
the parts of his duchy, which lie upon the 
Danube, are very fertile and produ£tive. 
Corn, fait, and beer — which are exported 
into other countries — form the principal re- 
fources of this flate ; the annual revenues 
of which, froin the various export duties, 
from the monopoly of tobacco, and other 
fourccs, amount to more than feven hundred 
flioufand pounds fterling. Upon landing, 
our paflports were immediately demanded, 

and 
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and taken, as at Ingolftadt. I was cau- 
-tioned, on my approach to this place, not to 
fpcak French ; and a failor, upon my lands* 
ing, acquainted me of the rigor exercifed 
againfl; the French in this town : the jea- 
louf,^ is extended even to the language. I 
was told, that the pa/lions of individuals fe- 
conded the decrees of the government ; and 
I might fiilFer fomc pcrfonal inconvenience, 
if I excited the leaf! luli^icion. This people 
exhibit a melancholy inftance of the reverfe of 
national fortune. Tornfrom the height of po- 
litical importance, they are dll'perfed as vaga- 
bonds through all parts of Europe, and ex- 
perience neither pity nor rcfpc£t. Mankind 
has viewed them fo long in the charadter of 
tyrants and perfecutors, that their downfall 
fcarccly draws a tear to individual fuffering, 
Vidtims of a great political change, they 
now feek an afylum in thqfe very quarters, 
where the perfecuted objedlsof their former 
tyrannies have eftablilhed a lading hatred of 
the Gallic name. 


Our 
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Our landlord informed us, that there 
■would be a comedy performed by a com- 
pany, of dogs this evening. We were in 
the humour to be amufed, and did not much 
concern ourfelves about the dignity of the 
objects. I was really aftonilhed at the do- 
cility of thefe animals j they were drefled 
in the charadiers of comedians, and per- 
formed^ what might well be deemed impol- 
fible. The feenes -were varied into grave 
and gay alternately, and the exhibition was 
occalionally relieved by dances upon the 
flack rope by two American monkies, who 
executed their talk with wonderful ability. 
Our captain allowed us but two hours in 
the morning to view the town, which ap- 
peared very populous. I obferved no edi- 
fice of importance but the cathedral, which 
is a Gothic building of fine architedure, 
and highly ornamented within. There is 
alfo a very noble'bridge thrown acrofs the 
Danube. As the river is here extremely 
rapid, we were direded not to embark till 
the veflel had palTed under the bridge. The 
z z mead 
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mead of Ratifbon bears fo high a reputation 
that I rcquefted my Hungarian friend to 
purchafe fome for me, which being taken 
on board and our paflports returned, we re- 
fumed our voyage under the fmiles of a de- 
licious day. 


LETTER CLXVII. 

day was pafled in cheerful amufe- 
ment ; we dined on board, and came on 
fhore in the evening at Straubing. Here 
we pafled fome lively and pleafant hours. 
From Straubing our obje£t was to reach 
Paflau in the compafs of the day. This, 
from the unfavourablenels of the wind, not 
being practicable, we were brought alhore 
lafl: night at a miferable place) where want 
and wretchednefs feemed to have eftablilhed 
their abode. ^ I know not the name of this 
inhofpitable fpot, or if it even have a name. 
We had continued on board all day, and 

fome 
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feme articles of provifion had been pro- 
cured, of which a foup was made, and we, 
all mefled out of one common bowl. A 
general Ipirit of good humour prevails 
amongft the company : we are all inclined 
to blend together and think of no fupe- 
riovity — except that the Huflar and myfclf 
generally pay half the reckoning. Our fare 
had been fo indifferent, that wc were diC- 
pofed to find a good repaft on flxore. Our 
firft entrance into this miferable hovel 
taught us how vain were fuch expetftations. 
There were but two rooms, and only three 
beds in them both. Wc were thirteen, 
amongft whom thefc luxuries were to be 
ihared. After fome confultation refpc£ling 
the neceffary arrangements, it was concluded, 
that one apartment with the entire ftock of 
furniture fiiould be configned to the fe- 
males ; and the other provided with ftraw 
for the accommodation of the men. The 
houfe was tenanted only by two decrepid 
old women, who told us frankly, they had 
nothing to give, us. A foraging party was 

therefore 
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therefore difpatched into the village, who 
Returned with a large piece of black bacon, 
and a quantity of potatoes. Thefe they 
boiled, and diftributed among us, in equal 
portions. Some very four beer, and wine 
ftill lefs potable, were all the liquors we could 
procure. V/e flipped as well as circum- 
ftances would permit, and forgot upon our 
ftraw tlie fcvciitics of our lot. We be- 
llowed In parting, the following morning, 
our warmeft execrations upon this inhofpi- 
table lodge, and bleft the tide that bore us 
from iheti: abodes of mifery. 

Wc ru'c now entered into a part of the 
river in whicli there are many rocks, and 
the v.dnd has blown fo hard and contrary, 
that it has been judged expedient to come 
alhore. The name of the town where we 
now repofe is, Viltzhofen, a place, as I can 
obferve, of no confideration. Finding no 
object worthy attention in the town, and 
underftanding that the wind continued to 
blow with dangerous violence, I Hole from 
the reft of my fociety, and brought up the 
Q regifter 
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regifter of my traafa<fiions. You will have 
probably found very little of an interelling 
nature, in the circumftanccs I have re- 
corded ; but minute incidents in a diftant 
country acquire fome kind of importance. 
If any other apology be neceflary for the 
triviality of thefe details, I can only fay, 
that, though I might doubtlefs by the aid of 
fiction embellifl\ my narrative, I prefer the 
dullnefs of truth to the brilliancy of falfc- 
hood. I have as yet encountered none of 
thofe magnificent horrors which relate fo 
well : I have neither combated robbers, nor 
put Wolves and bears to flight ; I have not 
yet been carried overboard by a gull of wind, 
and efcaped drowning by miracle. 

You mull however refled:, that my voy- 
age is not yet terminated ; and that fome of 
thefe agreeable varieties may at fome future 
period adorn and animate my page. A 
wide trad yet lies before me — my route is, 
I doubt not, marked out by the dellinies of 
Providence, but the book is not open to me. 
Deferts and forefts may ftill obftrud my 
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path; wild beads, and men mote favage 
than beads; may yet menace my fafety; 
and dark fufpicion may purfue me as an 
Englifti fpy, or a Gallic democrat. Some 
evil angels are now perhaps weaving the 
woof of mifadventure: fo that I may dill 
have to fpeak of “ hair-breadth ’fcapes and 
“ mod difadrous chances,” though little 
ambitious of thus acquiring didinftion or, 
celebrity. 
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Engelhartzel, 061 . 5, 1792* 

TT left Viltzhofen the following mprn- 
ing, the wind having confiderably 
abated. We were all on board by a little 
after five o’clock, and came down a very 
<beautiful part of the river. The banks ' 
were arrayed in very majedic fcencry, and 
the current of the river increafing in drength 
as we advanced, the velTel moved rapidly 
along. The approach to Paflau is firikingly 
voii, II. £ S magni- 
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magnificent. The town is fituatcd fouth of 
the Danube, over vvliich a bridge is con- 
ftrufled. PaiTau appears large, and not 
dellitutc of beauty. The oppofite banks 
rife to a confiderable height — are clothed 
with a charming verdure, and interfperfed 
with houfes and chateaus. The landfcapes 
around arc not lefs captivating ; and the 
whole extent which the eye takes in, is full 
of pidurcfquc attradlions. 1 have not par- 
ticularized every feene of beauty that has 
prefented itfelf on this voyage. Language 
has not the variety of nature j and the pen 
can but faintly fliadow out the flupendous 
operations of that mighty principle, which 
forms the channels of the deep, w'hich hews 
the rock into all the irregularities of fhape, 
featters a wild verdure over its rugged bo- 
fom, and out of apparent accident produces 
effects fuperior to the raoft exquifite at-, 
chievements of art. 1 have been overpowered 
many times, by the aflion of thefe feenes 
Upon* my invagination ; the Danube has 
borne me amongft regions where nature 

difplays 
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difplays her powers with a fplcndid pro- 
fufion. 

At Paflau I was diverted with the dreffes 
of the women, which were extremely An- 
gular. Their faces ate remarkably flat, yet 
not deftitute of a certain kind of beauty. 
They wear a flrort black jacket and petti- 
coat, with a blue handkerchief tied about 
the head, the ends of which hang loofely 
upon the flioulders j and altogether make a 
very grotefljue figure-f- not unlike the repre- 
fentations I have feen of the Lapland and 
Norwegian modes of drefs. We were al- 
lowed but a tranflent view of PafTaii. Being 
lliortly to quit the circle of Bavaria, and 
enter the dominions of Auftria, the captain 
appeared little inclined to the indulgence of 
our curiofity j as fome hours day-light 
would be required at the next ftation to un- 
load the veflTel, and undergo the neceflary 
formalities. Upon our landing at Ecgel- 
hartzel, we were conduced in a body to 
the cuftom-houfe, where our paflports wer? 
fever^lly examined ; and, our luggage be- 
E JE 2 ' ing 
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ing next difembarked, and carried to the 
warehoufe, each entered into the comptojr 
feparately, and was examined with the moft 
rigorous i'everity. I Tome reafons for 
wifhing. that the examination might not be 
fo ftriit ; and fortunately for myfelf that in- 
quifition which in others bad been extended 
fo the perfou, was in me confined to the bag- 
gage. This was a civility the more accept- 
able, as it was not purchafed-by any fee. 
The officer addreffe^ me in French, and 
fimply thrufting his hand into my port- 
manteau, declared himfelf fatisfied. 

From Paflau to this place, the Danube 
.has prefented one uninterrupted range of 
beauties. The mountains were difpofed on 
each fide in the moft charming order, and 
glowed with all the tints of autumnal gran- 
deur. ,We were all interefted- in thefe 
feenes, and communicated our common 
feelings iu the moft ’rapturous expreffiqns.of 
admiration. The town of Etigelhartzel — if 
fuch it 'may ♦be called— is only compofed of 
a few neatly binlt houfes, and occi^ies a 
II ♦ delight- 
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delightful fpot. A vaft phalanx of moun- 
tains eompofe the bank in face of which it 
ftandfc Their flinty furfaces are covered 
with a gentle vegetation, and form a deli- 
cious pidlure, diverfified with fhades of 
verdure pleafingly blended. The veflel 
was here, agreeable to eftablillied rule, un- 
roofed, in order to facilitate the examination 
of its contents, and to guard, againft the 
artifices of a falfe roof. All things were 
reftored to their jultJorder in the conclu- 
fion, and the luggage of the fcveral paflen- 
gers replaced. 

Our evening was fpent with great»gaiety. 
An ofiicer in the Auftrian fervice quartered 
in the town joined us at table ; and told us 
fome articles of French news, which I could 
have related to him a fortnight pafl, but 
which-— from the air of importance with 
• which he communicated them— I was ob- 
liged to receive with furprife. Governments 
appear in this part of Europe diligently to 
obfl^ui^ the progrefs of poUcical informa- 
tion! itod not to fuffer fa^ to make their 

BE3 Way 
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way among the common clafles of people, 
till their notoriety might render farther con- 
cealment impra£ticable. Before quitting 
the inn, I copied an Infcription, whofe 
quaintnefs recommended it to my notice. 
It was written in letters of gold, upon one 
of the pannels of an antichamber. 

Vivant arma majeftatis 
Vivat Laudon, cum proatis, 

Vivat rex, vivat grex 
Vivat fumnuis 
Pontifex. 
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Vienna, Oftober 10, 1792. 

*|T was between eight and nine o’clock 
when we left Engelhartzcl. The banks 
of the river continued to exhibit new 
beauties. The fliore was for the moft part* 
formed of rocks, diverh^ed in a thoufand 
inodes, and' invefted with a charming ver- 
dure.. The whole compofed a theatre of 
majeftic varietyi Upon fomo of t^fo crocks 

arofe. 
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avofe, in pidurefcjue gramlcur, chateaTin 
• iiirrounded by the umbr3;};c of ovcrhanr^ing 
woods. We were hrouglit on flier, e al a 
little village called Achacli. A few houfes, 
grouped at the foot of a mountain, formed 
the whole of this place. We pafled an hour 
here, and terminated the voyage of tlie day 
at Lintz. I was very much plcafed with this 
town. Tliere is an air of elegance in fome 
parts of it, and ncatnefs pervades the whole. 
I went to the comedy iti the evening, and 
was amufed with the performance of the 
Do£bor and Apothecary, an opera of German 
original, and a great favourite with the Ger- 
mans, particularly the air which in Englifh 
is adapted to the words “ Sighing never 
gained a maid.” This I have heard fung 
and whiftled in almoft every towm through 
which I have pafled. We quitted Lintz by 
fix o’clock the following morning, and ar- 
rived in the evening at Morbach. 

Our' voyage the latter part of this day 
was uncommonly intereftitig. Within about 
ithree leagues of Morbach the river began 
E E 4 ' to 
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to narrow, and the mountains to afliime an 
appearance of aftoniihing magnificence.* 
We were w’arned by the boatman, when 
we flood over a village called Krein, that 
we were about to encounter what the Ger- 
mans call Strudels^ and what are in fa£l 
whirlpools. We were divided in this fitu- 
ation between fear and wonder, admiration 
and apprehenfion. The waters of the 
Danube are here enclofed by flupendous 
rocks, whofe battlements, crowned with 
chateaus, frowned tremendous over the 
flood. The riyer was worked into frightful 
commotions by the inequality of its bottom 
and the numerous rocks which flioot out of 
its bed and pppofe its current.* The ra-* 
pidity with which we rain along thefe curl- 
ing eddies was furprifing j and the fuc- 
cefliye dangers through which we were 
palBng rendered us ^ot indiflerent to the 
motion of the yeflel).;; 

It yvas in the ntoibeht of crolifing one of 
thefe whirlpools that my eye, caught a fcene 
ef pcrlfftQ; tQchaotment, The rivet was 
* extremely 
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extremely violent and fonorous ; mountains 
rofe on each fide to a prodigious height, 
covered with verdure to their fummits. A 
fmall bridge extended between the ridges 
of two oppofite declivities, and continued a 
romantic and rugged path through the 
over-arching fliades. A company of pil- 
grims were palling this bridge at the mo- 
ment in which we arrived at the fpot. 
Thefcj clrcfled in black, proceeded fin'gly in 
fucceflion, counting their beads and chatint- 
ing their vefpers. The fimplicity of the 
pilgrim notes, warbled amidli thefe elevated 
regions, excited in me a fenfation which 
may be felt, but cannot be deferibed. \Vc 
pafTed from feene to fcenc this afternoon, 
and the fcanty terms of admiration were 
exhaufted in exprefGng our feelings at the 
magnitude of that machinery which nature 
* introduces into her fublime operations. 
Many of thefe rocks appeared as though 
compofed by art from maffy and uniform 
blocks, piled upon each other with a regu- 
larity (imilar to the coloHal ftrudures of 

aucienC 
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ancient Rome ; and, like them, bidding 
defiance to the depredations of time. The 
courfc of the river added to the grandeur 
of .this fccncry. The profpeit was ever 
bounded, and therefore ever changing. 
The eye had conftant leifure to diftinguifh 
the feveral pai*ts, and the imagination anti- 
cipated a novelty in the fucceflive fccncs. 

At Morbach we climbed a very laborious 
afeent, in order to vifit a churcli which is 
held in great reverence, and reforted to by 
pilgrims from very diftant parts. The Ca- 
tholics, like the ancient Idolaters, are very 
much attached to mountain worfliip ; and, 
like the Jews, as reproached by the Pro- 
phets, raife many an altar upon //jc high hills. 
This church was richly decorated with or- 
naments of various kinds, and the inufic 
was not without its charms; yet the path 
to it was fo difficult, that I, who had no 
vow to folemnize, thought my labours very 
ill repaid by the privilege of bending at this 
holy ihrine. In returning from this ex- 
pedition to Morbach, we pafTed fome pih 

grims, 
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grims, who muttered feme words which I 
took for a falute, and rej'^aid by wifliing 
tliem a good night. A German overhear- 
ing me, cxjilaincd that the words uttered 
by the pilgrims were “ Gelobct fey Jefus 
Chriftus !” “ Praifed be Jefus Chrifl !” and 
tliat the anfwer I fliould liavc given is “ En 
“ ewigkelt,” “ To eternity.” This I found 
to be the common falutation. They utter 
the words fo faft, that without aififtance I 
Ihould never have difeovered their mean- 
ing. Our voyage of the follownng day was 
planned for Vienna, J>nt a denfe fog pre- 
vented our embarking as intended. By 
nine the fog difperfed, and by two in the 
afternoon we were brought afliore at 
Cremz. Here we were to reft till the next 
day. The pleafanteft circumfta nee attend- 
ing this town was its nearncis to the place 
of our dellination. At Vienna we arrived 
the following morning, and this completed 
pur voyage of twelve days. 
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. Vienna, 0 £l. 13, 1792. 

j HAVE been now nearly a week at Vienna, 
and, under the condudt of the Heflian 
Officer, to whom I have before introduced 
you, am lodged in one of the fauxbourgs 
called the Jofeph-Stadt, at a houfe where 
he affiired me I fhould meet with honefty 
and good treatment. I have been prefented 
by him to fome few perfons, among ethers 
to the Major de la Place. The advantage 
gained by thefe introdudlioris is a reciprocal 
falute in paffing. The firft two or three 
days were extremely foggy and cold, but 
lately the weather has become fine, and the 
city has appeared to great advantage. I am 
delighted with Yienna j the houfes are in 
general well built ; many of the (hops are 
brilUapt, and vie with thofe of London in 
the rich difplay of merchandize. The town 

appears 
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appears very ftrongly fortified, and the ram- 
.^parts form a delicious promenade. All the 
fauxbourgs are feparated from the city by 
a confiderable area, and the communication 
is formed by roads for carriages, and very 
excellent gravel-walks, ftiaded with trees, 
for thofe who go on foot. Th’efc alleys, 
for fuch they are, would be dangerous in 
dark evenings, but that they are extremely 
well lighted up immediately after fun-fet, 
and centinels placed at proper diHanccs. 

I have been to three theatres ; the firft 
of thefe was that called Caernerthore, as 
being fituated near that gate — in German, 
Thor — which opens tov/ards Carinthia. 
This is a very handfome theatre, and of 
confiderable fize. The performances here 
are not regular. It feems a fort of theatre 
of eqfe to that called the National. The 
Italian Opera is ufually given alternately at 
thefe two theatres. The ballets are got up 
with great brilliancy, the decorations are 
magnificent, and the band of performers 
extremely refpedlable, though the expence 
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is very moderate. Scats in the Pldcc^ or 
pit, where a man, in obedience to fafliion, 
pays the moft, in order to fee the leaft, and 
be the word: accommodated, bear no higher 
price tiian half-a-crown. The fecond theatre 

to which I was condudied is filled the 

• * 

IViedner. This is in the fuuxbourgs. It 
can boafl of no great beauty. Its principal 
excellence arifes from the muficians and 
fingers, who fupport the whlmlical per- 
formances here exhibited. The pieces rc- 
prefented in this theatre are ufually of a 
metaphorical defeription, and abound in 
magic and metamorphofe. I was much 
entertained with the reprefentation of the 
favorite burletta of the Magical Flute. The 
feenefy was varied in a thoufand grotefque 
forms, and the wonderful powers of the 
magical flute gave birth to many humour- 
ous events. The ftile of compolition, 
though perfedly unnatural, and even mon- 
llrous, was yet, by the ingenuity of the 
author, neither uninterefting nor inelegant. 
The mufic, was ^fimple and charaderiftic, 

aflbrted 
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aiTorted well with the compofitlon, and 
^ded to the enchantment cf the adion the 
more potent magic of i\veet founds. Thk 
fpecies of dramatic entertainment is novel 
and delicious. Fct’nded upon the f dions. 
of imagination, it .!<.'ts probability at dcii- 
ance, -and julliiics the wildcft caprice of 
genius. 

I cannot yet rclilh the German ferious 
fong, and much doubt if I ever ftrall. I 
think it wants charnder: perhaps I want 
tafte. The comic fongs aniufe me. There 
I am lefs fltocked at the guttural exertions 
of the finger ; as he repeats his words ra- 
pidly, I hear lefs of that harflmefs w’hich 
renders this language an ill accompaniment 
to the melting tones of a tender drain. 
Figure to yourfelf a man executing a Largo^ 
and mcafuring out his uncouth words to the 
lengthened notes — figure to yourfelf trvo- 
thirds of thefe, words of a guttural termi- 
nation; and then conceive the finger trill- 
ing upon a 'term which he cannot exprels 
without labour, or draining through a femi- 
■ *4 breve, 
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breve, which feems with difEculry to efcape 
his throat — Could you liften with pleafure^ 
or even with patience ? 

The third theatre I have viflted is in the 
Jofeph-Stadt, where I refide. This theatre 
is very finall, and of no great reputation. I 
fhall fcarcely make it a fecond vifit, unlefs 
induced by its proximity to my lodging. 
You will think me arrogant, in giving fo 
decidedly my opinion upon the public 
theatres, who underftand fo little of the 
language. But you muft obferve, that I 
confine my remarks to mufical pieces ; and 
the fubferviency of poetry to mufic is now 
fo univerfal, that very little knowledge of 
language is neceflary to criticifm. Antiently 
words were deemed of fome importance,but 
modern tafle has otherwife decreed. Sen- 
timent is banifhed for the fake oi txprejjiottt 
and fenfe is fuperfeded by found. 
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Vienna, Odl. 15, I'/gz. 

j HAVE feen the Emperor. The parade 
on Saturday was unufually brilliant, and 
the Emperor, accompanied by his brother 
the Palatine of Hungary, appeared. He 
makes no great figure in the field, and I 
fufpe^t by his countenance, that he fliews 
to as little advantage in the cabinet. Plis 
features indicate that fort of tranquillity 
which is allied rather to dulnefs than be- 
nignity. In fhort, I read nothing in his 
phyfiognOmy which marks the foldier or 
the politician. The parade afforded a very 
fplendid fight, as forae of the fineft troops 
•in Europe here performed their evolutions, 
and the field was covered with officers of 
trank. 

Two days paft 1 attended a reprefentation, 
which froni its novelty was interefting, but 
VOL. II, FF from 
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irom whofe cruelty I turn with horror. This 
is called the Hetz, or combat of wild beaftsr 
It was Oxhibitt’d on a fpacious amphitheatre, 
not built like the antient Roman amphi- 
theatres of matTy ftone, but of a light con- 
llru^lion. A triple row of galleries encircle 
that area W'hich is allotted to the comb 'ta. 
The opening of the ceremony was an- 
nounced by the firing of a pillol, when the 
mailer of the beads proceeiled to the 
centre of the Arena, and cracked with great 
violence a long whip. This w’as tlie fignai 
for the keepers to throw open the mouth of 
the den, and let out that bcall which was to 
i'uftain the fu ll combat. The feveral dens 
are under the galleries, upon a level with 
the Arena, the moutlis opening dircftly 
upon it. The. animal that firfi. entered was 
a bear, upon whom two furious dogs were 
Ihortly let in. Thefc chafed liim fome^^ 
time, till at length they fallened upon him, 
and brought him to the ground, when the 
mailer and his crew entering, loofened the 
dogs from their prey, and the bear was re- 
manded 
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manded to his prifon. To this fucceedod 
fimilar engagements between the 
dogs and other beiiPcs, which afforded vaft 
divcrfion to the fpe<Stators, who crowned 
every victory with fliouts of triumph. The 
effc£t of thefe united acclamations reminded 
me of the fingular ftrudture which the 
Romans; have given thofe edifices appro- 
priated to the piirpofcs of public fpcdlacles. 
Tire walls in tire Circus of Caracalla arc 
thickly Town with urns and hollow carfhen 
veffcls, doubtlefs in order to give the greatefl; 
poffiblc effciSl to thole ftxouts which mark 
the fpedlators applaufc. 

The fccne which mofl: amufed me in this 
reprefentation was that in which the whole 
tribe of favages were let out together. 
Thefe were bears of all nations, Hungarian 
oxen, buffaloes, wolves, and wild boars, 

^ attacking each other in all directions, and 
engaging in a thoufand varied combats. 
There was a moft noble lion let out, wdio 
exhibited a majeftic fpeCtacle. He regarded 
the fpeCtators with a collected afpeCt j and 
F F 2 fearing 
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feating himfclf upon his hind quarters, re- 
ceived all the attacks of dogs and hearts^ 
with a frown of defiance, and a roar 
which fliook the theatre. At the clofc of 
tliis reprefentation a fuperb firework was 
played off from a board, which was elevated 
to a confiderable height in the air. To 
this board a bear clung with his paws, and 
afeending witli il, cr-s tinned fLil'pended till 
the v^. holc of the firework was played off. 
It jrvas very extraordinary to fee the beafl: 
in this fituation, enveloped with fparks and 
flatnc. I was curious to know how this is 
effeiStcd, and was informed that the board 
is fmeared with blood ; and as thefo animals 
are nearly ftarved, in order to keep them 
furious, the feent of the blood fixes the 
animal. In addition to this, the actor of 
this great fcciie is conftantly regaled when 
he defeends, with a piece of fieih prepared 
for that purpofe. The iiegledt of this ac- 
euftomed bounty is faid to have proved 
fatal to the former mailer of thefe animals. 
The bear defcendtng from his frightful 

elevation. 
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elevation, and not receiving inftantanccufly 
?us cKpecied raorfel, fattened upon the 
matter, and tore him mortally before he 
could be difengaged. As this is an exhi- 
bldon which huir.aniry can find little to 
delight ill, I was attonilhed to fee, in catting 
iny eyes around, lo many female fpe£lators 
attending this bloody fpeclacle, which feems 
indeed fcarcely compatible with the police 
of a civili/.cd Hate. 

The Tlcttlan ottlccr quitted me yefterday. 
He is gone to join his regiment in Hungary. 
His departure has left me more at liberty iii 
the choice of my purfuits, yet I feel a lofs in 
him of a friend, a companion, and an in- 
terpreter. A novice in the language, un- 
kn- an.: n, 1 led ih.e Incon- 

veniences of folitude, but apprehend ftill 
greater from fociety. While the Hefllan 
continued with me I feared neither impo- 
fition nor violence j the fcale may turn 
upon his departure. I am therefore deter- 
mined to change my quarters, and feek a 
fefidence within the walls of the city. 

FF 3 
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Vienna, Oft. i8, 

^ Acc^AlNTED you in my lafl. of my in- 
tention to quit the quarters in which I 
then redded. After two days feareh, 1 am 
now lodged for a month to my fatisfadliou 
in a very convenient part of the town. My 
landlady, who is a very pretty brunette ^ of 
about five or fix and twenty, ferves my 
coffee in a morning, and 1 am treated with 
all,poffible attention and civility. As my 
object in paffing a month at Vienna is to 
acquire fome knowledge of the language, I 
have taken fome pains to procure a matter. 
The circumttances attending this feareh are 
not a little ridiculous. My firtt application 
was to a banker, who recommended me to 
a bookfeller, as one that would fuit my pur- 
pofe. When I waited upon the bookfeller, 
Vwas fo difeouraged by the feeming im- 
H portance 
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portance of the man, that I did not venture 
to af!c him direftly if he were a language- 
mafter, but whether fuch a chara£ter were 
not lodged in the houfe. He anfwered me 
in the negative. I exprefled my furprize at 
the error into which I had been led. He 
requefted to know the name of the perfon 
to whom I was recommended. I repeated 
his own. He then acknowledged, that 
tliree years part he did give lefTons in the 
lan^nagc, but fmee that time he had re- 
nounced it. 

My next application was to a great adept, 
who, I was told, would teach me the Ger- 
man in its grammatical purity. After beat- 
ing about in many obfeure and narrow 
llreets, I at length found the houfe in which 
he was faid to lodge, and climbing to the 
higheft ftory, was informed, that Monfieur 
was not at home, but would certainly return 
to dinner at twelve o’clock. As it wanted 
but little of that time, 1 agreed to wait his 
arrival. In about a quarter of an hour a 
conceited figure entered the room fuddenly, 
f F 4 his 
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l).is hair well po'wdcred, and his hat in his 
hand, and approaching me with an air of 
familiarity, declared how glad he was to fee 
me. But foon correcting himfelf, and re- 
garding me with a look of furprize, re- 
quefted to know* my bulincfs, declaring that 
he had jniftaken me for a friend, whom he 
expected to dine with him. Upon my ex- 
plaining the occafiion of my vifit, he ap- 
peared more embarraffed than the book- 
feller had been, wondered how I could 
have miftaken him for a teacher of the lan- 
guages, and who could have put lb egre- 
gious an impofition upon me. Being fome- 
what at a lofs to defend myfelf, I named to 
bini my informer and conductor, of whom 
be could not be ignorant. He then con- 
fefled, that about five or fix years ago he 
did give afliftance in the languages to per- 
sons, of fome confideration, but that being 
jaow particularly occupied at Court, he 
had not leifure to oblige me. A third gen- 
tleman to whom I have applied, tells me, 
fie IS no mailer himfelf, but that, if I will 

tall 
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on him in about three clays, he will 
endeavour to obtain the addrefs of fome 
perfon of that profefllon. Thus it appears 
that if I waited their leifure to commence 
my German ftudies, the period of my labors 
would be very fliort. I therefore refolved 
to wafte no more time in a fruitlefs fearch 
for affiftancc, and am now endeavouring to 
become my own matter. 

I find the manner of living at Vienna 
very ditterent from what I have been ac- 
cuttomed to fee on the continent. They 
have a vaft variety in their dilhes, and in 
general eat of all. This has gained them 
the charaitter of gluttony, rather than the 
quantity which they confume. For my 
own part, I have feldom made a dinner out 
of their apparent abundance. Their ditties 
are numerous, yet formed of feraps, fo- 
phitticated into all the varieties of epi- 
curcanifm. For each of thefe they, have 
invented a term, unknown to all but them- 
felves, which renders eating a perfedt fej- 

ence, 
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ence, and the command of a dinner no 
ealy taflv. 

Early after my arrival at Vienna, I fell 
into a diverting embarraflment at one of 
thefe eating-houfes. The Heflian being to 
dine out, conduced me to a hOufe of mucli 
refort in the city, and alTuring me that I 
fhould there dine well, left me to provide 
for myfelf. Upon entering the room, and 
feeing many different parties, I placed my- 
felf at a table where no one elfe was, in 
order not to be attacked in a language I 
was fo little acquainted with. Upon feeing 
me feated, the Keller^ as he is called, brought 
me a very long bill of fare, containing an 
immenfe number of articles. I quickly 
difeovered that this was by me wholly il- 
legible. I therefore returned it to him, in- 
treating him to read it. He read on how- 
ever fo faft, and repeated names fo unfami- 
liar to me, that I continued profoundly ig- 
norant. In order to abridge the matter, I 
requefted him to bring me a foup. This 

being 
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being dlfpatched, he renewed his applica- 
-tion. For this 1 was prepared, and aflced 
for R}jiruisJieiJ1.\ or bouilli. This difli being 
alfo cleared, neither he nor I thought the 
dinner complete. He prefled me to another 
dilh : I had no objedlion; but what was it 
to be ? and how to afk for it ? I requefted 
Inm again to rehearfe his catalogue. Among 
the hard names repeated, hearing that of 
SiiTir-kvinit^ I arrefted hin> in his progrefs, 
and demanded k$aut. But unfortunately 
kraut fignifies only the vegetable, and is 
never eaten alone. He therefore wifhed to 
know what I would eat with it. Thus pro- 
voked, I caught at the firft name he men- 
tioned, and hallily demanded brodwutjl^ a 
term of which I could not guefs the mean- 
ing, but which proved in the end to be a 
faufage. 
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Vienna, 0£l. 20 , i79z. 
J KNOW not Ilow far the little incidents 
which I meet with in my prefent con- 
tradbed mode of travel may intercll you. 
Although courts and fuperior focieties ceafe 
to regifter my name, this'meither fliocks nor 
alarms me. I have had a view of thofc 
circles, where mankind meet for the pur- 
pofe of parting; where the exhibition of 
drefs takes place of the expanfion of the 
heart, and where ceremonious filence is 
fubftituted for chearful converfation. Little 
is to be read of the human charafter in fuch 
circles, where artificial forms fupplant na- 
tural qualities, and falhion dreffes the tem- 
per of all iii the fame uniform. The lot 
therefore which renders me unw'orthy fuch 
fexalted notice, throw's me into a field 
^here my Heart finds a better feaft, and 

my 
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my mind more ample inftruftion. I avail 
myfelf of that freedom which my lituation 
affords, to mix with ai! who vifit the public 
walks of Ibcicty, and derive amufement 
from thofc who feck it in me. 

The number of Italians who refide in 
this city is very confulerablc, not Icfs, on a 
medium computation, than twenty thou- 
fand ; and the Italian language is more 
fpoken at Vienna than the rrench. Its 
univerfality opens to me a communicatioji 
with many w'hom 1 meet in tlie places of 
public refort, and fuppli 9 S thofc chafms 
which cannot but happen when I venture 
to converfe in the language of the country. 
This latter I am very fedulous to mafter. 
To maintain that independence W'hich my 
lituation affords, and which I fo highly 
value, is not without its dilTiculties. My 
firft embarralfmcnt arofe from fome lin- 
gularities in my drefs, which made me an 
object of notice. I had been dillinguilhed 
for fome time by the title of the Frenchman 
with the ‘ivbite bat^ ere I became acquainted 
] with 
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witb it. I fdbn however removed tin.') 
attraction of tlie public eye ; and in order 
that I might bleiid Hill more fccurcly with 
the hiafsof the people, provided my felt with 
boots which covered my knees, and fcldom 
ventured to theatres or cofTee-houles with- 
out my cloak. Thus I glided on unper- 
ceived, and, till I fpoke, was never be- 
trayed. 

There are three kinds of people agalnft 
•which I have to guard ; 1- mean,’ in the 
firft place, adventurers or cheats; I'ecoudly, 
good fort of people, who have lew ideas 
beyond feafting and lounging ; and thirdly, 
my own countrymen. My fuipicions as to 
the firft of thefe were greatly excited by an 
incident which recently happened to me at 
the little theatre in the Jofeph-Stadt. I was 
feated in* a part rof the pit in which was 
very little company, but had obferved a 
young man for figfme time evidently prepar- 
ing to addrefs me. At the clofe of the aCk 
he carne up and remarked to me, in Ger- 
man, how thin the houfe was ; and, upon 

perceiving 
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perceiving that I did not acquit myfelf very 
well in my counter obfervations, he aiked 
me if 1 was a Frenchman. On my appear- 
ing to aflent, he exprefled himfelf rejoiced 
at finding a Frenchman, as he wifhed very 
much for an opportunity of converfing in 
that language. At the conclufion of the 
reprefentation I begun to move. He afl:ed 
me if i was alone, and where I lived. De- 
firoiis, for good reafons, to keep thefe 
fecrets, I replied cvafively. Upon our 
iifuing amongd the crowd, he requefted 
me to tell him what it. was o’clock. With- 
out anfweiing his queftion, I prefled on, 
and ftopped not till I arrived at my lodging. 

My next adventure happened fome days 
paft at a houfe where I was accudomed to 
dine. I had feated myfelf at a table where 
I hoped to efcape interruption, when two 
gentlemen entered, and difpofed themfelves 
in fuch a manner, that I, who occupied the 
corner of the table, was between them. 
They foon begun a converfation in Englilh, 
though not the pureft poffible. I afFeiSfed 


no 
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no furprize, but continued to dine. The 
converfation at length turned upon me ; 
the one infinuating his fufpicions that I wa3 
an Englifliman, the other oficring to bet 
two to one upon the contrary. I perljfted 
in my filence, and drank my glafs of wine. 
At length, finding they could net provoke 
in.e to loquacity, the gentleman to my left, 
who had planted a great dog between us, 
hoped he did not incommode me. I re- 
plied in fuch a manner as to gain him his 
wager. I was now no longer exempt from 
their importunities. They wifhed to know 
the whole of my hiftory ; the object of my 
coming to Vienna, the length of time I pro- 
pofed to ftay, and where I lodged, dined, and 
fupped. Upon the gentleman on the left quit- 
ting us for a few minutes, his friend took an 
opportunity of hinting to me, that the Officer 
was extremely rich, “ worth more than a mil- 
** lion.” He foon rejoined us, and requefted 
with his friend to conduct me the follow- 
ing day to a houfe where I ffiould dine oiT 
feven dilhes for thirty kreutzers, and meet 

vei^ 
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Vefy good company. To this I acceded^ 
and the rendcivons was given for the Im- 
perial Riding-School* whence, at the time 
appointed, they conducted me to a houfe 
in the Kohl-tAarckl . Here we dined iiimp- 
tuoufly, and faw an alfemblage of what ap- 
peared to be perfons of no mean condition!. 
Thefe new friends were fo defirous of re- 
lieving my folitiide, that they wiihed to 
make ftill further a/fignations, the honour 
of which t chofe to declinCi 

My third rencontre took place two Ot 
three evenings paft, at a very falhionable 
coflee-houfe in this city, where I go to read 
the Englifli papers. I was feated in a Cor- 
ner, in the adt of reading an Englilh Ga- 
zette, when a gentleman entered, whofe ap* 
pearance marked him for an Englilhman. 
He regarded me in a manner very par* 
‘ticular, and fliortly after took his feat near 
me. Taking advantage of his ftate Of 
doubt, 1 addrefled him, tb his vifible fur* 
prize, in German, and to give ftrength to 
the i deception, took up my cloak, threW it 
VOL. II. oo over 
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over tny ihoulder, and left the cofFee<roon»« 

I avoid my countrymen, not from want of 
a juft patriotifm, but on condderationa 
founded in reafon and experience. The 
generality of thofe Englifhmen abroad, who 
feek accidental acquaintance, may be fet 
down as characters of no very fair defcrip- 
tion ; hoping, from unfufpeifting confidence, 
in the afylum of a foreign country, to be 
at leaft fhielded from obloquy— perhaps 
exalted into efteem. 

LETTER CLXXIV. 

Vienna, 0£l. 22, 179X. 

obfervance of Sunday in England 
** has no parallel in Europe. London 
Ujthibits on that day a IHlInefs and a folena- 
rxity which mai^ the puhijc.aappropnation, 
a feventh potidoa of time to, the worfliip 
vol^the Deity ; .anebthe law of ^the Jand evi^ 
>deotty^fpeaks pn||y4}ie fenfe^of 
•la^ otiter countries 'thisr imervalnof l^mas 
13 1 .L devoted 
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tkvoted almoft entirely to the purpofes of 
amufement ; and in no city of the continent 
is the rigor of the Mofaic law held of lefs 
account than at Vienna. The dawn of this 
day is indeed confecrated to religion ; bells 
are ringing throughout the city, and the 
churches thronged at an early hour. The 
performance of this duty feems to be con- 
lidered as the acquittal of what is to enfue ; 
nor is the facrifice fevere j for no-where 
have I heard more delicious mufic than in 
the churches at Vienna. It is among my 
moft favorite amufements to attend mals 
at the cathedral on a Sunday morning, 
where an excellent band of muheians, con- 
cealed from public obfervation, perform 
moft admirably. The ceremonies of de- 
votion ended, the ftreets begin to enliven, 
the public places of refort to fill, and eveiy 
countenance to glow. The corners of every 
ftreet are covered with 
the pleafurable inventions of the day *s 
amufemcDt-^peras, ' .plays, v. marionettes, 
mufic, dances, and dinners.' If .yoB..may 
’ > 00 2 , : credit 
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c^it th^fe {)u6lic blit*, all is more fellive 
this day than on the other fix : the opera 
is more br ilKanr, and the wild beads of the 
Amphitheatre are more favage. 

In fumracr the grand rendezvous is the 
Prater. This is a delicious fpot of ground, 
didributed into alleys, walks, and rides, and 
open to all ranks of people. Jofeph 11. 
threw op^n this fource of amufement to 
the inhabitants of Vienna, which now 
fdrms a favorite fjmt of general refort. 
Here, on the Sunday, all tanks are found 
adembled ; the rich to roll their equipages, 
and the poor to admire them ; the vain to 
exhibit themfelves, and the curious to gaze 
on mhers. Here indudry relaxes from la- 
bor, and melancholy from Ipleen. Not- 
withdandlng the approach of the winter 
months, its charms are not yet departed. 
The wood which covex^ it, is not yet drip- 
ped of its foliage^ though the billing winds 
that now blow, are committing fevere ra- 
va^^’ tipOtt Ihia feeaeryi The 

is it M iiithed, B not muelr iire- 

quented 
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ifuented at this period of the year, as the 
delicious profpeAs which adorn it in the 
pride of Aimmcr no longer exift. There is 
another place of public refort in the Turn** 
mer fealbn, which mud at that time poQela 
great beauty, ftiled the Augarten, The vaft 
area which is here covered with all the 
varieties of wood and promenade, was, to- 
gether with the Prater, formed, at vaft ex'^ 
pence, into this garden of public diverfion, 
by Jofeph II. and by him laid open to all 
ranks of men. An infcription, which an- 
nounces this generous bequed, upon the 
principal entrance, does fingular honour to 
the philanthropy of this emperor. The 
fenfe of it is as follows : 

This Place of Aoiufement 
is 4evoted to 
All Ranks of Men 
by 

, : The FaiBNo of Mak« . 

Thefe are the two principal places of pub-^ 
lie cefortii where the inhabitants of this dty ^ 
G o 3 affemble 
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«fiemt>le upohVSuhdays and feftivals, to 
' purfue their favorite amufement of eating 
‘ drinking, and to breathe an uncor> 
nipted air. Next to feafting, dancing feems 
to predominate in the fcale of amufe- 
meats with the people of Vienna. Nu- 
merous houfes are appropriated to this 
purppfe on the Sundays. Among the moll 
celebrated in this line (lands that dillin- 
guiflied by the appellation of Moonjhein. 

- Independent of thefe public rooms, which 
' am not deftitute of fplendor, an infinity of 
dancing-mafters open their little chambers 
on this gaudy day ; and not an alley or 
court in the city but has it Tan%meijler^ and 
he a Tan^ai^ for the diverfion of the pub- 
lic. As my travelling pride has never been 
c^iial to my fondnefe fbr novelty, and is 
now llilMefs fo than ever, I Ws^ determined 
' to vifit on6« of -thefe inferior places of reu- 
UiJeavous^ and reqiiefted my landlady to con- 
r du^ mej on a'|mblicoccafion^ to that where 
u’fhe -Was acbuftom^ ito go; Thisilhe.rea- 
dify o>ofenmd to do, and I was pieiented 

> to 
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to the Tan^meifter, who Rood at the door 
to receive the company. The dance was 
in its full brilliancy when I arrived ; and to 
I'uch a fcene I had never before been wit- 
nefs. They were dancing the Valtx with a 
rapidity and violence which I (hould have 
conceived unattainable. The dance ended, 
each retired or not, as he thought proper, 
to drink wine, or beer, which is here a more 
expenfive beverage than wine. After ,a very 
fliort interval, the dances renewed, and I 
had an opportunity of remarking the pro- 
greflion in time which they obferve in the 
Valtz. It is firft played JloWy as they ftile 
it, and they move in what they conceive an 
adagio, but which appears to me as fwife as 
the Valtz is ufually danced in Switzerland. 
The time then changed into yw/ri, which 
accelerated the motion of the dancers. From 
this it pafled into very quicky and then com- 
menced the conteft for . Ipeed. Thofe' whole 
talents for rapidity furpaffed the reft, fre- 
i^uehtly broko put of the , ranks, and exhi- 
jbiring a few turns in the centre, ftruck in 
GG 4 whera 
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\Khtte they found an opening, and thus 
continued to diilance all that followed them, 
Aft the length of their ftcp is confiderable, 
and the force with which they move very 
great, I was under the neceflity of taking 
my flation behind a chair, in order to fave 
myl^f from being carried away in the 
vortex. There were in the courfe of the 
evening feveral falls, occalioned by the clalh 
of oppofite parties. This, however, only 
contributed to heighten the amufement, in 
which order and grace were never defigned 
to make a part, Myfelf and my condudtrefs 
mixed not in the dance, die kindly ex-, 
cufing me on my alTuring her that I could 
nbt perforni fuch rapid evolutions. 

> ibs i had entered the room wrapped up 
in ®iy cloak, little attention had been paid 
f but haying now been forced, by 
ftltc^vielefmb^ whkb this vaft agitation of 
0t^atme^her£.pibdused, to take it. i 
|)^me .mQCe !the.ful:9e(£l; of notice. Hfiving 
l^heti^lbre^ c I tooki n&y 
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would not be the laft honor I ihould do 
him. I was ailoniOied, on paying the rec- 
koning, to efcape for twelve kreutzers, 
which compjehended not only the enters 
tainments of the evening, but a bottle of 
very excellent beer j the Tanzmeifter unit-"' 
ing, as I found, the profeflions of a dancing- 
tpalfer and vintner. 
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Vienna, 24, 179^* 

H p town of Vienna makes a very hand- 
fome figure when entered at thc^ 
Bourg-gatc. The flreet called the Kohl 
Marckt here Opens, and preients very well 
built hpufes, handfome ihops,and a crowded 
population. The ftreet which c^ens upoii 
the Gaernerthore, and which is the longefi; 
ftrcet in the city, wants not a certain kind 
of beauty j yet derives its principal dignity 
ftpm lia lengthy and the right line in which 
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-it is built. The Herrn ftreet is another, 
i/vhich, with refpeft to the houfes, may rank 
among the heft that Vienna can boaft. 
There are fome fquares, as we improperly 
call them in England, but which the Ger- 
mans, as well as the French and Italians, 
mnte properly denominate Places. The 
word in the German is Plat^^ corrclpond- 
ihg to the French Place^ and the Italian 
Piazza. 

One of the principal is lliled the Platz 
’ Gfiihen. This is a very handfome area, and 
of cohfiderable fize. It is furrounded with 
ihops, coffee-houfesi and temporary booths ; 
and the centre is adorned With a permanent 
.ihonunieht of Auftrian orthodoxy, raifed as 
a teftrmony of public gratitude. A plague 
in the yeair 1679 had Committed dreadful 
Ravages aiifibhg the inHabifahts’* of Vienna, 
and the deliverarice froni this deftriualvc 
%4^dy "produced 'this cdlUmni It is tbhfe- 
crateJ to'iheHory Trinity 15 ’ M 

Frahci^ 

’ rite 



letter clxxv. 


rite objedts of Catholic devotion ; but a co- 
lumn of marble raifed to the Trinity in the 
centre of a public fquare— is, I believe, 
unique. The column is ingeniouily ima- 
gined: it has three faces; and above the 
bafe it is formed by clouds, among which 
two rows of angels ftand as fupporters, in 
ranks above each other. Over thefe, and 
upon the necks of a million little cherubs, 
the Father and Son are placed — the one bear- 
ing the emblem of a globe, and the other a 
crofs. The Holy Ghoft, in his ufual hiero- 
glyphic of a dove, crowns the column. The 
execution of the fculptor is highly cele- 
brated ; and, with all its lingularities, it is a 
confiderable ornament to this part of the 
town. The Platz Graben is the nodlurnal 
promenade of a certain clafs of ladies. In 
the afternoon it is ufually crowded with fops, 
bucks, peth-maitres, and loungers. As 
mufifs are falhionable here for inen, I am 
frequently dilgufted by hgures ikipping 
upon public w^k witlt ,theie lidiculpus 
jipppndages of an immenfe lize, and whir- 
ling 
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li;^g a little lap-dog who follows at their 
ha^ls. 

The Platz of the Hof, or court, is allb 
Tfry band^ome^ and of fome extent. It is 
at prefent covered with booths and tempo- 
rary (hops, conftru£l:ed for the fair, which is 
ll^ortly to begin. This fair, I underfland, 
will contribute nothing to the amufements 
of the place, being devoted wholly to the 
purpofes of luerchandife and traffic. A mo- 
nument of bronze, which fpeaks mere loudly 
the devotion than the tafte of its conftrudlors, 
occupies the centre of this place, and de- 
forms the general appearance. It is a co- 
lumn of bronze crowned by a llatue of the 
Virgin* and confecrated to her by the fame 
Teopold, who raifed the monument before 
mentioned to the Trinity; The national 
theatre is a yeiy handforoe ft^u^l:ure. This 
is Atuated amongA thofe edifices which form 
the court, and is under the dire^ion of die 
court* Here Italian 9Pfm$ and German: 
coroedie? are^ufuaJly giyen alternately^^ is 
more amient and ie&brpantthan thcKafrns* 

nfrtbqre* 
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nerthore* In addition to this are the theatres 
in the Leopoldftadt, that in the Landftrafle* 
and fome others of lefs note. The firft of 
thefc is upon a fimilar plan to that in the 
iViedencr. Here alfo are exhibited tho/c 
monftrous feenes of magie and forcery, 
which now rage fo much in the theatricals 
of Vienna j and which, by the aid of that 
excellent mufic by which they are fup- 
ported, poflefs no ordinary degree of merit* 
I was much furprifed fome evenings paft 
when at the national theatre, to fee the little 
deference paid to the Emperor and Emprels, 
who honored the Italian opera with theif 
company. They were feated in a private 
box, nor was it till late in the evening that 
I w'as informed of the eircumftance. The 
prefence of thefc exalted perfonages did not 
appear to affeft in the leaft either the per- 
formers or the audience. 1 could not help 
making a comparifon between the intro* 
du£lion of the king and queen of England 
at the London theatres, with the noifelels 
entrance of their Im|perial majeftics. ' The 

opera 
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ijp(?ra neither waited their time, nor the 
aSors their command. I obferved between 
the a^is, that thofe who chofe to wear 
their hats, did not refufe themfelves that 
pleafure out of refpe£t to thefe Imperial vl- 
fitorSjWho on their part feemed not to expe£k 
it. This is the general feature of all ranks 
in Vienna, that whatever diftindtions exift 
in rank, fortune, or oiGce — all blend in 
public upon a line of equality. 

In juftice to Vienna I muft declare, that 
in no town throughout Europe have I feen 
snore real freedom, or — as far as appears — 
more complete independence. There are 
gates in Vienna which are open the whole 
Slight, and uninterrupted ingrefs and egrefs 
are allowed to the mofl: contemptible ple<* 
beian. Loudly as may be preached 

in fome countries, whofe political theories 
may be more pure, a greater virtual equality 
in the condudt of life cannot eafily fubfift ; 
DOtwithftanding the mafe of feudality that 
clogs the machine of government, more 
'^er&'hal- fafety mihains to the fubjedl thah 
r France, 
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France, under her new conftitution, can 
boaft ; and the form of government being 
regarded as immutable, no jealoufies arc 
excited on the part of the people, by new 
tyrannies on the part of tbeir governors. 
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Vienna, Cilobcr 26, 1792. 
J KNOW no amufement fuperior to that 
which a man derives, from unobferved 
fpeculation on the condmTt of others. The 
world has often been compared' to a thea- 
tre ; yet it is only fo to thofe, whofe ob- 
iervation is awake to the feenes that pals, 
and who regard all around them as adbors 
in the drama. Every lituation does not 
leave the mind fufhciently independent to 
ptirfue this enjoyment. Where the varie- 
ties of character are to be read, the man of, 
■fafhion .muft feldom be found ; and the 
.haunts hioft fertile in lelTons of nature, are 
.i not 
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not aecelEble to dll. I know not whethet 
you blufli for your correlpondent, who, li- 
berated from thofe (hackles which high 
tank and fortune Impofe, enjoys all that in- 
dependauce, which choofes its pleafures 
without control, and purfues its choice 
without referve. 

I have already introduced you to (bme 
fcenes in humble life which had attracted 
my notice, and from which I derived no 
fmall amufementi Others I have vifited 
from the fame curioUs motives, and thefe 
have recompenfed me with equal pleafure^ 
Diligent to avoid notice, I change repeatedly 
my houfe of refott, and feldom mix twice 
in the (dme fociety. I fall willingly into 
converfation with any one who offers, and 
exhibit no referve at the firft interview; 
but if he good humouredly pities my foli^ 
tude, and offers his fervides to introduce md 
to company, our acquaintance is at an end* 
^-lence my dinin^houfes afe infinitely va-* 
tied, and I have at leaft the diverlion of 
change, though change is not always 

provement* 
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provement. In all thefe houfes the cuftom 
is, to give every man his portion feparate ; 
infomuch that though numbers dine at the 
fame table, they feldom dine in common. 
In almoll all the dining-houfes here, a bill 
of fare, containing a vaft collection of 
dilhes, is written out, and the prices affixed 
to each article. As the people of Vienna 
eat of variety, the calculation at the con- 
clufion of the repaft would appear fome- 
what embarraffing ; this, however, is done 
by mechanical habit with great fpeed. The 
cuftom is for the party who has dined, to 
name the difhes, his quantity of bread and 
wine. Tlie keller, who attends on this 
occalion, follows every article you name, 
with the fum which this adds to the calcu- 
lation j and the whole is performed, to 
whatever amount, without ink or paper. It 
is curious to hear this ceremony, which is 
muttered with great gravity, yet performed 
with accuracy and difpatch. It is incon- 
ceivable how numerous thefe houfes are in 
Vienna, to which we have in England no- 
VOL. II, 11 H thing 



46 ^ LETTER CLXXVI. 

thing thait correfponds exaflly. There is 
fomcthing remarkably pleafant in this mode 
of living. An evening feldoni pafles in thefe 
houfes without mufic, and the German 
dances have an air of vivacity and cheerful- 
neft fuperior to all others. 

I have been often regaled by a ^rolling 
band at one of thefe houfes ; where, deem- 
ing myfelf totally unknown, I was accuf- 
tomed to pafs an evening hour. I ufually 
entered this, wrapped in my cloak, and took 
my feat in a corner of the room, where I 
might regifter what pafied without attradk- 
ing notice. A principal part of my amufe- 
ment arofe from the warm debates of fome 
worthy citizens, who, having difpatched the 
buflnefs of the day, were relaxing their 
minds with a little politics. I was diverted 
to hear thefe great perfonages regulating 
the affairs of empires — leading the com-, 
bined armies into the heart of France, by a 
fhorter cut than the Duke of Brunfwick had 
taken— making the rebels own their lawful 
king, and receive their expatriated princes. 

1 had 
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I had remarked every night that I frequented 
this houi'e, a little man of uncouth figure, 
and unpropitious phyfiognomy; and had 
obferved him conftantly twirling a large key 
over his linger, whenever he entered into 
converfation, and ftriking this forcibly 
againfl; the table, when he wiflied to efta- 
blilli his argument or lilence his adverfary. 
I was allonilhed to find fo much wit and 
pleafantry in his difcourfe. He rallied with 
much vivacity all nations, and all govern- 
ments — but his own. He thought that 
France and Switzerland, which boafted of 
the pureft conftitutions, had lefs liberty than 
the Auftrians, whofe conditution of go- 
vernment he owned was the word. “ In 
“ Switzerland,” faid he, “ a man cannot 
“ fpeak his fentiments without hazard of 
“ imprifonment, nor in France without the 
“ danger of decapitation ; while in Vienna 
" a man may indulge himfelf in all free- 
‘*‘dom of remark, and runs no rilk, till he 
** lends his aid to plots, cabals, and confpi- 
“ racies. 


H H 9 


There 
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There ate, however, difcontents at Vi- 
enna ; and, were there all that freedom of 
Ipeech on which the orator inilfted, the cof- 
fec-houfes would refound with the com- 
plaints and remonftrances of the people. 
On the various topics he ran over, he ex- 
preffed himfelf with great vehemence, took 
much fnulF, and fmote frequently with his 
key. Some intelligence which I picked 
up from the houfc has acquainted me, that 
he has lately married a very pretty woman ; 
and that every evening when he leaves her, 
he locks the door, and pockets the key. 1 
will make no apology for thefe colorings 
after nature — however remote from the 
fpletidid fcenes of life : my fortune has at 
prefent thrown me into thofe walks of fo- 
ciety, where higher incidents cannot occur. 
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Vienna, 0 £l. 29, 1792, 

riENNA is a city fingularly built, i'l the 
centre of its fauxbourgs, and derives 
its name from the Wien which laves its 
walls, and falls into the Danube. That 
arm of this laft river, which pafles under 
the walls of Vienna, though fmall, gives to 
this town great commercial advantages by 
its navigation. The town itfelf, ftridtly 
taken, poffefles not more than three miles 
circumference, though the fauxbourgs arc 
edimated at four German, or upwards of 
twenty Englifli miles. The promenades 
upon the ramparts are very delicious, and 
command very extenlive and interefting 
profpedls. The climate appears to be very 
variable, and the weather admits of fuddea 
and violent changes. The heat is faid to be 
n H 3 extreme 
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extreme in fummer, and the cold is now fe- 
vere. All the inhabitants are wrapped in 
the thickeft clothing ; the ladies wear 
drefles lined with warm furs, and the gen- 
tlemen envelope themfelves in bcar-lkins. 
All the fliops are now filled with thcfe 
winter robes; and the fair, which is now 
commenced, has little elfe to exhibit, but 
caps, cloaks, boots, &c. made of the Ikins of 
beafts. Poeles here — which they call ofens — 
fupply the place of fires, yet arc in my opi- 
nion a very bad fubftitute. The heat of 
thefe ofens is certainly more general, yet is 
neither fo pleafant nor fo fenfible as that 
which arifes from a chimney fire. In ad- 
dition to this, I know no obje£l more cheer- 
ing than the latter. It is the point of con- 
centration in fociety, and the fource of 
amufement in folitude. There is fonie- 
thing fo fombrous in thefe machines, which 
are of great magnitude, and occupy a large 
angle of the room, in the diverfified forms 
of urns, pyramids, columns, &c. — that I 
pity the people who are yet ignorant of that 

luxuiy, 
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luxury, which illumines and animates the 
darknels of winter with its bright and vi- 
vifying rays. Goldfmith anticipates the re- 
turn of the fire-fide amufements with pqetic 
fenfibility. 

I dill had hopes — for pride attends us Hill — 

Amongft the fwains to Ihow my book learn’d fkill; 

Around my Jlrc an evening group to draw. 

And talk of all 1 felt, and all 1 faw. 

The ftreets of Vienna are in general to- 
lerably clean. Such is the nature of the 
foil, that half an hour’s rain renders them 
impaflible; but then half an hour’s wind 
remedies the evil, and reftores them to the 
ufual drynefs. The winds here are very 
flrarp, and very quickly work the foil into 
duft, which they then fcatter in whirlwinds; 
and being ftrongly impregnated with chalky 
particles, it is faid to be very pernicious to 
the health. The fauxbourgs are extremely 
pleafant; and the fpace which feparates 
them from the fortifications of the city is 
in fome places adorned with very handfome 
houfes, and the communication of ti\at de- 
H H 4 nominated 
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nominated the Jofeph-Stadt with the town, 
formed by very pleafant promenades. 1 he 
houfes are built extremely well, and carried, 
in many inftances, to a vaft height — though 
the generality do not exceed five llories. 
The ftaircafe is ufually of ftone, and the 
apartments on each floor fufiiciently nume- 
rous to lodge different families. Every 
houfe is numbered, and the name of every 
llreet aflSxed at the corner in large legible 
chara£i:ers. The town is well lighted ; the 
range of the fauxbourgs when illuminated 
-—which is only in the abfence of the moon 
—forms a very ilriking fpedfacle, and is by 
the inhabitants confidered as fuperior to the 
illumination of London itfelfi 

They reckon here leven hundred hack- 
ney coaches, in general handfome, and 
drawn by very excellent horfes. It is, 
however, a fault in the police, that the ^cs 
are not regulated by any fixed or general 
{tahdard. The charadler of the people is 
that of a tranquil clafs of men,, more at- 
tached to fenfuality than riot ^ in the treatr 

rocpV 
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mcnt of ftrangers, liberal and hofpitable. 
The charge of gluttony, with which they 
are fo commonly ftigmatized, is not totally 
without foundation ; yet I will venture to 
fay, that Vienna does not contain gluttons 
fo eminent, as numbers who lit down to 
our parochial feafts or corporation dinners. 
Good cheer is, indeed, purfucd here in 
every quarter, and mirth is worlhipped in 
every form ; yet the ftrcets arc profoundly 
quiet at all hours of the night ; no intem- 
perate revels difturb the public harmony, 
and the town is traverfed with the moft per- 
fect fecurity. Robberies are very rare in 
this city, and fires are yet more uncommon. 
I was witnefs to one, which was announced 
by a fignal from the fteeple of the cathedral, 
and the farther ravages of this accident 
Ipeedily prevented. 

Vienna feems protedled by the natural 
honefty of the inhabitants, for neither cen- 
tinels nor watchmen are to be found. The 
police of Berne is faid to be one of the moft 
pfle£kive and fuccefsful in Europe j but for 

*5 my 



474 


LETTER CLXXVII. 


my part, I never pafled a cheerful hour in 
the place : nor could I view without liorror 
the feverities arifing from the unrelenting vi- 
gilance of that ftern and jealous government, 
which prohibits every fpccies of amufemcnt, 
and which ellabliflies public order by indi- 
vidual oppreflion. If pcrfonal fafoty and 
civil quiet arc to be paid for at the expence 
of fuch facrifices, 1 for cue would never 
become a purchafer. I confefs to you, 1 
would fly a town — where the utmoft re- 
turns which I obtain for the furrender of my 
liberty and my amufements — are the boaft 
of a free government, and the privilege of 
moping in melancholy fecurity. I would 
rather plunge into, the perilous walks of 
Paris or London, where I might be diverted 
—though at the hazard of my perfon and 
my purfe. 



[ 475 ] 


LETTER CLXXVIII. 

Vienna, O^ober 31, 1792. 

TV/T^ pen muft ftill run upon trifles of the 
“*■ day — Roufleau lhall be my apologift — > 
“ c’eft dans les bagatelles,” fays this fiudent 
of mankind, “ que le naturel fe decouvre.” 

I was amufed a day or two paft at a dinner, 
to which chance had brought a clufter bf 
men, whofc diverfity of figure, nation, and 
language formed a curious fccne. Soon 
after I had Icated myfelf, an Italian entered 
the room, who placed himfelf next me ; 
fliortly after entered two portly Turks, who 
took alfo their feats at the table; laftly 
crept in a ftupid looking German : and thus 
our company being formed, dinner pro- 
ceeded. I exchanged a few words with the 
Italian, who wiflied to recommend to me 
the purchafe of a filver fnuff-box. Very 
little other converfation pafTed, and that 

little 
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little Teemed reciprocally unintelligible ; but 
the figularity of the combination was, to me 
at lead, a fubjedk of fuiHcient diver lion. 

Soon after my arrival at Vienna, myfelf 
and the Hcflian commenced a very labo- 
rious fearch after Madame V , our fe- 

male friend from Zurich, which ended fuc- 
cefsfully. We found her lodged and boarded 
in a very mean apartment, at the very fum- 
mit of the houfe. Her landlord was a frauen- 
Jchneider*y who certainly had the talent 
of converting his apartment, a portion of 
which was occupied by himfelf and his 
wife, to very lucrative ufes. Madame V-- ■■ ■ . 
admitted the awkwardnefs of her fituation, 
but deemed the embarralTments which Ihe 
encounters in this miferable lodging coun- 
terbalanced by its nearnefs to the academy, 
whofe models ihe copies, and by the clear- 
nefs of the light which the attic window 
conveys. Here I often pafs an hour or two 
in the clofe of the evening, enjoy a very 
pleaAng converfation, and make a very fru- 
* Woman’j taylor. 



LETTER CLXXVlIf. 


477 

gal repaft. The Swifs painter, who ufually 
attends, is difpatched to purchafe for me a 

bottle of Vienna beer, and Madame V 

provides a brown loaf, upon which we feaft 
with primitive luxury. As I have been 
repeatedly folicited, I once fat down to a 
participation of the general flipper, which 
confifted only of a large bowl of potatoes 
and onions chopped up together. I need 
fcarcely inform you, that contentment made 
one of the party. 

My friend the Heffian, of whom I have 
fo often fpoken, (and from W’hom I have 
now, perhaps, for ever, feparated,) was 
a man, whofe charaifter I cannot contem- 
plate, without feeling for him a feritiment, 
in which pity has Ibme, but refiiedi the 
greater fliare. He appeared in no mo- 
ment of life to have given himfelf the trou- 
ble of thinking. The “ vivre fans fouci** 
was, in liis eftiraatlon, fuperior to all the 
fplehdor of fcience. I admired the good- 
nefs of his heart, and was amufed by the 
pleafantncfs of his fbciety; but my pur- 

pofes 
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pofes of travel were in no degree promoted 
by his acquaintance. He cared nothing for 
the productions of learning, or the monu- 
ments of art. He had paffed fome years 
in Vienna, yet lludied alone thofe quarters 
of the town which vended the heft wine 
and lodged the prettieft girls. He wanted 
indeed neither natural reliih, nor original 
capacity, for literary attainments ; but the 
means of cultivating that tafte, and aug- 
menting that capacity, lay not in the route 
of a military life, of hard fervice, and hafty 
pleafure. Condemned to pafs his days in a 
country, remote from the land which gave 
him birth — torn from all that he held dear— 

I faw him chilled by the profpcfb, whenever 
circumftances brought it into view. Not- 
withftanding his long abfence, Darmftadt 
ftill held the firft place in his afie£tions. “ I 
“ have left,” faid he to me, “ my friends; . 
“ they are but few, but you cannot conceive 
“ how I adore them. Thofe friends,” 
would he fay, while the tear ftole down his 
cheek, “ whofe virtues I have proved — of 

13 “ whofe 
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‘‘ vvliofe conftancy I am convinced, and 
“ whofe linage is ever before me.” Many 
are the inftances of violent love, but fuch 
examples of paliionate fricndlhip do not 
often occur. If the feelings of the latter 
are lefs rapturous, they are better calculated 
for duration; love is, in the maxim of the 
pour long- terns — but Iriendllaip pour 

toujours. 
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\'icnna, Nov. 2, 1792. 

/■y^iiERE are many edifices at Vienna 
“*■ which merit attention, lefs from the 
beauty of their architecture than the trea- 
fures they contain. Without delcending to 
particulars, the tout enfanblc of the metro- 
polis conveys to the mind ideas of magni- 
ficence. The entrance at the Bourg gate 
announces a city of no mean importance. 
The numerous buildings which form the 
Court, and the extenfive fquare which the/e 

inclofe. 
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inclolb) the well-dreft guards, and the fuperh 
equipages, form a coup d^ail of confiderable 
grandeur. I ihall not undertake to give 
you an enumeration of thofe public edifices 
which adorn this great capital, nor of the 
treafures they poflefs. Abler pens have al- 
ready traced the beauties and the defeats of 
the firft, and corredt catalogues of the fecond 
are in the hands of every one. The trea- 
fures of the crown are eftimated at an ira- 
tnenfe value. The cabinet of antiques has 
been laid open to the world by the Abbe 
Eckhel, who has given plates and explica- 
tions of the moft rare and remarkable. The 
arfenals here are in very high repute : I faw 
not their interior, for reafons whofe force 
I was unable to oppofe. The great mortars 
and cannon, taken from the Turks at differ- 
ent periods, are preferved in the grand arfe- 
nal : thefe are faid to be enormous. The 
ingenious difiribution of the fmall arms is 
alfo very highly celebrated ; this is faid to be 
done in all the varieties of elegant arrange- 
ment. 1 have heard it affirmed, that three 

hundred 
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hundred thoufand {land of arms might be 
taken from this vail armoury, without de- 
ranging apparently the order of the dillri- 
bution. 

Vienna abounds In liberal iullirutions for 
the encouragement of the arts, inrlepend- 
ent of the univerlity — which is a very :;oble 
foundation, and comprehends in its plan 
every fpecies of literature — there are public 
fchools upon a large fcale, and academies 
whofe reputation is not confined to the cir- 
cle of their own territory. The academy of 
the fine arts is furnilhed with copies of the 
bell Roman and Florentine ftatues, as mo- 
dels for the artifts, who ftudy within its 
walls. Its members are numerous, and in- 
clude fome very refpeilable names. There 
is in this city a public pawn-office, under 
the title of Lombardy upon a fimilar plan, 
with the “Banco di pieta” at Rome. I 
have alfo obferved two inftitutions here, 
whofe objctSls are of the wiled policy. The 
firft is a leminary for ^ the fonmtion of 
fchool-mijlrejfesy w'hn ar^ indruided in all 

VOL. II. 11^ points 
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points neceflary to qualify them for that of- 
fice. The feconcl Is an inftitution clofely 
connefled with political wifdom — an afy- 
lum for unplaced fervants, who are here 
employed, to prevent the evils of idlenefs, 
the temptations of beggary. There are 
other equally politic and humane eftablifh- 
ments, to receive the wretched and recover 
the fick — to remove ohjefts of horror from 
the public eye, and to provide occupation 
for thofe fuperfluous members, who feem 
born only to clog the wheels of fociety. 

I have vifited fevcral of the principal 
churches in Vienna. The cathedral, con- 
fecrated to St. Stephen, is a very magnificent 
Gothic edifice ; the interior is fpacious, and 
bears ftrongly the marks of antiquity. The 
memory of the great Eugene was revived, 
by the monument in the cathedral which in- 
clofes his afhes. The church of St. Peter ' 
is very handfome, but fombre ; it is of an 
oval figure, and covered with marble. The 
tomb of Wolfgangius, that real and labo- 
rious fcholar, is Ample, and denoted only 
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by a plain infcription. The Hof-kirche,” 
or Court Church, is an elegant edifice, and 
has its facade upon the Place denominated 
from the court. There is a monument, in 
the church of the Anguftines, of a very 
odious nature. The (keleton of St. Cle- 
ment is here clothed in gold, and extended 
upon its back ; the Ikull bears an handfome 
tiara ; the whole is dcpofited upon velvet, 
and inclofed in a glals cafe. This grim 
figure, in its fplendid robes, prefents to my 
eyes a very difgufting fpedtacle. 

In a chapel called, “ La Chapelle des 
“ Morts,” is the tomb of the famous 
Marefchal Laudohn. The medallion of 
that hero is elevated upon a pyramid, 
formed of trumpets, cannons, and all the 
different implements of war. Various parts 
of this monument are covered with repre- 
' fentations of battles, in which of courfe the 
enemy is deferibed as flying before the Im- 
perial eagles. Confonant as this may be to 
the truth of hiftory, it feems not to find its 
place here. The laurels of peace alone 
1 1 2 fliould 
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fhould adorn the marble, which records the 
memory of the dead — if it be the object of 
thefe public honors, to excite the tear of 
fenfibility, or to draw forth the benediction 
of the pious. 
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Vienna, November 5, 1792. 
J ATTENDED divine fervice yefterday, at 
the church of the Reformed, and was 
very much gratified by the chafte folemnity 
of the fcene. The congregation was nu- 
merous, and there was this peculiarity in 
their fervice, that they chaunted the whole of 
the pfalms without any accompaniment from 
an organ. Madam V——, who is a protef- 
tant,was my condu^refs. In returning from 
this church, by the way of the cathedral, I 
obferved upon an old monument an epi- 
taph, whofe quaintnels may divert you— ■ 
The author is, in his medallion, faid to have 
been ** PraefeClus Urbis.” 


Excoliii 
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Excolui primum mufas et Apollinis artesj 
Nempe fui medicus tuncque poeta limul, 

Poftea me rebus natum majoribus auxit 
Csefar, et ornavit praefidis oflicio. 

111a igitur noftro funt verba infcripta fepulchro 
Unica, vixi olim, Cufpinianus eram. 

Hiftorisc immenfx monumcnta eterna reliqui^ 

Vivus in his femper Cufpiiiianus erit* 

I (hall give you a tranflation, of about 
equal merit. 

The mufe’s firfl; I try’d and Galen’s art. 

And jointly played the bard’s and doftor’s part. 

But fated to fuftain a nobler care. 

Great Cxfar placed me in the prxfeft’s chair. 
Enough, the marble fpeaks that (hall proclaim ^ 

In (imple lines Cufpinianus’ name. 

The reft his tomes record, and till they rot, 
Cufpinianus ne’er (hall be forgot. 

My calculations of this morning have led 
me to decide upon a fpeedy departure from 
this place. Upon comparing the weight of 
my ducats, with the extent of my plans, I 
felt theneceffity of withdrawing myfelf from 
this capital ; and, as my advances in the 
language have put me, in fome meafure, 
upon a level with the natives^ I fliall enter 
•• I I 3 
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with more confidence upon the progrefs of 
my tour through this interefting country. 
There is a term in ufe at Vienna, from 
which, without an extraordinary (hare of 
contrivance, I am likely to experience fome 
inconvenience. This term is “ Andenc- 
‘‘ ken” or, as they vulgarly ufe it, “ Angct- 
tencken”— and indicates a/owv^wV, or token 
of remembrance. All with v/hom I have 
any fort of acquaintance, upon the appre- 
henfion of my quitting Vienna, have put in 
their claim for an “ Angedencken.” The 
variety of claimants upon this principle, 
have compelled me to conclude upon a fe- 
cret emigration ; and as the fervices of my 
landlady were neceflary for the accomplifli- 
meat of this enterprizc, I have prefented 
her with a little German volume, and an- 
nounced niy intention of eluding the reft. 

Prague will be my firft ftage, after leaving 
Vienna ; and Berlin, by the v/ay of Dref- 
den and Leipfig, will be, as I conjedture, 
the utmoft limit which my travelling 
finances, alfifted by the moft intrepid ceco- 
7 pomy, 
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nomy, will admit. The communication 
between Berlin and Hamburg will enable 
me to find a place in fome vefl'el bound for 
England ; and then, committing myfelf to 
the mercy of the waves, and the care of 
Providence, I lhall hope to revifit that 
happy ifland, to which, every comparifon 
I have yet made, has incroafed my attach- 
ment and regard. 

Whether I may experience any, or what 
interruption from the progrefs of the French 
arms, I am little anxious to know ; but 
their extraordinary fuccelTes along the 
Rhine, have filled the coftee-houfes with 
clamor and prediiftions- To-morrow is the 
day on which the weekly waggon fets out 
for Prague, fo that I am at this moment 
preparing the necclfary fleps for an early 
and unobferved departure. 


114 
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Nov\ 13, ^792. 

J HAVE moved with ib*ne degree of rapi- 
dity towards tins place — tJic very ad- 
vanced ftate of the feafon, and the appre- 
henllons of obftruction from Ihows, induced 
me to prefs my march. In my laft I ap- 
prized you of my intention to quit Vienna. 
On entering the oiGce to take my place for 
the Prague Wagcuy the office-keeper re- 
garded me fternly; and, without paying 
any attention to my requell of regiftering 
my name, made fome remark, whofe fenfe 
I did not comprehend. He quickly ex- 
plained, dircdling his finger to my head, 
and declaring, that he could not poffibly 
treat with me till I had taken off my hat. 
To authenticate his claim, he ffiowed me 
the fovereign’s arms over the door, and faid, 

that 
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that he a^led under Imperial authority, t 
neither made oppofition, nor teftified reluc- 
tance ; but fi nply afTuring him, that in Eng- 
land thel'e things were ludilTerent, finilhed 
my treaty has in hand. 

Exclulivc of the condviclor, we were only 
three in number. One a Pruflian, native 
of Berlin, who had been refident in Eng- 
land j the other an Auftiian, whofe accent 
difeovered him not to be an inhabitant of 
the capital. The weather was clear, yet 
tremendou fly cold ; and our journey, which 
was of three days and nights unintermitted, 
did not want its fatigues. Bohemia is not 
a wine country. Upon paffing the frontiers 
of Aufiria, beer is the common beverage ; 
and, if 1 may judge from the rigor of the 
natives, the qualities of this beer are not 
below its general reputation. The country 
abounds in game : our track bore us through 
feme parts, in which the hares on either 
fide of the road were innumerable. At a 
town where we fupped, within fome few 
ppfts of Prague, the landlord indulged us 

with 
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with the choice of hares, pheafants, or par- 
tridges. The fhortneft of our time decided 
us for the latter, and he drefled us quickly 
two brace of the greateft beauty and flavor. 
They did not cofl: us more than fourteen 
pence a brace in Engliflx money. The 
whole face of Bohemia is mountainous ; 
thefe mountains are faid to poflfefs great 
treafures. Their mines are various, and 
invaluable; gems and metals are there 
found in great numbers, and of fuperior 
character. 

I was more pleafed with the Bohemian 
than the Auftrian girls. The former arc, 
indeed, lefs fair, yet what they want in 
complexion, is amply fupplied by fonn, 
and fafeinating fimplicity. Their features 
are not regular, nor are their countenances 
corredl ; yet nature has given them charms, 
which muft be felt, though they cannot al- 
ways be defined. Their drefs is wild, and 
not ungraceful ; and their general appear- 
ance is, in a high degree, prepofTefling. 

I haye 
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I have heard it reported, that the Bohe- 
mians export largely the feathers of their 
birds, and that feather beds are therefore 
very fcurce in this country. Of this I had 
little opportunity of judging, as, between 
Monday and Friday evening, I was not al- 
lowed to prefs the couch, or leek in any ho- 
rizontal polture the bleflings of repolc. 
Though our can'iage v/as by far the befl; 
German vehicle I ever fa\v, yet the ponder- 
ous llru^lure, and the roughnefs of the 
road, occahoned perpetual concuflions, which 
efFedtually prevented the enjoyment of con- 
tinued {lumbers. Other interruptions alfo 
occurred of a no lefs provoking dcfcrlption. 
At the end of every {lation the poAilioa 
blows his horn, and ftriking the window, 
demands of each palTenger his fee. The 
irritation excited by fo unfeafcnable a de- 
mand, the buflle neceflTary to difeover the 
purfe, and count the fols, banilhed com- 
pletely all propenlity to llcep. Ere fuch 
propenlities can be re-aequired, another 
clamorous poflilion is preparing tp blow 

his 
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his horn, and dazzle your half-clofed eye* 
nvith the flames of bis lanthorn. 


LETTER CLXXXII. 

/^HE fpirit of a traveller Ihould be ford- 
fled with much philofophy, and that 
philofophy (hould be of a cad to counteradl 
the influence of minute provocations. That 
fmall portion which I poflefs is ufually ex> 
haufled, before I have been dragged through 
all the ceremonies of entering a new town. 
Upon arriving before the gates of Prague, 
guards as ufual arred our progrefs, demand 
our names, characters, occupations, hotel, 
&c. which are feverally regidered ; a gre- 
nadier then enters the waggon, and accom- 
panies us to the cudom-houfe. Here w« 
are transferred from military ferutiny to • 
civil inquilition : we are conducted into a 
warehoufe, confined to a few fquare feet 
Over whofe boundaries we dep at our peril ; 
and, fadgued with a painful journey of 
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•ighty hours, we muft continue upon our 
legs, till the different articles of our luggage 
are minutely explored, and the excifeman is 
at leifure to catechife us. An Englilhman, 
who has fo few inconveniences to encounter 
in his own country, is not quickly dilci- 
plined to inquidtorial infolence. Fortu- 
nately, however, for the improvement of 
his temper, leffons fucceed each other fo ra- 
pidly, that if his natural irritability be not 
invincible, a courfc of travelling mull effect 
his cure. 

Prague is a town of great antiquity, and 
the general afpc£t of it bears the traces of 
remote times. The bridge which connects 
the two divifions, makes a noble figure. 
It is, indeed, crowded with cumberous 
groupes of fculpture, which, though to- 
tally at variance with tafte and proportion, 
give an air of magnificence to the whole. 
The fituation of the town is delicious, and 
muft afford in the gay feafon of the year 
many piAurefque fcenes. Some parts of 
the New Town are- conftru^ed upon the de'» 
$ clivlties 
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clivities of thofe hills which flank the city, 
and command a profpedl: of vaft extent. 
The cold was exceflive, yet conlidered by 
the inhabitants as temperate. I expreffed 
my fehfatioris at the rigors of the winter — 
They deem thcmfelves as yet but in the 
veftibule j and wave their complaints, till 
half the town fhall be buried in fnow. The 
Molda, which is the river that waflies this 
capital, is either not very confiderable, or 
was at the time I faw it much below its or- 
dinary level. 

Hiftorians and travellers have minutely 
traced all the beauties of this celebrated 
city ; and its military and religious viciffi- 
tudes are too notorious to need recapitu- 
lation. I' could not help calling an eye of 
refledtion, as I fauntered among its battle- 
ments, upon the deftrudlivc ficges this place 
has experienced, and the blood that has 
been Ihed before its walls. Yet the events 
of war are eclipfed by the brilliant exam- 
ples of fcience and religion, which adorn 
the early hiftory of this capital. Foremoft 

in 
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in the ranks of religious enquiry, Prague 
exhibited to the world an early fchool of 
reformed theology j and added to the rolls 
of martyrdom, two of the firft vitSlims 
of papal intolerance and religious perfe- 
cution. How melancholy to refledl, that 
the war fliculd have found an ally in re- 
ligion ! that the diforders of mankind 
Ihould have been aggravated, by what 
was defigned as their cure : and that the 
bonds of civil foclety fhould have been^ diC- 
Iblved by thofe very means, which were 
devifed to cement their union, and perpe- 
tuate their exiftence ! If ever a momentary 
pang could enter celePcial bofoms, it would 
furely be, when the facred name of religion 
is proftituted to the purpofes of cruelty, and 
the fword of pcrlecution is employed to 
fubvert the inviolable rights of confcience. 

L E T T E R CLXXXIir. 

j PASSED but two days at Prague, and 
yet am pretending to judge of the peo- 
ple. You may allow what degree of cre- 
dit 
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dit you think proper to my teftimony, I 
fhall not be deterred from delivering my 
fentiments by your deficiency of faith. I 
had conceived, I know not why, fome- 
thing barbarous and unfavourable in the 
Bohemians. This prejudice was quickly 
done away by converfation with the natives 
in my way to Prague. In the capital I 
was introduced to a family of fome con- 
fideration, from whofc hofpitality and man- 
ners I inferred very advantageoufly of this 
people. Had it been within the nature of 
my plan to allow more time to this place, 
I had every profpedt of an agreeable refi- 
dence through the good offices of this 
family. 

The Pruffian, whom I have before men- 
tioned as my fellow-traveller in the poft- 
waggon, agreed to join me in the route I 
propofed to take, as it coincides nearly with 
his own. By his mediation I drank Tokai 
with the citizens of Prague, and talked po- 
litics with their wives — French politics I 
mean, which have fet the whole world at 

variance. 
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Variance, and which here infufe themfelves 
into all the channels of converfation. Six 
regiments art ihortly to march from Prague 
to join the combined forces. Thefe are men 
of noble ftature and fine military figure ; 
the greater part of whom will probably never 
fee their native foil again. “ And for whom 
“ this facrifice ?” faid the lady who reported 
it, and who had a near relation of the 
number, “ for a fett of fugitives who have 
“ ruined their country, and whofe crimes 
“ have provoked the vengeance which pur- 
** fues them.” War is doubtlefs a calamity 
under all its circumftances, and patriotifm is 
the foie ground which can reconcile its hor- 
rors to a feeling mind. 

The Bohemian language has a barbarous 
found, and differs very widely from the 
German ; it is the Sclavonie dialect. The 
German is however very much fpoken here, 
and the name of every flreet is announced 
at its entrance in. both languages. The inn 
called the Bath is remarkably good. The 
beef here was without exception the fineft 

VOL. II. K K I ever 
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I e>;er met with ; and, if I might judge of 
the country at large, from the fpecimens 
which this town aifordcd, provifions are 
excellent and abundant; Myfelf and the 
Pruffian having come to an .agreement to 
travel together, we determined upon em- 
ploying what ’is here called the extra poft, 
in which cafe we fhould be more at our 
own direction, and move on with lefs te- 
dioufnefs and fatigue. By a fort of con- 
tract entered into between us, our travelling 
finances were united ; and the refpeCtability 
of my companion’s connections at Prague 
induce me to believe that this accidental 
engagement will not want its advantages. 


LETTER CLXXXIV. 


JT was little more than two o’clock on the 
Sunday morning when we were rouzed 
by the horn of the poftilion whom we had 
engaged the over-night. Our baggage was 

fbon 
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foot! faftenecl on, and ourfelves feated. The 
morning was extremely dark, but the pofti- 
lion flogged through the ftreets as though 
the town had been fully illuminated. When 
arrived at tlie gates, a grenadier centinel 
flopped us, and demanded our IJ// of the 
night. This, from advice obtained the pre- 
ceding day, we had procured from the Mu- 
nicipality, and this fecured us the opening 
of the gates. At the end of the firfl flation 
the day began to break, and I had an op- 
portunity of obferving, what I had been 
before curious to examine, the ftrudture of 
our carriage. 

A long narrow bafket forms the body of 
this machine, and this is faftened, by wood 
and iron, upon four wheels. In about the 
middle of this baiket is a feat, and the lug- 
gage is diftributed before and behind. They 
.carried us with two horfes, the poftilion 
driving from a little box. As the price of 
the poll is fixed, there is no difficulty at- 
tending the payment. The fame cannot 
be faid of that fee which the poft-boy re- 
K K 2 quires, 
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quires, and which is called trink-gelt^ pt 
drink-money. This, though fixed by the 
fame tariffe that determines the price of 
poft-horfes, only decides, in the opinion of 
thefe extortioners, how little you ihall not 
give them. The pay fixed for thefe harpies 
is feventeen kreutzers each poll:. We tried 
at firfi; to acquire the reputation of fome 
liberality by a moderate addition to this 
fum, but were defeated in our expedlations 
of giving fatisfadion. We therefore fixed 
our plan to rife no higher than twenty- four 
kreutzers, except on particular occafions; 
and we fucceeded at leaft as well by fuch 
cxax)nomy, as we had before done by a more 
liberal allowance. The whole difiance be- 
tween Prague and Drefden is eighteen Ger- 
man miles, making near one hundred Eng- 
jilh. We could not with all our diligence 
shake more than fourteen the firfi day,* 
though we were near nineteen hours on the 
road, and fcarcely made any ftoppage by the 
way. The country through which we pafied 
was of QO particular beauty, and the towns 
. . 
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but of an ordinary call. As we approached 
Saxony the country improved; and we 
coalled along Tome formidable mountains 
till we arrived by the clofe of day at the 
poft-houfe from which we were to make 
our laft ftation. It was near fix o'clock 
before we could get a relay of horfes. The 
llage proved a very perilous one, and 
nothing but our ignorance of its dangers 
could excufe the undertaking it at fo late 
an hour. ' 

Our poftilion mounted in a very fullen 
humour, and expreflTed his paflion by crack- 
ing his whip outrageoufly as he left the 
town. It foon began to grow extremely 
dark, and neither myfelf nor my comrade 
could difeern what track we were purfuing. 
We found ourfelves beginning to afeend, 
and could hear befide us the rufliing of 
water. As we were thus mounting, the 
pollilion blew his horn : this was retunied 
by another, who was defeending ; and how 
we feverally palTed is Hill to me a fecret. 
The night continued to darken, and a fog 
KK3 came 
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came on, which fecmed deftined to aggra- 
vate our embarraflinent. The poftilion 
now difmounted, and after proceeding fome 
time on foot, afliircd iis that if the darknefs 
continued he fliould not be able to find his 
W’ay ; that there were yet two mountains 
to pafs, the fecond of winch was very la- 
borious, and after this mountain a very ex- 
tenfive wood. Thunderftruck with this 
intelligence, we could only recommend him 
to life his beft endeavours to keep the track 
and proceed. Having pafled the firft moun- 
tain, and being arrived at the foot of the 
moft formidable, our poftilion acquainted 
us, that in a hut at fome few yards diftance 
he fhould be able to procure a lanthorn, 
and that it would be dangerous to proceed 
without it. We embraced the propofol 
with readinefo, and he Ihortly returned, ac- 
companied by a man who bore a lanthorn 
before us the reft of the way. We faw 
by the help of this light the dangers of 
which the poftilion had given biit a juft 
reprefentation j for a more tremendpus 

track 
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track was never paffed by night. The road 
W’as cut out of the rock ; great mafles of 
ftone ftrewed the path by which wc afeend- 
ed ; and I am perfuaded that witliout this 
light we muft have periflied in the at- 
tempt. 

After conquering this mountain, we 
entered upon the wood of Petcrfvvalda; 
through the denfe and dark coverts of 
which our light difeovered a track, crofled 
by a thoufand others. As thefe rcccfles arc 
not unfrequcntly the afylum of robbers, wc 
willied ourfclves well through it. A fvvord 
a-piece was all the arms our magazine af- 
forded. We covenanted to ufe them in 
each other’s defence ; but unfortunately for 
our prowefs no enemy appeared. We 
quitted the wood by ten o’clock in peaceful 
triumph, and Iheathed our ufelefs arms in 
the poft-town of Peterfwalda. 


KK 4 
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^UR (ituatidn, on arriving at the poft- 
houfe, was not veiy enviable. All the 
weary world was retired to lleep in this 
hamlet, and no light was to be feen. The 
found of the horn brought out a poft-boy^ 
who took charge of the horfes, whilft we 
endeavoured to rouze feme of the people of 
the houfe. When we entered, we foun4 
neither light nor fire, ^ter pafiing fo 
many hours in an open carriage, we were 
however ftrongly difpofed to folicit fQm,e 
refreflinient. At length an old woman came 
to our afiifiance, holding a lath lighted at 
one end, which, according to the ufual 
mode of illuminating thefe miferable man- 
fions, fire (luck into the wall obliqijicljrr^. 
After confiderable waiting, we were^at 
length ferved with the remains ©f a hare, 
which, whether from its real excellence or 

frortt 
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from our nccefijtics, appeared to have an 
exquiHte flavor. 

Having difpofed of the fmall portion of 
hare which our hoflefs had procured us, we 
flept till five o’clock of the following morn- 
ing, when we re-commenced our journey, 
in the firft ftation of which we crolTed the 
boundaries of Saxony and Bohemia. One 
difadvantage of our change of country was 
the addition of half a florin per illation to the 
polling j a proportionate increafe was made 
in the poftilion’s demand. The road pur-» 
filed a track along the left bank of the Elbe, 
and the approach to Drefden was not un- 
worthy the elegance of this city. Our 
names and profeifions were, as ufual, de- 
manded upon entering the town ; and, as 
we had crofled the frontiers of Bohemia, 
a vifit from the cufiom-houfe was the firfi 
• falute with which we were welcomed at 
our arrival in Saxony. 

Dresden is a beautiful town, compofed 
of honfes extremely well built, and pofi 

feflSng 
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feffing ill general an air of magnificence. 
The cathedral is a majefllc edifice, and the 
bridge of ftonc thrown over the Elbe con- 
tributes grcatly'to the ornament and con- 
venience of the' town. The public build- 
ings are noble, and the Gallery yields to no 
repofitory of the fine arts in Europe. Tra- 
vellers have detailed the various treafures 
that compofc this vaft mufeum ; and, as 
the world is in poflefiion of deferiptions 
the moft accurate of its curiofities, it would 
be fuperfluous in me to add to the culo- 
giums it has already received. I could 
throw no new light on its antiques, nor 
detect any new beauties in 'its more recent 
monuments — for I did not fee it : Circum- 
ftances, which I need not particularize, in- 
terpofing between me and my wiflies, I left 
Drefden without this gratification. Tlie 
landlord where we lodged was one of thofc 
inconvenient men who, fpeaking fome Eng- 
lilh, and affefting much civility, gave us a 
very confiderable fliarc of his company. 
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He had ferved in America, which he re- 
garded, in connetllion wiUi his broken Eng- 
liih, as a fufficient claim to notice. 

There is a very neat theatre at Drefden, 
hut the performers were very much below 
mediocrity. The EletSior and his confort at- 
tended the evening I was there, and I could 
not help remarking the etiquette that was 
obferved by all prelent. Thefe perfonages 
occupied the ftage-box, and drank coficc, as 
it appeared, for the amufement of the fpcc- 
tators, who watched and obeyed their mo- 
tions with greit precilion. At the clofe of 
each acl all the company rofe, and con- 
tinued Rn riding with the moft pcrfcdl de- 
corum till the next commenced. This was 
a cerctnoi'.y I had never yet feen pra£tifed; 
and I could not help contrafting the de- 
' fercncc here paid to the Elcdtor and his 
confort, with the flight notice taken of the 
Emperor and Emprefs in the theatre at 
Vienna. The w’omcn of Drefden are very 
fair. 1 faw more plcaflng countenances 
during the time I pafTed in that city than in 
1 4 any 
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any town where I have lately refided. There 
is a degree of elegance in their form and 
their phyliognomies which is not often 
equalled. In returning from the theatre I 
was aftoniflied to meet in the public ftreets 
fuch numbers of the Cytherean train. How- 
ever the i!lri£t obligations of virtue may be 
difregarded by thefe charming females, the 
laws of decorum appeared to fuffer no re- 
laxation. Our landlord to-day held forth, 
at the wane of the evening, very warmly 
on continental politics. He talked of troops 
which were to march from Drefden againft 
the French, whofe fuccelles had occafioned 
no fmall alarm in this part of the country. 
He Hated very fully the anxiety which was 
excited by the late propofal to raife the 
Bledlor to the throne of Poland. As he 
had all thefe topics in a certain chain, he 
fuffered no reply to ipterrupt him till he 
had finilhed. A little Hungarian wine 
brought out the lecret of his heart, when 
difcourling on French politics; and he clofed 
his harangue by protefUng, that though a 
4. faithful 
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faithful fervant of his own government, he 
ihould be unwilling to bear arms againft 
the gallant defenders of a better conftitu- 
tion* 


LETTER GLXXXVI. 


j WAS diftrefled at the ncceflity which 
bounded my ftay at Drefden to one day; 
but the compafs pointed to Leipfig, and by 
four o’clock of the following morning we 
prepared to quit this charming town. Our 
firft ftage was run over with great rapidity, 
as road and horfes were excellent. In ge- 
neral the road continued good to Leiplig, 
and we found no part indifferent but the 
concluding ftage. The greater part of the 
road ran along the (helving declivities which 
inclofe the valley. The Elbe flows for a 
confiderable part of the way parallel with 
it j and in the gay feafon no beauty can be 
* wanting 
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wanting to render thtfe landfcapes pic-» 
turefquc and pleafing. 

I found Leipfig a very plain town, but 
compafl. To judge from Abort and general 
obfervation, it is chiefly compofed of ftu- 
dents, mechanics, and bookfellers. Of the 
firft there are eftimated from fourteen to 
flixteen hundred. The town has little to 
claim on the fcore of vivacity, as the flreets 
want not only the elegance of fafliion, but 
activity of trade. The population is 
faid to exceed thirty thoufarid. Here, as at 
Vienna, the houfes are built upon fo large 
.a fcale, that they contain, in many inftaoces, 
from twenty to thirty families. The Uni- 
verfity is formed of a fet of very ancient 
buildings, occupying a very contradied 
ipace, and by no means ornamental to the 
town. The church of the Nicolaiques is a 
very elegant edifice, and the only one of the 
kind that merits attention. It is not yet 
completely finilhed in its interior. Its de- 
corations are perfedlly expreffive of that 
dignilled fimplicity which fliould charac- 
terize 
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terizc a chriftian temple. There is a prome- 
nade without the walls which encircles the 
whole town. Parts of this promenade arediC* 
pofed with no fmall tade, and the whole is 
agreeably arranged for the purpofes to 
which it prctcncis. 

Upon the whole, Lcipfig has little to ex- 
hibit to a traveller who makes a tranlient 
vifit, and who fecks to be gratified with 
pompous curiofitles. The great ornaments 
of Lcipfig arc to be found in the characters 
which iflue from its Univerfity, and the 
productions of its prefs. The manners of 
the inhabitants cannot be fairly judged of 
by a rapid furvey. They have the repu- 
tation of being fuch as a traveller would 
wilh to find the manners of thofe with 
whom he is to pafs a great portion of his 
time. I have converfed with fome perfons 
of credit in the place, and, from all that I 
can collect, in no town is fociety more com- 
pact, or upon a more eafy footing. The 
inhabitants appear to want none of the 
agremens of focial life. Intercourfe the 
' moft 
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mofl: familiar, and hofpitality the molt: libd^ 
ral, are &id to prevail amongfl; them. In 
addition to thefe, all the advantages which 
books and the eonverfe of literary men can 
'tKnitribute, abound. If thefe circumliandes 
be fairly conlidered, few towns can afford a 
better afylum to the man whofe tafte can 
be amufed by rational fociety, and whole 
•defires can be gratified by moderate plea- 
fures. 


LETTER CLXXXVII. 

Berlin^ Nov. i6, 1792 . 

Table d’Hote at Leipfig was very 
well attended, and exhibited a variety 
of company. I was allonilhed at the free 
d!fi:ullion o>f political topics which 1 there 
heard} fubjefts which involved , the moft 
dangerous quellions, were treated with a 
boldnefs, which convinced me, that the. evils 
complained of by fonie as exifting in this 
government were little injurious to the ge^ 
ne;ral liberty. The privilege of heiog dif- 

Gontented 
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contented is found in all dates ; but the 
privilege of difcuffing thofe difcontents 
without control) caa only exid under a 
government of fome virtue* It always 
fuppofes a degree of confequence in the 
people) which .a perfect tyranny never 
allows. 


Leipfig) to be known) claims a longer 
reHdence than the limits of my plan would 
allow me to make. I therefore took a 
hafty furvey of its feveral parts j and re- 
folved upon quitting it on the clofe of the 
fecond day. We entered our carriage in 
the afternoon) and pafled over a very fandy 
r)3ad) four German miles. 


When arrived at the poft-town, we con- 
fulted the poftilion upon the propriety of 
continuing our routC) who aflured us, that 
the next four miles were entirely through 
•woods, and that the road was uniformly 
bad. As we had already made experiment 
in this way through the wood of Peterf- 
walda, we were prepared to ellimate the in- 
convenience of entering upon a wood by 
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mght. We yielded, therefore, to the rea« 
foning of the poftilion, and pafled the night 
at Tnbcn. The next morning, between 
five and fix o’clock, we renewed our jour- 
ney, and entered the wood before day- 
break. We were convinced of our pru- 
dence in declining to purine our journey by 
night, as the roads xvere extremely bad, and 
full of dangerous inequalities. As the poft- 
mafter had no ‘wagen, he gave us a calalh, 
•which is a ftnall four-wheel chaife upon a 
perch. We had fcarccly made a third of 
our ftatipn, when this perch fuddenly fnap- 
ped in two, and brought us to the ground. 
Our flrouts arrefted the poftilion, and we 
fortunately were delivered from this wretch- 
ed machine, without receiving any damage. 
Our fituation was ftill very embarraifing. 
We were now in the middle of a wood, at 
the diftance of more than a league from any 
inhabited fpot, with a carriage fo entirely 
iliattered, that it appeared irapoflible to re- 
pair it fufficiently for the journey. Wc 
debated with the poftilion for Ibme time, 
7 upon 
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upon the beft means of remedying this dit« 
after. 

It was difEci^t at the outfet, to reftore 
the enraged driver to any tolerable temper. 
He curled the broken calafli by his gods, he 
gave it to the furies, and deftrutftion. When 
he grew weary, he recommended us to 
watch the horfes and tlie property, while he 
Went in quell of lb me alfiftance. The cold 
was exceffive, and we were left to experi- 
ence all its rigour, till, in the courle of an 
hour, we eyed him afar off, returning with 
the ftem of a fir-tree, which the accidental 
rencounter of a woodman had enabled him 
to fell. All hands were now employed to 
raife the machine, and infert the ftem of the 
fir-tree. This being at length eftedled by 
chaining and tying it to the remains of the 
. fradlured perch, we remounted our calalh, 

- and were dragged gently along in this man- 
ner to the next poll-town. Though the 
morning had opened fine, yet Ihortly the 
clouds colleded, and a ftorm of very cold 
and violent rain blew upon us. We were 
I. n 2 nearly 
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nearly torpid when we entered the poll- 
town. Fortunately a mefs of oflScera 
were juft let down to dinner, and we were 
admitted to a portion of what the table pro- 
duced. 

From this place we proceeded in our old 
fpecies of carriage, and were alTailed by 
wind and rain, againft which our unco- ’ 
vered vehicle afforded no Ihelter. This 
ftation, which was alfo of four miles, 
brought us upon the Prulfian territory. A 
Pruliian ccntincl accompanied us, upon en- 
tering, to the poft-houfe, where in his pre- 
fence the ofticers of the cuftoms made due 
inveftigation of our luggage. My great 
obje^ had been to reach Potzdam this day ; 
but the accident of the morning had ren- 
dered this impracticable without confider- 
able danger. We entered, however, upon, 
and accomplilhed another ftation. At the* 
boundary of this, the rain fell with great 
violence, and we were within an hour of 
midnight. It was refolved, therefore, to 
reft at the poft-houfe the remtuning houK 

‘ of 
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of the night. Rifing with the firft light of 
the morning, we entered upon the ‘road to 
Potzdam. The fands over which we had 
to pafs afforded fo great obftradtion, that it 
was not till eight o’clock that we arrived 
before the gates of this city. 


LETTER CLXXXVIir. 


»jpHE expence of travelling poll: increafed 
in a kind of arithmetic progreflion 
through the fevcral countries of Auftria, 
Saxony, and Pruflia. I have before men- 
tioned the addition of price which took 
place, upon palling from the Emperor’s do- 
minions to thofe of the Elector of Saxony. 
Another increafe has now been made, and 
the reckoning at the end of each ffation, 
confifting of the different charges for the 
horles, and wages of the wagen-mafter, the 
fchmeer-gelt, or greale for the wheels, and 
I, L 3 trink- 



Si8 LETTER CLXXXVIIL 
trink-gelt, or poftilion’s bounty money, is not 
a little complicate. Potzdam is a very hand> 
fome town, and bears the marks of a mo- 
narchical refidence. This it no longer is j 
the prefent king’s attachment to Charlotten- 
burg has totally fupplanted the importance 
of that city, which was the produdlion and 

# 

the idol of Frederic the Second. The ftrects 
of this city are in general very wide, and 
the public buildings and fquares have an air 
of magtiificence. But my curiofity flew 
from palaces and edifices of public fplendor, 
to the dignified retreat of this king and phi- 
lofopher. 

At about a mile and a half from the city, 
Hands the manfion of Sans-Souci, built by 
this firft of kings and of heroes. In the 
grounds contiguous to the building, are dif- 
pofed fome ftatues of no fuperior fculpture. 
The bufts of the twelve Caviars are arranged 
at the two wings, and in one angle of this ter- 
race, the remains of fome favorite dogs 
are honored by flat fepulchral flones, which 
preferve their names. There is a very 

fplendid 
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fplendid alcove, upon entering the grounds, 
which favours more of the king than the 
philofophcr. Upon entering the houfe, we 
were ufhered into a very handfome hall, and 
pafled from thence into a dining parlor. I 
fliall not particularize the i'everal apart- 
ments which coinpolc this elegant, though 
contradled, refidcnce. The chambers in 
the left wing, were thofe principally occu- 
pied by the late king ; thofe which compole 
the right, w-cre for the mofl part devoted to 
his guefts. His own particular chamber is 
very neat, decorated with very fimple orna- 
ments, and hung with fome piGures by the 
beft mafters. Two mufic-ftands are here 
preferved, of which he made great ufe, as 
he had a very paffionate attachment to 
mufic, and was elleemed to blow the flute in 
a very mafterly ftyle. His ftudy is fmall, 
but remarkably plcafant : the windows open 
upon the grounds in different afpe«Sts, and 
command very delicious and varied pro- 
fpedls. Thefe were the apartments that 
chiefly flKed my attention. Independent of 
1, 1, 4 the 
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the principal building, there is a fniallefj 
detached by a confiderable interval. This 
contains two very fuperb faloons, in the 
moft magnificent of which the monarch 
nfed to dine with his officers upon review 
days. The whole of Sans-Souci forms un- 
doubtedly a very handfoine rcfidenccj yet 
derives its principal value, from the recol- 
lection of the monarch who built and in- 
habited it ; — monarch who united in an 
eminent degree the higheft qualities of the 
philofophcr and the hero, and who en- 
twined with the laurels of war the flowers 
of Parnaffus. I could not help regarding 
with filent admiration the abode, within 
whofe walls were planned fyftems of legif- 
lation and fehemes of policy j where the 
Itudies of the ftatefman were combined 
with the vifions of the poet ; and the coun- 
cils of war with the fpeculations of philo- 
fophy. 

I went at eleven o’clock on the parade. 
Here the military are exercifed every day, 
jind they performed all their evolutions 

3 with 
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with an addrefs, which marked the moft ex^ 
cellent difcipline — the refult of the heroifm, 
the firmnefs, and the military paflion of 
I'rederic the Great. After the parade, I was 
defirous to make for Berlin, as it was not 
my intention to vifit any of thofe buildings 
which ufually attract, and, where circum- 
ftanqes favor, may fufficiently merit the 
attention of travellers. A public carriage 
called the Journaliere, was about to fet off. 
We therefore paid our fare, which was ex- 
tremely reafonable, and arrived here before 
the clofe of day. The road was admirable, 
and the laft half of the ftage fuperior to any 
I ever faw. I could not help (igoniahig at 
being told, that a conliderable part of the 
troops 1 had feen exercifed were ordered to 
march againil France. The flower of them 
has already been drawn off ; and thefe are 
to be facrificed to the fame ambitious views 
of an intriguing monarch. Some people at 
Potzdam, who acquainted me of this, re- 
marked that it was a Ihocking confidcration. 
} aflTured them, 1 thought it perfeftly fo. I 

fooA 
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ibon found, however, that humanity formed 
no part of their diftrefs — “ For Potzdam,” 
faid they, “ will be fo dull without the fol- 
** diers — we fhall have no fights at all !” 
Thus are men under arbitrary governments 
amufed and cajoled Into fervitude ; amufed 
at the expencc of their liberty, they forget iu 
this fatal fafeination the chains they arc 
compelled to wear. 
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Ecrlir., Nov. 20, 1792. 

journalicre, which I entered at Potz-* 
' dam, is a fort of daily caravan : it 
affords a very ufeful accommodation to the 
cits of Berlin, who hold it amongft their 
higheft luxuries to be rolled in a carriage to 
Potzdam upon days of feftival or leifure. 

On our arrival at Berlin, I was driven to 
the cuftom-hbufe j and after due invefti- 
gation of my wardrobe and papers, it be- 
ing adjudged, that the one contained *no 

contraband. 
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contraband, and the other no libellous mat- 
ter, I was permitted to retire in the dark to 
the quarters which the trufty Pruilian had 
in the interval engaged for me. 

Berlin has feafons of particular difadvan- 
tage to its convenience and beauty. So lit- 
tle attention has been paid to paving, and fo 
Jittle regard is had to cleaning the ftreets, 
that they prefent at this moment, in confe- 
qucnce of heavy falls of rain, one continued 
iheet of v>rater and mire. Ja other refpefts 
the city is deferving of confiderable praife. 
The ftreets and fquares are wide and mag- 
nificent. The houfes are built of white 
ftoue, upon a plan of regular and noble ar- 
chitecture j and few cities prefent, to a fu- 
perficial view, a more grand and pre- 
poflefling exterior : but a greater contrail: 
can fcarcely cxift, than that which appears 
between the city and its inhabitants* the 
houfes and their tenants. While the firft ex- 
hibit all the marks of pomp and opulence, 
the laft betray the evident fymptoms of po4 
verty and wretchedneft. Few carriages roll 
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over the pavement, and tlie crowds which 
ftruggle on foot afford a melancholy com- 
mentary upon military government. Houfes 
which might grace the fortune of a prince, 
are lhared amongft a groupe of miferable 
labourers ; and tattered (lockings are flying 
from windows, which would do no dii- 
credit to the W'alls of a palace. The greater 
part of thefe were built by the late king 
for the ornament of the city, and given 
to his fupefannuated foldiers, in reward 
for their military labors : and this cir- 
cumftance at once accounts for their out- 
ward magnificence, and the poverty which 
reigns within. Extenfive as this capital is, 
it contains but one theatre, and that of no 
great eftimation. The opera-houfe belongs 
to the king, and is only opened at one fea- 
fon of the year. The reprel'entations in 
this are given at his majefty’s cx2ience ; 
and this is confidered by many as a very 
fuffielent return for the revenues wliicfi he 
■derives, from the burdens impofed upon his 
fubjedls. 

The 
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The general dullnefs which prevails, and 
of which I have found frequent reafon to 
complain, is attributed to the abfence of 
the king. If his majefty’s refidence be 
fo eflential to the gaiety of the city, I can- 
not imagine that he has decided particularly 
well to leave it in Inch a crifis of public 
ferment. Plcafure is the old and ufeful ally 
of political tyranny ; and Frederic cannot 
have forgotten himfelf fo greatly as to fup- 
pofe, that the diflipation of his grandfather’s 
trcafures upon a diftant enemy can excufe 
the oraiflion of prefcriptive largelTes within 
his own dominions. The weekly export of 
Vruffian coin has already ruffled fome un- 
quiet fpirits, and decrees againft Jacobin al- 
femblies have excited fome fecrct alarms : 
but what the real temper of the majority 
may be, it is by no means eafy to difeover, 
or fafe to conjedlure. Real opinion is too 
clofely entrenched behind the neceflary dif- 
guife of intereft or fear ; and the fubjefls 
of a military defpotifm are not readily hur- 
ried into flights of indiferetion. It is true 

that 
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that all feems hitherto fortified by ample 
and vigilant force : the guards feem proud 
of their tinfcl, and the people of their 
chains: it is, however, difficult to believe 
that the day is diftant, when fomething 
further will be requifite to the fatisfa£tion 
of the people, than the fplendor of the mo- 
narch i and a more folid advantage expected 
from the revenues of government than the 
oftentatious gratuity of a theatrical gala. 


LETTER CXC. 

Berlin, Nov, 22, 1792. 

Tayry landlord (to whofe good offices I was 
recommended by my Pruffian fellow- 
traveller) is a man of no contemptible un- 
derflanding. His attachment to my coun- 
trymen is not among the leaft of his admir- 
able qualities. His wife, a comely dame 
of little more than half his age, prefides at 
the Table d'Hote which is held at his houfe ; 
and we number amongft our daily guefts a 

couple 
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couple of barons, who feem to have as good 
rcafons as myfeif, for not frequenting the 
firft ordinary in Berlin. 

The arrival of a ftranger feems an obje£l 
of I'omc moment to the lliarpers of this city. 
My fluinbers of the fecorid morning were 
broken by the unfeafonabic interruption of 
various dealers, who oflered to make them- 
fclves ufcful in their dliTerent lines. An 
attic — four ftorics from the ground — had 
placed me, in my own judgment, above the 
reach of tliefc intruders ; but before I could 
well procure my breakfaft, 1 had given de- 
nials to half a dozen hawkers and money- 
brokers. The kft arc Jews, and very im- 
portunate In their o.Ters of obliging. Their 
demand is, for any thing KnglijK The 
fmalleft article of drefs is to them an objedl 
of ready purchafe. But my "wardrobe was 
purpofely thinned at the commencement of 
my expedition ; and my gala fuit of figured 
velvet, after having done its courtly duties, 
was already bartered at Geneva with an 
honeft clothier for a warm German cloak. 

Articles 
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Articles of living are confiderably dearer 
in this city than at Vienna, and it is already 
fufficiently evident, that my conne£tion with 
Berlin will not be of long duration. My 
landlord has engaged to average his charges 
upon the moft equitable fcale, and the ne- 
ceflary arrangements were terminated by 
a fignihcant fhake of the head on the part 
of my landlady, who did not doubt but the 
Englander was a Reicber Kerl (a rich man), 
and wilhed herfelf no worfe luck, than to 
exchange fortunes with me. 

French wine is the ordinary beverage of 
the Table d’Hotes, but this is retailed in the 
fmallefl: quantities ; and • as the ufage of 
continuing the feflion after the cloth is re- 
moved has not yet found its way to Ber- 
lin, half a pint feems in general the mea- 
fure with which each gueft is contented. 
The breaking up of the Table d’Hote is 
the (ignal for repairing to the coiFee-houfe. 
Each of thefe houfes is a- receptacle for 
fmoakiflg and cards. At the entrance of 
the houfe a large rack is dilcovercd, in the 

inter- " 
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interftices of which pipes of at leaft three 
feet long are inferted. When a ftranger 
enters, a pipe is immediately drawn from 
this magazine ; and being charged and 
kindled by the waiter is put into the hand 
of the party, who then takes his feat at a 
card-table, or his poft at billiards, according 
to his choice. It is truly ridiculous to fee 
the expedients praftifed to unite fmoking 
with play. The unufual length of their 
pipes renders it quite a fcience to difpofe of 
them, fo as that four perfons thus occupied 
may furround a fmall table, and handle their 
cards without incommoding each other. 
Black coffee, as it is called, or coflee without 
milk, is the general drink ; and this is 
ferved out on very reafonable terms. A 
cup of this entitles me to the privilege of 
mixing with all who aflemble ; and 1 fome- 
times perfuade myfelf, that I come away 
better inflrufted from this peep into hu- 
man vagaries, than from the perufal of a 
book which has cofl me ten times the fum. 


VOL, JI. 
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j^Y the gocd offices of my Pruffian frieml, 
who is a native of this place, I have 
found a paffport into the focicty of at leaft 
the fecond-rate inhabitants ; and am now 
in great meafurc familiarized to them. The 
labors of my private ftudies during my 
rcfidence at Vienna, arc now turning to the 
heft account ; and I have daily opportuni- 
ties of tracing the inflexions of this compli- 
cate language, in the pra(fl;ical to which 
I am compelled to apply them. Notliing 
has delighted me more than the agreeable 
change of accent, which I found upon ap- 
proaching this city. The coarfe and bar- ' 
barous pronunciation to which I had been 
accuftomed in Auftna, is very agreeably 
contrafted by that foothing foftnefs which 
prevails in the accent of Saxony, and 

Branden- 
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Brandenburg. In Vienna the gutturals are 
exprefled in full and lengthened tones ; at 
Berlin the voice is induftrious to glide over 
the harfher confonants, and give a liquid 
fmoothnefs to its lead melodious terms. 
My attachment to this language increafes 
■with my knowledge of its powers. It pol* 
fcfles a richnefs, variety, and corredlnefs be- 
yond any modern language with which I 
am acquainted. Nor is its praife confined, 
in point of tone, to energy and vigor. No 
language is better adapted to chafie and de- 
licate expreffion, and few lyrics that I have 
read furpafs in fweetnefs and melody, the 
gentle meafures of the German mufe. The 
coarfe and popular accent has excited an 
unreafonable prejudice againft this lan- 
guage ; but in the mouth of the Berlinefe it 
fuits as gracefully the levities of converfa- 
tiop, as in the hands of a Euler and a Klop- 
ftock, the graver majefty of philofophy and 
epic poetry. 

The literary induftry of the Germans is 
proverbial. They are the very bees of 
M M a Europe, 
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Europe, drawing from every exotic pro- 
dudiion whatever can contribute to enrich 
their knowledge. Publications the moft 
minute are fpcedily tranflated, and not a 
novelty appears throughout Europe, but 
aflumes in almoH; the fame time a German 
dt^fs. Hence their fliops and libraries are 
magazines of the moft diverting caft. Every • 
Ihelf contains a mifcellany of recent pro- 
duiftions, and a foreigner may find, amongft 
the folemn labors of this country, all the 
loofe and common-place trifles of his own. 
The manners of the people are extremely 
courteous in this metropolis. Without 
poflefling any extraordinary refinement, 
they yet difeover a franknefs and civility 
which does honor to their natural dilpo- 
fition. They have all the requifite endow- 
ments for cheerful fociety, and the eafy hu- 
mor by which they are diftinguifhed, en- * 
creafes in no ordinary degree the value of 
their hofpitality. 

An invitation from a friendly quarter led 
me fome evenings paft to fee the humours 
II oT 
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of" a dance, at a place of public refort, under 
the denomination of the Englifh houfe. 
The company were fufficiently refpe£lable, 
and the ceremonies were under the direc- 
tion of an officer, who ufed his beft endea- 
vors to remove that awkwardnefs which 
my ignorance of the company occafioned, 
and which their attention to my conduct 
rendered it difficult to conceal. As EngliJfj 
is with them only another term for fa/Iiton-- 
ablcy the dances were profefledly accommo- 
dated to the Englifh flyle ; but this, like 
their drefs, was fo diflant and imperfect a 
copy, that it only embarraffed their own 
movements, without rendering it poffible to 
divine what was the fubjedl of their imita- 
tion. The refidence of his Highnefs of 
York amongfl: them is reported to have 
given circulation to this Anglomania, and a 
compliment paid to their Englifh appear- 
ance is the fureft paffpoit to their reljpedt 
and affedion. The introduQion of pipes 
into a dancing faloon was a phenomenon, 
which 1 iaw in this inllance for the hrfll 
MM3 time. 
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time. I had fcarcely recovered from the 
furprife into which I had been thrown by 
the entrance of a band of fmokers, when a 
fervant girl approached me with a lighted 
pipe, which ft\e had agreeable to the cuftom 
of the place charged and kindled ; and was 
with difficulty prevailed upon to believe, 
that I was ferious in declining the offer. 

The hour of fupper was paffed in a 
cheerful difplay of temperate, but good hu- 
moured feftivity; but the refumpdon of 
the dance and the card-playing fet me afloat 
again upon folitary fpeculation. It foon 
appeared that I was not the only member 
of the company whofe thoughts were ram- 
bling from the pleafures of the ball-room to 
/peculations of greater moment ; for I had 
fcarcely taken my feat, when a gentleman 
who had left the dance placed himfelf near 
me. As I had turned my back upon the 
part of the room from which he came, I 
ffiould fcarcely have noticed his pofition or 
intentions, had not an unufual volume of 
fmoke announced the near approach of 

fome" 
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fome new obje£l. Without waiting for the 
ceremony of an introdu£tion, he immedi- 
ately addrcffed me in very indili'erent 
French, with faying, that he underftood I 
came from Manchefter, and wiflied me to 
tell him, if they had not in England “ une 
“ machine pour filer le roton.” I told 
him, that I knew as little of Manchefter as 
himfelf, having only heard of it hy report ; 
and, as to the machine of which he fpoke, 

I was profoundly ignorant of every thing 
rcf})eining it. I added, that I believed they 
had in England a machine for every thing ; 
and that poftihly my friend, who was at no 
great diftance from me, might be able to fa- 
tisfy him on thefe particulars, as he had re- 
fided forae time in England, and was an in- 
digo merchant ; though I was not fare that 
the commerce of indigo had any particular 
connedtions with “ les machines pour fdei* 
Je coton.” The arrival of my friend at 
this moment enabled me to transfer the 
ftranger into his hands ; and, informing 
him that I was not “ dans Ic commerce,’* I 
M M 4 left 
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left him, with a determination not to fre- 
quent again a citizen’s ball, till I Ihould 
have qualified myfelf to make a better figure 
upon quefiions of mechanifm and trade. 


LETTER exen. 

Nov. 30, 179.J- 

^I^HE feverity of this climate begins now 
**■ to be very fenfibly felt j and a froft, 
which promifes fome continuance, has 
already commenced. The ftreets have 
gained confiderably by the change in point 
of appearance; but, as they never un- 
dergo the ceremony of cleaning, they are 
now impallable without extreme hazard. 
The promenades are alfo laid under a vafl 
iheet of ice ; and the track lately graced 
by belles and beaux, is now occupied with 
the diverfions of Ikaitingt 

My thirft for palaces was never extreme, 
and lias been fo amply faturated, that I was 
not without difficulty prevailed upon to 

unito" 
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unite with a company in a vifit to the 
Schlofs, for fuch is the term by which a pa- 
lace is denoted. It is a building of very 
noble exterior, and the architc<5ture of the 
fa 9 ade poflefles confiderable inajefty. My 
companions, who confided of about a dozen 
Pruflians, were divided between admiration 
of wbat they faw, and alloniflimcnt at the 
little emotions which I difeovered. Their 
aftonilhment had nearly taken another turn, 
when I aflured them, that many a merchant 
in London could flxow more fumptuous 
furniture than that which adorned the refi- 
dence of their monarch. 

A Pruffian count, whofe vifits to our Ta- 
ble d’Hote have been frequent, has treated 
me with fingular marks of attention; and I 
owe it to his good offices, that my time 
has not occafionally moved heavily. He 
has rank in the Pruffian cavalry, and.has tra- 
velled with advantage through almoft the 
whole of Europe. His converlation is bril- 
liant, and his manners refined ; and an ex- 
perience of nearly forty years in active fer- 

vice 
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vice has llored his mind with information, 
and his memory with anecdote. He has 
prefled me to accept of his introdu<rLion to 
a ball, upon a higher fcale than that wl'.i,-h I 
laft vifited ; and as it will give me rn op- 
portunity of feeing the flower oi Pruffian 
beauty, I fhall put myfelf under his di- 
rection. 

I think I have difcovered, in advancing 
northward, a growing alTunilation to the 
£ngli(h character. The Germans feel a 
pride univerfally in the analogy which their 
language bears to the familiar terms of the 
Englilh ; and they fcem to feel a greater 
pleafure in this aflimilation to a people they 
like, as it tends to remove them to a greater 
diftance from the French, whom they hold 
in abhorrence. At Berlin the mode of life, 
habit, and intercourfe copy, more fucceflP- 
fully than at any place I have yet vifited, 
the frank and unaffeded manners of Englilh 
ibciety. The principles of government are 
amongft the exceptions, which muft be 
made, in pronouncing the eulogium of the 

native 
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native PruflUans. Thcfe they fecm to have 
excluded from the general courfe of human 
ftudies, as fubje£ls of difficult comprehen- 
fion, and dangerous import. The memory 
of the laft Frederic has reconciled them to 
arbitrary power ; and the influence of a pre- 
judice which his glories Infpired, prevents 
them from feeing, that what was an inftru- 
ment of good in a liberal and magnanimous 
prince, may prove a fcourge in the hands of 
a lefs enlightened monarch. 


L E T.T E R CXCIII. 


Berlin, Dec. z, 1792. 

amufements of Berlin are upon a 
much narrower fcale, than is ufual in 
cities profeflTedly fubjedf to a defpotic go- 
vernment. A Angle theatre is their only 
dramatic luxury, and the reprefentations in 
this are by no means deferving of an high 
eulogium. Rotundas are open on ftated 
evenings for the promenade and the dance ; 

thefe 
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theic arc illuminated and rendered attract 
live by decorations and mufic : but the 
grofs liceutiouliiels which rules the feene, 
renders modefty an infrequent and unwel- 
come gueft. The “ Thuregarten” is a 
rendezvous for fummer-pavties, and pofTefles 
every accommodation for the pleafurcs of 
the promenade. The fcafon of the year 
has robbed it of its natural ornaments ; but 
fulHcient remains to fl\ow, that its alleys 
and bowers muft prove a grateful retreat 
from the heat and impure air of the city. 
In addition to the Thuregarten,” the 
amufenxents of fuminer are faid to be 
heightened by the vicinity of Charlottcn- 
burg, the favorite afylum of the prefent 
king. This, (ituated at the diftance of two 
hours from the gates of Berlin, abounds in 
attractions for fummer vifits j and is fpoken 
of with enthufiafm by all but the aged, who 
fee with regret the dilapidations of Potz- 
dam, the favorite of the laft monarch, 
hallened by the coft and attention which is 
beftowed on Chari ottenburg. 


The 
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The ball to which the Pruflian count had 
undertaken to condudl me, afforded the 
only opportunity which in my circum- 
flanccs could have offered, for feeing the 
courtly fide of Berlin. The fociety was 
numerous j and what was wanting in beauty 
and tafle, was very amply fnpplied by bril- 
liancy and rank. I’he king’s late raiftrefs, 
decorated with jewels, appeared to occupy 
the office of lady prefident ; and my noble 
rondutSlor infilled upon prefenting me to a 
perfonage, whofe good graces are effential 
to a fafliionablc reputation. The greater 
number of perfons in the higher ranks being 
of the military profeflion, their affemblics 
receive confidcrable fplcndor from the in- 
terfperfion of blue and filver, amongft the 
loofe and flowing drapery of the female 
habits. As noy purpofes were fooner an- 
fwered than thofe of the company, I with- 
drew in the zetuth of their diverfion, and 
ftole with plebeian fecrecy to my lodging. 

Some calculations, upon which my atten- 
tion has lately turned, decide for a very 

fpeedy 
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fpeedy departure from this city ; and f 
know not — as circumftances now fland*— 
whether I fliall leave behind me any fub- 
jefts of particular regret. My intercourfe 
with the natives has contributed effentially 
to my advancement in the language, and I 
have received from their courtely an irn- 
preffion confiderably in their favour. In 
fpeaking upon the morals of this city, I am 
apprehenfive of appearing in the charadLcr 
of afatirift : but I think I have no where leen 
•—Naples itfelf not excepted — fuch various 
and undiflembled Hbertinifm. It feems to 
pervade in a meafure all the various ranks 
of which this city is compofed ; and vice 
might almoftbe faid to be domiciliated among 
them. I know not what judgment you 
will form of my pofitive decifions, after a 
relidence of fo fliort a period. But ex- 
empted by my fuuation from fervices of ce- 
remony, the whole of m|^time has been 
free for the inveftigation of fubjedls which 
more particularly intereft and engage my 
enquiries. In depth of obfervation I pre- 
tend 
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tend not indeed to compare with that Ger- 
man, who, after a refidence of thirty years 
fouth of the Alps, being interrogated by a 
friend on the general ftate of Italian man- 
ners and literature, replied — “ Ah ! iieber, 
“ was lean man doch in treiffig jahr ler- 
“ nen ?” — “ Alas ! my friend, what can one 
** learn in thirty years 
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/COURAGE is vulgarly imagined to be only 
^ then fhown, when the battle is fuftained 
—■•Wife men have extended it, in critical 
cafes, to flight. — “ When ’tis hard to com- 
“ bat, learn to fly.” For my own part, this 
lafl is almoft the only fpecics of courage I 
have employed fince I begun my travels; 
and I have rarely entertained a better opi- 
nion of my own prowefs, than when I have 
turned my back upon the eriemy without 
rifejuing an encounter. Berlin and its plea- 
T fures 
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fures began to grow formidable ; my land-* 
lord praifed his wine : parties to Charlotten- 
burg were hinted at by my landlady. The 
dangerous incenfc of flattery was offered. 
My coat was hiibfch *, my boots were 
hiibfch — “ fo kan *}■ man gleich fehen das fie 
** find Englifh gemacht,” was the language 
of my companions. ‘ This was burfting the 
cearments of my fccrccy. I whifpcred to 
my faithful Piuflian, whofe vifits and atten- 
tions were conftant, that I mufi: be gone. 
His affairs were fdttled, and therefore places 
Iiaving been previoufly taken on Tuefday 
the 4th, we entered by nine o’clock in the 
morning the Poft-wagen bound from Berlin 
to this place. 

This vehicle was beyond comparifon the 
worft with which I have yet had to en- 
counter; a loofe covering of oil-cloth, which 
hung in the form of curtains, was all the 
protection we had from the wind and hail, 

• This is a term expreflive of approbation. 

f One can fee immediately that thefe are of EngliHi ma- 
Bcfadlore. 

during 
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during a journey of feventy-five hours. 
This is the only alternative when travelling 
poll is unattainable. The expence on the 
former plan is fix grolchcnper mile German, 
and two grolchen each fiation to the pofii- 
lion. As a fevere froft had prevailed for 
fome days previous to our departure, the 
roads were in the outfet agreably folid ; 
and it was not till the fecond day that the 
weather began to be tempeftuous. A vio- 
lent wind blew into our wagen the whole 
of the fecond night, all the hail it could ga- 
ther up in its way from the German ocean, 
to which we were tending. The darknefs 
of the night kept our conductor in a perpe- 
tual ferment. As his office affigns him a 
place within the carriage, he broke our 
flumbers at every interval by tearing afide 
the oil-curtain, and vociferating to the po- 
fiilion his apprehenfions of our lofing the 
track. By ten o’clock we iflued from the 
Pruffian dominions, and exchanged our ner- 
vous condudlor for a patient and intrepid 
Hufiar, who bore the marks of long fervice. 

VOL. IL NN He 
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Xle took his feat amongd us, and drawing 
forth his pipe, fmoked without uttering a 
fyllable, till day-light. Our courfe conti- 
nued with little interruption during the fol- 
lowing day and night, till morning found 
us before the gates of Hamburg. From 
the floods and other obftruQions, againft 
which we had to ftruggle, it was noon be- 
fore we arrived at the cuftom-houfe. I was 
compelled to wait a full hour for the deli- 
very of my lu'ggage. But my anxious 
friend the Pruflian converted this delay to 
advantage. Leaving me to defend the 
joint property of us both, he fallied out in 
quefl of a lodging for me ; and being very 
accurately verfed in the topography of 
Hamburg, procured w'ithout difficulty a 
fituation correfpondent to the humility of 
my means and wiflies. As a cup of coffee 
and a little four foup had been almoff my 
only fuflenance for the lafl: three days, I was 
not a little gratified by the luxury of a din- 
ner, Havdng haftily relieved the demands 
of appetite, and requefted my landlady to 

II fet 
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fct a glals cf hot onr,:.!, 'u-roru .uc aad give 
me no dilturbance, I threw myfclf, 

afi; r the manner of the country, between 
two beds, and forgot in the moft delicious 
flumbers the perils and fatigues of the 
journey. 

I obeyed the invitation of my landlord 
the following day to his Table d’Hote, and 
found myfeif furrounded by better fociety 
than I had expected. An Hellian officer, 
in broken Englifli, welcomed me to. the 
table ; and placing me next him, aflured 
me, with an agreeable mixture of Englifli 
and German proteftations, how happy he 
was to find an Engliftiman by his fide. My 
daily intercourfe with the members of this 
table has eftabliflied a fort of familiarity, 
which Hands me in the Head of fociety ; 
and my next ffiall enable you to judge what 
fpecies of amufement I derive from this ac- 
cidental combination of contraHcd and dif- 
fimilar characters. 


NN a 
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Hamburgt Dec* 141 179Z1 

qOCIETY is a term of wide import. It is 
to fome a fcleflion of friends, to others 
a circle of acquaintance, and to mod a de- 
termined clafs and defcription of perfons. 
To me fociety means my fellow-creatures ; 
and wherever I trace my fpecies I find ex- 
ercife for my focial afte^lions. 

The circle, to which I promifed in my 
laft to introduce you, exhibits a motley mix- 
ture of profeffions, charafters, and political 
opinions. At the head of our number is a 
paftor of the reformed church, to whom 
the chief place at table is ceded out of re- 
fpe£t to the gravity of his profefiion. He 
is a man of a middling age, of very formal 
manners, but of a very logical head. Next ’ 
to him in weight and edimation, is the 
Heflian olEcer. He is a light a£l:ive man, 
of about three or four and thirty. As it 

was 
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vras his fortune to be born in the dominions 
of that Prince, all whofe fubjedls are fol- 
diers, and all his foldiers venal, he has 
paflfed through an interefling variety of 
fervices. For feven years he fought under 
the Englifli banners in the American war, 
and was of the number of thofe made pri- 
foners with Lord Cornwallis. When this 
war was ended he returned to his country ; 
and the Dutch proceeding to a rupture with 
the Emperor, he petitioned his Prince to let 
him lerve the former. This Ipeedily va- 
nilhing, he found employ in the civil com- 
motions of Holland, and turned his fword 
againil the Patriots. Upon the arrange- 
ment of thefe differences, he entered the 
Danifh fervice, under the expectation of a 
war between the Danes and Swedes. It is 
in this fervice that he now continues, as 
lieutenant of the Yaghcr Corps, or Light 
Horfe. He is a man of great perfonal 
bravery, and feems to have but little re- 
fpe£t for any argument but that of the 
fword. 


KN 3 
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A Gentleman from Lubeck, of reputed 
good fortune, and of much information, 
enjoys the third place in our fociety ; and 
next to him a large unwieldy lieutenant of 
the Hamburg guard, a man of a confufed 
head and voluble tongue. In addition are 
feme merchants clerks, who are kfs regular 
in their attendance, and treated with lefs 
deference by the landlord. As the affairs 
of Europe are almofl invariably the lubjedl 
of converfation, our debates are not a little 
animated. I'lie prieft maintains the arif- 
tocratic dogmas, as beft aflbrling with 
the interefts of the church. In this he is 
ftrongly, that is, ardently, fupported by the 
Hcffian, whofe attachment to monarchy has 
not been impaired by all the blows he has 
received in its fervice. The Lubecker is a 
republican, and profoundly verfed in the 
changeful politics of Paris ; and biit for the 
confufion which bis officious partizan, the 
Hamburg officer, throws in his way, would 
frequently be found a more than equal 
paatch for the united ardor and logic of 

the 
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the Heffian and the prieft. As Hamburg 
is reforted to by all defcriptions of fo- 
reigners, the Heflian finds ample fcope for 
Antigallican violence in every viflt he makes 
to the coffee- houfes. As prudence and 

good manners are in his judgment allied to 
cowardice, he deals out his reproaches 
againfl the obje£);s of his hatred in places of 
the moft public refort. He has never dif- 
tinguifhed — for diflinftion requires think- 
ing — between the Emigrant and the Citizen, 
the friends of the monarch or the repub- 
lican confpirators. The memory of his 
prifon has confirmed him in hoflility againft 
every thing that affumes the name of 
French} and all the terms of reproach 
which his language affords are employed 
without referve againfl the nation at large. 
It is my misfortune occafionally to be made 
the referee between this outrageous mo- 
narchift and the Hamburg democrat ; and 
fuch is the zeal of the former to criminate 
thofe whom the latter undertakes to defend, 
that upon a late decifion which 1 gave in 
NN 4 his 
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his favor, and in which the French wer# 
in no fort concerned, the exulting Hellian 
broke out with a vehemence of joy and 
triumph, God fave the King, and **** 

die Franzofen !” 

The general turn of fentiment in this 
place is againft the Reyolutionifts; and 
Baron Trenck, who had taken up his re- 
{idence here, and whofe civic enthunafin is 
fufficiently notorious, received an admoni- 
tion to change his quarters ; and he now 
refides at Akernach, a village little dikant 
from Hamburg, and within the dominions 
of the King of Denmark. A man whofe 
life has been checquered with fo many vicif- 
litudes is a fubje£t at once of curiollty and 
aftonilhment. My enquiries refpeiting him 
induced my faithful Pruflian to trace out 
his relidence; and under his condu£t I 
made a vilit to the houfe at Akernach where 
this extraordinary veteran boards, and dined 
in company with him. He is a man of 
tall, athletic, and military figure. An aSaif 
of honour has left him the ufe of but one 


eye j 
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ftye j and the advances of age have vifibly 
impaired his corporeal vigor. He fpake 
but little, and that in a very barbarous and 
unpoliflied accent. The praifes of the 
French Revolution, the defamation of Jo- 
feph II. and the late Frederic of Pruffia, arc 
almoft the only fubjedfs that call forth his 
eloquence. On the firft he indulges in a 
periodical paper, which he iffues monthly. 
On the laft he defcants in every fociety, 
and recounts anecdotes, in which the horrid 
and the marvellous hold an equal place. 
He reprefents Jofeph as delighting in fecret 
executions, where every refinement upon 
barbarity was employed. Of Frederic he 
afErms, among other things, that he wore 
a ring mounted with a fliarp ftud, for the 
exprefs purpofe of wantonly knocking out 
the teeth of his innocent and unoffending 
domeflics. Thefe prodigious hiflories feern 
to have alligned the Baron a low place in 
the eflimation of his neighbours ; for I have 
fcarcely heard his name yet mentioned in 
this quarter of the world without the addi- 
tion 



554 : LETTER CXCV. 

tion of fomc reproachful and fcurrilous epi- 
thet. The HelTian is outrageous when he fees 
him pafs — as is his cuftorn d"i’y — through 
the ftreets of Hamburg. He feems at a lols 
to fatisfy his feelings of contempt with a 
term fufRciently reproachful. This arifes 
in the Heilian from a knowledge of his 
holUlity to Kings. “ Mein Koenig ift mein 
** Gott * !” is a maxim which the Heflian 
avows as his ruling principle ; and fo ac- 
commodating is his creed, that, as his in- 
tcreft leads, he can find a god in any king 
in Chriftendom. 

LETTER CXGVf. 


Hamburg, Dec. 19, 1792. 

JAM always amufed in a commercial town. 

I love the buftle of an aflive commerce ; 
men feem in fuch Htuations to have found 
their ufes. The quteknefs of their motion 
feems to fpeak the energy of their buGnefs. 

* ” Mjr King is my God.” ' 

My 
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My eyes have been fo long dazzled with 
military fplcndor, that 1 find an agrcable 
novelty in the plainnefa of trade. At Ber- 
lin all M’cre officers ; here officers are con- 
verted into merchants. The change pre- 
fcnts an ample field for fpeculation. I rarely 
fail palling amongft the motley multitude 
at the hour of fulleft concourfe, enveloped, 
as a neceflary difguife, in my German cloalc^ 
The dil'allers of the Tea, whieh has been un- 
ufually ftonny, and the uncertain condition 
of the French King, are the reigning topics 
of converfiitioa and enquiry. For fome 
days paft the weather has been remarkably 
foul ; and a fignal-gun announced, in the 
night of laft Tuefday, an extraordinary 
fwcll of the Elbe. Numbers of the inha- 
bitants were compelled to efcape with pre- 
cipitation from their houfes, and the mer- 
chants have in general fuftained coufider- 
able damage. The oldeft feaman fcarcely 
recollects the fea to have been more tem- 
peftuous. A Danilh captain, who was call 
Ar-lhorc at the mouth of the Elbe, reports 

that 
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that the >vhole extent of the coaft Is covered 
with wrecks^ and that bodies are floating in 
prodigious numbers. Thefe circumflances 
have obliged me to abandon the deflgn of 
terminating my courfe by a voyage from 
this place j and my thoughts are at prefent 
engaged in contriving fome means for pro- 
ceeding along the coaft to Holland. The 
Vruflian has it in his plan to purfue this 
route by Bremen, Amflerdam, Sec. and 
therefore it has been determined that this 
proje£t fliall be put into execution the 2 2d 
enfuing, if no accident prevents. 

Hamburg is a town whofe charadler is 
heft eftimated in the fummer fcafon. The 
ramparts arc furnifhed with promenades, 
and the vicinity with villas, which mufl; 
render it an agreable refidence during the 
fummer mouths. The pofition it occupies 
is extremely commodious, and embraces 
every advantage of land and fea. The va- 
riety of its commerce, and the opulence of 
its inhabitants, have introduced into its fo-?* 
cieties a mode of life in a high degree fump- 

tuous 
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tuous and magnificent. The families I have 
vifited are on a very ordinary fcale ; but the 
offer of introduction to thofe of a higher 
clafs was checked by the report of a largefs 
cxpe^pd by domeftics who attend, in every 
family of fuperior condition. The table of 
my landlord is very fufficiently furniflied ; 
^a fingle fhilling pays the ticket of admit- 
tance ; a few fols in addition procure a 
fmall flafk of wine ; and the fubfiftence of 
a day would fcarcely pay, as I am given to 
underfland, the cuftomary tribute for a^r^ 
tuitous fuppcr. 

The military of Hamburg make but an 
ordinary figure, but the currency of their 
credit is their heft defence. This is made, 
as is natural, the univerfal teftj and the 
merit of each is weighed alone in the fcale 
of commercial opinion. An attempt to 
affociate a Jacobin club was defeated by 
difcrediting the paper of its members ; and 
that was found to have little infiuence with 
the public which had loft .its weight upon 
^Change. The military character of this 
3 people 
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people has been of. old burlefqued, but with 
what juftice I pretend not to know. The 
fatire is conveyed in a monkilh diftich ; and 
though I recolleiSt the verfes, I cannot 
fign my author : r 

Hamburgenfcs, vclut enfes, fempcr acuti j ' 

Praslia pofcunt } nec bene nofeunt, cnfibus uti. 

Tlie approach of Chriftmas is now ce-''" 
lebrating throughout this city, and a large 
fair is eftablithed among the cloifters of the 
Cathedral. Out of refpedt to cuftom I fuf- 
fered myfclf to be fqueezed through the 
avenues in which it is kept, and 1 have 
feldom paid fo dear for compliance with 
local cuftoms. The four laft days have ex- 
cited an extraordinary degree of curiofity 
to receive the news from Paris and London. 
TTie fate of Louis is judged inevitable, and 
every courier is expc£ted to announce the 
deed as already perpetrated. A caricature 
is faid to be in circulation at Paris, in which 
the King is reprefented as playing at picquet 
with a SanS'Culotte, and uttering thefe em- 
phatic 
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phatlc words, “ J’ai ecarte les Caeursy il a 
“ les Piques, et je fuis Capot.” Intelli- 
gence from England is fought with almoft 
equal intereft. Alarms of. French plots in 
jjji^.pa^’cropolls have been reported upon 
■vtxy fpecious authority; and the part which 
England will take in the prefent circum- 
^ances, is waited for with a degree of 

anxiety, which argues the expectation, from 

* \ 

her interference, of fome important changes 
in the face of European aifairs. 
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London, Jan. 7, 1793. 
TjEiNG at length holpitably fheltered 
under the roof of the houfe where 
the conveyance from Harwich has depo» 
ilted me, in company with a large fociety 
of weather-beaten travellers, I proceed to 
recount the fequel of my continental vicif- 
fitudes, and acquaint you by what adven- 
tures^^I have regained my native country. 

Upon 
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upon leaving Hamburg, on the 226 oft 
December, the whole of my travelling ftock 
amounted to two ducats and fome Ham-*’ 
burg fols. The Pruflian, who had obtained 
Inllrudtions for the route we. were ^ 

foe, attended upon me in an open waggon^ 
at the appointed hour, in order to proceed 
to the place of embarkation for the pafiage'^- 
of the Elbe. When I conferred with him 
upon the probable expences of our tour, 
and threw into the common purfo my re-*- 
maining ducats, he looked grave, and 
doubted whether our united finances would 
fopply the means of conveying us to Am- 
flerdam. But this was not the moment 
for deliberation : the velHd was about to 
fail, and we took our places under a very 
tempeftuous Ihower of hail. The wind 
blew lb unfavourably, and with fo much 
violence, that we had great difliculty in 
clearing out, and were five hours upon the 
water, nearly four of which were palTed in 
perfect darknels. The padage is ufually 
efie^ed in one hotir. The lights of Haar-* 

burg 
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burg at length faluted us, and we landed 
with expreffions of gratitude to Providence, 
which had refcued us from a (ituation the 
mod perilous and alarming. 

— "A^gf an interval of two hours, we were 
fummoncd by our conductor to enter the 
waggon. This was literally a long cart, 
fc/rmcd entirely of wood and iron. The 
feats were rough planks, with neither backs 
nor elbows. A confiderable quantity of 
luggage was flowed in this vehicle ; and we 
were left to find, as we could, a place for 
our legs among this lumber. Our number 
w'as fix j and thus wx travelled, with na 
other cover than the ftormy canopy of hea- 
ven, till eight o’clock of the Monday morn- 
ing. We then entered the town of Bremen, 
and, as it had frozen during the night, I 
found fome difficulty in refloring my limbs 
to their natural fundlions. The roads had 
been in moft parts deluged with floods, 
which rendered our motion particularly 
flowi The whole diflance between Haari* 
burg and Bremen was fcarcely more than 
VOL, II, oo fixty 
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iixty Engltfh miles, and three or four and 
thirty hours were confumed in performing 
the journey of a day. As a cup of coffee 
and a flice of bacon were all that we had 
found between Saturday and ModdayV-we- 
embraced with readinefs our landlord’s p'fo- 
pofal to prepare us a warm foup in lieu of 
breakfaft. This foup was little better th^ 
warm water tinged with a fcanty leaven of 
butter. We had fcarcely terminated this 
'ivretched repaft, when a meffenger an- 
nounced that the waggon bound to Leer 
was in readineft to proceed. We fettled 
with our landlord, and taking our portman- 
teaus under our cloaks, repaired to the Ipot 
where we were inftrufted to fcek the wag- 
gon. An old Pilot, of robuft make and 
Englilh lungs, had already taken his place 
in the firft feat, and gathered up at leaft his 
ihare of the ftraw, as a defence for his feet. • 
He faluted us, upon affuming our feats, with 
gi rough compliment in the Dutch language. 
We returned his civilities in German : but 
fulpefting that Englilh was not wholly un- 
familiar 
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familiar to us, he hazarded a queftion which 
produced an immediate explanation, and we 
congratulated each other upon the profpe£t 
of returning to England together. 

•’ ^re' Pilot gave us to uhderftand that he 
had been appointed to conduct a (hip from 
Portfmouth to Bremen ; and after encoun- 
“Wring a ftorm of many days continuance, 
had effected his obje£b. That the foulnels 
of the weather induced him to prefer a land 
journey, though an experienced feaman. 
He was perfeilly converfant with the route 
we were now to purfue, and had palTed by 
it on many former occahons. Wc requefted 
that he would undertake to arrange for ua 
at the inns, and permit us to partake of the 
fame fare with himfelf. To this he ob> 
je^ed» urging, that while we might be 
feeking the bed-chamber and the parlour, 
he {hould content himfelf with the kitchen 
or the garret. We aflfured him that our 
reafqns for making the fame choice w'ith 
himfelf were at leaft as ftrong as his own. 
He then demanded, as a preliminary article, 
0 0 2 a full 
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i'full dekgation of authority, with the pri- 
vilege of introducing us under thofe cha- 
ra£ters which he fhould judge expedient, 
to which we readily acceded. 


J. E T T E R CXCVIII. V. 

^T^HiLE this corivention was forming be- 
• ' ^ tween us and the facetious Pilot, the 
Waggon was moving flowly on towards the 
place of our deftination. The cold was in- 
tenfe, and the route fo barbarous, that we 
had no alleviation of the feverities of our 
condition but in the good humour which 
prevailed amongft us. The hardy Pilot rarely 
uttered a complaint. His memory was 
fiored with Dutch and Engliih naval fongs; 
<• and when the wind blew its keetldO:^ he vo- 
ciferated his moft forcible melodies^: lit was 
riot till one o’clock of the Wedhelday morn** 
ing that we entered the town pi JLerK* This 
Is ^ fmiaU but oe^t town in Eaft Eriefland, 
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tinder the dominion of the King of Prul&a. 
The Pilot alighted firft, id order to enter 
upon his office of caterer; and we were 
met at the door by a comely matron, whom 
the Pilot addrefled with the familiarity of 
ah old acquaintance. “ Well, mother,” faid 
our protestor ; “ I have brought you a pair 
of fcbneiders’^^ who are travelling home 
to their wives and families. Cook them 
“ up a pot of warm beer, and throw an 
** egg and fchnaps j" into it ; and give them 
“ a morfel of cold meat, if you have it; and 
look ye, don’t make them pay too much 
“ at the end of it.” 

In the abfence of our landlady, who re* 
tired to execute his orders, the Pilot, who 
had hitherto only feen us in the waggon, 
detired to look at us more narrowly, in or- 
der to know how the dirguife was likely to be 
fupported. With the Pruffian he profeiled 
himfelf fatisfied, as the whole of his ward- 
robe would not have fold for half-a-crown. 
He had his doubts about me when ftripped 

* Tailori. f A glafs of Geaera. 
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of my cloak ; bade me never part with my 
wrapper, and endeavour on every occafion 
to look my worft. Our good boftefs now 
ferved up our fupper, and we retired to 
bed ; the Pilot having alTured us that ffeur 
hours fleep was all that his plan would 
allow. By fix, therefore, we were 
moned to rife j and it was not without ex- 
treme reluctance that I thrufl: my fwoln 
legs into thofc boots in which they had 
already been fo long confined. A boat, 
prepared by the Pilot, attended at fome 
difiance from our inn, and in this we 
afcended the river Em to Wender, 'Here 
the Pilot demanded a eartj to which they 
refilled to attach lefs tharn four horfes. Our 
champion fought a very vigorous battle 
with the pofi-mafier; but Dutch obftinaey 
prevailed over Englifii violence,' and we 
f^oceeded with this equipage to Nenefionfs. 
iThe conduA of the poft-mafter Was 'fii^y 
jufiified in die end, for a more extraordinary 
track never obtained the dendmihatim a 
road* As it was confiderably paft inid-^day 
' 4 ' when 
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when we arrived at Neuelkans, our dinner 
was formed of the fragments which remain- 
ed of the family meal ; and in confideration 
of the c«ld we had fuftained, and the gaiety 
pf the feafon— for the lafTes were drefled in 
their Chriftmas attire- — ^the Pilot admitted 
pf an additional tankard to our regular 
quantum of beer, 

I ftrolled in the afternoon through this 
little town, in order to arm myfelf with 
a pair of Frielland ftockings* the cold being 
in this place fevercly felt. The panic ex- 
cited by the progrefs of the French had 
reached this quarter. Many of the inhabit- 
ants had packed up their effefts, in order 
to fly, apprehending a vifit from the Sans- 
Culotte army in thefe inclement regions. 
By feven o'clock of the following naorning 
we were in a travelling boat, and thus pro- 
ceeded to Groningen. The company was 
numerous, and treated us with very little 
peremony. The froft was beginning to take 
effe^ ^Uipon thefe tracks of water, whofe ex- 
^nt CQYered the whole furface of the 
00 4 country. 
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country, v A fmall cottage occafionally rofe 
ainidll this watery wade, cut ofF, at lead in 
tfaa feafon of the year, from all intercourfe 
of human fociety. • The alarms df an in- 
Tafion in fuch a quarter appeared fufficiently 
chimerical. In approaching Groningen, 
the codume, of which in my lad vifit te>^ 
.Holland I have given a defcription, began 
to'ap'i^ar — the fpacious bonnets, the black 
patches, and all the grotefque peculiarities of 
the difitrent dates. Tlie landlord at Gro- 
ningen was no dranger to our Pilot : the 
latter had prepared us to expcdl fome ex- 
orbitancy from the former, and therefore 
we requeded him to ufe us with perfeft 
freedom. No fooner therefore had we difem- 
barked from the boat, than the Pilot called 
upon us 16 take our luggage under our 
arms and follow him. On entering the inn 
he demanded the way to the kitchen, where 
he commanded .us to take our feats ; and 
then began an harangue to our hodefs, * in 
voluble Dutch, Recommending us to 
hdf charity and her care. “ Thefe fellows,** 
V I 6 laid 
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faid he, at the clofe of his harangue, ** are 
“ poor enough*— miferably pinched in poc- 
ket — but honeft, motherj ■’honeft as the 
day.” An ceconomical dinner was foon 
/erved up ; and the remainder of the day 
was enlivened by the exhauftlefs humour, 
©f the Pilot. We entered on the following 
morning a boat for Stfohu/cby where .we 
arrived in the evening; and embarked with 
the remains of two Ihips company, whole 
veflels had been wrecked^ and fome other 
paflengers in theikilT, forLemmer. It was 
nine o’clock in the evening when we em- 
barked, and we met with fo many inter- 
ruptions from calms, contrary winds, and 
malTes of ice, that it was not till after a 
tedious courfe of thirty-five hours that vre 
reached Lemmer, a fmall fea>poit upon the 
coafl: of the Zuydir See. Here we found a 
large and commodious packet ready to fail, 
in which we embarked, and left the har- 
bour, in the teeth of a tempelluous gale. 
As the wind blew fo contrary, we were 
taugHt to expe^ a voyage of three days; 

But 
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But by this time our means were reduced 
ib loW) as to admit only of the purchafe of 
ia loaf, and leatre ibtne fti vers for the pay- 
latent of our paflage, atid other cafualties. 
.Fortunately the wind came round in the. 
courfe of the morning, and the lights of 
Amfterdam ialuted us, after a voyage of 
Httle more than eighteen hours. As we ar- 
rived before the port at an early hour, we 
were compelled to ileep on board till the 
opening of the Baumt as it is called: this 
took place about eight o’clock, and we 
landed with the relidue of our travelling 
ftock, which conlifled in ON£ folitary 
ftiver* 


LETTER CXCIX. 


ri^HBRE is in human life a ftfi^ atUance 
^ between pleafure and pain. My iee|r 
Ipgs on the proiped of Amfterdam weiie 
about equally balaueled between the ,twu j 

and 
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and 1 knew not whether to confider the 
termination of my voyage an event of 
happy or difaftrous fortune* Befriended 
by my cloak) I walked the deck during the 
watches of the night, engaged in deep and 
fubtle calculations for recruiting my purie, 
jiow reduced to its lafl; ftiver. Morning 
brought the Pruffian upon deck. I was by 
this time his debtor. He demanded my 
plan and intentions refpedling our travels. 
1 replied that my defign was to raife fome 
money upon a friend, fhould he happen to 
be at Amfterdam ; or, if that failed, to wait 
for fome remittance. At this he demurred ; 
but the jollity of the Pilot, who was now 
afcending from the cabin, full of the beft 
Geneva, put an end to our dialogue. As 
all hotels - are indifierent to thofe who can 
pay at neither, we determined upon being 
conducted to the beft : and requefting the 
‘'Pilot, who had now- paft the line of tepi-t. 
peranee, not to vifit us till evening, ,We 
moved with cautious fteps to the Prina voit 
A' lux:uriou8 breakfaft compofed lis 
_ for 

X 
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for calculation ; and it was agreed, with 
very Ihort preliminaries, that I ihould make 
th^ Brfir attempt at difcovering a friend ; and 
if ittiy fearcfi failed, the Pruffian ihould 
avail himlelf of his commercial credit. Ah 
ej^urfion of an hour through the ftreets of 
AmHierdam fulfilled, on my part, the con-, 
^itions ' of our engagement j and the Pruf- 
fiah, on the failure of my embafly, pro- 
oe^ed to execute his part of the contraft. 
He ihortly returned with nine ducats, which 
he had obtained by virtue of fome letters 
he bore^ Thefe were to be occpnomized, 
and therefore inquiries were immediately 
n^dc for a night-boat to Rotterdam. This 
part of. the bufinefs the Pilot arranged, and 
fummoned us in the duik of the evening to 
attend him down to the Canal. 

Rumours at Amfierdam were generally 
circulated of %ong difafieSdon to the reign- 
ing, powers. The namie of t>uni6urier had 

;$een triumphantly in&ribed in foixfe t>!> 

... 

'Ic'urc parts of the rtoithern'|)r0^incelrj “atfd 
the Orange cockade, which appeared uni- 

verfal 
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verfal on my former. viGt, was now funk 
into as general difufe. Our company in 
the boat was numerous;^ and amongG them 
fome emigrant French officers from Gpnde's 
army. . 

At Gouda we entered a pjiblie carriage, 
and Gniffied our courfe to Rotterdam by 
land. The road pafled through a pleafaot 
tradl of country. Houfes of , very agreeable 
afpeA, infulated and infcribed with th^r 
refpe£live names, prefented a fcene of novel 
and pi£turefque beauty. The Guards of 
Rotterdam compelled us tp difmount ; and, 
in deGance of my caution at Grft and my 
remonGrance at laG, carried off my truGy 
fword to the Guard-houfe. I accompanied 
them in order to be certiGed of their authc^ 
rity, which appeared in a municipal order ; 
and upqn my prevailing upon them to he- 
iieve, by a dialogue in German, that I Was 
iqq Frenchman, they difmiGed me, with an 
}j^aranee.|(liat my tyeapon would be reftored 

to 
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fi> me upon an application to the Gram) 
Guard. 

The Pruilian having upon application at 
Rotterdam obtained a further fupply, places 
were engaged in the packet to Helvoet for 
the following mOfhing^ it being decided* 
that luilf a ducat could be ipared for the in- 
dolence of a bed, a luxury which the fa^* 
dgue of four fleepleia nights had prepared 
119 to enjoy. Our captain, to whom upon 
the faith of his engagement to convey lis to 
Hdvoet we had covenanted to pay a ducat 
each, brought us alhore at the Brille j and 
landing OOr luggage, acquainted us, that 
the reft of the journey muft depend upon 
ourfelvea. We demanded the carnages for 
which he had engaged ; he replied that the 
|)Ofts had rendered the track impaflable for 
carriages;! atid that, if we declined pmrfuing 
oha iPoute on foot, the only alternative we 
was to return with him. This was 
idding'inftilt ^ inyury---we paid* our du- 
lat^l ' ahd^ ai^ropanied by fbmC 'iFrench 

-v . v.-. -c^cCrS, 
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officers, commenced pur journey, leaving 
the luggage to follow in a fledge. After a 
fatiguing ftruggle of two or three hours 
over a tra£t of rough and frozen country, 
we arrived at HelvoeL But by^a fort of 
union between fraud slid fate, the fledge 
containing our luggage foundered } and wc 
had to fuftain the additional expence of ten 
porters, difpatched from Helvoet for the 
tranfport of the general luggage. By pre- 
tended exertions of a mofl: extraordinary 
nature, they accomplished this buflnefs fu& 
flciently early to admit of our failing with 
the packet on the following morning with 
the break of day. Emigrants of various 
quality and profeflion compofed our com- 
pany. A calm of many hours arrefled us 
before the coaft of HelVoet ; but a gale of 
fpme flirength fpringin^ up in the nighty we 
found ourfelves by ten the next morning 
approaching fall: to the harbour of 'Har- 
vei{ph« An .emigrant fomC' rank riling 
upon. 4€ck,^ 3.n4 being tolA that the land ^ 
now/aw was the English coafl, Spread out 

his 
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hiff arms^ and uttered with a tran^oit of 


enihu(iarin^“ Voila la terte de^^la raiibn, 
ff ja terrc de la Ubtsrte*” Theft turning to 
Franny he exclaimed, ia a tone of indig' 


nation,— -?*V6Ua la de rabomination !’* 

B7 noon we landra ; and uniting with a 
W(t^l<^kred German from Leipfig, celebrated 
the event of our arrival with much feftivity. 
The Pilot attended in the evening agreeable 
to ftttr infirodtions ; and as he had perfedtly 
lecoveired the effedls of his Geneva, received 
from my&lf and the Pruilian fome articles 
of apparel in gratitude for the fervices he 
had rendered , us. Thrufttng ' them into 
a large black bag which Hood him in the 
0ead trf” a portmanteau, he threw this over 


his iboulder, gralped his oaken ftaiF, and 
i^nging as he retired with a voice 
like; th^nder-^” , Come cheer up, my lads, 
glory we We arrived at 

; m^opplia.^ As I 

h^^l^red, thc’ 'npjp 
• a j^Mame; 

fttph cbtogea eould |e c^e^ed 
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as fa:ure>me fiom 'the iidiciile<>f ^ 

pitbUc. My* el:^galloas to the Fraiiiafi 

were then (iil^liarged^%tit a fisnfe of his 

frahk and important niiU hoid a 

iafting place in lAy feodlle^ibil and My 

gratitude. • 

♦ 

. . My travels now are at an endy and the 
laft page of my continental adventures is 
Written. Refledtion naturally carriei the 
over the pall ; and I am difpofed to thinks 
that I have not fullained, in the varieties of 
xny lot, an ufelefs or unprofitable difcipline. 
The maxim of Roufleau is frequently’ be- 
fore me. “ Quiconque revient '*d'e ' conriir 
** le monde, eft a fon retour ce’ qu*fl lerk 
** toute Ta vie.” I can only exprefs my 
Willies, that it may be found applicable to 
myffelfv in ita heft interpretation. My ftudy 
has been, in the route I have purlucd, to 
decipher man, under ah the varieties of his 
natural diipofition or artificial dirguile. 
And if ’I 'haVe a^uifed any ufeful know- 
Ied^l^1)r ’ |idadli{hed' m^^ the helvef df 

iariy pI^Mcal'tnitih^'^ have learned to 
VOL, II. moderate 
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iMderatp my expedatione, or to temper 
. my regrets j if I have made any advances 
in patiiotifm and philanthropy, and ftrength- 
ened my attachment tO my country and to 
mankind, the great objedls of my ambition 
will have been fufty attained, and I lhall 
nrfther have travelled nor fuffered fn vain. 


THE END. 








